PLS/WGS 329 GENDER AND POLITICS

Dr. Sue Crawford (X2569) (crawford@creighton.edu)

Office Hours:  Varies per semester

Office:  Ad430
PURPOSE

This course provides students with an opportunity to read and reflect on topics of gender and politics.  Students who successfully complete the course requirements will also improve their ability to read, discuss, apply, and critique philosophical, behavioral, and public policy material.  The course is also designed to strengthen critical thinking, and analytical skills.    

REQUIREMENTS

READINGS

Students are expected to work through all of the assigned material prior to the class period for which it is assigned.  Working through means reading the material, noting useful concepts, the most important arguments, identifying questions and applications, and noting any consistencies or inconsistencies in the readings. Students are also expected to read and watch news for stories related to gender and politics and be prepared to discuss those stories in class. 

Required Texts for the Course

· Ford, Lynne.  Women and Politics.  Houghton Mifflin
· Mastracci, Sharon H.  2004. Breaking Out of the Pink Collar Ghetto: Policy Solutions for Non-College Women.  Armonk: M.E. Sharpe.

· Biographical Book – Skirting Tradition or approved alternative text.

PARTICIPATION

Participation in class discussion is an important part of this course.  Criteria for the participation grade includes: attendance, active participation in discussions, reference to material from assigned readings in discussions, and ability to use evidence in discussions, and ability to make clear arguments and critique others’ arguments.  Class participation is evaluated nearly every class period.  Unexcused absences count as failing grades for participation for the period. 
QUIZZES AND SHORT ASSIGNMENTS

We will regularly use quizzes and short assignments to improve our learning.  Some will be assigned before class and due at the beginning of class; others will be assigned during class period.  Assignments need to be turned in ahead of time when an excused absence is known in advance.  Make up assignments will be made available for in-class assignments.  Students are responsible for meeting with me and obtaining make up assignments.  
EXAMS

Two exams test material in the course.  One exam tests history and theory material.  A cumulative final tests material from all sections of the course.  The political behavior and policy material are also tested through the paper and presentation assignments.

PAPER & PRESENTATION PROJECTS

There are two main paper and presentation assignments for the course.  One paper and presentation develops a research question idea related to gender and politics.  The other paper and presentation analyze policy options for dealing with a particular policy issue.

 Detailed instructions for the papers will be distributed on Blackboard and discussed in class.  Feel free to see me with questions about the assignments.  
ACADEMIC HONESTY

All work that you submit must be your own.  All sources must be cited properly.  The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the progress of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty and are subject to punishment including an F for the assignment or an F for the course.  Suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean’s office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines. 

(http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm)

COURSE GRADES

The grades for the course are based on percentages of points available.  The points assigned to each requirement are listed below.

A
92-100% 
B+
87-92%
B
82-86%
C+
77-82%

C
70-76%
D
60-69%
F
Below 60%

Discussion Participation

  25
Quizzes and Short Assignments
  30-50 

Theory & History Exam

  40
Research Question Paper

  30
Research Question Presentation
  10
Policy Paper


  
  50
Policy Presentation


  20 

Final Exam



  75

SCHEDULE

Classes meet as scheduled unless an official cancellation notice is sent from me or Joleen Richwine.  Class cancellation notices will be sent to your Creighton email account.  Joleen Richwine (Room 430; phone X2836) will also be notified of any cancellations.  No other postings should be considered official notifications of class cancellations.

Brief Histories of Gender Movements 

Dates


Introduction to Course




Introduction to the Suffrage Movement




From Suffrage to ERA:  History and Political Lessons (US)
· Ford, Chapter 2

Comparing Movements: 
· Feminist modernism and national tradition: Britain, the United States, Hungary, India ;  Allen, Ann Taylor; ;  Journal of Women's History;  07-01-2002




Father’s Rights and Boy’s Education Movements
· Bertoia, Carl, and Janice Drakich.  1993.  The Father’s Rights Movement.  Journal of Family Issues  14: 592-615.
· Dads Want Their Day ,  By: Smith, William C., ABA Journal, Feb2003, Vol. 89, Issue
· Tending to Johnny ,  By: St. Lifer, Evan, School Library Journal,  Aug2004, Vol. 50, Issue 8



International Women’s Rights Movements and Challenges
· Ford, pp. 161-165
· Freeman, Marsha.  1999.  International Institutions and Gendered Justice.  Journal of International Affairs 52: 512-532.

