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Program

Processional

Welcome and Remarks
Stephanie Husa, President, ASN Student Chapter

Induction Prayer
Brian Boerner, Vice President, ASN Student Chapter

Remarks on Behalf of the Alpha Sigma Nu Omaha Alumni Club
Dan Pape, BSBA ’87, JD ’90, President, ASN Omaha Alumni Chapter

Alpha Sigma Nu Standards
Scholarship: Claire Roehri, Vice President, ASN Student Chapter
Loyalty: Oliver Alonzo, Vice President, ASN Student Chapter
Service: Emmali Munger, Vice President, ASN Student Chapter

Moderator Remarks
Thomas J. Purcell III, PhD, CPA, BSBA’72, JD’77, Student Chapter Moderator 
 
Alpha Sigma Nu Pledge

Acceptance of Candidates
The Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD, President, Creighton University 

Presentation of Keys and Certificates

Conferral of Honorary Memberships

Remarks on Behalf of the Administration
The Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD, President, Creighton University 

Remarks on Behalf of the Student Inductees
Wisam Najdawir, Junior, College of Arts and Sciences

Invitation to Reception
Stephanie Husa, President, ASN Student Chapter

 

February 10, 2018
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Alpha Sigma Nu New Members 2017–2018

College of Arts and Sciences

Michael Albright: Michael is a senior and will be applying to medical 
schools in the summer of 2018. Michael has gone on three service trips, 
leading two of them and is a member of the College of Arts and Science 
Dean’s Fellows. He went on a service trip to El Paso learning about 
immigration at the U.S. Mexico border and he then went on to coordinate 
trips focusing on homelessness going to the Sienna Francis House in 
Omaha as well as a shelter in Milwaukee.
	
Joseph Anderson: Joseph is a senior and will be continuing his 
education at the University of Minnesota Dental School in the fall. He 
has participated in three service trips going to Guatemala to work with 
underserved communities as well as going to New Mexico and Texas 
to work with homeless and immigrant populations at the U.S. Mexico 
border. Joseph is also an active mentor through the Omaha chapter of 
Big Brothers Big Sisters.
	  
Andrew Bodlak: Andrew is a junior neuroscience major participating in 
the ROTC program. After graduation Andrew plans on attending Medical 
School through an air force scholarship. Andrew is a part of the Cortina 
Service Learning Community and has participated in services trips in the 
North Omaha, St. Mary of the Woods, and Winnebago Indian reservation 
communities. Finally, Andrew serves on the Putting Down Roots 
Committee working with sustainability.

Maria Burtch: Maria is a junior majoring in exercise science and 
minoring in biology and planning on applying to medical school. Maria 
is a regular volunteer for the Omaha Methodist Hospital as well as the 
Campus Kitchen program at Creighton. Maria also worked as a Certified 
Nursing Assistant in the Omaha and Iowa City Memory Care Units. 
Finally, Maria has served as the treasurer and president of the Creighton 
Running Club. 

Kaitlin Carlson: Kaitlin is a junior majoring in exercise science and 
minoring in dance. She is a member of the Honors Program and has 
served as a representative for the Honors Program as well as the Vice 
President of Programing. She is an active member of the Creighton Dance 
Company as well as the Justice Walking Program. Finally, Kaitlin has 
attended two services trips with the SCSJ as a participant. 
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College of Arts and Sciences continued

Margaret Carrig: Margaret is a sophomore studying Biochemistry and 
Classical Languages. She is involved in the Pre-Medical Society and Eta 
Sigma Phi Classics Honors Society at Creighton. She is also an active 
participant in the Honors Program as well as Creighton’s Greek life where 
she is a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma. Margaret also works as a lab 
researcher with Creighton professors studying protein binding in cells. 

Hollie Christensen: Hollie is a senior majoring in Social Work and 
Medical Anthropology. She serves as a case manager intern at Nebraska 
AIDS Project and she has been a mentor at Girls Inc for the past three 
years. In the spring of 2017 Hollie studied abroad in Central America, 
working with community engagement and social change. Hollie also 
traveled to Peru after her freshman year through Creighton’s service 
learning program.

