Communication Studies 363:  Family Communication - Spring 2007               
Service-Learning Course – Policy Sheet and Syllabus

Call Number - 12652  M-W-F 11:30-12:20

Room: Humanities Center 315

Instructor:  Dr. Donna Pawlowski 



Office:   Hitchcock Comm. Arts 301A
                    Associate Professor in Communication Studies
Phone:  280-2531=O; 330-8388=H


E-mail:  drp@creighton.edu
Office Hours:   M-W-F 9:00-9:30; 10:30-11:30; M 12:30-2:30

                        
  *Other hours can be made by appointment.  I may have occasional meetings during 




     office hours; I will post notes and let you know when those occur.

Required Textbook:
Turner, L. H., & West, R. (2006). Perspectives on family communication. Boston: The McGraw-Hill Companies.
Selected Outside Required Readings will be taken from:
There will be additional readings throughout the semester.  I will have copies of the articles outside my door, via blackboard, or via internet access.  These readings will be provided in advance of chapter dates.

You are responsible for any material discussed in class or assigned as readings.

E-Mail:

We will be using Creighton e-mail for conversing back and forth throughout the semester.  Please make sure you have a current Creighton e-mail account that you can check frequently. 

Service-Learning Emphasis:

This class meets the requirements for a service-learning course.  Credit for the course is given for accomplishing the learning outcomes in relation to the course goals and assignments, not for the service alone.  Service-learning is synthesizing course content with experiences learned from the community partners.  You are not “serving” the community; you are learning from and sharing with individuals in hopes of creating community relationships and gaining real-life understanding of course materials through various perspectives. Your community partnership site should be considered a “living text” for the class; use this site for analysis and critical thinking about issues and your experiences.  

For some of you, a service-learning course may fit a particular “service” requirement.  If you are part of the Cortina Community, you may perhaps continue working with a particular site (should it be appropriate for the project) for your service pillar requirements.  Please check with your respective College for such requirements.

Mission Statement:  Department of Communication Studies

Based on Jesuit traditions, the Department of Communication Studies recognizes that communication competence is an integral component of an undergraduate Liberal Arts education. Therefore, we prepare students to reach their potential as citizen-scholars through the individual development of communication competence, at both the theoretical and applied levels. To do this, we provide a scholarly environment that includes participative learning, encourages critical thinking, embraces diversity, and promotes social consciousness.
	Communication . . . 

	
	. . . constructing reality
	

	
	. . . creating connections
	

	
	. . . engaging community
	

	
	. . . enabling change
	

	. . . serving the greater good.


Course Description:  

The overall goal of this course is to provide you with a better understanding of how communication 
functions to develop, maintain, enrich, or limit family relationships via written materials, personal 
reflections about your own family communication, and service-learning experiences.  Topics covered in 
class include the meaning of narratives and stories, family roles and rules, decision-making, conflict 
resolution, exploration of family types, cultural implications of family functioning, societal influences on 
family functioning, and examining communication changes throughout the family life cycle.  You will 
enrich your learning experience by creating partnerships with family members from the local 
communities whose experiences cut across the family life span.  In order to immerse yourself in your 
community, you will be required to spend time with your community partner in order to learn from and 
with your partner about the development of and communication within family life. 

Course Objectives:  
Based upon the aforementioned goals and completion of this course, you should be able to:

· Describe the role of communication and how it affects family functioning throughout the lifespan of a family

· Explain communication theories and issues relating to family development and their application 

to family interactions

· Identify family types and describe how communication interactions and issues differ among 

those families

· Compare and analyze class concepts in regard to your personal family communication patterns 
· Conduct in-depth family communication history interviews in an ethical, culturally sensitive, and 


respectful manner in order to analyze real world issues more effectively

· Engage in discussions and write about family communication that interprets and challenges 
stereotypes, cultural issues, policy implications, and social injustices throughout family 


life development

· Construct a statement (personal or other-oriented) of social responsibility and involvement with 


family and community elders 

Course Philosophy and Format:  

This course includes lecture (text and outside notes), discussion, out-of-class and in-class activities, community engagement, and written reflections and papers to increase your understanding of family communication.  Come to class ready to participate.  Active participation involves the understanding and experiencing of ideas as they relate to our lives.  Minimal lecture will take place in this course; you are responsible for text(s) material and keeping up with the readings in order to participate in class.  I believe in learning by doing.  

