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About Us

The Office for Academic
Excellence and Assessment
(AEA) is dedicated to
Creighton University's
commitment to excellence in
teaching and student learning
by offering faculty and staff the
opportunity to:

Imagine...the Opportunities.
Reflect...on Best Practices.
Collaborate...with Campus
Colleagues.
Transform...Student Learning.

Given the changing landscape
of higher education,
pedagogical innovations, and
student needs, AEA invites
creative engagement among
faculty and staff, through
comprehensive university-wide
ongoing professional
development programs and
services. 

Collaboration and conversation
of teaching and learning create
a community of life-long
learners; AEA programs offer
innovative, interprofessional
and interdisciplinary
engagement with faculty and
staff in elevating dialogue on
excellence in teaching and

DISTINGUISHED EDUCATOR AWARD:
UNIVERSITY-WIDE CALL FOR 
NOMINATIONS

The call for nominations for the Distinguished Educator in Teaching
as Scholarship Award is open. Faculty are invited to self-nominate
or recommend faculty for this University-wide teaching award.  The
application deadline is Dec. 3, 2015. 
Instructions for Completing Nomination. | Online Nomination
Application Packet. | Previous Award Recipients.   

The Distinguished Educator in Teaching as Scholarship Award is
presented at the President’s Convocation in February.  Annually, up
to two recipients will be chosen for the award.  Previous award
recipients include:  

2015 
- Noam Ebner, LL.M., Associate Professor - Online Program Chair

Werner Institute, School of Law
- David Reed, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Director of

Computer Science and Informatics, College of Arts and Sciences

2014 
- Gintaras Duda, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Physics, College of

Arts and Sciences
- Naser Zaki Alsharif, Pharm.D., PHD'92, Professor of Pharmacy

Sciences, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions
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assessment of student
learning. 

Contact AEA to learn more
about faculty development
programming, assessment,
course design, effective
teaching methods, and/or the
Scholarship of Teaching and
Learning (SoTL) and service
learning. 

Find past issues of this
newsletter here.

HONORS AND AWARDS

Congratulations to Jeffrey Hause,
Ph.D., professor of Philosophy and
Classical and Near Eastern Studies,
and to the College of Arts and
Sciences on Dr. Hause’s designation
as the 2015 Nebraska Professor the
Year by the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching and the
Council for Advancement and Support
of Education. Read more about Dr.
Hause and the honor here, as well as
view this video.

***

The Creighton chapter of the Student
Societies of Health-System
Pharmacy (SSHP) will be recognized
during the American Society of Health-
System Pharmacists (ASHP) Midyear
Meeting in New Orleans with the
Outstanding Professional Development
Project Award. The winning project
involved creation of an
interprofessional group of pharmacy
and medical students who conduct
weekly case studies led by trained
student leaders. 

***

Law student Tina Piatek received the
Silver Quill Award from the Nebraska
State Board Foundation in October. 
The award was established to
recognize a law student's legal writing
ability as displayed in the classroom
and other writing situations. Faculty
from the School of Law and the
University of Nebraska College of Law
select the award recipients.

***

Adam Carson (BS ’15) and Jorge
Zuniga, Ph.D. were recognized by
AIM, a nonprofit organization that
promotes technology to create brilliant
communities, for their innovations in
low-cost 3D printed prosthetics. Carson
was named the 2015 Tech Student of
the Year and Zuniga was recognized
as the 2015 Tech Innovator of the Year.
This is the first time Creighton
University has received this
recognition. Click here for more photos
and the full list of award recipients.
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***

Joan Eckerson, and two students
from the Department of Exercise
Science and Pre-Health Professions,
Nina Allen and Allison Lieb, recently
attended the Food and Nutrition
Conference and Expo (FNCE) in
Nashville, TN where they presented
data from a research study funded by
ConAgra Foods that examined the
effect of an egg white breakfast and
isocaloric toaster pastry breakfast on
satiety and dietary intake in college-
age women.  The FNCE conference is
the annual meeting of the Academy of
Nutrition and Dietetics.

