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Course Description   
    This course is a comparative analysis of the various political systems in the Middle East. Attention will be focused on the process of political development and the transformation from traditional to modern political entities. Special analysis will be given to such issues such as the Arab-Israeli conflict, rise of Islamic fundamentalism, the Iran-Iraq War and post 9/11 events. Contemporary domestic politics of the major countries is explored along with the general geo-political importance of the Middle East in current United States foreign policy. 
Course Goals: 
By the end of the course, students who complete all assignments should be able to: 
      Recognize fundamental challenges of contemporary Middle Eastern politics 
      Understand the roles that Middle Eastern citizens and institutions play in addressing these challenges 
      Analyze political consequences of decisions by international and Middle Eastern institutional structures and individual behavior 
      Know fundamental concepts used in political science to study Middle Eastern political behavior and institutions 
      Use and evaluate evidence in debates of issues in Middle Eastern politics 
 Course Requirements: 

A) Two Exams: Midterm (take home) - 20%; Final Exam (take home) - 25% 
B) One - 15 Page Country Report or Specialized Topic Report - 35%.  Mandatory revision stage. Due after midterm. 
C) Participation - 10% - Attendance will be recorded. All absences beyond 3 will result in 2-point deduction from this requirement. Grades are A-C-F. You must receive an “A” in this category to get an “A” for the course. 
D) Group projects - 10%. Grades are A-C-F. You must receive an “A” in this category to get an “A” for the course. 
Journals of current events and commentary may be turned in for extra credit. "Op-ed" essays submitted and published in the Creightonian receive double extra credit. 
Books 
Palmer, Politics of the Middle East, Peacock, 2001. 
Congressional Quarterly, The Middle East, Congressional Quarterly, 9th Ed., 2000. 
Gerner, Understanding the Contemporary Middle East, Lynne Rienner, 2000. 
Spencer, Middle East, 9th Ed., McGraw Hill/ Dushkin, 2003. 
General information about writing papers 
Papers should be about 15 pages in length (double spaced), and typed. Bibliography & tables or appendices should not be counted toward page requirements. All sources should be cited and referenced in “end-notes” using a bibliographic format. (Consult style book if necessary) Plagiarism will be punished with an automatic failure for the entire course. Format: Report should be broken down into sections but with continuous text on pages. 

 Paper will be graded according to 1) quality of analysis, 2) comprehensiveness, 3) organization & clarity of writing, and 4) punctuality. Late papers will be penalized 5 points (out of 100) for each class period that they are late. 

Stages in Writing process:

1. Students hand in outline and preliminary bibliography two weeks before deadline.

2. Students turn in final draft by deadline.

3. Students write final revisions after critique by instructor.

4. All revised papers must be turned in before finals week of semester. 
“Country Reports” 

1. Introduction (1-2 pages)

A general statement about the importance of the country and its current situation in contemporary global affairs. 

2. Political Situation (3-4 pages)

A description of the current political situation and recent political changes in leadership over the past 5‑10 years. Political party leaders, ethnic or minority problems, corruption and political feuds should receive some attention. Also include brief discussion of role played by the military and military‑civilian relations in politics. Do not provide description of formal institutions. 

3. Military Situation (2-3 pages)

A description of the current military force levels and expenditures. Also include brief discussion of role played by the military and military‑civilian relations in politics. Include available data on alliance agreements, major arms sales, military aid and controversial military/security issues. 

4. Economic Situation (2-3 pages)

A description of the current economic situation including such factors as GNP, labor force by occupation, literacy & health statistics, trade, trade partners, inflation, debt, interest rates, wages, degree of foreign investment, unemployment, etc. Describe any special problems about the relationship between business, labor, agricultural and government. 

5. International Situation  (3-4 pages)

Describe the current international relations situation with other nations showing priorities of special closeness or animosity. Describe general relations with U.S. Describe relations within its geographical region. General summary of relations with other less developed nations. General summary of relations with advanced industrial countries. Include available data on alliance agreements, major arms sales, military aid and controversial military/security issues. 