It is vitally important to be open to and consider the thoughts and ideas of others in class.  You will be sharing with the class your experiences from your own families and from your community engagement.  No one experience or viewpoint is more important or more valuable than any other.  We need to respect each other’s rights and share their experiences.  

*** Please don't hesitate to visit with me about the class or your assignments.  If you become concerned about your grade, you need to speak with me before it becomes a large problem.  Asking ahead of time can allow me to help you understand the material for exams and review ideas for papers.  I will not be able to help you much after the fact – but will do everything I can to help you understand the material and answer your questions.  If we can discuss issues or concerns when they arise, our learning environment will be more productive.

Course Requirements and Major Assignments

The following are brief explanations of your course requirements.  Please refer to individual handouts with assignment details and grading criteria.

1. Three Unit Exams:  (30% of grade)

Exam material will be taken from lectures, handouts and readings.  Exams will include objective questions, as well as a written portion including application and short answer questions.   As all exams are unit exams, seniors must take all exams.

2. Service-Learning Project:  (30% of grade)

General Overview:

You will be involved in a family history project that will include time spent with a community partner.  Many of you may or may have not had the opportunity to interact with your elder family members or families outside your own family type/background.  This experience will enlighten you on the valuable contributions of these sometimes neglected or diverse populations, as well as provide you with the opportunity to create a nurturing relationship with your community member.  One important element of being in a community is a sense of self as a contributing part of the community in which you live; this opportunity will provide you with that contribution in your life.

Intergenerational issues, cultural diversity, social injustices, prejudices… may be issues you encounter within your community. It is important to understand and appreciate the nuances of that community.  Struggling with any issues and sharing your thoughts about service-learning before and during your experiences will provide a more enriching partnership.  I will provide you an overview of your communities, partners, and expectations prior to you visiting your service sites.  We will be working with elder individuals residing in assisted-living facilities in the local Omaha area. Our sites this semester are Immanuel Courtyard and Durham Booth Manor.  
I have met with the resident managers of such complexes and they have agreed to be the contact person in case you need any assistance.  I have also met with each of the community partners so they are comfortable with the project.  I wanted to make sure I had met all those you would be working with so I can relate to your reflections and know the individuals whom you would be writing and talking about throughout the semester.
**As mentioned, check with me if you already work with a service site and engage with elder community members; we may be able to work something out with an already established site.  I just want to make sure I can visit with these other sites prior to the project for this class.

Expectations:  You are expected to meet with your community partner at least 8 times (this is a minimal requirement, as you can certainly meet with them more frequently) during the semester. Meeting with your community partner is a requirement for completing the project; it is part of the expectations in order to complete the assignments and learn from the community.  Your final grade will be penalized 2% points for each missed meeting.  One site is very close to campus; the other a bit farther away but both are along the bus route should you not have your own vehicle.  You will also have the opportunity to work with another classmate so you can share rides, which can help with transportation.  You will be working with a classmate when visiting with your community resident partner(s); coordinate schedules so both of you can attend visits together.  You are responsible for your own transportation to and from the service site.  Thus, please make sure your coordinate schedules so all parties can attend the meetings.
Completed Documentation:  You will be required to complete various forms in order to complete your service-learning project.  These forms are required by the College of Arts and Sciences, as well as your instructor for all service-learning courses.  These forms consist of a waiver/liability form, student-partner orientation form, a student agreement form for the project itself, and timelogs documenting your hours.  These forms are done in conjunction with your community partner supervisor, your community partner, and me.  These forms will be signed by all parties and copies kept by respective parties as indicated on your forms, as well as your instructor.
There are three essential outcomes of this service-learning project:  
Reflections/Analysis Writing/Discussions: (10%)  Based upon your insights from class readings and 


experiences from your community engagement, you will write reflections regarding your community 

experiences.  Reflections will provide a synthesis between thinking and doing.  


Some reflections will be more creative free-flowing thoughts you will write in class; others will be more in 
depth comparing materials from the readings and text combined with your personal experiences with your community partner. Specific questions will guide most reflections; others will be topics of your choosing.

