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Part 1. To be completed by the instructor.
Instructor: Dr. Donna Pawlowski
Department:  Communication Studies

Address:  Hitchcock Communication Arts 301, Creighton University, Omaha, NE 68178

Phone: 280-2531
Fax:  280-2143

Email:  drp@creighton.edu

Course number and name:  COM/363:  Family Communication 

Community partner:  Immanuel Courtyard
Learning Objectives. What do you hope that your students will learn from participating in this community service partnership? What will they learn about the content of the course? What will they learn about their community? What will they learn about themselves?

Course Objectives met with project:

· Describe the role of communication and how it affects family functioning throughout the lifespan of a family

· Explain communication theories and issues relating to family development and their application to family interactions

· Identify family types and describe how communication interactions and issues differ among those families

· Compare and analyze class concepts in regard to partner’s family communication patterns 

· Conduct in-depth family communication history interviews in an ethical, culturally sensitive, and respectful manner in order to analyze real world issues more effectively

•     Engage in discussions and write about family communication that interprets and challenges stereotypes, 

      cultural issues, policy implications, and social injustices throughout family life development

· Construct a statement (personal or other-oriented) of social responsibility and involvement with family and community elders 

Additional Personal Goals for Students with Project:

This experience will enlighten students on the valuable contributions of this sometimes neglected population, as well as provide them with the opportunity to create a nurturing relationship with a community member.  One important element of being in a community is a sense of self as a contributing part of the community in which you live; this opportunity will provide students with that contribution in their life.  It is hoped that students will also be changed emotionally and psychologically in the ways they think about the life stages of family communication and the aging population.

Service Activities. What kinds of community service activities do your students need to perform in order to achieve these learning objectives?


Students in the class will meet with community partner at least 8 times during the semester (this is a 


minimal requirement).  Students will be working in pairs for the project. They will be creating (for their 


community partner) a family history consisting of communication, cultural, historical, societal issues among 


other elements of his/her family development.  The goal is to compile the community member’s words and 


oral stories into a “scrapbook” of materials that the student will create and will donate to this individual 


and his/her family.  The scrapbook may include newspaper clippings, photographs, and other memorabilia 


the community partner may want included in the scrapbook.  Students may also tape record (with the partner’s 


permission) conversations and transcribe them for the scrapbook.

In addition to the scrapbook, students will be writing reflections and writing an analysis paper related to their experiences with the community members.

Instructor Commitments. I agree to do the following things in order to ensure that my students both achieve the learning objectives of the course and assist the community partner in fulfilling its mission.

	□
	I will provide my students with a general orientation to service-learning and will explain its role in achieving the learning objectives of this course.

	□
	I will ensure that each of my students completes a waiver of legal liability, an individual service-learning agreement, and community service-learning partnership orientation prior to participating in community service activities.



	□
	I will make myself available to the supervisor to discuss problems or concerns related to my students’ service activities during the course of the semester.

	□
	I will solicit feedback from the supervisor regarding each student’s performance of his or her assigned community service activities by the end of the semester.

	□
	Other (as applicable)


Instructor’s signature ____________________________________
Date ______________________
Part 2. To be completed by the supervisor.
Community Partner (agency, site) _____________________________________________________

Supervisor _______________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

Phone _______________
Fax __________________
Email ____________________________

Service Objectives. What is the overall mission of your agency? How do you hope that the service activities performed by the students in this service-learning course will help you to fulfill this mission?

Service Activities. What service activities will the students perform to achieve these objectives?

Service Requirements. Please list any special requirements that students will need to fulfill in order to perform these activities (e.g., undergo a background check, possess a driver’s license).

Community Service-Learning Partnership Supervisor Commitments. I agree to do the following things (or to designate one or more staff members to do them) so as to ensure that students both achieve the learning objectives of the course and assist my agency in fulfilling its mission.

	□
	I will provide the students participating in this community partnership with a specific orientation to my community service agency and the service activities that they will perform.

	□
	I will provide the students with any necessary training, supervise the service activities they perform, and certify to the instructor that they are completing the service activities required for this course.

	□
	I will make myself available to the instructor of the course to discuss problems or concerns related to the students’ service activity during the semester.

	□
	I will provide feedback to the instructor regarding each student’s performance of his or her assigned community service activities by the end of the semester.

	□
	I will ensure that students have opportunities to bring to me or to qualified staff members any immediate questions or concerns that they may have as a result of their service activities.

	□
	Other (as applicable)


Supervisor’s signature ___________________________________
Date ______________________
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