Mallory Cranwell: Mallory is a junior History and Theology major in the 
College of Arts and Sciences. At Creighton, she has been involved in the 
Freshman Leadership Program, finishing up as a Program Executive this 
year. She is a Resident Adviser, a member of Creighton History Fellows 
Program, and has been involved through Creighton’s Center for Service 
and Justice, coordinating a trip and now as an upcoming member of their 
Core Team. 

Jonathan Dang: Jonathan is a senior from Honolulu, Hawaii and 
will attend dental school in the fall of 2018. He has been involved in a 
number of service-based activities at Creighton including service trips 
through the Institute for Latin American Concern and the Schlegel Center 
For Service and Justice. He is also an active volunteer in the Omaha 
community and served as the Social Media Executive for Alpha Phi 
Omega, a co-ed service fraternity.

Elizabeth Dorchuck: Elizabeth is a junior hoping to attend medical 
school after graduating in the spring of 2019. She has been involved in 
many activities at Creighton including two service trips through the 
Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, leading one of the trips. She 
is also a member of the College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s Fellows 
Program and Greek Life. She is also going to the Dominican Republic 
through the Institute for Latin American Concern this summer. 

Michelle Doyle: Michelle is a senior studying French, Sustainability, 
Business Administration, and Leadership. She has been involved in 
many organizations on campus including the Cortina Community since 
freshman year and now serves as a formation group leader to the Boys 
and Girls Club after school program and co-recruitment chair. She has 
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College of Arts and Sciences continued

additionally been on three service trips, done two faculty led programs 
abroad, and spent a semester in Toulouse, France during her time here 
at Creighton. 

Christian Hannah: Christian is a junior who will attend medical 
school in the fall of 2019. He has been involved in several activities at 
Creighton, such as studying abroad in the Dominican Republic through 
Creighton’s Encuentro Dominicano Service and Learning Program and 
being president of his fraternity for a year. He now participates in weekly 
service at Completely Kids, is a research assistant in Dr. Julie Soukup’s 
biochemistry lab, and participates in Habitat for Humanity builds. 

Rebecca Hare: Rebecca is a junior studying Secondary Education 
and Mathematics. She has been involved in a variety of activities on 
Creighton’s campus. She was part of the Freshman Leadership Program 
where she also served as a mentor her sophomore year. This past fall, 
she was on the Welcome Week Executive Team and is now one of the 
Welcome Week Coordinators for 2018. She has been on two service 
and justice trips and volunteers as a religious education teacher every 
Sunday morning at St. John’s Parish. 
	
Bailey Hassman: Bailey is a junior and is still deciding whether she 
will attend graduate or medical school. She has been involved in many 
activities at Creighton including three service trips through the Schlegel 
Center for Service and Justice, leading two of the trips. She serves on the 
Panhellenic Council, Greek Standards Board and is an active member in 
the Fraternity and Sorority Life Community. She also volunteers at UNMC 
on the pediatric unit. 
			 
Luke Heiland: Luke is a sophomore in the College of Arts and Sciences 
double majoring in Spanish and Biology. He has been involved with 
various activities at Creighton including a service trip through the 
Creighton Center for Service and Justice, research assistant in Creighton’s 
School of Medicine Biomedical department, and was a welcome week 
group leader. Luke is also an active member in Greek life and Creighton’s 
Greek standards board.Luke spends time with his little brother from Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of the Midlands.

Caroline Marnin: Caroline is a junior and plans to attend physical 
therapy school in the fall of 2019. She has been involved with a variety 
of activities at Creighton including serving as her sorority’s event 
chairman in 2017. She also serves on the executive team for Community 
Kitchens, participates in research with the exercise science department, 
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College of Arts and Sciences continued

tutors biology for the Creighton Edge, and is an active volunteer in the 
Omaha community.

Nagisa Matsumoto: Nagisa is a junior Exercise Science major on the 
Pre-Medicine track. She is involved in a variety of different activities 
at Creighton. She has served as secretary for both Hui O’ Hawaii Club 
and EXSEL, as well as participated in performances like Vive Paris and 
The Nutcracker, with Creighton’s Performing Arts, and Hui O’ Hawaii’s 
annual Luau. She is also involved with Alpha Phi Omega, a co-ed service 
fraternity that serves the campus, community, and the nation through 
various service projects.