Reflections will be assigned throughout the semester and graded on description of specific examples, identification of course concepts, analysis of how families are affected by the concept, personal insights, and critical thinking about what you learned about the issue at hand.  

Eight total reflections will be completed.  Reflections will be turned in on a "frequent" basis (with in one week after you partner visit) once the project gets underway.  
**Even though you might be working with a class partner on your project, you are writing individual reflections for your graded reflections.  It is possible that you may be doing paired reflections in class if you work with a class partner for your project.
In addition to written reflections, we will engage in open discussion about what you are experiencing in relation to what you are reading, what you are doing in the community, and what questions/concerns you are encountering.


Additional details of this project are outlined on a separate handout.


S-L Family Analysis Paper: (10%)  In order to synthesize your overall experiences with the community 


and based upon your insights from class readings and experiences from your community engagement, you 

will write an individual analysis paper (5-6 pages) of particular issues related to family communication.  You 

will provide in depth analysis comparing theoretical and research-oriented materials from the readings and 

text, combined with your personal experiences
with your partner.   

You will be asked to challenge and engage in issues in a more critical way, experience life issues through the eyes of your partner, question your original perceptions about family communication and family functioning, use theory to organize experiences of others, analyze how interconnected social structures affect individuals, among other topics.

Your paper will consist of a brief introduction, followed by a comprehensive analysis of concepts and theories as they relate to your community partner's life.  You will be examining their stories and identifying defining points of their lives; how social, economic, political and historical events shaped their families, how communication changed throughout the life span of the family, among other issues.  You will conclude your paper with what you learned about the nature of families, their stories, and what you learned from your partner.  In addition, you will identify how it felt to create a partnership with your community resident and reflect upon the nature of how this project may be meaningful to your own life.  Finally, you will provide recommendations as to how we as a society can become more effective citizens in remembering the importance of the communication with the elderly throughout our family’s lifetime.


Family History Scrapbook and Presentation: (10%) You will be creating (for your community partner) a 


family history consisting of communication, cultural, historical, societal issues among other elements of 

his/her family development.  The goal is for you to compile the community member’s words and oral stories 

into a “scrapbook” of materials that you will donate to this individual and his/her family.  This may include 

newspaper clippings, photographs, and other memorabilia the partner may want included in the scrapbook.  

You may also tape record (with your partner’s permission) conversations and transcribe them for the 

scrapbook.  In essence, 
you will learn about course concepts through the eyes and experiences of your 

community partner. 

Some areas to include in your family history scrapbook may be:


Stories of courtship within the family


Stressful events and coping strategies of family members


Turning points for the family


Roles and rules adopted within the family


Decision-making in the family


Holiday traditions


Communication & how it changed throughout the stages of family development


Differences between their family of origin and their procreated family


How society, economics and religion impacted the family


Health issues and their impact on family functioning and communication


Births, holidays, favorite memories…
Presentation of scrapbooks and your community partners will take place at the end of the semester.  Check daily schedule for due dates.  Presentations may be informal in delivery; however formality in structure will be expected.  Presentation times will be set after we know how many community partners will be used during the semester.  These presentations will highlight what you have learned from your community partner and allow us to “see” who you have been working with during the semester.

As a side note regarding your community projects, you may also potentially be asked to share your service-learning work with members of the community (these may be community residents, Creighton faculty, facility administrators…) who want to hear about your projects and experiences.  Our department will have a “Showcase” day at the end of the semester where you will be asked to attend and discuss with faculty your projects and your scrapbooks.
3. Family Research/Analysis Papers: (30% of the grade)

You will be completing two research analysis papers; each will be 5-6 pages typed.  You will be choosing a family communication topic (for each paper), providing some background research on the topic, linking concepts from class that are related to your topic, and analyzing your own family communication in regard to your chosen topic.  You will be using 3 outside research sources for each paper, which must be identified using the APA 5th edition writing style handbook. Your text may also be used but will be considered an additional source.

These papers are different from your service-learning project in that you will examine your own family of origin (for one of the papers) and/or perhaps a tv or a friend’s family.  If it is your preference, both papers may be from your personal family.  By the end of the semester, you will have multiple perspectives into how communication affects family functioning.

Additional details of this project are outlined on a separate handout.

