 
PLS/HAP 334  Public Policy of Health Care


Spring 2006
Dr. Sue Crawford







Office:
A 430






Phone:  280-2569






Office Hours: MWF 10:30-11:20; T  10:30-12:30 & 1:30-2:30


Email:
crawford@creighton.edu




This course offers a review of government policies and programs that affect health care in the United States.  The course covers the basic policy actors, policy processes, and policy analysis tools that help one to understand current health policy and the potential for changes in health policy.  The primary objectives of the course include the abilities to identify key policy actors and explain their role in health policy; to explain the status and consequences of current health care policies (particularly Medicaid and Medicare), to explain the processes through which health policy occurs, to compare health policy across countries, and to analyze issues of cost, technology, quality, and ethics as they pertain to health policy issues.  The assignments for the course are also designed to improve communication skills including writing, oral presentations, and interviewing.   

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Required Reading

The readings for the course come primarily from four textbooks available at the Creighton Bookstore. Other readings are available through Blackboard, on the web, in the library, or on e-reserve. You are expected to also regularly read news stories, especially those related to health.  You will spend considerable time reading additional material for your group projects.  Expect to spend 6-9 hours a week preparing for class each week.    

Required Texts 

· Graig, Laurence A.  1999. Health of Nations: An International Perspective on U.S. Health Care Reform, Third Edition.  Congressional Quarterly.

· Oberlander, Jonathan.  2003.  The Political Life of Medicare. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
· Longest, Beaufort B., Jr. 2006.  Health Policymaking in the United States, Fourth Edition. Health Administration Press.

· Weissert, Carol S. and William G. Weissert.  2002.  Governing Health: The Politics of Health Policy, Second Edition.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press.

Class Participation and Attendance

Students are expected to read the assigned material, to read material for group work, and read news on health policy and to discuss the readings and news in class.  Obviously, to participate, you must attend class.  Attending every class is very important.    

Criteria for Evaluation of Class Participation:  

Student contributions to class discussion and discussion on Blackboard should demonstrate 


(1) serious efforts at reflection upon the assigned material or topics; 


(2) evidence of preparation for class discussion; 


(3) respectful and engaged discussion of class topics; and 

(4) application of concepts and questions to current news coverage

The scale for evaluating class participation is excellent, good, fair, poor, and fail.  Evaluations are made for nearly every class session.  Midterm and final grades are an average of the daily scores.  Rude or disrespectful treatment of other students, the instructors, or guest speakers is intolerable, and will severely affect one’s participation grade. Unexcused absences count as failing participation grades for the day.

Group Projects 

Students will be divided into groups for three assignments.  The major group assignment involves tracking a health bill as it moves through the state legislature and writing a case report on the history of the bill over the semester.  The two smaller assignments involve writing testimony for the bill that the group tracks and presenting a panel presentation on the policy topic related to the bill.  

A single group grade will be given for the group projects in most cases. 
The instructor reserves the right to adjust the grades of individual group members for group projects to address inadequacies or excellence in performance.  
Group Report on a Health Bill -- Each group will identify at least one bill to track through the state legislature during the course of the semester.  Each member of the group will be responsible for research of a different aspect of the bill report.  Each member of the group will be responsible for interviewing one person who has some connection to the bill.  The interviews may be done over the phone or email if travel to a state capitol is not possible.   One person will interview a sponsor of the bill about the history and origins of the bill and will do other research on the history of the bill.  One person will interview a legislator who is active on the bill about his/her strategy for bill passage and conduct other research on the strategy.  One to two people will interview interest groups about their role in the bill and investigate other interest group involvement on the bill. The report will combine all of this information into a well-organized and readable report that reflects both information on the bill itself and a good understanding of the health policy issues discussed in class.  The report must contain sections on History, Legislator Strategy, Interest Group Activity, Government Implementation, and an analysis by the entire group of policy process of the bill thus far and the potential success of the bill in later stages. The paper needs to demonstrate mastery of class concepts and ideas.  You use class material to analyze your bill.  The bill paper is the major writing and analytical assignment for the semester. 

