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SEMINAR ON ETHNICITY, NATIONALISM, AND DEMOCRACY
Dr. Wunsch
Office phone:  280-2568
jwunsch@creighton.edu
 
Description:  During the last two decades a startling revolution has transformed political and social patterns in many of the world’s states.  Occurring primarily in what was once called the “third world” (developing world) and in substantial portions of the former “second world” (the Soviet bloc”), totalitarian and authoritarian military and single-party systems have collapsed.  In their place a variety of systems have developed:  some appear to be well on their way to broadly based and accountable governance (democracy), some have regressed, and others appear to have missed out altogether on this.  Others have experienced ethnic and religious (communal) tension, and some have been wracked by severe ethnic violence.  A few areas have demonstrated hostile or aggressive or irredentist postures towards their neighbors, recalling the nationalistic violence particularly characteristic of earlier in the twentieth century.
 
The purpose of this course is to consider the nature, sources, interrelationships and possible future course of these dramatic patterns.  To do so we will consider various understandings (theories) of ethnic (communal) conflict and violence; of the nature and causes of intense nationalism; and the nature, under-pinnings and consequences of democratization.
 
The course material will combine theoretical material with specific case studies.  The latter will include diverse case studies on democrative reform, as well as cases of ethnic conflict.  The latter will include.  the Palestinian movement, nationalism and ethnic conflict in South Africa, inter-ethnic/communal relations in Malaysia, democracy and civil war in the former Yugoslavia ethnic conflict in India, and other cases.  For comparative purposes, ethnic relations in North America will also be considered:  in Quebec.
 
The class is a seminar.  This means we will meet to discuss the readings and the issues they raise.  The professor is a resource person and discussion leader; he is not here to lecture and “carry” the class.  It will be as good a class as your preparation and willingness to vigorously discuss the material makes it!  Read critically and compare the various readings for any assignment, as well as with those for other assignments.  Raise questions you have in class.  
 
Requirements:
1.       Two ten page papers, where students develop case studies on states or cross-cutting topics not covered as focal studies in course materials.  One paper is to be on a democratic transition, and the other on a case of ethnic or nationalist tension and conflict (both = 40% of grade).
2.       A mid-term, in class, all-essay exam (20% of grade).
3.       A final exam (20% of grade).
4.       Active class participation including individual reports as well as general seminar discussion (10% of grade).  Surprise quizzes on the readings (expect some!) will count under this category, up to half of this grade.  Come prepared to discuss the key issues raised by the readings!  Attendance is imperative!
5.       Panel Presentations (10% of grade).  
 
Certified Writing Requirement:  The course is an approved certified writing class.  Thus, it will require one of the two papers to be revised and resubmitted two weeks after the instructor has returned it to the student.  The final grade on that paper will be an average of the two grades it received.  So, make a solid effort on both drafts.
 
Readings:
         Huntington, Samuel P.  The Third Wave:  Democracy in the Late Twentieth Century
         Esman, Milton.  Ethnic Politics
         Selected journal articles on Reinert Alumni Library reserve, e-reserve, on jstor
         Anderson, Benedick, Imagined Communities
 
Essays:  The essays are to be two case studies.  One is to be on an emerging democracy, and should cover such topics as the factors which brought about an opening to democracy, problems facing the new regime, strategies used by the democratic regime(s) to consolidate democracy, successes and problems with these strategies, current status and situation, and prospects for sustained democracy.  Alternatively, it can be on a cross-cutting topic that has a major affect on emerging democracies in general.  
 
The second essay should explore a case of ethnic or nationalist conflict, including sources and causes, patterns of conflict, efforts to resolve it and their success, current situation, and prospects for the future.  Each essay should strive to be descriptive (of the “facts” of the cases), analytical (what “caused” key events to occur), and theoretical (what general “laws” or “patterns” pertaining to democracy/ethnic-nationalist conflict can be inferred from these cases?).  The latter two of these are most important for your learning – and your grade!  Particularly important are the analytical and theoretical dimensions, though to be effective they must also cover the “facts” as well.  Each of these dimensions will count 25% of the grade for the essay.  One case must be revised and submitted in order to fulfill college requirements for writing certification.  25% of the essays’ grades will be on your writing.  To do well, heed the instructor’s comments and read and use the lessons of the classic book, The Elements of Style by Strunk and White!
 
Exams:  All exams will be essay format.  The mid-term exam will be an in-class exam.  The final may be take-home or in-class, at the instructor’s discretion.
 