· Abdela, Lesley.  “The Women of Iraq Deserve More Say in their Nation’s Rebirth,  (Washington Post Editorial)

· It Takes a Village of Women to Raise Up Outcast Females (Washington Post Article)

· see websites on pp. 296
Gender and Sex




Boys and Girls are Different (Film)




[Book/Interview assignment for Lessons discussion due]






Gender, Sex, and Politics

· Feminist Perspective:  Tobias, Gender and Politics Redefined 

· Ford’s Distinction:  p. 7-8

· Gloria Steinam, “This I Believe” (NPR essay)
What other gender or sex distinctions have you covered in other classes?

Equality & Liberal Political Theory
Political Philosophy




Equality and Feminist Approaches 

· Ford, Chapter 1



Phillips, Anne.  1991.  What’s Wrong with Liberal Democracy?  

· Engendering Democracy, Ch. 6. (Blackboard)



Black Women and Feminism
· bell hooks selections (Blackboard)




Men and Masculinity in Liberal Theory

· Carver, Terrell.  2005.  Locke: Overtly and Covertly Gendered 

Narratives of Political Society.  Men in Political Theory, Ch. 7.



Optional:  Look at the original document being analyzed

Link to Locke’s Second Treatise 




http://www.constitution.org/jl/2ndtreat.htm



Gender in Other Political Theory Perspectives 

· Trotsky, From the Old Family to the New

· The Politics of Dignity (Review of Asian works)

· Care and Political Theory (Tronto)




History, Gender, and Theory Exam

Gender and Political Behavior 
Social Science Methods
Mass Public Behavior



Introduction to Gender Differences in Citizen Behavior

· Ford, Chapter 3 



Statistical Analysis of Gender Differences

· Review Ford, Chapter 3

· Preparation for reading articles.



The Gender Gap

· Kauffman, Karen M. and John R. Petrocik.  1999.  “The Changing 
Politics of American Men: Understanding the Sources of the Gender Gap.”  American Journal of Political Science 43: 864-887.




Another Look at the Gender Gap

· Rodebeck, Laurie.  2005.  Partisanship, Religion, and Gay Rights: 

Another Perspective on the Gender Gap.  Presented at the Midwest Political Science Association Meeting, April 2005.




Is There a Participation Gap?

· Young Women and Politics

· Schlozman, Kay Lehman, Nancy Burns, and Sidney Verba.  1999.  
“’What Happened at Work Today?’: A Multistage Model of Gender, Employment, and Political Participation.”  Journal of Politics 61: 29-53.



Gender Gap in a Comparative Perspective

· Kampwirth, Karen.  1998.  “Feminism, Antifeminism, and Electoral Politics in Postwar Nicaragua and El Salvador.” Political Science Quarterly 113: 259-279.  
· Jelen, Ted G., Sue Thomas, and Clyde Wilcox.  1992.  “The Gender Gap in Comparative Perspective: Gender Differences in Abstract Ideology and Concrete Issues in Western Europe.” European Journal of Political Research 25: 171-186.

Gender in Political Leadership



Women Seeking Office

· Ford, Chapter 4




Women as Political Actors

· Ford, Chapter 5



State and Local Politics Studies

· Deckman, Melissa, Women in Local Politics and Government 

· Kathlene, Lyn.  2000.  Position Power vs Gender Power: Who 

Holds the Floor? In Georgia Durest-Lahit and Rita Mae Kelly, eds. Gender Power, Leadership, and Governance  Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press.



Congress and Judiciary

· Deckman, Melissa, Women in the Judiciary

· Hallet, Stephanie.  2001.Truth and Fiction: A Study of the Gender Gap in U.S. National Legislature.  Politics 21: 186-192.




Media Coverage and Gender

· Deckman, Melissa, Women in the Media 
BREAK



Research Question Presentations 
Gender and Public Policy
Policy Analysis Methods

Policy Analysis Case Study 
Breaking Out of the Pink Collar Ghetto: Policy Solutions for Non-College Women



Problem Definition: Chapters 1-3



Alternatives: Chapter 4
Research Question Paper Due


Policy Evaluation: Chapter 5-7



Advocacy: Chapter 8

Policy Topics and Forums



Education
· Ford, Chapter 6



Education Policy Forums


Work

· Ford, Chapter 7



Work Issue Policy Forums
Break




Family Life & Reproduction
· Ford, Chapter 8

  
Family Life and Reproduction Forums


Political Science Gay Marriage Symposium
· PS:  Political Science and Politics. April 2005. Volume 38:2. (Available in electronic format.  Read three pieces.)



Lessons From Personal Stories


Skirting Tradition; Biography/Autobiography; or Interview

Final Essay Due
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