
Nov. 19, 2021
Dear Colleagues,

I am so pleased, along with Associate Vice Provost Juliane
Strauss-Soukup, PhD, to share the University’s Research and
Scholarship Strategic Map. With valuable input from faculty at all
stages of its development, this strategic plan identifies a central
challenge or goal to “Enhance the Impact and Excellence of
University-Wide Research and Scholarship Aligned with Our
Jesuit Values,” as well as the priorities that will guide our work on
a number of objectives over the next three years. I am so grateful
to everyone who worked incredibly hard on this project. Please
watch for our first Research and Scholarship event, inspired by
the new strategic map, at the start of the spring semester. This
event will focus on learning about research projects on our
campuses and how we can better collaborate and integrate our
scholarly work.

I also want to congratulate the College of Nursing on its
exemplary accreditation results, which you can read about in this
issue of the Provost Digest. Well done!

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to remind faculty that there
is still time to encourage your students to consider registering for
winter term courses. 

Wishing you and your families a happy, restful and blessed
Thanksgiving holiday and break next week.

Sincerely,

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Trio Publishes on Bishops' Silence on Climate
Sabrina Danielsen, PhD, assistant professor, and Daniel DiLeo, PhD, associate professor, both
in the Department of Cultural and Social Studies, along with recent graduate Emily Burke,
BA’21, published a peer-reviewed article “U.S. Catholic bishops’ silence and denialism on
climate change” in Environmental Research Letters, a top environmental science journal. The
research was funded by the Louisville Institute Project Grant for Researchers and Creighton’s
George F. Haddix President’s Faculty Research Fund and Kripke Center for the Study of
Religion and Society. 

Pharmacists Award Tilleman
Jennifer Tilleman, PharmD, associate professor of pharmacy practice,
was awarded the 2021 Bowl of Hygeia, which recognizes pharmacists for
outstanding service to their community and the profession. Tilleman was
honored for her volunteerism in pharmacy professional associations at

the national and state level, mentoring student pharmacists, and caring for the underserved. She
also was one of the organizers of the COVID-19 vaccine clinics on campus, which administered
over 42,000 vaccinations. 
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Creighton Partners with First Place – Phoenix
Living its mission to provide care at the intersection of health and humanity, the School of
Pharmacy and Health Professions on the Phoenix campus teamed up to give flu shots to
individuals with autism in the community. Beginning in January 2022, pharmacy and
occupational therapy faculty will work with First Place – Phoenix residents to provide pharmacy
medication history and occupational therapy support.  

Ebner Helps Organize Conference
Noam Ebner, LLM, professor, Negotiation and Conflict Resolution,
Department of Interdisciplinary Studies in the Graduate School, was an
organizer of Cyberweek, an annual online international conference on
online dispute resolution, now in its 23rd year. Ebner also presented at

the conference on the anticipated impacts of the mediation field’s COVID-19 online transition on
its future development.  

Law Team Holds Successful Moot Court
Carol Knoepfler, JD, director of legal writing, and two 3L students planned the annual Moot
Court competition, held Nov. 2, and executed the successful program with the help of the moot
court board and faculty advisor Craig Dallon, JD, law school associate dean for academic
affairs.  

Johnson Quoted in Finance Articles
Bob Johnson, PhD, CFA, CAIA, professor of finance, was quoted in
several articles, including “Are Pandemic-Driven Panic Buying Stocks
Suddenly Passe?” from The Street, “How to Compound Your Wealth with
DRIP Investing” on Bankrate, and “Should You Copy Elon Musk’s

Portfolio?” on Capitol.com. 

Highlander Project Receives Grant
LaShaune Johnson, PhD, associate professor, Master of Public Health Program, and assistant
director, Creighton University at Highlander; Elizabeth Kiscaden, MLIS, AHIP, assistant vice
provost, Library Services; and Kathryn Onorato, MS, program manager, Center for
Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research and Creighton University at Highlander,
were awarded $20,000 from the National Library of Medicine for the grant application “Healing
Conversations for the ‘Sick and Tired.’” Johnson is principal investigator and Kiscaden and
Onorato are co-principal investigators for the project, which will engage an African American
community in North Omaha in conversations about mental health and share mental health
information from National Library of Medicine resources.  

Nolt Leads Opioid Policy Draft
Kate Nolt, MPH, PhD, assistant professor, Master of Public Health,
Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Graduate School, led a team of
expert authors in drafting a new policy statement, “An Equitable
Response to the Opioid Crisis,” which was adopted by the American
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Public Health Association. This policy proposes first and foremost that all populations gain
access to treatment for Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) and that the public health workforce be
trained to address equity in prevention and treatment.  

