 

PLS 510

SEMINAR ON COMPARATIVE POLITICS:

THE NEW INSTITUTIONALISM

Instructor: Dr. Terry Clark

Office: 280-4712, Ad 426a

e-mail: tclark@creighton.edu 
PURPOSE AND SCOPE: The New Institutionalism is the reigning paradigm of comparative politics. Rooted in rational choice theory, it focuses on deductive theory building to arrive at hypotheses about a very rich number of phenomena in the real world having to do with the interaction of institutions: supreme court decisions, presidential veto, congressional committee decisions, government formation in parliamentary systems, and the like.

The course will be conducted in the same manner as a graduate seminar. There will be no exams and no quizzes. Grades will be based on written analyses of assigned readings, short presentations on readings, and in-class discussions. 

TEXTBOOKS: 

Clark, Terry D. Beyond Post-Communist Studies: Political Science and the New Democracies of Europe. Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2002. 

Linz, Juan J. and Alfred Stepan. Problems of Democratic Transition and Consolidation: Southern Europe, South America, and Post-Communist Europe. Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996.

Przeworski, Adam. Democracy and the Market: Political and Economic Reforms in Eastern Europe and Latin America. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Riker, William H. Liberalism Against Populism. Prospect Heights, IL: Waveland Press, Inc., 1982.

Shugart, Matthew Soberg and John M. Carey. Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional Design and Electoral Dynamics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992.

Shepsle, Kenneth A. and Mark S. Bonchek. Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior and Institutions. NY: W.W. Norton & Company, 1997.

Shepsle, Kenneth A and Michael Laver. Making and Breaking Governments. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996.

Shepsle, Kenneth A. and Barry R. Weingast. Positive Theories of Congressional Institutions. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1995.

Smith, Steven S. and Thomas F. Remington. The Politics of Institutional Choice: The Formation of the Russian State Duma. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001.

 

EVALUATION: Because of the importance of interaction with me and your fellow seminar members, ATTENDANCE IS REQUIRED. Your performance will be evaluated on the basis of four (4) short written assignments, two (2) class presentations, and class participation. The following weights will be assigned to each requirement.

class presentations 15% each = 30%

participation 30%

short written assignments 10% each = 40%

The final course grade will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.

93 to 100 A

88 to 92 B+

83 to 87 B

78 to 82 C+

70 to 77 C

60 to 69 D

below 60 F

 

Attendance: You are each permitted one unexcused absence without penalty. For every unexcused absence in excess of one, you will lose three points from you final grade. Please be sure to arrive on time. Should you be late, it is your responsibility to request that I record you as having been present. In some cases, however, you may have missed so much of the class that you have in essence been absent. I reserve the right to make the final determination. 

Class presentations: Two times during the semester each of you will make a ten minute oral presentation on a book or journal article assigned by me. 

Participation: An important component of this seminar is in-class discussion of the assigned reading materials. I expect each of you to read the materials carefully and to be prepared to engage in a spirited discussion. At the beginning of each seminar I will randomly select one or two students to present a three to five minute presentation on the reading assignment for that seminar. These presentations will represent a major portion (two-thirds) of your final participation grade.

Written Assignments: You will write a short paper (approximately two to four pages in length, typewritten and double-spaced) for four of the assigned weekly readings during the course of the semester. The choice is yours as to which four they will be. 

Late Submission Policy: Should you have a problem meeting a submission date, I expect you to inform me prior to the day on which the assignment is due. Those failing to do so will suffer a five point penalty for every twenty-four hour period, or fraction thereof, that the paper is submitted late. Please take me seriously on this. More than one student's grade has suffered owing to procrastination.

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work that you submit must be your own, and all sources must be properly cited. The purchase of "research service" papers, plagiarism, resubmission of prior work, obstructing the work of others, misuse or abuse of library or computer resources or any form of misrepresentation in gathering or presenting data constitute academic dishonesty. While I do not expect anyone to engage in such practices, should you do so, you will receive an "F" for the course.

Suspected cases of academic dishonesty will be reported to the Dean's office and managed according to the College of Arts and Sciences academic honesty guidelines (http://puffin.creighton.edu/ccas/FacStaff/polManual/polManual.htm). Grounds for investigating papers for this will include, but will not be limited to my judgment that work is not responsive to the assignment, a discrepancy of more than one letter grade separating a paper from prior work submitted by the student, or my evaluation that the paper reflects knowledge and/or writing styles not usually available to undergraduate students.

 

OFFICE HOURS: I encourage you to visit with me to discuss the materials, class discussions, or seminar assignments. My office hours are posted at the top of the first page of this syllabus. In addition, you may reach me at home (293-8460) between the hours of 7:00 and 10:00 P.M. (please, do not call after 10:00 P.M.). 

CLASS AND ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE: 

Date Topic Assignment

Jan 15 Course Introduction None

Jan 22 Rational Choice Theory: Shepsle, Analyzing Politics,

The Basics pp. 5-102

Jan 29 Elections: The Counting Method Riker, pp. 1-136

Matters!

Feb 5 The New Institutionalism: Shepsle, Analyzing Politics,

Getting Started pp. 103-136

Feb 12 The New Institutionalism: Clark, pp. 84-117

General Applications 

Feb 19 Legislative Politics: Agenda Control Riker, pp. 137-196

Feb 26 NO CLASS

Mar 5 Legislative Politics: Committee Systems Shepsle, Positive Theories

Mar 12 SPRING RECESS - NO CLASS

Mar 19 Game Theory No Assignment

Mar 26 Legislative Politics: Coalitions Shepsle, Making and

Breaking Governments

Clark, 118-127

Apr 2 Legislative Politics: A Case Study Smith and Remington

Apr 9 Executive-Legislative Relations Shugart and Carey

Apr 16 Democratic Consolidation I Przeworski

Apr 23 Democratic Consolidation II Linz and Stepan

Apr 30 Democratic Consolidation III Clark, 3-83, 128-138

