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The purpose of this course is to acquaint you with the major dimensions and facets of the problem of underdevelopment in the third world, and the nature and results of the international response to this underdevelopment.  Its goal is to familiarize you with:  (1) the dimensions and nature of third world poverty and underdevelopment (2) the major theories and understandings of third world underdevelopment; (3) major strategies pursued to alleviate it; (4) the role of domestic politics and government in continued underdevelopment; (5) the roles played by major international institutions in responding to this poverty; (6) the “project” – focused response to underdevelopment; and (7) some new strategies under discussion to improve lagging third world growth.  I do not expect any of us to come up with “the answers,” but to develop a critical understanding of the problems and some of the answers which have been tried in the last thirty years.  If you can do the latter, and use that to begin to explain why third world development has moved along so slowly in so many areas, you will have met my goals. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS   

1.      Complete and exhaustive mastery of assigned readings; to be tested by: 

2.      A mid-term exam (30%); 

3.      A final exam (30%); 

4.      In-class discussion and spot quizzes on the readings (10%); 

5.      Two out-of-class essays (5-7 pages) on topics to be announced (30%); one will be revised and resubmitted. 

  

All exams will (of course) be essay format.  Class attendance is required.  Each of you has one “free” cut.  Each class you miss beyond that will reduce your grade ​one half grade (i.e., A to A-).  If you do miss a class for any reason, it may be “purged” only by writing a five page critical essay on the topic assigned for that class.  Do not forget this!  

Academic Honesty:  All work is to be your own.  It is a good idea to hold on to your note cards, outlines, etc., should any questions come up about the originality of your work.  Papers prepared by others, copied or paraphrased will receive a zero, without the option of a rewrite.  I keep a file of all papers turned in to me, so please don’t “recycle” an earlier year’s work: zeros are devastating to an average (Fs average in as 50% so even a poor paper is better than none or a purloined one.)   

Only a medical excuse or specific Dean’s Office request will allow anyone to retake an exam they have missed.  If you have an excused absence, please make it up within seven days of the exam.  Otherwise, it will be recorded as a zero.  

Remember classroom work counts 10% of your grade.  It may not seem a lot, but it frequently can raise (or drop) a student one full grade!  I will grade all students on classroom participation, from “A” to “F” (and zeros for those who miss class).  So do your readings, and come prepared to discuss the key issues pertaining to them!  Remind me and I will attempt to offer suggested issues to guide your readings for each class, one week in advance.  

SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS  

The following schedule and assignments are my best guesses of the dates for our individual topics.  The pace of class discussions and interests, intervening world events, or other unanticipated events may require adaptation in the specific dates, but not in the sequence of assignments.  Thus, even if the specific dates change, you should always know your assignment by following the sequence in the syllabus.  If exam or essay dates change, I will give you at least a week’s notice, but you are responsible to be in class to receive the notification. 

COURSE OUTLINE 
One week 

I.                    Introduction:  Understanding poverty in the developing world

A.     Markandaya and Achebe


B.     IBRD Report, Part I.  

Four weeks

II.                 Poverty:  Domestic Issues, Problems and Strategies

A.  Economics:

1.  IBRD, Part II:  chapters 3-5

2. “Poor Man’s Burden,” The Economist
B.  Politics and Governance

1.      Bates, Markets and States in Tropical Africa 
2.      Owens and Shaw, *Development Reconsidered, chapters 1-6 (on library reserve)

3.      IBRD, Parts III and IV

4.      Selected Articles and chapters, TBA  

Two weeks

III.               The Global Context and the Developing World

A.     Background to the Global Economy:  Lairson & Skidmore, International Political Economy, chapters 1-4

B.     The Global Economy Today:  Lairson and Skidmore, chapters 5-7

C.     The Developing World in the Global Economy: Lairson and Skidmore, chapters 8-12  

Four weeks

IV.              The Donors and International Development Efforts: 

A.     Overview:  *Pressman and Wildavsky, Implementation, chapters 1-5 (on library reserve).

B.     Doing Good in the Developing World: 

1.      Chambers, Rural Development, chapters 1-6

2.      Chambers, *Managing Rural Development, chapter III (on library reserve.

C.     Projects and Development:  Krishna, et. al, chapters 1-18.

D.     Supplementary Materials, TBA  

One week

V.                 Overview:  Prospects for the Future?

1.  Lairson and Skidmore, chapters 13, 14

2.  IBRD, Part V

3. Kirshna, chapter 19

  

MID-TERM EXAM:  
March 4 
PAPERS DUE:  

March 18 




April 22 
FINAL EXAM:  

May 4, 1-2:40 p.m.

  

  

BRIEF DISCRIPTION ON HOW TO USE THE ELECTRONIC RESERVE SYSTEM:   

On you internet browser, type http://ereserves.creighton.edu/ or access it from the library’s homepage www.reinert.creighton.edu.  Click on Reserves, then click on electronic reserves.  Click on Electronic Reserves and Course Materials.  Then choose a department (Political Science) or instructor’s name (Wunsch) and press “Go.”  Click on the course you want.  You will be asked to type a password.   The password for your course is         .  Click on the article you want.  You need to have Adobe Acrobat Reader installed on your PC to read the articles; you can’t download it if you don’t have it.  Contact the Reserve Librarian behind the Circulation Desk at the Reinert Library if you need further explanations.   

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING STUDENT WRITING: 
1.  Knowledge of the subjects:  Your paper should demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the information and ideas conveyed in the assigned readings, lectures, and class discussions.  It may be helpful to quote key passages, but do not “pad” your papers with excessive quotations.  

2.  Thesis and logical argument:  You essay should specifically address the question you have chosen to answer.  It should begin with a thesis encapsulating the main claim you want to argue.  Making a claim is a more specific task than merely “discussing” a subject.  A good argument will marshal material to support your claim, not by merely quoting scholarly sources as authorities, but by challenging, analyzing, refining, and applying the contributions of others.  A good argument also gives a fair assessment of opposing ideas, and recognizes the weaknesses of ones own position.

3.  Organization:  The flow of ideas should be logical, clear, concise and free of repletion. 

4.  Language and Literary Style:  Professional writing requires accuracy, precision, and clarity in the use of language, and these are important criteria for my evaluation of your papers.  Proper grammar, syntax, punctuation, and spelling and documentation are also expected.  Imprecise use of language or incorrect grammar will adversely affect your grade.    
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