***

Patricia Soto, Ph.D., assistant
professor of physics, gave a number of
presentations the last few months,
including: “Conformational dynamics of
the cellular prion protein,” co-authored
with students Matt Armbruster,
Natalie Bui, Margaret Carter, William
Graft, Roger Gonzalez, Angela Lax,
Chad Nieri and Bo Zhao and
collaborator Jason Bartz at the Prion
2015 conference at Colorado State
University. 

***

Professor Taylor Keen and his
students were featured on KETV for
the innovative business course in
which students are growing ancient
Native American corn seeds to aid in
curing world hunger and in case a
global disaster ever strikes the world’s
food source. The interdisciplinary class
includes students creating a business
plan to sell and market the seeds to
others in the community. 

***

Tokimane, a short film produced by
John O’Keefe, Ph.D., Tim Guthrie,
and Megan Carroll with funding from a
Haddix Grant will be aired on EWTN in
conjunction with the Pope’s upcoming
visit to Africa.
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The film documents a team from
Creighton University who took to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo in
January, 2013. The film profiles the
Catholic diocese of Tshumbe and the
efforts of some remarkable people to
rebuild after a catastrophic war. Among
those profiled are Nicolas Djomo, the
charismatic bishop of the diocese, a
religious woman trying to build a new
university, and a young woman doctor
who cares for the sick in the midst of
extreme poverty.

***

Lori Rusch, Ph.D, APRN, NNP-BC;
Ann Oertwich, MSN, R.N.; Julie
Manz, Ph.D, R.N.; Kandis McCafferty,
Ph.D, RNC-OB, C-EFM;and Anne
Schoening, Ph.D, R.N., CNE, had a
podium presentation accepted for the
American Association of Colleges of
Nursing (AACN) 2015 Baccalaureate
Nursing Education Conference in
November. They will present
“Quantitative Outcomes for the
Dedicated Education Unit Clinical
Teaching Model.”  

***

Christine Billings, director of College
of Professional Studies and Summer
Sessions, has been elected to a two-
year term as secretary/treasurer to the
AJCU Deans of Adult and Continuing
Education (DACE). DACE is comprised
of the deans and directors of adult and
continuing education programs at
Jesuit colleges and universities in the
United States.

HIGHER LEARNING COMMISSION

ACCREDITATION VISIT
Creighton University is fully accredited
by the Higher Learning Commission of
the North Central Association of
Colleges and Schools. The University
is in the preparation stages for the
2016-2017 HLC accreditation visit on
April 10-11, 2017. 

Please look for campus
announcements and conversations in
the spring 2016.  
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INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH

INSTITUTIONAL RESEARCH
Did you know?
84% of 2015 Creighton graduating
seniors believed coursework was
relevant to their future career, as
compared to 76% nationally.*

The College Senior Survey (CSS),
developed by the Higher Education
Research Institute (HERI), has been
administered to Creighton graduating
seniors since 1993. The instrument is
designed as an exit survey for
graduating seniors and focuses on a
broad range of college outcomes and
post-college goals and plans. For more
information, contact Dr. Ying
Vuthipadadon, Director of Institutional
Research at 402.280.1164. 

*Source: College Senior Survey (2015)

MAGIS COMMON CORE ASSESSMENT

ENGAGED IN ASSESSMENT
PLANS
The MAGIS Core Curriculum
Committee remains actively engaged
in new core course approvals and will
be reviewing the results of the first
annual MAGIS Core Assessment Day
(May 2015).  

Plans for 2015-2016 Assessments
include initial data collection on
“Humanistic and Natural and Social
Scientific Dimensions of the Jesuit,
Catholic Intellectual Tradition” and the
introduction of Communities of Practice
workgroups for those Foundations
courses that will be submitting course-
level assessments in 2016.  These
workgroups are being facilitated by
Brian Kokensparger.

FACULTY DEVELOPMENT

AEA DEVELOPMENT GRANTS
FOR ASSESSMENT OF STUDENT
LEARNING
The Office for Academic Excellence
and Assessment (AEA) is accepting
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proposals for the Assessment of
Student Learning/Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning Grants. The
proposals are designed to support
newly initiated or “early stage”
assessment of student learning and/or
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
(SoTL) projects. Review of
applications began November 11,
and notifications of award will be made
not later than December 23, 2015. 
AEA will continue to accept
proposals during the review
process.  More information on
eligibility, application process and
expectations.