Due Dates:  The instructor takes due-dates very seriously, and students should as well.  Papers will be penalized 5% of the grade each day they are late.
 
Class Attendance:  As a seminar, lecture will be kept to a very minimum.  Students should come prepared to discuss the material:  familiar with the content, prepared to draw out its key findings and points, ready to compare it with other material, and prepared to discuss how it contributes insights to overall course issues such as the causes and sustainability of democracy, the causes and ways of dealing with group conflict, and the interaction of these with each other.  Students must attend class regularly and participate to do well in the course.  Excessive absences will result in a reduced grade, and in extremes, (i.e., more than six) to a grade of A/F.  Each absence after two, will reduce your final grade by three points.
 
Presentations:  Students will make several presentations on material covered in the readings and in their panel research.  The panels should go well beyond readings assigned in class.  Each panel will present, on the day of its discussion, an outline of the topics and issues it will cover and its bibliography.  The latter should include, minimally, 15-20 scholarly sources.  The presentations will be graded both as individuals and as members of the panel group.  Posters, outlines, and/or other supporting materials the day your panel presents are encouraged!
 
Academic Honesty:  All work is, of course, to be the student’s own.  Deviations from this will result in at least a “zero” on a grade assignment, and perhaps an “F” in the course.  Student writing should be theirs, not copied or paraphrased from another source.  All sources must be cited.  Please use MLA for all material.  Be particularly careful regarding paraphrased material.  Even properly cited, it is not your work and while not plagiarism, since it is not your independent academic work, it will receive very little credit.  Let me repeat:  NEVER "paraphrase" your source.  Quote them with appropriate credit, or write your thoughts.  You may not write papers jointly nor use papers prepared for other classes.  Any questions you have should be presented to the instructor immediately for his clarification! 
 
GRADING SCALE:               
93-100  =          A                     
88-92    =          B+                    
82-87    =          B          
78-81    =          C+                    
70-77    =          C                      
64-69    =          D
0-63      =          F
 
KEY DATES:
Mid-term exam                                                             March 3
Student panel presentations on democracies                    February 24 – March 17
Paper #1 due (in draft)                                                  March 3
Paper #2 due                                                                April 26
Student presentations on ethnicity case studies                April 19-21
Final Exam                                                                    May 2 (1-2:40 p.m.)
 
Paper #1 due (Final Draft)
  

 
COURSE OUTLINE
 
 
I.                   Democracy and the Contemporary State

 
January 12:       Introduction and Overview of Course
 
January 18        Democracy:  Overview
         “The Quality of Democracy”: articles by Diamond, O’Donnell, Schmitter, Beethan, Rueschemeyer, Powell and Plattner in Journal of Democracy (JOD) Oct. 2004, Vol. 15, No. 4
 
January 20        Recent Patterns:  Overview
         Huntington:  The Third Wave, chapters 1, 2
         Wiarda:  Introduction to Comparative Politics, chapter 5, 6 (on reserve)
 
January 25        Democracy and Social and Economic Change
         Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies, Chapter 1
         Stepan, “Religion, Democracy and the Twin Tolerations” in Journal of Democracy (JOD) 11, 4 pp. 37-57
         Fukuyama, “The Imperatives of State Building.”  JOD, April 2004, Vol. 15, No. 4
 
January 27        Democratic Reforms in the Latter Twentieth Century
         Huntington, The Third Wave, chapters 3, 4, 5
         Solinger, “Ending One-Party Dominance:  Korea, Taiwan, Mexico.”  JOD 12, 1, pp. 30-42
 
February 1        Democratic Consolidation
         Linz and Stepan, “Toward Consolidation in Democracies” in JOD 7, 2, 14-33
         O’Donnell, “Illusions about Democracy” in JOD 7, 2, pp. 34-51.
         Carothers, “The End of the Transition Paradigm” in JOD, 13, 1 pp. 5-21
         Benomar, “Constitution-Making After Conflict: Lessons of Iraq.” JOD, April 2004, Vol. 15, No. 2
         Lijphart, “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies.”  JOD, April 2004, Vol. 15, No. 2
         Horowitz, “Electoral Systems: A Primer for Decision Makes” JOD, Oct. 2003, Vol. 14, No. 4
 
February 3        Key States:  Russia and the NIS
         “Russia Democracy in Eclipse,” JOD, July 2004, Vol. 15, No. 3, pp. 20-78
         Goldman, “Putin and the Oligarchs”, Foreign Affairs, Vol. 83, No. 6, pp. 33-44
 