Nicolas McDonald: Nick is a senior Biochemistry major, minoring in 
Philosophy. He plans on attending medical school in the near future. He 
has been a student leader with the Catholic Student Organization and 
is currently the president of Creighton Students for Life, Creighton’s 
pro-life organization. He has been to the Dominican Republic with ILAC 
during the summer of 2017 and helps with homeless outreach with Christ 
in the City in Denver.

Anne Meyer: Anne is a junior majoring in exercise science on the pre-PA 
track with a minor in Spanish. She serves as treasurer of Creighton’s 
Running Club and studied abroad in Spain this past spring. She has also 
participated on an SCSJ service trip and volunteers at St. John’s as a 
Sunday school teacher and Eucharistic minister.

Wisam Najdawi: Wisam is a junior in Creighton’s College of Arts & 
Sciences. He has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton 
including a service trip through the Schlegel Center for Service and 
Justice, undergraduate research in the Exercise Science Department, and 
New Student Orientation. He served as both a guide and as a Community 
Outreach and Diversity Awareness Executive for Welcome Week and is a 
volunteer in the Omaha community.

Hannah O’Hagan: Hannah is a junior in the College of Arts and 
Sciences studying Biochemistry. She currently serves as an executive 
team member for both the CCAS Dean’s Fellows Program and the CCAS 
Student Senate. She is also a Decurion for a Freshmen RSP class and 
participates in undergraduate research. Her service immersion trip to 
the Dominican Republic last summer has inspired her to pursue medicine 
in the future, as she hopes to one day provide holistic healthcare to 
disadvantaged communities. 
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College of Arts and Sciences continued

Mackenzie Pavlik: Mackenzie is a senior in the College of Arts and 
Sciences and is graduating this coming May. She has been involved in a 
variety of activities at Creighton University including an undergraduate 
research team in the Communication Studies department, the Creighton 
Students Union, CURAS and Greek Life. She has served as the president 
of the Panhellenic Council and Lambda Pi Eta and is an intern at Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of Nebraska.

Hannah Pulverenti: Hannah is a junior in the College of Arts & Sciences 
and will graduate with a BA in Classical Languages in May 2019. She is 
involved with the program Jesuit Worldwide Learning: Higher Education 
at the Margins through Creighton University. This program strives to 
provide higher education to individuals living in refugee camps or who 
are otherwise on the margins. In the Omaha community she served as an 
intern at the Refugee Empowerment Center in the Summer of 2017. 

Lauren Richards: Lauren is a senior in the College of Arts and Sciences 
and hopes to receive her Masters Degree in Physician Assistant studies. 
In her time at Creighton, she served on the Honors Program Student 
Advisory Board, attended service trips through the Schlegel Center 
for Service and Justice, and participated in research with the Biology 
department. She currently is involved in Campus Ministry and is an 
active member of Greek Life. 

Elizabeth Rudigier: Elizabeth is a junior in the College of Arts and 
Sciences studying Medical Anthropology. She has been involved in a 
variety of activities at Creighton including Best Buddies, Colleges Against 
Cancer, Swing Dance Society, and Partners in Health Engage. She has 
been on several Service and Justice trips through the Schlegel Center 
for Service and Justice as well as working as a teaching aide at Jackson 
Elementary School.

Matthew Sacco: Matthew is a junior and will graduate with a Bachelor 
of Science in the spring of 2019. He has been involved in many activities at 
Creighton including the Creighton Students Union Program Board, Skutt 
Shutdown Coordinator, Family Weekend, and New Student Orientation. 
He is an active member of Greek Life and is serving as the President of 
Beta Theta Pi for the 2018 calendar year. His favorite volunteer site is 
Habitat for Humanity.
 
Isabelle Senechal: Isabelle is a junior pursuing her Bachelor’s degree 
in English, Journalism, and French. She has been involved in service and 
advocacy trips through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, as 
well as research with the Cortina community. Isabelle is also the founder 
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College of Arts and Sciences continued

and current president for Courage Club, a student organization dedicated 
to combating sex trafficking through fundraising and awareness. She 
also serves as the current President for the Panhellenic Council for 
Fraternity and Sorority Life. 

