PLS215
COMPARATIVE POLITICAL SYSTEMS







Instructor:  Professor James Wunsch

e-mail:  
jwunsch@creighton.edu
PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND OBJECTIVES:  The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic tools and concepts in political science and to familiarize students with the research process of the social sciences.  The first part of the course focuses on a number of classic political systems.  The second focuses on how (method) and what (subject matter) political scientists compare.  This will consider the structures and processes within the nation-state, beginning with generalizations drawn from comparative analyses.  In the final section of the course extended consideration is give to global processes occurring across international boundaries:  development and democratization.  


The objectives of this course are 1) to master the key concepts in political science, 2) to master the research process, 3) to develop critical thinking skills, and 4) to develop good technical writing skills.

TEXTBOOKS:  The following textbooks are required.  

Almond, Gabriel A., G. Bingham Powell, Jr., Kaare Strom, and Russell J. Dalton.

Comparative Politics:  A Theoretical Framework.  4th Edition.  NY:  Pearson Longman, 2004.  (APSD).

Sodaro, Michael J. Comparative Politics:  A Global Introduction.  2nd edition.  Boston:  
McGraw-Hill, 2004. (S)

Strunk and White, The Elements of Style.
Evaluation:  You will be evaluated on the basis of two (2) hourly examinations, a final exam, a research proposal, several unannounced quizzes, and participation.  The weight for each component is as follows.  Please note that I do not accept any work submitted by e-mail.  


1st and 2nd hourly examinations

15% each =
30%


Final examination





20%


Research proposal





30%


Unannounced quizzes





10%


Participation






10%


Points for each requirement will be assigned from 0-100.  The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignments and the following scale.  


93 to 100




A

88-92 B+

83-87 B

78-82 C+

70-77 C

60-69 D

Below 60




F

Class Participation:  You will be assigned a grade based on your participation in class, which will be worth ten percent of your final grade.  Obviously, if you attend class infrequently, you cannot participate and your grade will suffer as a result.  You will be penalized one point on your final grade for every class missed over a limit of three.


Readings for the course are listed in the assignment section of this syllabus.  Please, read the assigned materials before each scheduled class.  In the expectation that you have done so, I will feel free to call upon students to respond to questions based on the readings.  Even if I do not call on you, you should make sure that you read and comprehend the assignments since I do not intend to lecture “from the book.”  Instead, I will use the readings as a “springboard” for the day’s lecture.

Unannounced Quizzes:  As a further incentive for you to read and participate in class, there will be several unannounced quizzes during the semester.  The quizzes are designed to test your understanding of the basic ideas and concepts introduced in the assigned readings before they are discussed in class.  They will be worth 10% of the final grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes.  Unless you have an appropriate excuse you will receive a zero for each quiz missed.

Exams:  A missed exam will receive a zero, unless arrangements have been made to reschedule it in advance.  Be aware that illness is normally the only acceptable reason for this.  All exams will be a mix of short and long-answer essay questions.

Research Proposal:  You will prepare a research proposal, typewritten and double-spaced, for submission December 9.  Drafts of sections of the proposal will be submitted throughout the semester.  (The first draft of the research questions is due October 5, the first draft of the literature review section is due October 14, the first draft of the hypothesis and theory section is due October 28.   The first draft of the measurement section will be due November 4.  Drafts may be resubmitted as often as the student may desire but no drafts will be accepted after November 23.  I do not accept either drafts or the proposal by e-mail.  The following schema contains the elements necessary to a good research complete design and is provided as guidance.  DRAFTS ARE TO BE SUBMITTED ON TIME.  YOUR GRADE WILL BE PENALIZED IF YOU FAIL TO DO SO!

1) Research Question:  This is a very important part of your proposal as it is your starting point.  If this is poorly thought through, the rest of the assignment will have difficulties.  Identify the central question, which your proposal intends to answer.  The question must be formulated so as to seek a cause for a particular political phenomenon (note: political, no social or economic!).   It must look at a phenomenon that can be compared among many states.  It should ask the question, why does this variable occur at varying levels among these states?  You must define clearly and completely all your key terms.  Conclude by arguing why the question is an important one for political science.  ALL research questions must follow this format:  Why is there variance in Y (where Y is a variable that is political and has significance for political science as a discipline)?  One page is usually enough.  
2) Literature Review:  This is also a very important part of your proposal.  You should cover:  Who else has looked at the issue?  What were their conclusions?  What problems do you see with their arguments?  How will your paper differ from previous research?  This is NOT a “term paper” where you try to come up with a “thesis” or “answer” to the research question.  You are to explore and report what other scholars have said on this topic.  You should also evaluate their conclusions.  This section should be 8-10 pages long.
3) Hypothesis and Theory:  Clearly indicate what you believe is an answer for the research question, and why this explanation is one you find persuasive.  Explain the theory behind your hypothesis.  What is the cause(s) of the phenomenon you are investigating?  What causes are you specifically rejecting?  What is the rationale behind your hypothesis?  All hypotheses MUST follow the format of “if X increases/decreases, then Y increase/decreases!”  This section is usually one to two pages long.  Remember, explaining in theoretical terms why you believe your hypothesis must be included in this section.