4. Application Activities/Attendance: (10% of the grade)

An engaged classroom is one in which individuals are actively prepared for class discussion, making sense of what you are reading and asking questions about what you do and do not understand, critically thinking, talking, and writing about your personal perceptions, sharing with and listening to others’ experiences, and applying readings/materials to your life. 

In order to enhance your preparation portion for an engaged classroom, there will be graded daily assignments/activities that will help you reflect upon and contribute to your understanding of the materials.  Your preparation is twofold:  (1) reading the chapters/materials prior to class, and (2) applying the readings through assignments and activities (both out-of-class and in-class). 
These preparation assignments and activities (out-of-class, in-class, and quizzes) will be worth points and will be calculated as 10% of your final grade.  Some of these will require typing; others may be hand-written.  I will provide specifics throughout the semester.  You will be given assignments at least one class period prior to its due date.  

Assignments will parallel the chapters/readings for class (i.e., asking you to reflect upon the readings, integrating your own experiences with readings, taking a position on an issue… ), thus making your assignments relevant to the course content.

Some assignments may be progressive assignments guiding the development of your projects and papers (i.e., topic ideas, analysis of outside articles…). 

Application Activity Grading:

These exercises will be graded on 5-point scale based upon the following evaluative standards: 

Grading Standards

5  
The response (or participation) is both complete and insightful in that it interconnects class discussions, texts, and readings.  In addition, the response demonstrates critical thought put into the assignment, accuracy of all criteria followed (i.e., done correctly or what is asked), and clarity of general writing and neatness (when appropriate for written activities).

4   
The response (or participation) is complete (i.e., answers elements of the assigned activity) but may include just minimal responses or does not demonstrate insightful thought processes or variety of responses.

3
The response (or participation) is incomplete (i.e., does not fully or accurately respond to the questions posed/activity as designed).  

2
The response is LATE (i.e., after we have discussed/completed the activity or turned in after class) but complete and accurate.

1
The response is LATE (i.e., after we have discussed/completed the activity or turned in after class) and incomplete but the effort was at least made to get one point rather than a zero.

0
Work not submitted/received.  Absent for class activity.

Should any activities necessitate other grading standards, you will be provided with such materials at the time of the assignment.

My attendance policy is embedded within application activity points, because you must be present to earn credit for any in-class activity.*  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL INFORMATION AND ASSIGNMENTS PRESENTED IN CLASS WHETHER YOU ARE PRESENT OR NOT. Regarding this policy, there may be exceptions at my discretion for absences. However, you must personally discuss it with me, at the time it becomes a problem, with documentation of the situation (which may be verified).  If the absence is related to extreme circumstances (family emergencies, hospitalization), you should follow the procedures of your respective college for notifying faculty. 

*University activities: University activities require documentation of the activity from the

advisor/coach of the event indicating dates of travel, prior to the absence.  While traveling, you will 

be exempt from in-class activities, however, any out of class assignments still need to be turned to 

receive credit (unless otherwise noted by me in advance).  Assignments normally due on travel 


days are due BEFORE you leave (check with me for due dates while traveling).  
Grading:  

Your course grade will be based on accumulated percentages earned on the following assignments as identified by the scale below and in the following table.   

Your final grade will be based upon the following scale:

A
=
90-100    %

B+ = 
87-89.99 %



B
=
80-86.99 %

C+=
77-79.99 %

C
=
70-76.99 %

D
=
60-69.90 %


F  =    59.99 % or below  

In order to ensure fairness to all students, please note that these percentage points will be strictly enforced, thus for example, if you earn a total of 89.90 for the semester, your grade will be a B+.  

	Graded Assignments and Percentages – please keep track of your percentages t/o the semester

	
	Percent Possible
	Percent Earned

	Exams 

30%


	Exam 1 


	10
	

	
	Exam 2 
	10


	

	
	Exam 3
	10
	

	Service-Learning Project

30%
	Reflections/Analysis Writing/

Discussions


	 10

	

	
	S-L Analysis Paper
	10

	

	
	Presentation of S-L Partner and Scrapbook
	10

	

	Family Research/Analysis Papers

30%


	Paper One 


	15
	

	
	Paper Two


	15
	

	Preparation/Application Assignments 10%

	Beginning-midterm
	10
	


Course Policies/Expectations

Classroom Environment and Sensitivity: I prefer to have an open and relaxed classroom. I believe learning should be cooperative and enjoyable, which requires full participation from each of us in the classroom. This does not mean you are expected to always talk.  We want to hear your impressions and experiences, however if you are uncomfortable speaking in class, ease into class discussions/activities. What is said in class should stay in class; however, appropriateness and audience analysis are always issues to consider when sharing in class.  In addition, it is not appropriate to discuss outside of class someone else’s personal situations.  I also welcome feedback to aid in this cooperative learning process. If there is something I can do to enhance your learning environment, please let me know.