Mahek Shahid: Mahek is a senior and will attend medical school in the 
fall of 2018. She has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton, 
serving as an Interfaith Representative for Campus Ministry, Vice 
President for Creighton Biology Club, and a clinical research assistant 
at Creighton Medical Center. She also volunteers within the Omaha 
community and is an active member of Greek Life in which she has 
served as both philanthropy and social medial chair. 
	
Hunter VanDolah: Hunter is a junior and hopes to pursue a career in 
medicine. He researches biochemistry in Dr. Lynne Dieckman’s lab on 
Creighton’s campus. He is an active volunteer in the Omaha community, 
including tutoring for Boys and Girls Clubs of America and volunteering 
at Yates Community Center through the Schlegel Center for Service and 
Justice. He currently volunteers his time at Restore East of Habitat for 
Humanity Omaha, receiving recognition as Restore East Volunteer of the 
Year in 2017.

Clare Weber: Clare is a Sophomore studying Biochemistry with Minors 
in Music and Public health and hopes to pursue a career in health care. 
Clare is part of the College of Arts and Sciences Dean’s fellows program 
and is the Vice President for Creighton’s chamber choir. She is also 
involved in many other activities at Creighton including participating in 
two fall service and justice trips through the SCSJ and is highly involved
 in campus ministry. Clare is also involved in biochemistry research with 
Dr. Soukup.

Anna Ziola: Anna is a junior studying chemistry and has been involved 
in a variety of activities on campus. She has attended two service trips 
through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, studied abroad 
in Peru, participated as a Welcome Week guide, and served as the 
Sponsorship and Partnership Chair for Creighton’s 2017 Dance Marathon. 
Once she graduates, she is interested in attending graduate school for 
chemistry or engineering.
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Heider College of Business 

Savannah Arguello: Savannah is a junior and has served as the 
Assistant Resident Director for Deglman Hall through the Department 
of Residential Life, Executive Board member for Inter-Residence Hall 
Government, was involved in the Cortina Community, Welcome Week, 
and Greek Life. She has participated in one service trip through the 
Department of Residential Life and has attended the Ignatian Family 
Teach-In for Justice through the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. 
She has worked with the Violence, Intervention, and Prevention 
Center, and has journeyed through Uganda on spiritual pilgrimage with 
Campus Ministry. 

Shyah Ghaseminia: Shyah is a senior and will be working at LinkedIn 
in San Francisco, California upon graduation. While at Creighton, she 
has held leadership positions in Alpha Kappa Psi and Human Resources 
Association. Shyah is also involved in Anna Tyler Waite Leadership 
Program, Circle K, Heider College of Business Dean’s Fellows Program as 
well as serving as a counselor caller for admissions.
	
Alexis Jalbert: Alexis is a junior Accounting and Finance major in the 
Dean’s Fellows Program. She is a member of Appropriations Committee 
of Creighton Students Union, and she represented CSU at the National 
Jesuit Student Leadership Conference in the summer of 2017. Alexis is 
also an active member the accounting honors society, Beta Alpha Psi and 
Beta Gamma Sigma honor society.

Zachary Meneses: Zach is a junior in the Heider College of Business. He 
is involved in a number of organizations on campus including Catholic 
Student Organization, Knights of Columbus, Beta Theta Pi, Blue Crew, 
the Business Intelligence & Analytics Association and service through 
the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice. He is grateful to Creighton 
University for providing him a place to flourish and grow.
	
Connor Ramlo: Connor is a junior majoring in Finance and planning on 
attending law school after graduation. Connor keeps busy as a member 
of the Creighton men’s soccer team. He is passionate about serving his 
community and participates in the annual Kick’s for a Cure and Audrey’s 
Shoes for Kids events. Additionally, Connor has been a Big Brother Big 
Sister mentor since 2011 in his hometown of Cedar Rapids, Iowa.

