Interest Group Politics PLS 235
INSTRUCTOR: 
      Dr. Richard Witmer

OFFICE/PHONE:
      x2869


E-MAIL: 
      witmer@creighton.edu      
    

OFFICE:                     Admin 424A

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


This course is intended to provide students with an introduction to Interest Groups in the American states and Washington, D.C., the theories that help us understand them, and their activities. By first building a theoretical understanding of what IG’s are, their role in American government, who participates and why, we build an understanding on which we can further examine their activities in political process.  Importantly, we integrate numerous examples, including the civil rights movement, religious conservatives, unions and American Indian nations to examine different examples of interest groups and interest group activities at multiple levels of government. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES: At the end of the course students will be able to:

A. Understand the role of interest groups in the American Political System.

B. Identify and apply theoretical approaches to the study of the US interest groups.

C. Understand the influence that individuals have on interest groups and their reasons for participating in interest groups activities. 

D. Critically evaluate the lobbying process in light of numerous interest group and governmental factors.

E. Clearly articulate the application of interest group theories and actions in a research paper and in-class presentation.

BOOKS REQUIRED: (4)

1. Lowery, David and Holly Brasher. Organized Interests and American Government
2. Mason, W. Dale. Indian Gaming.
3. McAdam, Doug. Freedom Summer
4. Rosenthal, Alan. The Third House: Lobbyists and Lobbying in the States
Other reading requirements

1. Selected Journal Articles and Book Chapters are required and will be posted on the course site on blackboard. https://courses.creighton.edu/. These articles will provide theoretical depth and understanding to the topics covered in the course and are drawn from the classic writings on Interest Groups.  You are required to read these articles, print or take notes and come to class prepared to engage in discussion about these readings. 

2. You must keep up to date with what is happening in government and politics. You may subscribe to a Newspaper or read news online.  The New York Times and Washington Post are excellent sources. Local newspapers, while excellent sources of local and regional news often do not cover American Government in the detail necessary for our discussions. 

OTHER REQUIREMENTS:

Two basic requirements for the class should go without saying, but I mention them just in case. First, you must read all of the assigned readings as outlined in the syllabus. It is imperative that you read the material prior to class. I remind you that exam questions will come from the lecture and readings. We will not necessarily cover all of the readings in class, but you are responsible for knowing the material required on the syllabus.


A second requirement is attendance.  The class uses a discussion/lecture format with the readings as background.  If you miss class you will miss how the readings are important to an understanding of the readings. I do not lend out my notes and it is often difficult to fully understand the information without attending class.  Finally, I will take roll on occasion.   

EXAMS AND GRADING:

The requirements for the course are two exams, and a final paper. The exams will include all of the information in that section of the course. The final paper will count as the final exam. Do note that the paper requires you to integrate information from throughout the class.  Each  exam will count for 30% of the grade. The final paper is also 30% of your grade, including your presentation. The final 10% is attendance/participation/quiz scores.  Format for the exams will be a combination of short answers and essay.  

I will post on Blackboard a sheet that outlines the paper assignment in detail. Briefly, you are required to research an interest group or a political appointment or legislation of importance to competing interest groups and report on it. http://courses.creighton.edu

ACADEMIC HONESTY


The University Bulletin defines academic dishonesty as “engaging in any conduct which is intended or reasonably likely to confer upon oneself or another an unfair advantage or unfair benefit respecting an academic matter.”   Any attempt to pass off another person’s work as your own constitutes plagiarism, and will be treated as a violation of the University’s policy on academic honesty.   To avoid any inference of academic dishonesty, you must give full attribution (i.e., footnotes or other citations) to any assistance you received while preparing your paper--whether printed, human, electronic, or extraterrestrial. It also applies to materials available on the Web or through other computer facilities.  Both quoted and paraphrased material should be cited, and credit given to ideas you received from readings or discussions. In effect, cite everything that is not an original thought. The failure to give credit where credit is due constitutes academic dishonesty and will result in a zero grade on the offending paper, with no opportunity to make it up.  Infringements of University Academic Honesty standards will be handled according to the Academic dishonesty procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.  College procedures for dealing with academic dishonesty are available at: http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm
COURSE SCHEDULE:


Note that Instructor reserves the right to alter the schedule as necessary during the semester.  Additional Assigned Readings will be announced in class and posted on Blackboard.

Date

Topic




Assigned Reading for Class
Week 1



Introduction to the Course

Syllabus



Interest Groups overview

Blackboard: Squire et al. 

Week 2



Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday
Video 



Federalist #10 and Factions

Blackboard: Federalist #10



History and Organization of IG’s
Blackboard: Wright chapter 2

Week 3


Representing Interests


Lowery and Brasher (LB) 1



Pluralism






Critiques of Pluralism:

Blackboard: Bachrach and Baratz




Two faces of power

Week 4


Critiques of Pluralism:

LB ch 2 pp 29-48 



Collective action


Blackboard: Mancur Olsen



Exchange Theory


Blackboard: Browne

Week 5



Why do people Join Groups?

LB Ch 2 pp 48-63



Benefits of Group Membership
McAdam book complete



Freedom Summer Video


Week 6



Freedom Summer Discussion
 



Freedom Summer Discussion cont.
   

part 1 review and wrap-up
Week 7



Exam 1



all readings part 1


Interest Groups in the States

Rosenthal The Third House (TH) chpt 1-2 








LB ch 3 pp 78-107



Associations and interests at Stake
TH 3-4
 (chapters to read for class)



Week 8


Rules and Relationships

TH 5-6



Politics and Support


TH 7-8



Lobbying and Influence

TH 9-10

Week 9

Break 
no class 

Week 10


Interest Groups in Washington
Blackboard: Schlozman








LB ch 3 pp. 70-78



Interests in Action: Christian Right
Blackboard: Green and Bigelow



Interests in Action: Unions

Blackboard: Francia
Week 11


Types of Lobbying: 


LB Ch 4. pp 158-168

Inside and Outside





Types of Lobbying:


LB Ch 4, pp 108-125



Grassroots

Week 12


Political Expenditures: Hard Money
LB Ch 4, pp 125-142


Political Expenditures: Soft Money
Blackboard: Boehmke and Witmer
Week 13

     
Interest Group Mobilization

Mason, Indian Gaming Entire


No Class MWPSA
Week 14
     
 Indian Nation’s 


Blackboard: Witmer and Boehmke



Political Expenditures


    
Lobbying the Executive Branch
LB 6



Lobbying the Judicial Branch

LB 7
Week 15

   
Exam 2




Student Presentations



Student Presentations

Week 16



Student Presentations






Student Presentations



Student Presentations



Final Exam


8am

Final Paper Due