 While I prefer an informal classroom, I maintain high expectations regarding student work.  I expect everyone to contribute to the classroom environment and share and critique ideas (rather than individuals) openly.   We will maintain a harassment-free classroom.  Any profane or inappropriate ethnic, gender, racial or lifestyle-related comments or behaviors will not be tolerated.  Any student who violates this policy may be asked to leave the classroom.

Community Hours: As indicated previously, you are expected to meet with your community partner at least 8 times (this is a minimal requirement, as you can certainly meet with them more frequently) during the semester. Meeting with your community partner is a requirement for completing the project; it is part of the expectations in order to complete the assignments and learn from the community.  Your final grade will be penalized 2% points for each missed meeting.  Thus, if you are working with a partner in class, please make sure your coordinate schedules so all parties can attend the meetings. 
Community Behavior:  Please remember that you represent Creighton University, our classroom and me, your service site, and yourself as you visit with your community residents.   Your behavior in and out of the classroom reflects who you are as a person.  You are to treat your community residents with respect at all times.  Let’s create a respectful and wonderful relationship between the sites and the university.

Assignments (those not relating to preparation assignments/application assignments):  When 

assignments/papers are due, they will be collected at the beginning of the class period, unless

otherwise instructed by me.  I do not believe in students finishing homework in class or handing it in 
"tomorrow" and receiving full credit.  If you know you will be gone from class, you must turn in 
assignments prior to your absence in order to receive full credit.

Late assignments will be docked 25% the first 24 hours the paper is late.  Thus if you turn in your paper right after class, it is still late.  Anything after 24 hours is worth ½ credit of your total points received.  For example, if an assignment is worth 100 points and you turn it in late (2 days later) and receive an 84 on the assignment, a score of 42 will be recorded in the grade book.  Please pay special attention to these deadlines for the papers and keep up with chapter/reading assignments.  A paper is late after it has been collected in class – no exceptions!

Emergencies require documentation (which may be checked for verification).  It is your responsibility

to contact me as soon as possible for emergencies.  Consult your particular college for emergency 
procedures (i.e., sending notes to faculty members).

Exams:  Exams must be completed on the assigned dates.  If there are concerns about this, you must 

speak to me before the day of the exam.  Any make-up exams (due to travel with sports, academics...) must have documentation and be taken at a date decided upon by you and me, preferably prior to the assigned exam date.  No shows for exams without valid documentation will receive a zero.  Emergencies will be handled on an individual basis.

You are responsible for any information or assignments presented in class whether you are present or not.

Incompletes:  Not an option, unless extreme circumstances make it impossible to finish the course.

Extra Credit:  Not an option, unless given by me to benefit the whole class.

Academic Integrity/Plagiarism/Unethical Behavior/Academic Honesty
All documentation turned in (source information) may be checked for verification and accuracy. 

Unethical behavior includes using misrepresented information in presentations, double-submissions of papers, or plagiarism of ideas.  Material taken from the internet/websites must be appropriately documented.  A hardcopy of all downloaded materials and research articles (regardless of their source) must be turned in with assignments.   This does not, however, refer to complete books.

You are expected to abide by the general University rules and regulations.  

In part, this policy says:


Academic or academic-related misconduct includes, but is not limited to, unauthorized collaboration or use of external information during examinations; plagiarizing or representing another's ideas a one's own; furnishing false academic information to the University; falsely obtaining, distributing, using or receiving test materials; falsifying academic records; falsifying clinical reports or otherwise endangering the well-being of patients involved in the teaching process; misusing academic resources; defacing or tampering with library materials; obtaining or gaining unauthorized access to examinations or academic research materials; soliciting or offering unauthorized academic information or materials; improperly altering or inducing another to improperly alter any academic record; or engaging in any conduct which is intended to or reasonably likely to confer upon one's self or another an unfair advantage or unfair benefit respecting an academic matter.  