Dayton Rand: Dayton is a junior in the Heider College of Business 
majoring in Finance on the analysis track. Dayton is also minoring in 
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Heider College of Business Continued

biology and pursuing a pre-medicine emphasis with plans to attend 
medical school after graduation. Dayton is the President of the Creighton 
Chess Club, a member of Alpha Kappa Psi Professional Business 
Fraternity, and a student-leader in Youth Leadership Omaha. Finally 
Dayton tutor’s high school students in math at the NorthStar Foundation 
in North Omaha.	
	
Jamie Studenroth: Jamie is a senior majoring in Marketing and 
International Business and minoring in Spanish. She currently works 
and volunteers at Ollie Webb, an organization focused enriching the 
lives of individuals with developmental disabilities. Jamie volunteers 
as a translator for Outlook Nebraska, she is an active member of Best 
Buddies at Creighton, and she participated in a Creighton Service and 
Justice trip to the Mosaic community.
	
Jaali Winters: Jaali is a junior International Business and Marketing 
major with plans to continue studying for a Master’s degree in the 
software development field. She is a member of the Creighton University 
Women’s Volleyball team and she participated in a service trip with 
the SCSJ going to St. Martin’s Hospitality center in Albuquerque New 
Mexico working with people experiencing homelessness. After 
obtaining a master’s degree, she plans to play professional indoor 
volleyball overseas. 

College of Nursing

Stephanie Christensen: Stephanie is a graduate student in the Adult-
Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner program. She has been 
involved in a variety of nursing organizations including the Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioners as a student member as well as Sigma Theta Tau 
International Honor Society of Nursing. She also serves as a mentor 
and advisor to the local chapter of the Gamma Phi Beta sorority and 
volunteers within the Omaha community.
 
Abby Hiller: Abby is entering her fourth year of nurse practitioner 
school this spring and will graduate with her doctorate degree in May 
2019. For the past five years, her nursing career has centered around 
Labor & Delivery and Pediatric nursing. In addition, she was recently 
published for research completed at the University of lowa. Abby also 
serves as a sponsor for Prison Fellowship International, provides a 
support group for military spouses at Fort Hood, TX, and volunteers at 
pediatric vaccination clinics in the surrounding area.
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College of Nursing Continued

Alyssa Landauer: Alyssa is a senior nursing student with a minor in 
Spanish and Hispanic Studies. She has been involved in a variety of 
service activities over her four years at Creighton. Alyssa has been on 
two SCSJ service trips, various mission trips, and participates in local 
community service. She has also been a leader on a Campus Ministry 
retreat as well as a bible study leader for the Navigators on campus. 

Emily Leister: Emily is a junior in Nursing and is minoring in Studio 
Art. Emily has been involved with Campus Ministry as a retreat leader 
and as a member of the Salt and Light Leadership Team. She has been 
involved in several campus organizations including Pi Beta Phi sorority, 
Nursing Leadership Scholars, and the Freshman Leadership Program. 
She has participated in one service trip through the Schlegel Center for 
Service and Justice (SCSJ), participates in service for the greater Omaha 
community, and she will be participating in the institute for Latin 
American Concern (ILAC) health care program in the Dominican Republic. 

Yoshua Piescer: Yoshua is a junior in the College of Nursing. He was 
been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including the 
Freshman Leadership Program throughout his freshman year. He 
has also been a participant on two service and justice trips through 
the Schlegel Center for Service and Justice, and he is excited to be 
coordinating a trip next spring.
 			 
Abigail Rudigier: Abigail is a junior in the College of Nursing. She 
has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including Best 
Buddies, Creighton University Student Nurses Association, College of 
Nursing Leadership Scholars, Colleges against Cancer, and Swing 
Dance Society. She also serves on the executive committee for 
Partners in Health Engage in addition to working at Creighton’s Health 
Sciences Library. 

Clare Schwab: Clare is a senior in the College of Nursing. She has been 
involved with the Creighton University Student Nurses Association, a 
fall break service trip in Omaha, Creighton University Students for 
Life, Alpha Phi, Sigma Theta Tau International Nursing Honor Society, 
Eucharistic Ministry, study abroad at the University of Limerick in 
Ireland, and attended the Encounter retreat. She works for A Special 
Sitter, run by a Creighton family, to provide home healthcare to children 
with disabilities.	
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College of Professional Studies

Lisamarie Hugo: Lisamarie is a senior in the College of Professional 
Studies. She is majoring in Health Administration and Policy with a minor 
in Business Administration. She has volunteered in Project Homeless 
Connect and other events for children with special needs. She is a 
member of the Medical Group Management Association (MGMA) and 
AAPC. In 2015, she was certified as a Certified Physician Practice Manager 
and was accepted into the board-certification program through the 
American College of Medical Practice Executives.

