PLS 311

POLITICS OF AFRICA

Dr. James Wunsch

Phone:  280-2568

E-Mail:  jwunsch@creighton.edu

INTRODUCTION


Let me begin discussing this course by observing that one semester hardly dents the surface of the complexity and variety of contemporary Africa.  For that reason alone we will be unable to cover nearly all that is interesting and important.  What we will try to do, as a result, is get an overview of some critical general topics (where we will pursue breadth and generality rather than depth and specificity regarding particular states or peoples) and problems in depth into several key issues.  The course will be organized into two broad units following this outline.  These will be:


(1).  Background to Modern Africa, including traditional society, colonialism, decolonization and nationalism, and the dawn of independence;


(2).
Critical issues for Contemporary Africa: the problem of state decline, economic development, ethnic conflict, and democratic reform.

While this is not perfect, it offers an introduction to Africa as a culture and society and an overview of key problems.

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES

The Goals of this Course Are:

· Students will understand and be able to explain major aspects of traditional/historic African culture, economies and politics.

· Students will understand and be able to explain major historical events in Africa in the colonial and nationalist eras, and their affects on contemporary Africa.

· Students will understand and be able to discuss the causes and affects of major issues in post-independent Africa, including:

· economic stagnation and decline;

· corruption;

· the militarization of politics;

· the collapse of democracy and of constitutional governance;

· the decline in capacity and legitimacy of African states;

· ethnicity and ethnic conflict; and,

· recent democratic reforms and their possible longevity. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Effective mastery of course learning objectives, which will be tested by:

1.
Two mid-term exam (30%)

2.
Final exam (30%)

3.
Preparation of two, “mini” papers (approximately 10 pages each) on politics and economics of two different African states.  One will be due in late October, the other in early December.  The first paper will be returned to you with comments, for final submission two weeks later.  The emphasis of the papers is to be analytical (i.e., WHY have the countries experienced their political and economic successes and failures since independence.)  (30%)  These are to be submitted with bibliography and footnotes.  Make sure you use multiple, diverse and up-to-date academic and scholarly sources!  You should have at least ten scholarly sources for each paper.  Do emphasize use of contemporary scholarly journal articles in these assignments (since 2000).  I must OK your choice of countries for these papers.   (30%) 
4.
Regular attendance, active participation in class discussion (10%).

Readings should be done before class in order to make the lectures more informative and make informed discussion possible.  Please do not come unprepared, and then complain about “lack of discussion.”  I will (consider it a probability!) pass out unannounced class quizzes on the readings, particularly in classes where you have come unprepared!  Each quiz will count 5% of your grade, and the poorer you do in class discussion, the more I will assign.  Please take me seriously!  Class organization will vary.  Sometimes I will lecture; often I will ask you questions about the readings and let discussion go where it will.  Sometimes I will divide you into small groups to cover a topic and report back to class on it.  

OVERVIEW OF COURSE
Allow me to make my perspective perfectly clear from the outset.  I have studied Africa for the last 35 years, and lived there off and on for several of those.  This includes living, lecturing and/or doing research in Ghana, Zambia, Liberia, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Sudan, Botswana, Swaziland, Nigeria, Uganda, and South Africa.  These experiences have left me with an attitude of sympathetic criticism toward African governments since independence, and great admiration and respect for Africa’s peoples.

Few scholars, practitioners or even African leaders argue that the last 45 years have been “successful” for African governments.  Political systems have been unstable as democracies, and constitutional regimes have been displaced largely by one-man rule or by military regimes . . . Economies have generally stagnated or even declined . . . International influence has eroded since independence. . . Africa’s people are in general significantly worse off since 1960.  On the other hand, with some exceptions, disasters have been avoided: war, civil war, and brutal tyrannies have mostly been avoided, or are now behind us.  The purpose of this course grows from this perspective, and is twofold:  Why has Africa experienced this mixed record, and what alternative strategies might be pursued to improve matters?  It is these questions on which the entire course is focused, and your ability to answer them is how your grade will finally be determined.

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

Attendance:  Attendance is expected.  You and you alone are responsible for all classroom material, including changes in assignments, due dates, etc..  If you miss class (for whatever reason) the burden is on you to make-up the material.  Attendance will be taken, and erratic attendance will damage your grade, through erosion of your performance on tests and through the 10% of grade awarded for class participation and regular attendance.  Do NOT miss class!

