PLS 121
American Government & Politics
Dr. Phil Meeks







E-Mail: pmeeks@creighton.edu





GOALS FOR THE COURSE

By the end of the course, students who complete all assignments should be able to:

· recognize fundamental challenges of democracy in America 

· understand the roles that citizens and institutions play in addressing challenges of democracy 

· analyze political consequences of institutional structures and individual incentives 

· know fundamental concepts used in Political Science to study American political behavior and institutions 

· use and evaluate evidence in debates of issues in American Politics 

REQUIREMENTS
A)  Three Exams: Two in class exams @ - 15%; Final Exam (take home) - 20%

B)   Two Papers 

1.   Personal Political Reflection - Sources of Socialization (10%)

2.   Debate Paper – (20%)

C) Class Participation - 20% - Attendance will be recorded. All absences beyond 3 will result in 2 point deduction from this requirement. Service projects & surveys included here.

Journals of current events and commentary may be turned in for extra credit. "Op-ed" essays submitted and published in the Creightonian receive double extra credit.

Required Readings:
1. Greenberg & Page, The Struggle for Democracy, 6th Ed., Longman, 2003.

2. Miroff, et. al, Eds., Debating Democracy, 4th, Houghton Mifflin, 2003.

3. All handouts.

Recommended Reading:

 New York Times (Daily)(print or web version); Economist, (weekly).

Academic Dishonesty on any major test, paper, or assignment will be punished with failure for the entire course.


Topic
Reading/Assignment

Introduction




What is American about Politics?



G&P- Chap 1



Constitutions - Yesterday & Today - I 


G&P- Chap 2





Constitutions - Yesterday & Today - II



Why Federalism? 





G&P- Chap 3



Political Culture & Socialization - I



G&P- Chap 4



Political Culture & Socialization - II



First Paper Due


Public Opinion - I





G&P- Chap 5



Public Opinion - II



The Media - I






G&P- Chap 6



The Media - II



First Exam


Interest Groups - I





G&P- Chap 7



Interest Groups - II



Social Movements - I





G&P- Chap 8



Social Movements - II



Political Parties - I





G&P- Chap 9



Political Parties - II









Participation, Campaigns & Elections - I


G&P- Chap 10



Participation, Campaigns & Elections - II






Congress - I






G&P- Chap 11



Congress - II





Fall Break


Presidency - I






G&P- Chap 12




Presidency - II













Federal Bureaucracy 





G&P- Chap 13



Courts & Legal System – I




G&P- Chap 14



Courts & Legal System – II


Second Exam








Service Projects



Service Project Presentations



Civil Liberties






G&P- Chap 15




Civil Rights






G&P- Chap 16



Economic Policy





G&P- Chap 17



Economic Policy – II





Second Papers Due


Thanksgiving Holiday




Foreign & Defense Policies - I



G&P- Chap 18




Foreign & Defense Policies - II









Foreign & Defense Policies - III



Foreign & Defense Policies - IV



Evaluations & Conclusion - Future of American Politics



Review



Take Home Final 