Makayla Nelson: Makayla is a senior and will graduate in Fall 2017 
with a degree in EMS. She is involved in several activities at Creighton 
including EMS club, Peer2Peer mentor program, and Student Support 
Services. She also gives back to the community by tutoring high school 
students in the Creighton Upward Bound program.

Daniel Steiner: Danny is a senior majoring in Communication Studies 
through the College of Professional Studies. He was awarded the 

“Rookie of the Year” award by the department in 2014 and recognized for 
“Outstanding Paper of the Year” in 2016. Danny is a member of the Honor 
Societies Lambda Pi Eta for Communication Studies and Alpha Sigma 
Lambda for Non-Traditional Students. Danny serves as the Housing 
Services Coordinator in the Division of Student Life. He was honored with 
the “Bluejay Spirit Award” by the division in 2015.

Tracy Zentner: Tracy is a junior, nontraditional student within 
the College of Professional Studies and will graduate with a degree 
in Leadership Development, as well as a minor in Health Lifestyle 
Management. She has earned induction into Creighton University’s 
Nu Tau Epsilon chapter of the Alpha Sigma Lambda honor society. Her 
volunteer activities include sharing the Jesuit values as she serves on the 
Patient and Family Advisory Council for the Boone County Health Center 
and coordinating the local Red Cross blood drive.

Graduate School

Joseph Abdo: A Blue Jay alum since 2004, Joe earned his Master’s degree 
in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from Georgetown University 
School of Medicine in 2008. In 2015, Joe joined Dr. Agrawal’s lab as a PhD 
candidate where he is investigating novel diagnostic and prognostic 
biomarkers in Barrett’s-related esophageal adenocarcinoma under 
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Graduate School continued

joint-guidance of Dr. Sumeet Mittal. Joe is involved in Meals on Wheels 
organizations, is an advocate for pediatric cancer patients, and is part of 
various molecular oncology organizations.

Margaret Gill: Margaret is a physician who returned to grad school to 
learn more about leadership and how it applies to her physician duties 
within the Mayo medical system. She is an online graduate student and 
a family physician in Minnesota. She has been involved in the American 
Academy of Family Physicians and the American Medical Association. 
Margaret is a board member and an advisor for a local celiac support 
group in her community.

Sannette Hall: Sannette Hall is a final year graduate student in the 
School of Medicine who will be graduating with her doctorate in Clinical 
and Translational Science in May 2018. She was awarded Best Poster 
Presentation at St. Albert’s Research Day in 2016 and and has been 
involved in several loyalty and outreach programs at Creighton. She is 
also a Salvation Army volunteer and an adjunct mentor for the Girl’s 
Empowered by Morals and Standards (GEMS) club in Jamaica. 
	
Tallen Mahaffey: Tallen will complete the MS program in School 
Counseling-Preventive Mental Health in the summer of 2018. He is the 
proud parent of Jacob and Zackary and loving partner to Lisa Mahaffey. 
Tallen serves as a school counselor and basketball coach at Providence 
Catholic H.S. in New Lenox, IL. Tallen hopes to continue helping students 
find their way through application of the Jesuit Values and the invaluable 
lessons learned as a member of the Creighton University Community. 

Kyle Marugg: Kyle is a second-year graduate student in Creighton’s 
School Counseling and Preventative Mental Health program. Kyle is also 
a member of Creighton’s Magis program and teaches high school Spanish 
at Gehlen Catholic School in Le Mars, IA while living in a faith-based 
community with three other Magis teachers. 

