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17Years Haunting Bookstores Leads to 
Donation of Fabled Books to Creighton

By Gregory I. Carlson, S.J.
Associate Professor and Chair■ Department o f Classics and Modem Languages

This year a delightful form of craziness in my 
life will yield an unusual gift for Creighton 
University. The craziness? An unusual form of 
collecting. The gift? A collection of some 2,400 books 

along with many other objects all relating somehow to 
one subject. I am delighted to write something here 
about both the craziness and the gift.

The madness started about 17 years ago, shortly 
before I came to Creighton as a faculty member. I 
always enjoyed used-book stores. I noticed in them that 
Aesop's fables showed up in many forms.

Something of my upbringing may have sharpened 
my eye for fables, since my dad ran the toy department 
in Milwaukee's major department store chain,