Academic Honesty:  All work is, obviously, to be your own.  That means no copying from other sources, use of papers submitted by other students, or use of papers turned in by you for other classes.  Any quotation of paraphrases must by accurately footnoted.  I keep a file of all papers submitted from prior years, so please do not err.  Any papers which are not your own will receive a zero without the option of a “second try.”  Zeros are devastating (they are far worse than “Fs” which average in at 50%.  Save your research notes and prior drafts for me to review in case any questions arise. 

Due Dates:  Due dates matter.  Late papers will be reduced by 5% per day.  Let me repeat that: 5% per day, including weekends!!  Missed exams will be made-up within one week from the date administered, and only under verified medical or other Dean’s Office excuses.  Fairness to all of you required that I am even-handed in these requirements.  Please do not ask for exceptions. Please reread this section to make sure you understand it quite clearly!

Writing Assignments:  This is an “official writing” certified class.  This means you must revise and resubmit one of your two papers.  This resubmission is due two weeks after the paper was returned to you.  The two grades are to be averaged. Do submit a well-crafted first paper:  it is NOT to be a “rough draft,” and will be graded as a regular final draft re:  grammar, syntax, spelling, organization, format, focus, etc.  The second submission is an opportunity for you to refine your best work, not finish an incomplete paper!  Due date penalties apply to both submissions.  Please invest yourself in these papers - I know that I do when I read and grade them.


I do not accept “pre-submissions,” though I am perfectly willing to discuss with you your paper, your sources, and your analytical progress.  You need to write your paper yourself:  “pre-submissions” too often become instructor-written papers, and/or lead to too much dependence on the instructor.

Instructor’s Philosophy:  I believe your investment in a college education will only be fulfilled by courses which push you to do more and better than you have heretofore.  Therefore, I consciously push you to read, write, think, analyze, and learn as much as I can and as I believe you are able.  I also believe education can be enjoyable - even fun! - and hope to enjoy this experience with you.  Lastly, I am available to meet with you to help you in any way appropriate - or just to talk about Africa.  Please feel free to stop by or e-mail me at jwunsch@creighton.edu.

COURSE OUTLINE

SYLLABUS

DATE


TOPIC



READINGS

August 26

OVERVIEW OF COURSE



Unit I. 
Introduction to Africa:  

Values, Patterns of Life, 

Historic Influences 

Aug. 30

A.  Overview of Africa

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart 

Sept. 1







Peter Schraeder, African Politics 









And Society, Chpts. 1 & 2

Sept. 6, 8

B. Background to Contemporary
Schraeder, chpts. 3 & 4




Africa




article by Jackson & Rosberg




Unit II.  
Contemporary Issues: 




An Overview
Sept. 13-22






Schraeder, Chpts. 5, 6, 8 – 10

MIDTERM EXAM #1:  SEPTEMBER 29
FIRST DRAFT OF POLITICS PAPER DUE: OCTOBER 6

Unit III.  
Focus Topics
Oct. 4, 6, 11, 13
A.  The State, “Development” 
Robert Bates, Market and States in 



And Corruption


Tropical Africa (entire book) 









Articles by Karl, Diamond and 









de Mesquita

Oct. 25, 27

B.  The Collapse of the State:

Pierre Englebert, State Legitimacy 
Nov. 1, 3, 8

Why and What Next?


And Development in Africa 









(entire book)









Articles by Harnishfeger, Dauda and 








Tendler

Nov. 10, 15

C.  Ethnicity:  What is it?

Articles by Hale, Bowen, Horowitz,




How can it be managed?

Esman, Berman and Lund

NOVEMBER 17:  MIDTERM EXAM #2
Nov. 22, 29

D.  Democratization:  Real Reform 
E. Gyimah-Boadi, Democratic 
Dec. 1


or Simply a Chimera?


Reform in Africa (entire book)









Articles by Ukiwo and Sawyer

PAPER #2 ON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DUE: NOVEMBER 29



Unit IV: 
Dec. 6, 8 

What Next?



Article by Shivakumar

FINAL EXAM: DECEMBER 14, 1-2:40 P.M.
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