Testimony

Each group will work devise a strategy for submitting persuasive testimony for a hearing on a bill or for developing a fact sheet useful for outside lobbying.  This may be a single memo, letter, or fact sheet or multiple memos or letters.  Each group will submit a polished draft of the memo(s), letter(s), or fact sheet along with a report that describes the advocacy strategy and ties the strategy to class material.  The strategy report should include answers to questions such as: to whom the advocacy writing is directed and why; how you framed your argument and why; and the possible effect you would expect your argument to have and why.  The advocacy writing is worth 25 points and the advocacy report is worth 10 points.
Group Panel Presentation

Each group will present an informative panel discussion on a health policy topic related to their bill tracking project.  (For example, if the group tracks a bill on stem cell research, they would prepare a panel presentation on stem cell research).  The group will be responsible for researching additional scholarly and news sources on the topic, creating a useful presentation briefing, and giving an interesting presentation on the topic.  Presentations need to include: 1) basic information about the policy debate; 2) overview of recent politics in the US or in US states; and 3) a discussion of reform ideas.  Each group will have 20 minutes for their presentation.  At the time of the presentation, each group must handout copies of a presentation briefing that includes a title, an executive summary, handout information, and references.  Each group prepares one joint briefing.  The presentation should explain the information in the handout.  The panel presentation is worth 25 points and the panel briefing is worth 25 points.  
Students will be asked to evaluate the contributions of other group members.  The instructor reserves the right to adjust individual grades for the group project based on poor performance or outstanding performance of individuals in the group.   

Group Participation

Each group member will be evaluated by the other members of the group.  These group evaluations will be used to assign a group participation grade worth 25 points.   

Exams

A mid-term and final exam will test your ability to analyze and apply material from the readings and from class discussion.  

Wednesday News Reports

On each Wednesday before March 24th we will have class time for news report discussion.  Each student is responsible for preparing four news reports for four different Wednesdays prior to March 24th.  The news report provides a full cite for a news story from the week and discusses how that news story relates to one concept in the readings for that day.  Reports that provide full cites for a news story from the week and apply it to a concept from the reading for the assigned day in a way that demonstrates understanding of the news story and the concept earn 5 points.  A good full paragraph would be sufficient to meet the requirement.  Reports earn 4 points if they attempt to apply a concept from the weeks reading to a news story from the week, but do not demonstrate a clear understanding of the concept or news story.  Reports earn 3.5 points if they incorrectly apply a concept or use an old news story.  Reports earn 0 points if they fail to apply a concept. The reports must be turned in before class discussion begins.  Late Wednesday reports will not be accepted.    
In-Class Assignments/Quizzes
Unannounced in-class assignments will comprise up to 50 points of your final grade.  The assignments will focus on applications of and understanding of the assigned readings and class discussions.  Occasionally the assignments will be announced ahead of time.   

COURSE GRADES

Letter grades for the course are assigned based on the percentage of total points earned.  Grades are assigned according to the following scale:

A
92-100%

B+
87-91%
B
82-86%
C+
77-81%

C
70-76%

D
60-69%
F
Below 60%

Point Distribution
Class Discussion/Participation


 25

Exam1





 50

Exam 2




 50

Testimony




 35  (25 for advocacy writing – 10 for report)

Panel Presentation



 25

Panel Briefing




 25

Group Bill Report



 50
Group Participation 



 25

Quizzes/In class work



 25-50
News Reports (4 @ 5 pts)


 20
Individual Grades:  195 – 220

Group Grades:  135

IMPORTANT CLASS POLICIES

Late exams will not be accepted without prior approval except under the most unusual circumstances.  Late news reports will not be accepted. Late papers are subject to a dock of one half of a letter grade for each day late.  Weekend days count towards the dock.        

All missing assignments are giving a grade of 0.  This can hurt your grade very badly.  It is much better to turn in a failing assignment than to miss an assignment.

