
Hazardous Waste Procedure 
Aerosol Can Disposal 

 
I. Purpose 

To manage, recycle, and document the disposal of aerosol cans in accordance with state and 
federal hazardous waste regulations.  Aerosol cans that are used in commercial or industrial 
settings are not excluded from the definition of hazardous waste. 

 
II. Instructions 

a. Place aerosol cans in containers with proper lids (container must not be capable of 
spilling cans if tipped over; this is the same as for any hazardous waste container) 

b. Store waste cans in a secure place 
c. Do not place aerosol can in dumpster or ordinary trash receptacle 

 
III. Content of Aerosol Cans 

If the aerosol can originally contained any substance that could be regulated as hazardous 
waste, rather than as universal waste, then the can itself is hazardous unless it can be 
drained or emptied to less than 3% by the weight of total capacity of the container (“RCRA 
empty”).  Aerosol cans that are RCRA empty but still contain propellants are hazardous 
waste because the propellant makes the can reactive when it comes in contact with a strong 
initial force, pressure, or heat. 

 
IV. Disposal of Aerosol Cans 

Custodial Services will collect empty cans from the campus and place them in the 
appropriate containers.  Additionally, select locations across campus that generate larger 
quantities of aerosol cans will have their own containers.  The recycling crew will be 
responsible for collecting the empty cans from the containers.  They will then puncture the 
cans and dispose of the empty cans as scrap metal.  The contents of the barrel that the cans 
are emptied into will be characterized and disposed of in the appropriate manner, depending 
on the contents of the barrel.   No pesticide cans can be punctured or disposed of in the 
regular trash. 
 
Because Creighton recycles the empty, punctured cans as scrap metal. These cans are 
excluded from being hazardous waste.  See the Nebraska Department of Environmental 
Quality’s Guidance Document #05-181, “Aerosol Can Waste” for further information. 
 

V. Hazardous Waste Determinations 
A. The contents collected in the aerosol can puncturing drainage collection drum need to 

be correctly characterized.  Creighton keeps a log (attachment 1) of all cans punctured.  
From this, we can make a determination of the contents of the drum. 

B. If a can that is punctured is not empty, and the contents are a listed waste, the waste 
must be characterized as the listed waste, because the solvent was not spent; it is 
unused, but not “spent”.  For this reason, we need to carefully document any non-empty 
cans that are punctured. 

 



Attachment 1.  Aerosol can logsheet 
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