February 8        Key States: India
         “India Defies the Odds” JOD 9, 3, pp. 3-50. 
         Ganguly, “India’s Multiple Revolutions.”  JOD, 13, 1, pp. 38-51
         Rudolph and Rudolph, “New Dimensions in India Democracy,” JOD 13, 1, pp. 52-66
         Gauguly, “The Crisis of Indian Secularism.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 4, pp. 11-25
 
February 10      Key States:  Pakistan
         Diamond, “Is Pakistan the Reverse Wave of the Future?”  JOD 11, 3 pp. 91-106
         Constable, “Pakistan’s Predicament” JOD 12, 1, pp. 15-29
         Ganguly, “Pakistan’s Slide into Misery” Foreign Affairs 18, 6, pp. 153-159
         Shah, “Pakistan’s Armored Democracy” JOD, Vol. 14, No. 4, pp. 26-41
 
February 15      Working Session:  Organizing Your Panel Presentations:  Attendance Is                                       Imperative!
            
February 17, 22 Cross-Cutting Issues and Topics
         Karl, “The Perils of the Petro-State:  Reflections on The Paradox of Plenty.”  Journal of International Affairs, Vol. 53, No. 1, (Fall, 1999)
         Buenode Mesquita, et al., “Political Competition and Economic Growth” JOD 12, 1, pp. 58-72
         Brysk, “Democratizing Civil Society in Latin America,”  JOD 11, 3 pp. 151-165
         Rupnik, “Eastern Europe:  The International Context.”  JOD 11, 2, pp. 115-130
         Jaquette, Women and Democracy Symposium:  “Regional Differences and Contrasting Views” JOD 12, 3, pp. 111-125
         Howard, “The Weakness of Post Communist Civil Society” JOD 13, 1, pp. 157-169
         Maxfield, “Capital Mobility and Democratic Stability.”  JOD 11, 4 pp. 95-106
         Rolland Talbott, “Political Freedom, Liberty and Prosperity.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 75-90.
 
Student Panel Presentations on Democracies – February 24 – March 17
 
February 24      Panel Presentations on Latin America:
         ALL READ: 
         “Mexico’s Victory” in JOD, 11, 4 pp. 5-36
         Smulovitz and Peruzzotti “Societal Accountability in Latin America.”  JOD 11, 4 pp. 147-158
         Levitsky and Murillo, “Argentina Weathers the Storm.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 4, pp. 152-166
         Williamson, “Lula’s Brazil.”  Foreign Affairs, Vol. 82, No. 1, pp. 105-113
         Valenzuela, “Latin American Presidencies Interrupted” JOD, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 5-19
 
Mid-Term Exam:  March 1
 
 
Draft One, FIRST PAPER IS DUE – MARCH 3
 
March 3            Panel Presentations on Asia:
         ALL READ:
         “Whatever Happened to Asian Values?”  JOD 12, 4, pp. 154-165
         Lande, “The Return of People Power in the Philippines.”  JOD 12, 2, pp. 88-103
         Mujani and Liddle, “Politics, Islam and Public Opinion”, JOD, Vol. 15, No. 1, pp. 109-123
         Root, “What Democracy Can do for East Asia.”  JOD 13, 1 pp. 113-126
         Pei, “China’s Governance Crisis” Foreign Affairs 81, 5 pp. 96-109
         Rieffel, “Indonesia’s Quiet Revolution.”  Foreign Affairs, Vol. 83, No. 5, pp. 98-111
         Rogers, “Philippine Politics and the Rule of Law.”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 111-125
 
March 15          Panel Presentations on Africa:  
         ALL READ:
         Gyimah-Boadi “A Peaceful Turn-Over in Ghana.”  JOD 12, 2 pp. 103-118
         Makumbe, “Zimbabwe’s Hijacked Election.”  JOD, 13, 4, pp. 87-101
         Mattes, “South Africa:  Democracy Without the People.”  JOD 13, 1, pp. 22-36
         Lewis, “Nigeria: Elections in a Fragile Regime.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 131-144.
         Ndequa, “Kenya:  Third Time Lucky?” JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 145-158.
         Joseph, “Africa:  States in Crisis.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 159-170
 
March 17          Panel Presentations on the Middle East:
         ALL READ:
         Stephan and Robertson, “Arab, Not Muslim Exceptionalism.”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 140-146
         Ghalioun, “The Persistence of Arab Authoritanism.”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 126-132
         Lakoff, “the Reality of Muslim Exceptionalism.”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 4, pp. 133-139
         Brumberg, “The Trap of Liberalized Autocracy: JOD 13, 4 pp. 56-68
         Stepan and Robertson, “An ‘Arab’ more than Muslim Democracy Gap.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 30-44.
         Amuzegar, “Iran’s Crumbling Revolution.”  Foreign Affairs, Vol. 82, No. 1, pp. 44-57.
         Molavi, “Buying Time in Tehran.”  Foreign Affairs, Vol. 83, No. 6, pp. 9-17.
 