Academic dishonesty also includes submitting the same paper to two different classes.

A positive learning environment is one in which individuals treat instructors and classmates with respect, and follow academic honesty at all times.  Behavior obstructing or disrupting to classroom teaching is not promoting a positive learning environment and will not be tolerated.  

Plagiarism, cheating and other acts of academic misconduct, will result in, at a minimum, a failing grade for that assignment, at an intermediate level, a drop of a letter in your final course grade, and at my discretion, a failing grade for the entire course.  

No one wants to see you have these kinds of problems with your work, so please start assignments early and seek help when you need it.  

Formal policies as per the Arts and Sciences College and the University will also be enforced. For specific information regarding these formal policies and procedures, please consult both the Bulletin and the Handbook for further details.  The College of Arts and Sciences has academic honesty procedures in place regarding these issues and can be found via the policy manual Arts and Sciences web page at: http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm

In addition, the Creighton Student Senate has created an Integrity Code, which is copied on the following page and also included in the University Student and Faculty Handbooks.

Integrity in Action: The Integrity Code  - Created by Creighton’s Student Senate

It is your obligation as a student to learn what your professors and your fellow students expect of you here at Creighton. 

But the College can at least help by reminding you of this important responsibility from time to time. That’s why the Student Senate drafted an Integrity Code in 2003 and asked the College to endorse it, promote its use by the faculty, and include it as the final section of this publication.

The Code exists to remind you of your responsibilities …

· to work as hard as you can, 

· to learn as much as you can, and always 

· to ensure that the work you submit is your own (or that those portions of it that have been based on outside sources are appropriately acknowledged). 

It also reinforces the important lesson that these responsibilities never take a break. 

After you graduate from Creighton and begin to make your way in the “real world,” it’s likely that no one will remind you of the importance of integrity.  But your years here on the Hilltop should have given you such a foundation in personal integrity that you will in turn enhance the integrity of every community you join for the rest of your life. 

This Code calls for your signature on papers, quizzes, and tests. Each time you sign your name, you are attesting that the work you hand in is your own.

When you sign on the dotted line, you do so in front of the College faculty, but even more so, in front of your fellow students and the thousands of alumni and alumnae who preceded you at Creighton.

Rationale for the Academic Integrity Pledge

The students and faculty of the Creighton College of Arts and Sciences comprise an academic community established within the framework of Jesuit ideals and firmly rooted in the concept of integrity. 

In an effort to instill integrity in those attending this College and to reaffirm its significance along each student’s academic journey, the College has set in place an Integrity Pledge. The Pledge promotes a shared culture of integrity amongst Creighton students, while also acknowledging in its language that each of us holds him- or herself accountable for any attenuation or neglect of the conventions that define academic integrity. 

The intent of this Pledge is not to act heavy-handedly. The College's students and faculty strongly believe that each student intends to present his or her own original work. But the Pledge serves as a regular reminder of Creighton University’s commitment to the very highest standards of integrity—not only academic but also personal integrity.

The Pledge reads as follows:

  

Daily  Schedule - Family Communication - COM 363 – Spring 2007                       
I will be supplying you with additional materials and lecture notes throughout the semester.  Please keep track of notes and class materials.  You are responsible for all information and assignments presented in class, regardless of your attendance.
** Note that only some daily assignments are listed below. "Specific related assignments" are those that are to be prepared and turned in on the date specified.  Some also refer to in-class assignments. Additional assignments will be announced in class at least one class period prior to due date.  If you miss class, remember that you are responsible for all information and assignments presented in class, regardless of your attendance.  I may post information via Creighton email, and/or blackboard so if you cannot contact me, check these sources or other classmates for information.  

**Remember that you need to turn in 8 reflections in regard to your community partner throughout the semester.  Some specific criteria may be given for reflections; others are your own creations (or based on general criteria in the s-l packet).  These dates (except for the first one) are not specified in the schedule - it will be your responsibility to turn these in on a consistent basis (within one week of your visit).  Stay tuned for anything handed out in class.  We will also have continual in-class reflections once the project is underway.
**We will also have occasional guest speakers come to class to discuss various topics related to the chapters as we progress through the semester.