Josephine Moody: Josephine is a second-year counseling student who 
will graduate with her degree in School Counseling-Preventive Mental 
Health in May 2018. As a non-traditional student, she has been busy 
utilizing the knowledge she has gained throughout her program to serve 
the students and staff in the Catholic school at which she is employed. 
The skills gained at Creighton have allowed her to make additional 
services available through the existing counseling program. 
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Crystal Neihoff: Crystal completed her doctorate of education in 
interdisciplinary leadership in August 2017 with her defense of her 
dissertation entitled Ambition to Run: Women Veterans Pursuing 
Elected Office. She has been an ongoing advocate for veterans 
and military families serving in various volunteer and Board roles. 
Presently, she is a financial advisor with Thrivent Financial working 
in the Papillion, NE area. 

Julie Perrault: Julie is in the Educational Leadership graduate program. 
She taught in the Omaha Catholic schools. This year she is the assistant 
principal at St. Columbkille School in Papillion. Since her husband’s 
death, she became a single mother, and found healing through faith and 
becoming active in Survivors of Suicide, Widda.org (online support for 
young widows and young widowed parents. She served as a mentor to 
young teachers throughout the diocese and has worked with teachers 
to help build confidence and rapport in the classroom. Julie enjoyed 
volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, Grief’s Journey, and the Open 
Door Mission.

Frank Placencia: Frank is a Neonatologist and Ethicist at Texas 
Children’s Hospital and Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, TX. He is 
also Palliative Care board certified and a founding member of the Clinical 
Ethics Consult service at Texas Children’s. Most importantly, he is a 
proud father of three.
	
Mark Stursma: Mark is a graduate student in Negotiation and Conflict 
Resolution (NCR) and will graduate in 2018. Mark works as the Planning 
Director for the City of Papillion, Nebraska. Mark uses his training in 
NCR to improve upon his philosophy of negotiation based development 
regulation. Mark is an active member of Countryside Community Church 
and volunteers as a facilitator in the discernment process that lead to 
the congregation’s decision to join the Tri-Faith Initiative. 
	
Kate Swanson: Kate is a graduate student in Creighton University’s 
Educational Leadership Program. She has been teaching social studies 
at St. Mary’s High School in Storm Lake, Iowa where she has played an 
active role in her school, parish, and community. She is involved in the 
St. Mary’s Leadership Team, School Improvement Advisory Council, 
Marketing and Enrollment Committee, Catholic Identity Committee, 
Climate and Culture Committee, participant in a joint Sioux City 
Diocese/Creighton University enrollment initiative, a school/parish 
youth group leader, and organizer and volunteer in various fundraising 
and service opportunities. 

Graduate School continued
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Graduate School continued

Katherine Wadas-Thalken: Katie is a doctoral candidate in the 
Interdisciplinary Leadership program and is a graduate of Creighton’s 
College of Arts and Sciences. She earned her master’s degree in 
education from the University of Maryland. Katie’s dissertation will 
focus on finding ways faculty can better support pregnant and parenting 
students on college campuses. Katie is an active member of the League 
of Women Voters, and has been involved in Creighton’s committee on the 
Status of Women for several years. Katie is married to her husband, Mark, 
and they have a one-year old son, Edward.

School of Dentistry

Dustin Ebner: Dustin is a fourth year student at the Creighton 
University School of Dentistry and will graduate in May of 2018. 
Dustin is passionate about serving the Omaha community and he 
has been involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including Smile 
Miles and the Give Kids A Smile program. After graduation, Dustin 
plans on returning home where he will practice with his father in 
Wheatridge, Colorado. 

Nathaniel Hansen: Nathaniel is a third year dental student at 
Creighton. He is currently serving as the vice-president of the American 
Dental Education Association chapter at Creighton and is also 
vice-president of the Dental Spanish Club. Nathan has helped translate 
and provide dental services at the Creighton One World dental clinic 
for the last three years and recently started teaching at the Exploring 
Dentistry Program held at Creighton. This summer, Nathan will be a 
program coordinator at the Institute for Latin American Concern in 
the Dominican Republic.

Michael Harrison: Michael Harrison is a fourth year dental student 
graduating in May of 2018. He has been heavily involved in clubs and 
organizations affiliated with the dental school during his time at 
Creighton. He participated regularly in Creighton’s Thursday night 
community dental clinic, and spent last summer on a dental service trip 
to the Dominican Republic. 

