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The vast majority of the world’s peoples live in what have loosely been called the "developing areas." Historically understood as those peoples outside the "Western" and "Soviet/Communist blocs," with the demise of the second grouping, an ambiguous grouping has become even more ambiguous! Does Russia belong there? Do its former Asian possessions?

For purposes of this course, we consider the venue of study to include Latin American, the Middle East, Africa and Asia, and will focus in particular on the poorer among these states. To do this is not to deny the appropriateness of other boundaries, but only to make a reasonable choice for purposes of clarity and focus.

Needless to say, a concentrated term of only three weeks of study will have difficulty doing justice to the scope of this definition. There are rather too many (well over one hundred!) states and even more peoples to perform a detailed review of even a small percentage of them. Nonetheless, there are patterns of issues and problems which cross-cut these regions in spite of their great diversity, and these will be the focus of the course. These issues include strategies of "modernization," the international context in which they operate, dynamics of domestic development (including the role of the military, ethnic and racial politics and relations, and the status and role of women), economic development strategies and records, and democratization. Several brief case studies to keep our generalizations grounded in reality will be pursued. The latter will be found in the issues of Current History you purchased. 

Because there is simply no text available which covers these many topics, the readings will be drawn from numerous sources, several on library reserve. While I am aware of students’ dislike for using the library, I commend it to you as a useful resource to become acquainted with! In any case, the core of the course is the readings, so be sure to get them done! There is a significant amount of work here, but I believe you can do it, and the course counts as a global, and toward the 48 hours 300-400 course requirement. Finally, I believe you will find the material fascinating . . . I know I do.

The course will require:

1) Two mid-term exam (60%);
2) Effective participation in classroom activities and attendance (10%);
3) A final exam (30%).

Please be sure all your work is your own. Misrepresenting another’s work as yours, plagiarism, etc., will not be tolerated, and will lead to failure in the assignment and perhaps in the course. Exams are to be taken the day they are assigned, unless you make prior arrangements with the instructor . . . and those are only for health-related problems. As a rule, no incompletes are issued other than for health-related crises…. Life moves on, and we need to as well! 

Regular attendance is essential. Each class missed represents a full week of the regular term. Any classes missed beyond one will require a ten page essay on the readings and subject's covered, or a reduction of one full grade in your final grade. 

*Note: For those who wish to receive "Certified Writing" credit, there is an additional requirement. 

DATE TOPIC READING
Monday, May 17 Introduction N.A.

Outline of course topics

The West and the Developing World

Tuesday, May 18 Theories of Political and Social Change - Handleman, chapter 1

- *Wiarda, chapter 3; pp 65-69

The International Context (I) - Larison and Skidmore, International Political - Rich and Poor States Economy, chapters 8 and 9

- Development Strategies 

Wednesday, May 19 No class: Reading Day N.A.

Thursday, May 20 The International Context (II) - Larison and Skidmore, 

- The MNC chapters 10, 11 and 12

- Debt - *Wiarda, chapter 7

- Handleman, chapter 9

Friday, May 23 Political Patterns in the Developing - *Chambers "Integrated rural Poverty" 

World - I (Chapter 5 in Rural Development)
- *deSoto "Constraints on People:

The Origins of Underground Economies"
- * Huntington "Political Development 

and Political Decay" (pp 1-59) Political Order
in Changing Societies
- *Jackson and Rosberg "The Political System of

Personal Rule" Chapter 2 from Personal Rule in Africa
Exam I

Monday, May 24 Political Patterns in The Developing - *Wiarda, chapter 4

World II - Selected articles from Current History
- Handleman, chapter 8

Tuesday, May 25 Political Processes and Issues: - Esman, chapters 1-4

- Ethnicity - I - Handleman, chapter 2

- Religious Movements

Wednesday, May 26 No Class: Reading Day N.A.

Thursday, May 27 Political Processes and Issues: - Esman, chapters 5-8 

- Ethnicity II

Friday, May 27 Miscellaneous Development Issues - Handleman, chapters 4-7

Exam II

Monday, May 31 MEMORIAL DAY: NO CLASS! N.A.

Tuesday, June 1 Democracy and Reform - I - Handleman, chapter 8

- Huntington, chapters 1-3

Wednesday, June 2 Democracy and Reform - II - Huntington, chapters 4-6

- *Linz and Stepan, "Toward Consolidated Democracies"

in Journal of Democracy, April, 1996

Thursday, June 3 What Next? - Handleman, chapter 10

Review and catch-up - Larison and Skidmore, chapter 13

Friday, June 4 Final Exam N.A.

Report Due (for Certified Writing or Extra Credit)
* = Library reserve
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