SOTL RESOURCES

STUDENTS' OPINIONS ON
INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
In the International Journal for the
Scholarship of Teaching and Learning,
Volume 9, Number 2, the article, e
article, Setting the Mood for Critical
Thinking in the Classroom, provides
current efforts to enhance critical
thinking focus on skills practice and
training. The empirical research from
the fields of cognition and affect
sciences suggest that positive mood,
even when transiently induced, can
have beneficial effects on cognitive
flexibility and problem solving. This
study tested this hypothesis in a
practical setting.

RECOMMENDED READING

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION AND
LEARNING
The Journal of Education and
Learning, volume 4, article Personality
Traits, Learning and Academic
Achievements, explores the
relationship between personality traits,
learning and academic achievements
in term of grade point average. 

***

The second edition of the Creighton
Journal of Interdisciplinary
Leadership was recently
published. Download the issue or
submit articles for future editions.  

***
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Creighton faculty and professional
staff:  If you have published an article
on teaching, student learning and/or 
assessment, and would like to have it
featured in Recommended Reading
section, please email the article to
Mary Ann Danielson. 

CAMPUS RESOURCES

ASSESSMENT MENTORING
PROGRAM
Do you wonder how Assessment
differs from Evaluation?  Are you
interested in learning how to use
assessment data to improve your
teaching or promotion dossier? Do you
have questions about using BlueLine to
manage and explore assessment
data?

The Office for Academic Excellence
and Assessment has established a
cadre of assessment mentors to assist
individuals, programs and departments
in conducting the many activities that
comprise quality assessment.   

- Assessment Topics and Definitions.
- Cadre of Assessment Mentors.
- Request a Mentor.

AT YOUR FINGERTIPS
The Virtual Center for Teaching
Excellence (vCTE) is a one-stop shop
website with information, tools and
resources to enhance your
classroom/online professional
development for both new and
seasoned faculty. Visit the vCTE
website to learn more about strategies
to actively engage students,
assessment of student learning,
service-learning, effective online and
classroom teaching, and more. New to
the site: BlueLine tutorial videos.

ONLINE DEVELOPMENT

Creighton has an institutional
membership to Online Learning
Consortium (OLC) and WCET.  Both
are great resources dedicated to
improving the quality of distance
learning. 
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LIBRARY PARTNERSHIP
The Reinert-Alumni Memorial Library
partners with both AEA and CAI to offer
campus-wide subscriptions. Take
advantage of the great resources found
in the October issues of the Teaching
Professor and the Online Classroom.
For more information contact Rick
Kerns.

REQUESTS FOR MANUSCRIPTS

The Center for Academic Excellence
is now accepting proposals for the
"Collaborations for Empowerment and
Learning" conference.  The conference
will be held May 26, 2016 in Fairfield,
CT.  Proposal deadline: Mar. 1, 2016. 
Conference and proposal information.  

2015-2016 CONFERENCES

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities (ACC&U), How Higher
Education Can Lead – For Equity,
Inclusive Excellence and the Renewal
of Democracy, Jan. 20-23, 2016,
Washington, DC. 

Virginia Tech Conference on Higher
Education Pedagogy (CHEP), Feb. 10-
12, 2016, Blacksburg, VA. 

Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities (ACC&U), 2016 General
Education and Assessment, Feb. 18-
20, 2016, New Orleans, LA.  

Lilly National Conference, Feb. 18-20,
2016, Newport Beach, CA. 

American Council on Education 2016 –
98th Annual Meeting, Mar. 12-15,
2016, San Francisco, CA. 

The 9th Annual Scholarship of
Teaching and Learning (SoTL)
Commons Annual Conference,
Georgia Southern University, Mar. 31-
Apr. 1, 2016, Savannah, GA. 

Association of Catholic Colleges and
Universities (ACC&U), 2016 Diversity,
Learning, and Student Success, Mar.
17-19, Philadelphia, PA.

International Symposium on Emerging
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International Symposium on Emerging
Technologies for Online Learning, Apr.
20-22, 2916, New Orleans, LA.

Higher Learning Commission
Conference, Apr. 15-19, 2016,
Chicago, IL.

Creighton University
2500 California Plaza
Omaha, NE 68178 
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