Nursing Receives Full 10-Year Accreditation
The College of Nursing has received notification from the Commission on Collegiate Nursing
Education (CCNE) that all four of its programs, BSN, MSN, post-grad certificate and DNP, have
received a full 10-year accreditation, and that all standards were met with no compliance
concerns. 

Fitzgibbons Presents to Hernia Society
Robert Fitzgibbons, MD, School of Medicine Department of Surgery
Omaha campus chair and professor, presented “Impairment of Pro-
apoptotic and Anti-apoptotic Factors Associates with Incisional Hernia” at
the Americas Hernia Society (AHS) annual congress in Austin, Texas, in

late September. In addition, he was part of the expert panel: Hernias, "When to Say No."

Myers Art in Norwegian Festival
Alex Myers, MFA, associate professor in the Department of Computer Science, Design and
Journalism, has had his artwork “Everyone is Trapped in Someone Else’s Paradise” accepted to
the 19th annual PIKSEL Festival for New Media Art. The work will be on display in Bergen,
Norway, through Nov. 20. In Omaha, Myers performed live interactive visuals for Historical
Romance, a techno/industrial project created by Omaha native Dustin J. Bushon, otherwise
known as FXTHR^, on Nov. 11.  

Phoenix Campus Celebrates Zoo Lights
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This month Creighton celebrated its 5th Annual Zoo Lights event, with more than 200 attendees
gathered to see spectacular light displays at the Phoenix Zoo. Current health sciences students,
alumni, faculty and families were able to mix, mingle and get into the holiday spirit.  

Simeones Awarded Federal Grant
Kristina Simeone, PhD, and Tim Simeone, PhD, School of Medicine Department of
Pharmacology and Neuroscience Omaha campus associate professors, were awarded a multi-PI
R21 $383,480 grant from the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke for their
project “The Role of the Adaptive Immune System in Epilepsy.” This project will determine the
role of the peripheral adaptive immune response in seizure generation, seizure severity and
epileptogenesis in an animal model of epilepsy. The long-term goal of the research is to identify
novel molecular drug targets with disease-modifying effects for the treatment of refractory
epilepsy. 

Dineen Brief Headed to Supreme Court
Kelly Dineen, RN, JD, PhD, Health Law Program director, co-wrote an
amicus (friend of the court) brief for a case that was recently granted
certiorari and will be heard by the United States Supreme Court.  

Goss Discusses Worker Strike and Leverage
Ernie Goss, PhD, professor of economics in the Heider College of Business, was interviewed by
the Associated Press about the Deere & Co. worker strike, and the leverage workers have amid
the worker shortages.  

Stairs, Recent Grads Publish Chapter
Dustin Stairs, PhD, professor in the Department of Psychological
Science, and recent College of Arts and Sciences graduates Taena
Hanson and Kendal Kellerman recently had an invited chapter,
"Environmental Enrichment and the Effects on Drug Abuse Vulnerability:

The Last Ten Years,"  published in Springer Neuromethods: Methods for Preclinical Research in
Addiction. Hanson was a neuroscience major and now is in a PhD program at Arizona State, and
Kellerman was a chemistry major and is now in an MD/PhD program at the University of
Cincinnati.  

Faculty Members Coach Team to Silver Medals
Rachel Goedken, JD, Werner Institute director, and Larry Teply, JD, LLM, professor of law,
coached the School of Law’s Singapore International Mediation Competition team against 48
other teams from around the world. The Creighton team earned silver medals in both competition
categories: the role of mediator and the role of advocates in mediation.  
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Journal Publishes Kelly Genocide Article
“Combatting Corporate Impunity for Complicity in Genocide under International Law,” an article
by Michael Kelly, JD, LLM, Senator Allen A. Sekt Endowed Chair in Law, was published in
Revue Internationale de Droit Pénal, the professional journal of l’Association Internationale de
Droit Pénal (AIDP), a Paris-based professional society of international criminal law jurists. AIDP
was founded in 1924 under the League of Nations and today enjoys consultative status with the
United Nations. Kelly, at right, is pictured with Jean-François Thony, secretary-general of AIDP. 

University Launches New Website Experience Dec. 6
Creighton will unveil a new website experience on Dec. 6. The site will be completely refreshed
with a design that exemplifies the University’s brand and provides an easy-to-navigate user
experience. It has been an incredible effort, involving more than 20,000 pages. With the size and
complexity of the site, the new website will be rolled out in stages. The first pages will be
launched Dec. 6, in a “soft launch,” and pages will continue to be updated through early 2022.

Read faculty and staff news and submit your own items at CreightonToday.com.
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