PLS 310 – Political Science Research Methods

 
	Overview
This course introduces you to the techniques used for empirical research in the social sciences. You will learn sampling, data collection, measurement, and intermediate statistics. You will also master SPSS. The goal is to give you the skills necessary to write a brilliant senior thesis. It is also worth noting that the skills you learn here are a good preparation for careers in government, market research, polling, and policy analysis.
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Texts:
Philip H. Pollock, III.  The Essentials of Political Analysis (Congressional Quarterly Press, 2003).

Derek Rowntree.  Statistics Without Tears (Allyn and Bacon, 1981).

It is absolutely essential that you keep up with the readings and lectures!! If you sit down with your texts in a quiet corner and concentrate, I guarantee that you'll come away with an intuitive grasp of statistics that will never leave you. But you MUST put in the effort.

There will be several in-class quizzes on the Rowntree book.

Do not sell these texts at the end of the semester. You will need them for PLS 591!

Course Requirements:
Attendance policy:  I will not take attendance, but you should be aware that the cumulative nature of the material makes it easy to fall behind if you miss class. In fact, if you miss more than a few, you'll probably fail. You will be held responsible for the lecture material (much of which is not covered in the texts) during the weekly quizzes.

Labs: In the weekly lab, you'll take quizzes and work on computer assignments. Again, you don't have to come, but if you don't you'll miss a quiz and your grade will suffer grievously. 

Section AA:        
Section BB:        
Section CC:        

Quizzes and homework assignments: Each week in class and in the labs, you get to do either a quiz, a homework assignment, or both. If I sense that you're not doing the reading, theses quizzes will be unannounced. I will drop the two lowest quiz or homework grades. In return, I will give no make-ups, and I will accept no excuses for missed quizzes. The only exceptions are medical, or a university-sanctioned activity (and I'll need to see an excuse). Use your freebies carefully! You can only take a quiz in your assigned section. Taken together, the quizzes and homework assignments account for 25% of your grade. The homework assignments listed below must be turned in the following week during lab. Late homework assignments will be penalized one letter grade.

Exams: There is a midterm and a final, each worth 20% of your grade.

Computer project: In the second half of the semester, you'll choose one of the data sets available from the Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR) to test a hypothesis. This project accounts for 35% of your grade. You'll hear more about this as the semester progresses. Late computer projects will be penalized one letter grade.

Other Stuff:
Academic honesty: You are expected to abide by the University's policy on academic honesty. It says:

"Academic or academic-related misconduct includes, but is not limited to, unauthorized collaboration or use of external information during examinations; plagiarizing or representing another's ideas as one's own; furnishing false academic information to the University; falsely obtaining, distributing, using or receiving test materials; falsifying academic records; falsifying clinical reports or otherwise endangering the well-being of patients involved in the teaching process; misusing academic resources; defacing or tampering with library materials; obtaining or gaining unauthorized access to examinations or academic research material; soliciting or offering unauthorized academic information or materials; improperly altering or inducing another to improperly alter any academic record; or engaging in any conduct which is intended or reasonably likely to confer upon one's self or another an unfair advantage or unfair benefit respecting an academic matter."  For more details, click here.

Cell phones: Turn off your cell phone before class!! Turn off your cell phone before class!! Get it? Turn off your cell phone before class!! 

Office hours:  Varies per semester

Schedule of Readings and Lectures:

Date
	
	Introduction & course overview.
 

	
	Using the Scientific Method in Political Science.
 

	
	Concepts
Pollock, pp. 7-12.
 

	
	Measurement
Pollock, pp. 13-25.
Rowntree, pp. 13-27.
 

	
	Measurement (continued).
 

	
	Hypotheses
Pollock, pp. 28-37.
 

	
	Experimental designs
Pollock, pp. 37-42.
 

	
	Non-experimental designs
Pollock, pp.42-47.
 

	
	Non-experimental designs
Pollock, pp. 58-70.
 

	
	Describing variables
Pollock, pp. 61-74.
Rowntree, pp. 28-37.
 

	
	Describing variables - central tendency and dispersion
Rowntree, pp. 38-56.
 

	
	Describing variables - the normal distribution, z-scores
Rowntree, pp. 57-81.
 

	
	Spuriousness and the logic of control
Pollock, pp. 77-100.
 

	
	Non-probability samples
 

	
	Probability samples
 

	
	Sampling and inference
Pollock, pp. 102-124.
Rowntree, pp. 92-99.
 

	
	Sampling and inference (continued)
Re-read Pollock, pp. 102-124.
Re-read Rowntree, pp. 92-99.
 

	
	Sampling and inference (continued)
Re-re-read Pollock, pp. 102-124.
Re-re-read Rowntree, pp. 92-99.
 

	
	Sample proportions
Pollock, pp. 124-128.
Rowntree, pp. 99-101.
 

	
	Literature reviews - a review
 

	
	Transforming variables in SPSS
 

	
	Midterm Examination!!
 

	
	The logic of statistical significance
Pollock, pp. 130-133.
 

	
	No class!  Break.
 

	
	T-tests
Pollock, pp. 133-139.
Rowntree, pp. 102-121.
 

	
	T-tests (continued)
Re-read Rowntree, pp. 102-121.
 

	
	T-tests (continued).
Re-re-read Rowntree, pp. 102-121.
 

	
	One-way analysis of variance (ANOVA)
 

	
	Crosstabs - the chi square
Pollock, pp. 139-144.
 

	
	No class - 2005 Midwest Political Science Student Conference; University of Minnesota, Mankato.
 

	
	Crosstabs - measures of association
Pollock, pp. 144-151.
 

	
	Crosstabs - proportional reduction of error
 

	
	Correlation and Bivariate regression
Pollock, pp. 154-165.
Rowntree, pp. 155-184.
 

	
	Bivariate regression (continued)
 

	
	Dummy variables
Pollock, pp. 165-168.
 

	
	Multivariate regression
Pollock, pp. 168-175.
 

	
	Logistic regression.
Pollack, pp. 179-203.
 

	
	Logistical regression (continued).
Re-read Pollock, pp. 179-203.
 

	

 
	No class - Easter!!

	
	Time series - an overview
 

	
	No class. Work on data analysis projects.
 

	
	No class. Work on data analysis projects.
 

	
	No class. Work on data analysis projects.
 

	
	Review and catch-up.
Data analysis projects due!!
 

	
	Final Examination!! 
 