	Date


	Topic/Material Covered/Chapters 

 (reading assignments to be read for this day) 


	Specific Related Assignments

(turned in, prepared for, in-class 

  activities for this day)



	W - Jan 10


	Introduction to Course/Syllabus

Class Introductions/Course Expectations


	Begin Family Diagram



	F - Jan 12


	Chapter 1 – Providing a Definition
	Presentation of Families



	M - Jan 15
	Chapter 1 con't

Discussion of Service-Learning Project 


	

	W - Jan 17
	Chapter 2 – Providing a Theoretical Framework

	

	F - Jan 19
	Chapter 2 con’t

	Pre-Assessment on S-L Due

	M - Jan 22
	Visit from Community Partner Directors

	

	Date


	Topic/Material Covered/Chapters 

 (reading assignments to be read for this day) 


	Specific Related Assignments

(turned in, prepared for, in-class 

  activities for this day)



	W - Jan 24
	Outside article on elderly/aging

	Preparation for service-learning and expectations


	F - Jan 26
	Chapter 3 – Telling Stories, Making Meaning, and Creating Family Identity
Partner Discussion


	

	M - Jan 29
	Chapter 3 con’t 


	

	W – Jan 31
	Chapter 3 con’t
Metaphor article

	Turn in 5 paper topic ideas for family or origin research papers



	F - Feb 2
	Finish Chapters/Review
	

	You must complete your first meeting with your community resident by the end of the week 

(Feb 9th) -- remember to have the appropriate orientations and agreement forms completed and signed – turn in copies to Donna



	M - Feb 5
	Exam 1 – Chapters 1-3 and Outside Readings/Notes
	

	W - Feb 7
	 Chapter 4 – Communication Roles and Rules

	

	F - Feb 9
	Chapter 4 con’t
	Initial Reflection Due



	M - Feb 12
	Partner Discussion/Reflection in-class
Chapter 4 con’t

	

	W - Feb 14
	Chapter 5 – Communicating Conflict, Power and Violence

	

	F – Feb 16
	Chapter 5 con’t


	

	M - Feb 19
	Chapter 5 con’t 

	

	W - Feb 21
	Chapter 6 – Communicating Intimacy

	

	Date


	Topic/Material Covered/Chapters 

 (reading assignments to be read for this day) 


	Specific Related Assignments

(turned in, prepared for, in-class 

  activities for this day)



	F - Feb 23
	Chapter 6 con’t 


	Family Research Analysis Paper One Due

*This can be either family of origin or family of choice 



	M - Feb 26
	Chapter 6 con’t

	

	W - Feb 28
	Finish Chapters

Paper Discussion

Review

	

	F - Mar 2
	Exam 2 – Chapters 4-6 and Outside Readings/Notes 

	

	M - Mar 5 to

F - Mar 9
	Spring Break - No Classes
	**Great time to visit with your partner if you are in town



	M - Mar 12
	Chapter 7 – Family Communication, Stress, and Stressors


	

	W - Mar 14
	Chapter 7 con’t


	

	F - Mar 16
	Chapter 7 con’t


	

	M - Mar 19
	Chapter 8 – Societal Influences on the Family

	

	W - Mar 21
	Chapter 8 con't


	

	F - Mar 23


	Chapter 8 con’t

	

	M - Mar 26
	Movie Analysis:  When a Man Loves A Woman 


	Family Research Analysis Paper Two Due

*This can be either family of origin or family of choice



	W - Mar 28


	Movie Analysis:  When a Man Loves A Woman
Donna at Central States Communication Convention


	Movie Analysis - Part II


	Date


	Topic/Material Covered/Chapters 

 (reading assignments to be read for this day) 


	Specific Related Assignments

(turned in, prepared for, in-class 

  activities for this day)



	F - Mar 30


	Movie Analysis:  When a Man Loves A Woman con’t
Donna at Central States Communication Convention


	*Donna at Central States Convention; turn in movie analysis part I at the end of class to my mailbox 

Movie Analysis - Part III

	M - Apr 2


	Chapter 9 – Managing Challenging Dialogues
	

	W - Apr 4


	Chapter 9 con’t

	

	F - Apr 6 & 

M - Apr 9

	Easter Break - No Classes
	

	W - Apr 11
	Chapter 10 – New Perspectives on Family Communication

	

