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Course Description: 
This course examines various political assessments and ideological perspectives about the structure, distribution, and dynamics of resources and power associated with contemporary international economic issues. The course will analyze such topics as international trade, monetary and debt relations, foreign aid, and multinational corporations from a political science perspective. In addition to these thematic issues, there will also be a brief consideration of these contemporary international economic problems on domestic and international political development and stability in the major regions of the world. This course is a certified writing and global studies course. 

Course Goals: 
By the end of the course, students who complete all assignments should be able to: 
      Recognize fundamental challenges of contemporary world economy 
      Understand the roles that citizens and political institutions play in addressing these global economic challenges 
      Analyze political consequences of decisions by international and national economic structures and actors 
      Know fundamental concepts used in political science and economics to study international behavior and institutions 
      Use and evaluate evidence in debates of issues in global politics and economics 
Requirements: 
1. One (15 p) research paper on some approved international political economy topic (see course outline) or on an approved specific policy problem. There will be oral in-class presentations on the paper. Total paper project is worth 30% of the course grade. 
2. Take home midterm (20 % of grade) and final exam (30% of grade). 
3. Attendance & Participation - 20% of the course grade. This includes initial world view paper and randomly assigned group projects. Only one class absence will be allowed without penalty. All subsequent absences will result in 2% penalty. Extra Credit assignments will not count toward this category. 
Extra Credit: A journal with articles and personal commentary may be submitted. 
           Op-ed piece published in Creightonian gets double credit! 
Required Readings: 
D. Balaam & V. Veseth, Introduction to International Political Economy. Prentice Hall, 2nd Ed., 2001. 
R. Stubbs & G. Underhill (Eds.), Political Economy & the Changing Global Order. Oxford University Press, 2nd Ed., 2000. 
R. Isaak, Managing World Economic Change. Prentice Hall, 3rd Ed., 2000. 
J. Knippers-Black, Inequity in the Global Village, Kumarian Press, 1999. 
All Class Handouts 
Recommended Readings: 
NY Times (Daily) (print subscriptions available at Student Center); Economist, (weekly). 
Guidelines for Research Papers 
Students are expected to write an analytical report on some aspect of contemporary international political economy. Subjects could include any one of the topics listed on the course schedule or others upon approval of the instructor. Paper should attempt to ascertain one or more scholarly perspectives on the topic of the paper through extensive review of the literature and/or current events. They are expected to create their own bibliography for books and scholarly articles. After a major perspective on the issue is established through summary, citation and critique of the literature and/or current events, the student summarizes several established critiques of this perspective. The student then reviews the strengths and weaknesses of all perspectives presented and forms a personal perspective on the topic. Finally, the student is asked to choose several likely scenarios of future events/choices and evaluate the potential consequences for the topic in question. 
Papers must use a statistical database as the basis for the report. Data can be collected from World Bank, United Nations, official EU or governmental sources, etc. Papers should be 15 pages in length written in ASPA or MLA style with bibliographies (see Writing Handbook). 
Stages: 
1. Students hand in outline and preliminary bibliography. 
2. Students turn in draft. 
3. Students write a revised draft after critique by instructor. 
4. All revised drafts must be turned in before finals week of the semester. 
Paper will be graded according to 1) quality of analysis, 2) comprehensiveness, 3) organization & clarity of writing, and 4) punctuality. Late papers will be penalized 5 points (out of 100) for each class period that they are late.
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Class Schedule & Assignment Deadlines 
Date
Topic








Assignment Deadlines 
8/26
Introduction & World Political Views 
9/2
Labor Day – No Class 
9/9
Ideological Perspectives on Nature of Markets & States – I
Worldview paper due 
9/16
Ideological Perspectives on Nature of Markets & States - II 
9/23
Origins of the Modern World Economy 
9/30
Globalization & Its Critics 
10/7
Economic Development & Its Consequences


Take home Midterm Due 
10/14
Fall Break – No Class 
10/21
Global Financial System & Dynamics - I 
10/28
Global Financial System & Dynamics – II


Research Paper Draft Due 
11/4
Politics of International Trade – ADC’s



Presentations Begin 
11/11
Politics of International Trade – LDC’s 
11/18  Politics of Multinational Corporations - I 
11/25
Politics of Multinational Corporations - II 
12/2
Future of IPE / Evaluations 
12/11
Final Exam Due