4) Measurement:  How would you “operationalize” these variables?  Where have you found the data to test the hypothesis (i.e., specific reference sources, data sets, web sites, etc.)?  This section is usually two pages long.
5) Footnotes and Bibliography: You must cite all sources.  The style for both citations and the bibliography is found in The Brief Holt Handbook.  Do not rely on only a few sources addressing your issue!  Your bibliography should contain a sizable number of scholarly books and articles:  ten at the minimum.  Should you need help in identifying sources, do not hesitate to ask me for assistance.  You should have a minimum of ten scholarly sources (i.e., articles from scholarly journals or presses).
The final grade for the research proposal will be a weighted average of the draft sections (your first and second drafts:  one-third of the grade) and the final submission (two-thirds of the grade).  The scale on page one of this syllabus will be used in determining the grade for the research proposal as a whole.  Individual drafts will be graded as components as you turn them in.  Remember, the final product should be a “finished” and coherent paper.  Thus, you could have a better grade on the individual components than on the final paper if it is not particularly coherent, and in particular in you do not resolve criticisms of the earlier drafts!  Also note that the instructor’s level of expectation rises with each draft.  Thus, a first draft that rates a “B” at that time might get only a “C” at the final draft if it has not been improved.  Always, make it better, unless the instructor says, “perfect … no changes needed.”  Each draft of the paper should be written in proper grammar and clear syntax.  In preparation for this, read carefully Strunk and White’s classic The Elements of Style.  Then, read it again!  Coherence of presentation will also be evaluated.  Overall, the final paper will be graded according to the following criteria and weights.  

· Grammar, syntax, coherence, organization




30% 

· Quality of hypothesis







10% 

(proper format; originality, clarity, importance (i.e., non-trivial),

explanation of significance to political science as a field; clarity and

completeness of definitions of concepts used)

· Literature review







40% 

(extent and appropriateness of sources…minimum is ten scholarly 

sources; completeness of coverage of the sources and of alternative 

explanations of hypothesis; conciseness and coherence of review; use 

of proper format)

· Measurement








10% 

(clear operationalization of concepts; completeness, specificity and 

appropriateness of sources of data identified to test hypotheses)

· Footnotes and bibliography






10% 

(proper format; completeness of citations in text; completeness of 

bibliography…all sources used are appropriately cited, and are covered

in a bibliographic section)

Late Submissions Policy:  Those submitting assigned work late will suffer a five-point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof including weekend, vacations and holidays.  If you have an illness or similar problem, talk to me immediately. I do not accept late submissions of the final draft of the proposal.  This is to get you accustomed to doing work on time, and because there are serious time pressures on all of us because of the semester calendar.  If we do not move promptly through each step, at the end of the term you will not have time to present an effective final draft.  This is not an assignment you can do at the last minute.  Among other things, mission the draft deadlines will probably mean you cannot, mathematically, get better than a “D” on the assignment.  I do not accept late submissions of either the final exam (should it be a “take home” final) or the final draft of the proposal.

Office Hours: Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments!  Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance!  You may well find then that my calendar is full.  My office hours are noted on page one of this syllabus.  You may also reach me by e-mail.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited.  The purchase of “research service” papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse of abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty.  While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an “F” for the course.


Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean’s office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm).  Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgment that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.  

ASSIGNMENTS:  Unless otherwise noted, assigned readings are to be read by the first day of the lesson.

Topic







Reading Assignment

The US Political System




S, 119, 141-161, 187-206









(key terms)









S, 185-187 (US)

British Political System




S, 341-387, 

German Political System




S, 437-483









(Germany)

NO CLASS – SEPTEMBER 3-8

The French Political System




S, 388-436









S, 484-524 









(Japan)

Democracy






S, 162-184

A Framework for Comparison



APSD, 39-55

Comparative Politics





S, 3-55

And Political Science



An Art or a Science?





S, 56-95

FIRST HOURLY EXAMINATION – SEPTEMBER 28

Thesis Writing (Research Questions



Johnson & Joslyn, pp 41-71, 

  And Literature Reviews)




153-169 (on library reserve)

Behavioralism:  Political Culture



APSD, 56-77









S, 255-269

FIRST DRAFT OF RESEARCH QUESTION SECTION DUE – OCTOBER 5

Political Behavior: Recruitment 



APSD, 150-152

 And Elites






S, 96-118

Thesis Writing (Hypotheses and 



S, 628-658

 Theories)






(Mexico)

FIRST DRAFT OF LITERATURE REVIEW SECTION DUE 

Ideology and Constitutions




S, 270-294









S, 123-140









APSD, 128-141

FIRST DRAFT OF HYPOTHESIS AND THEORY SECTION DUE
Rational Choice Theory




TBA

 And New Institutionalism




Johnson & Joslyn pp 73-110

 Measurement







(on library reserve)

Institutions:  Party Systems




APSD, 102-126

 And Elections






S, 230-240

FIRST DRAFT OF MEASUREMENT SECTION DUE – NOVEMBER 4

Institutions:  Legislatures




APSD, 141-147









S, 185-206









S, 686-706









(Nigeria and South Africa 









due Nov. 10)

Institutions:  Executives




APSD, 147-155









S, 185-206 (review)

Institutions:  The Bureaucracy 



APSD, 155-160

 And Public Policy





APSD, 165-196

LAST DAY TO SUBMIT DRAFT SECTIONS OF THE RESEARCH PROPOSAL -NOVEMBER 23

SECOND HOURLY EXAMINATION – NOVEMBER 30

The Third World



(review chapters on Nigeria 




and  South Africa, Mexico




and Brazil)

THANKSGIVING BREAK – NOVEMBER 24-28

Development and Modernization



S, 295-315









S, 316-336

Democratization 





S, 207-229

RESEARCH PROPOSAL DUE

FINAL EXAMINATION 

Remember:

The key ingredient for success in this course is following the syllabus regarding the readings, coming to class prepared, and following the due dates and directions for the research design.  If you can do all these things, you should succeed.  Your success here will well prepare you to your future studies in Political Science and International Relations.  However, if you do not do these things, you may end up with a D or F in the class and will find your 300-400 level PLS/IR courses much more difficult.  Good Luck! 