6. Conclusion (1-2 pages)

Summarize the major points from each of the preceding sections. Conclude with prediction of possible changes in the politics in this country in the next 5 years. 

7.       Bibliography  (10‑12 sources ‑ do not use encyclopedias  but reference books are acceptable for facts and statistics. Not more than 5 internet sources. At least 5 “scholarly” journal articles.)

“Political Paper”

Report on specific dimension within a specific Middle Eastern country or on the region or a sub‑region as a whole. 

"Political" subjects could include any one of the following:

1. political leaders (official and unofficial),

2. political groups (interest groups, movements, political parties),

3. political institutions (executive, legislative, judicial),

4. political cultures (ethnic, religious, ideological), or

5. public policies (domestic or foreign) 
“Policy Papers” 
1. What is the Subject/ Problem?  (1 page)

Describe the importance of the subject/ problem. What are the short‑term and long‑term implications of this problem? 

2. Historical Background (3‑4 pages)

When did this problem begin? Why has it continued to be a problem? What kind of policies existed in the past to deal with this problem? How have some of these policies been changed over time? 

3. Political Forces (3‑4 pages)

Which government agencies are responsible for policies affecting this problem? How has "bureaucratic politics" (fighting between government agencies) affected the policy? What interest groups have been actively involved in the policy? What stands, if any, have been taken by the interest groups and the political parties(if any)? What compromises have been suggested to reconcile the conflicting perspectives? In your opinion, which forces likely to be the most influential in this policy in the future? 

4. Costs and Benefits/ Implications of Decisions/Alternatives (2‑3 pages)

What are some of the proposed policy problem solutions? What are the advantages and disadvantages of each solution? In your opinion, which policy solution is the best according to its costs and benefits? What are some of the major problems involved in the implementation of this policy? How much will it cost national and/or international governments?  How can or will the policy be evaluated to determine its success or failure? 

5. Conclusion & Future Prospects  (2‑3 pages)

Summarize the main points you have made in the paper. Summarize the progress that has been made and the difficulties that remain regarding the problem. How likely is it that your proposed solutions will be put in practice? In general, how optimistic or pessimistic are you about society's ability to deal with this policy problem in the future? 

6. Bibliography  (10‑12 Sources – see above notes.)
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Course Outline 
Date
Topic






Readings 
1/15
Introduction





CQ: 1-11

1/17
Geography & History
G: 1-80

1/20
Religion & Politics




CQ: 195-216


1/22







P: 1-25

1/24







G: 319-344

1/27
Political Culture & Participation



P: 26-43





1/29


1/21


2/3
Agriculture & Rural Politics



G: 201-292





2/5
Oil, Industrialization & Urban Politics


CQ: 155-194

2/7
Security & Military Politics

2/10
Arab-Israeli Conflict




CQ: 11-76

2/12


2/14


2/17
Iran-Iraq War





CQ: 125-154 
2/19
Terrorism





G: 129-160 
2/21 
2/24
Human Rights & Democracy



G: 293-318 
2/26

2/28
First Exam (Take Home) 
3/3
Egypt






CQ: 219-236

3/5







P: 43-102 
3/7 
3/10-15
Spring Break
3/17
Israel/Palestine





CQ: 265-284




3/19







P: 103-172

3/21







Handouts

3/24
Syria






CQ: 309-330; 377-392

3/26







P: 173-220 - Draft of Papers Due
3/28
Saudi Arabia





CQ: 359-376

3/31







P: 221-274

4/4
Iraq






CQ: 253-264

4/7







P: 275-334

4/9
Iran






CQ: 237-252

4/11







P: 335-384

4/14
US-Middle East Relations



CQ: 77-125; G: 383-393




4/16-21
Easter Break
4/23  
Service Projects

4/25  


4/28  


4/30  
Service Projects Presentations & Reflections

5/2
Evaluations & Review

5/9
Final Exam Due (Take Home)

