
RDA 535PRIVATE 

GAMES AND MODELS
spring 2014





Instructor:  Professor Terry Clark

Office Hours:

Monday and Wednesday, 1:45 pm to 3:30 pm in CRHL 429e, Tuesday, from 2:00 pm to the last student leaving in CRHL 123, Friday, from 5:30 pm to the last student leaving in CRHL 123, or call me at 402 280 4712

Phone:  

402-280-4712

e-mail:


tclark@creighton.edu

I reserve the right to make any changes to this syllabus that I deem necessary in order to clarify requirements, resolve conflicting requirements, or enhance student learning.

In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to a natural disaster or epidemic, the format for this course may be modified to enable completion of the course. In that event, you will be provided an addendum to this syllabus that will supersede this version.

PURPOSE AND SCOPE:   Games and Models are enjoying increasing use in political science as a means to formalize theoretical arguments and derive testable hypotheses.  We will give serious consideration to both as well as how the two apparently disparate approaches might be melded.


This is a graduate seminar.  There will be no exams and no quizzes.  I will periodically ask students to submit thought papers on how to employ the games and models we consider in class. 
TEXTBOOKS:  

Cioffi-Revilla, Claudio. Politics and Uncertainty: Theory, Models and Applications. London: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Jackson, Matthew O. Social and Economic Networks. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008.
Miller, John H. and Scott E. Page. Complex Adaptive Systems: An Introduction to Computational Models of Social Life. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007.
Morrow, James D. Game Theory for Political Scientists. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1994.
Pearl, Judea. Causality: Models, Reasoning, and Inference. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000.

Shepsle, Kenneth A. and Mark S. Bonchek. Analyzing Politics: Rationality, Behavior, and Institutions. NY: W.W. Norton & Co., 1997.

EVALUATION:  You will be evaluated on the basis of periodically assigned analytical problems (thought papers) and class work.  The analytical problems will be assigned at my discretion.  With the exception of the final assignment, they are not noted in the assignments section.  The following weights will be assigned to each requirement.


class work





25%


analytical problems (thought papers)


75%

The final course grade for undergraduates will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


93 to 100




A


88 to 92




B+


83 to 87




B


78 to 82




C+


70 to 77




C


60 to 69




D


below 60




F

The final course grade for graduate students will be determined on the basis of the weight for each assignment and the following scale.


90 to 100




A


80 to 89




B


70 to 79




C


below 70




F

READING ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE:   I reserve the right to change a reading assignment.
Date






Assignment
January 20





Review of OLS Regression
January 27





Shepsle and Bonchek
February 3





Cioffi-Revilla
February 10





Cioffi-Revilla
February 17





Morrow, chapters 1-4
February 24





Morrow, chapters 5-7
March 3





Jackson
March 10

No Class


Spring Break

March 17





Jackson
March 24





Miller and Page

March 31





Pearl, chapter 1
April 7






Pearl, chapters 2-3
April 14





Pearl, chapters 4-5
April 21

No Class


Easter Recess

April 28





Pearl, chapter 6-7
May 5






Final Assignment due 