Academic Honesty: All work for the class must be your own, except for those projects that are specifically identified as group projects.  Group projects must be the product of work by the group.  All sources that are used must be cited appropriately.  Evaluations of the work of others must be your best attempt to fairly assess the work.  Plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, or distortion or destruction of others' work will be reported to the Dean and result in a failing grade for the assignment.  Academic dishonesty can also result in a failing grade and/or suspension from the class. Suspected cases of academic misconduct will be reported to the Dean’s office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines. 

(http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm)

COURSE SCHEDULE

Supplemental readings may change as new cases or article become available.  Readings will be made available electronically, in class, or through the reserve desk.  The schedule may change as opportunities arise or as events in Lincoln or Washington unfold.

Jan 11


Introduction to the Course – Health Policy




Starting the search for state topics
Jan 13


Health Indicators and Determinates – Dependent Variables




Longest Chapter 1

Jan 16


Health, Health Policy, Politics, and Health Administration




Longest Chapter 2

Come prepared to discuss health policy issues – bring national and state examples

POLICY DYNAMICS

Medicare Story I and Health Policy Context 

Jan 17 

Last day to add/drop classes

Jan 18


Weissert, Chapter 6

Jan 20


Oberlander Chapters 1-2
Health Policy Context -- State Politics, Federalism, Medicaid

Light assigned readings this week – you need to be working hard on getting your group projects set up now.  Expect a lot of reading and coordination time here.

Jan 23


Weissert Chapter 5

Jan 25 


Federalism Basics – Medicare and Medicaid Basics



Longest:  Appendix A and Appendix B
Jan 27


State Health Issues
Review news sources, Kaiser, and state legislature websites for interesting state bills.  Bring information on 3-4 bills.




Group Time – Submit 2-3 bill proposals by the end of class.
Scanning, Tracking, Analysis and Advocacy

Jan 30


Longest, chapter 3
Feb. 1


Longest Chapter 4
Feb 3, 6, 8

Policy Analysis and Advocacy

Reading time should be spent on group testimony reading and work


[Group time on one day]
Policy Process: Agenda Setting, Formulation

Feb 10


Longest Chapter 5
Feb 13


Longest Chapter 6
Feb 15


Oberlander Chapter 3

Advocacy Writing Due!

Politics of Implementation and Modification

Feb 17


Longest Chapter 7
Feb 20


Longest Chapter 8
Feb 22


Oberlander Chapter 4

Feb 24


Oberlander Chapter 5

Feb 27


Oberlander Chapter 6

Mar 1


Oberlander Chapter 7

Mar 3


Exam 1

SPRING BREAK!

POLICY ACTORS

Congress & President

Mar 13
-15

Weissert, Chapter 1-2
Mar 17


State Legislatures, Governors and Health Policy




See Blackboard for reading assignments




Come prepared to discuss governor and legislature politics for your case



Interest Groups and Bureaucracy

Mar 20-22

Weissert Chapters 3-4

Easter Break!

Mar 24


State Interest Groups and Bureaucracy




See Blackboard for assignments




Come prepared to discuss governor and legislature politics for your case

Policy Analysis & Policy 

Mar 27

Policy Process Analysis: State Project Questions/ Introduction to Comparative


Graig Chapters 1-2

Comparative Health Policy

Mar 29


Graig Chapters 3-4

Mar 31 

Graig Chapters 5-7

Apr 3


Recent Cross-National Research (Cardiovascular care; patient care; cost)




In Blackboard folder

Apr 5


Group Work Time
Health Care Reform: Options and Obstacles

Apr 7,10,12,19,21

Panel Presentations on Health Issues

Group Bill Analysis Due April 19 by 4:00 PM
Apr 24
 

Graig Chapter 8




Review Oberlander on Medicare




Review current issues on Medicare




Come prepared to discuss application to your policy case
Review & Overview:  What's happened?  What have we learned?

Apr 26-28

Major Health Policy Debates and Changes in NE & other states 




Major Health Policy Debates and Changes in US 




Major Reforms & Prospects



Advocacy and Analysis Strategies

Final! 
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