 

PLS 303


POLITICS OF RUSSIA

Instructor: 

Dr. Terry Clark
Office:


280-4712, Ad 426a
e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu 

PURPOSE: The course introduces students to the evolving processes and emerging structures and institutions in the former Soviet Union. The focus will be on the economic, political, and social transitions in Russia. Materials will be covered in three parts. Part I of the course will consider the geographical and historical context of the Stalinist system. Part II will examine the attempts to reform the system that culminated in the 1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. Part III will focus on developments within Russia since the implosion. 

TEXTBOOKS: The following four (4) textbooks are required for the course. 

Brown, Archie, ed. Contemporary Russian Politics, A Reader. NY: Oxford University Press, 2001. (Br)

Bunce, Valerie. Subversive Institutions: The Design and the Destruction of Socialism and the State. NY: Cambridge University Press, 1999. (Bu)

Kempton, Daniel R. and Terry D. Clark, eds. Unity or Separation: Center-Periphery Relations in the Former Soviet Union. Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002. (KC)

Shevtsova, Lilia. Yeltsin’s Russia: Myths and Reality. Washington, D.C.: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1999. (Sh)

EVALUATION: You will be evaluated on the basis of one examination, a book review, an argumentative essay, and participation. The weight for each component is as follows:


examination







20%


book review







30%


argumentative essay






40%


participation







10%


Points for each requirement will be assigned from 0 to 100. The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


93 to 100




A


88 to 92




B+


83 to 87




B


78 to 82




C+


70 to 77




C


60 to 69




D


below 60




F

Class Participation: You will be assigned a grade based on your participation in class which will be worth ten percent of your final grade. Obviously, if you attend class infrequently, you can not participate and your grade will suffer as a result. For every absence over three I will deduct one point from your final grade. 


Readings for the course are listed in the assignment section of this syllabus. Please, read the assigned materials before each scheduled class. In the expectation that you have done so, I will feel free to call upon students to respond to questions based on the readings. Even if I do not call on you, you should make sure that you read and comprehend the assignments since I do not intend to lecture "from the book." Instead, I will use the readings as a "springboard" for the day's lecture.


Since this course covers contemporary issues, I expect you to stay informed of current developments in Russia by reading a newspaper with good international coverage such as the New York Times or The Wall Street Journal. Current events will be a frequent topic of discussion in class, especially during the final portion of the course.

Book Review: A book review of approximately eight to twelve pages in length, double-spaced, and typewritten is due February 11. The book reviews will address the following issues: 1) the book’s theme, 2) the major points made by the author, 3) an analysis of the author’s bias, and 4) an analysis of the plausibility of the argument.

Argumentative Essay: An argumentative essay of approximately fifteen to twenty pages in length, double-spaced, and typewritten is due May 3. The paper must be based on original research, and it must be properly documented with citations and a bibliography in accordance with either the MLA or APA style contained in The Brief Holt Handbook.


Students must submit essay topics for approval by March 8. Failure to do so will result in a ten point penalty on the grade for the final paper.


I will not accept papers being written, or written, for other courses. A first draft of the paper is due April 8. I do not accept papers by e-mail. The draft will be graded and returned with comments for improvements. Students will make ten minute oral presentations on their papers from April 29 to May 3. The final version of the paper is due May 3. 


The research paper will be worth 40% of the course grade. The final grade for the paper will be the average of the first submission (twenty percent), the final submission (sixty percent) and the oral presentation (twenty percent).


Papers will address some current, debatable topic about society, politics, or the economy in any republic of the former Soviet Union, or subset thereof. Papers must identify all possible answers to the controversy and argue in favor of one of these positions. Therefore, your essay must consist of more than a simple "retelling" of events. Examples of the types of questions I am looking for are: "Is Russia a democracy?" "What efforts must be undertaken to stabilize the Russian economy?" (You may not write on either of these two questions.)


The argumentative essay will be evaluated based on grammar, style, logic, and content using the following scale:


Style:



Grammar




10 points



Clarity





10 points


Content:




Statement and Importance of


10 points



 the Topic (Debatable Question)



Identification of all Possible


10 points



 Positions in the Debate



Statement of the Position which

5 points



 the Paper Will Defend



Presentation of the Argument


15 points



 Against Alternative Views



Presentation in Favor of the Essay’s

25 points



 Position 



Conclusions and Implications


5 points



Bibliography and Citations


10 points

Late Submission Policy: Those submitting assigned work late will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof. I do not accept late submissions of the final exam, or the final draft of the argumentative essay.

Academic Honesty: Students are reminded of the University policy against cheating and plagiarism. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such behavior, should you do so, you will receive a failing grade for the course.

OFFICE HOURS: Let me encourage you to visit with me to discuss any problems you are having with the materials or course assignments. Do not wait until the last minute to seek advice or assistance. You may well find that my calendar is full. My office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. and Fridays from 10:30 to 11:30 A.M. and from 2:00 to 3:00 P.M. You may also reach me by e-mail or you may call me at home (293-8460) between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. (please, do not call after 10:00 P.M.). 
ASSIGNMENTS: Students are expected to have read all assigned materials by the first day of the lesson.

Topic



Date




Reading Assignment

Course Introduction

Jan 16




None

Geographical Context

Jan 18




None






Lenin and the Bolshevik 
Jan 21




None

Revolution









The Stalin Revolution

Jan 23




None


The Stalinist System: 

Jan 25-Feb 1



Bu, 1-55

Marxism?





Reforming the System:
Feb 4-6




None

Khrushchev to Chernenko









Reforming the System:
Feb 8





None

Gorbachev 





BOOK REVIEW DUE (Sh) – February 11

The Soviet "Implosion"
Feb 11-13




Bu, 56-126

The First Republic

Feb 15-18



Sh, 31-106

The Second Republic

Feb 20-22



Sh, 107-292

Writing an Argumentative
Feb 25




None

Essay

The Challenge of 

Feb 27




Br, 513-568

Transition

Democracy and 

Mar 1-4



Br, 455-512

Democratization 

Russian Political 

Mar 6-8



Br, 9-48

Institutions

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY TOPICS DUE – March 8

SPRING BREAK – March 9-17

Super-Presidentialism

Mar 18-20



Br, 49-98

The Legislature


Mar 22-27



Br, 99-150

EASTER BREAK – March 29 – April 1

Electoral System

Apr 3-5



Br, 151-210

DRAFT ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY DUE – April 8

The Party System

Apr 8-10



Br, 211-246

Russian Society

Apr 12-15



Br, 289-344

The Economy


Apr 17-19



Br, 247-288

Russian Federalism

Apr 22




KC, 1-46, 189-214

Issues of Local Governance
Apr 24




KC, 217-226

Forces of Fragmentation
Apr 26




KC, 99-142

Oral Presentations

Apr 29-May 3


ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY DUE – May 3

SECOND EXAMINATION – Monday, May 6, 10:00 – 11:40 A.M.

