Honors Research Project
(Presented on Honors Day, 13 April 2016, 2-5pm, Harper Center 3rd Floor)

The Creighton University Bulletin notes that each Honors student must complete and present “an Honors research project” to graduate from the Honors Program.  Please note the following points about this requirement:

1)  What matters most is the intellectual content of your research project, which should be related to your major or majors, but with approval may be a research project undertaken with an advisor not in your major.  If you have more than one major, you may pursue a project in any of your majors or develop an interdisciplinary approach to your research question.

2) The project should be a high point in your development as a scholar.  As you develop your project with your faculty mentor, identify how the work will represent a culmination of your studies, a step beyond the regular requirements for the major, for coursework, or in lab work your field, or the fulfillment of another of your academic goals whose research was not required in regular coursework or lab opportunities.  

3)  Many Honors students seek academic credit for their research projects.  How much credit, and in which department(s), varies from student to student.  A common approach is to sign up for a 497 course (Directed Independent Study) in either your major or in HRS.  There are advantages to each way of doing it.  Please note that to sign up for a 497 course in a department (as opposed to HRS) you need the approval of the relevant chair.  You are required to do a research project and present it at Creighton, but it is not a requirement that you sign up for HRS 497.

4)  Sometimes circumstances may make it difficult for you to pursue Creighton academic credit for a project that is nevertheless worthy.  Some opportunities only present themselves over the summer, or at other institutions and locations.  We are happy to be flexible, but please bear in mind that this places an extra burden on you to document both the high caliber of your project and its successful completion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]5)  For a comprehensive timetable and listing of procedures, please refer to the “Honors Day Timeline” on BlueLine.  You will see that submitting a prospectus in October is one of the early landmarks.  Briefly, what you need to do is identify a project, find a willing advisor who will mentor you (generally a faculty member here at Creighton), and fill out the prospectus form on the Honors Program page on BlueLine.  It is essential that you turn in the prospectus on time so that the Program is aware of what you are going to research, how you are going to go about it, what you anticipate the result to be (understanding that this is provisional and will change as you make your findings), and how the Honors Program might assist you in this process.   

Also, please start to think about the format in which you plan to present your work at Honors Day, particularly if think you will do something other than the standard PowerPoint, poster, or oral presentation.  Planning for Honors Day is already under way, and the more we know about everyone’s presentation needs the better we can accommodate them. Once you have written up your proposal, sign and date the form, have your advisor sign it, and submit it to me, Dr. Lydia Cooper, at lydiacooper@creighton.edu. 

Deadline for prospectus forms: October 26, 2015
Deadline to submit your abstract and register for a place on the Honors Day program: Jan. 29, 2016
 