	F - Apr 13
	Chapter 10 con’t

	

	M - Apr 16
	Additional topics

	

	W - Apr 18
	Scrapbook work day – in class

	

	F - Apr 20
	 S-L Family Paper Presentations


	S-L Family Analysis Paper Due



	M - Apr 23


	S-L Family Paper Presentations 


	

	Make sure you take your Scrapbooks to present to your community partners this week (Before Finals)



	W - Apr 25
	S-L Family Paper Presentations

*Presentations of S-L Community Partner and Scrapbook by this date


	Post S-L Assessment Due

Scrapbooks Due



	F - Apr 27


	Class wrap-up

Review 

	Family Communication Activity

	Finals April 30-May 4

	Exam 3 – Chapters 7-9 and Outside Readings/Notes
Wednesday – May 2 – 10:00-11:40
	


Paper Grading Criteria

The following will be used as a guide for your papers.  You will receive a grading sheet with more details with your project.

"A" PAPER:  Paper is well organized.  Ideas and arguments are coherent, follow criteria, and clearly and accurately identify any referenced material.  Paragraphs contain strong topic organization.  Analysis shows depth of critical thinking and analysis, which demonstrates new ways of examining the topic; the reader says, "WOW!"  Sentences and transitions are appropriate.  There are few to no errors in grammar, punctuation, or spelling.  Concerns expressed in instructor's comments regarding any drafts have been incorporated into the final text.  Reference page is accurate, complete and consistent.

"B or B+" PAPER:  Overall, the project is well organized.  One or more areas may be underdeveloped or incomplete.  Critical thinking is demonstrated with some new knowledge, but lacks some depth; the reader says, "neat ideas."  The paper contains occasional punctuation, spelling, or grammatical errors.  The paper does not respond to all the major concerns expressed in responses of earlier drafts.  Some passages are awkward, with paragraphs whose topical structure is slightly incorrect or disorganized.  Reference page identifies major sources, but may be incomplete, overlooking some references.  

"C" or "C+" PAPER:  The paper meets overall organizational requirements, although not all topical assignments are met within major sections.   Writing is overly general and does not contain new knowledge; the reader says, "interesting, but..."  More than a few paragraphs do not have strong topical organization or appropriate length.  The project contains spelling, punctuation or grammatical errors to detract the reader from the overall information and context.  Reference format is incorrect.

"D" PAPER:  The paper is poorly organized.  Major sections fail to address required points.  References are substantially incomplete.  Paragraphs are disorganized, with few topic sentences or adequate organization.  As a rule, sentences are poorly constructed; the reader says, "this is hard to decipher."  The paper contains many grammatical, spelling, or punctuation errors, which substantially interferes with comprehension of ideas.  Length is not within requirements.  References are inconsistent and incorrect.  

"F" PAPER:  Sections lack clear organization; the reader says, "what?" Grammar, punctuation, paragraph organization, and sentence structure prevent coherent arguments.  References are incorrect, incomplete, and inappropriately cited.  Examples are severely lacking and length does not meet requirements.  It seems obvious the paper is written with a lack of concern for the assignment or lack of knowledge to complete the paper.

Reflection Grading Criteria
In general, your reflections will be based upon the following grading criteria.  Specific breakdowns and point values will also be used to determine your reflection grades.  See reflection writing criteria and grade sheet for details.

A = Well-organized discussion and explanation of service experience, with frequent, thoughtful connections to class discussions/readings and personal reflections of what the experience means to you and how you will use the information in the future – obvious integration of text and experiences

B or B+ = Organized discussion of service experience with connections to class discussions/readings, some personal reflections of what the experience means to you

C or C+ = Discussion of service experience with minimal connections to class discussions/readings and few references to what you personally think about the experiences

D = Inconsistent, incoherent, or incomplete discussion of service experience with no or unclear connections to class discussions/readings and minimal or no personal thoughts

F = no effort or not turned in (equates to zero points)

Academic Integrity Pledge


In keeping with Creighton University’s ideals and with the Academic Integrity Code adopted by the College of Arts and Sciences, I pledge that this work is my own and that I have neither given nor received inappropriate assistance in preparing it.





Signature: ____________________________________________
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