March 22          Comparative Assessment of Democratization and its Prospects:  Class Discussion
         Huntington, The Third Wave, chapter 6
         Huntington, “Democracy for the Long Haul” JOD 7, 2, pp. 3-13
         Diamond, “Is the Third Wave Over?”  JOD 7, 3, 20-37
         Payá and Havel, “The Czech Past and the Cuban Future.”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 2, pp. 160-169
         Hagopian, “What Makes Democracies Collapse?”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 3, pp. 166-173
 
 
II.               Ethnicity and Nationalism
 
March 24          Anderson, Imagined Communities (entire book)
 
March 29          Overview and Key Issues - 1     
         Brown, “The Causes of Internal Conflict” in Brown et al., Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict pp. 3-25
         Lake and Rothchild, “Containing Fear:  The Origin and Management of Ethnic Conflict in Brown et al., pp. 97-131
         Bowen, “The Myth of Global Ethnic Conflict” in JOD 7, 4, pp. 3-14
         Boroumand and Boroumand, “Terror, Islam and Democracy.”  JOD 13, 2, pp. 5-20
 
March 31          Overview and Key Issues – 2
         Esman, Ethnic Politics, chapters 1, 2
         Hale, “Explaining Ethnicity.”  Comparative Political Studies, Vol. 37, No. 4, pp. 458-485
         Gauchet, et al, “The Perils of Identity Politics.”  JOD, Vol. 15, No. 3, pp. 152-165
         Piper, “Nationalism without A Nation,” Nations and Nationalism 8, 1 pp. 73-94
         Saatci, “Nation-States and Ethnic Boundaries,” Nations and Nationalism, 8, 4, pp. 549-564.
 
April 5              Case Studies:  Malaysia and South Africa
         Esman, Chapter 3 and 4
 
April 7              Case Studies:  Israel and Palestine; Canada; Labor Diasporas
         Esman, Chapter 5, 6, 7
 
April 12            African Cases
         Toungara, “Ethnicity and Political Crisis in Cote D’Ivore,” JOD, 12, 3, pp. 63-72
         N’Diaye, “Mauritania’s Stated Democratization.”  JOD, 12, 3, 88-95
         Wunsch, “Ethnic Conflict in Nigeria” International Encyclopedia of Ethnic Conflict
         Lund, “Bawku is Still Volatile:  Ethno-Political Conflict and State Recognition in North Ghana.”  Journal of Modern African Studies, Vol. 41, No. 4, pp. 587-610
 
April 14            Eastern Europe
         Gagnon, “Ethnic Conflict and International Conflict” Brown, pp. 132-168
         Kaufman, “Spiraling to Ethnic War,” in Brown, pp. 169-199
         Knaus and Martin, “Travails of the European Raj.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 60-74
         Fleming, “The New Minority Rights Regime in Poland” Nations and Nationalism, 8, 4 pp. 531-548
         Manning and Antie’, “The Limits of Electoral Engineering.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 3, pp. 45-59
 
SECOND PAPER IS DUE – APRIL 19
 
April 19 and      Student Presentations of research on Ethnicity (20 minutes per presentation).
April 21            Posters, outlines, and other visual aids are encouraged.
 
April 26 and      Management Strategies for ethnic conflict
April 28                        
         Esman, Chapter 8 and 9
         Brown and Oudraat, “International Conflict and International Action.” In Brown, pp. 235-264
         Kaufman, “Possible and Impossible Solutions to Ethnic Civil Conflict.” In Brown, pp. 265-304
         Herbst, “Responding to State Failure in Africa.”  In Brown, pp. 374-398.
         Reilly, “Electoral Systems for Divided Societies.”  JOD, 13, 2, pp. 156-170
         Lijphart, “Constitutional Design for Divided Societies,” JOD, Vol. 15, No. 2, pp. 96-109
         Horowitz, “The Cracked Foundations of the Right of Secede.”  JOD, Vol. 14, No. 2, pp. 5-18
 
FINAL EXAM – MAY 5
 