Keri Kenning: Keri is a fourth year dental student and will study 
Orthodontics at the University of Texas in Houston following graduation. 
While at Creighton, she has been involved in Omaha Project Homeless 
Connect serving people experiencing homeless and she has participated 
in the ILAC Mission Trip to the Dominican Republic, providing dental care 
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to those without access to affordable care. As a future orthodontist, she 
looks forward to helping patients with complex genetic disorders and 
craniofacial anomalies. 

School of Law

Shayla Slaymaker: Shayla is a third year law student and the current 
president of the Student Bar Association of the law school. Throughout 
her tenure at Creighton, Shayla has been involved in a variety of 
activities such as participating on mock trial, moot court, and arbitration 
teams and organizing a ‘Mental Health Week’ for the law school. She 
serves as a tutor in Contracts and Legal Writing. Additionally, Shayla is a 
research assistant and participates committee for curriculum improvements. 

Barbara Vargo: Barbara is a law student who will graduate in Spring 
2018 and will begin work as a clerk for the South Dakota Unified Judicial 
System in the Seventh Judicial Circuit in August 2018. Prior to attending 
law school, Vargo worked for hospice programs in Miami, Florida, 
and Rapid City, South Dakota. She has been involved in a variety of 
experiences at Creighton University including representing the school at 
Client Counseling, Arbitration, and Trial Team competitions. Vargo also 
serves as a patient care volunteer for Methodist Hospice and as a clerk 
for the Health, Education and Law Project at Legal Aid of Nebraska. 

School of Medicine

Megan Andrews: Megan is a current third year student in the School 
of Medicine. Her leadership includes serving as President of the Student 
Interest Group in Neurology (SIGN), Research Chair for Phoenix 
Regional Campus, Blood Drive Coordinator for the American Red Cross, 
and Co-chair of Project CURA’s Fundraising Committee. Megan spent 
a month in Peru as part of a medical mission trip with Project CURA. 
Throughout medical school, she has been a member of the Phi Rho 
Sigma Medical Fraternity and volunteers at free medical clinics run by 
Creighton medical students.
			 
Emily Bolton: Emily is a fourth year medical student graduating in May 
and is applying to dermatology residency. She has several publications 
and has attended multiple conferences in the field of dermatology. 
She has also been involved in a number of activities in the Omaha 

School of Dentistry continued
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community, including volunteering at the Boys & Girls Club and serving 
as a member of the American Medical Women’s Association.
 
Mark Castera: Mark is a fourth-year medical student. He has been 
involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including two medical 
service trips through Project CURA. He has been a medical student 
officer for the Magis Free Health Clinic and serves as a student 
representative for the School of Medicine’s curriculum evaluation 
committee. He has been engaged in pediatric research and plans to 
pursue residency training in pediatrics after graduating.

Matthew Chapman: Matthew is a fourth year medical student and 
will begin his Psychiatry Residency in July 2018. He has been involved in 
multiple activities including tutoring, volunteering at the student-run 
clinic, and working on the medical school admissions committee. He has 
been involved with Forensic Research at the Omaha VA and been part 
of multiple teaching experiences, including working for Duke University 
during one of his medical school summers. He is also an active member 
of the Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honors Society. 
			   	
Michael Hagan: Michael is a third year student in the Creighton 
University School of Medicine and will graduate in the spring of 2019. 
He has been involved with many activities during his time at Creighton 
including a 5 week medical service trip to Guatemala and volunteering 
teaching at local grade schools. He is his current student government 
class treasurer and is also a peer mentor for underclassmen in the 
medical school. 

Austin Pierce: Austin is a third year medical student at Creighton and 
plans to become a surgeon after graduation. He is a frequent volunteer 
at local clinics that provide care free of charge, such as the Magis Clinis, 
Porto, and the Kuentze Memorial Clinic. During his undergraduate career, 
he was the president of the University of Colorado chapter of Timmy 
Global Health, a non-profit that focuses on healthcare disparities at 
underserved locations around the world. He is also the Admissions Chair 
for the School of Medicine class of 2019.

Sarah Pietruszka: Sarah is a fourth-year medical student pursuing 
a residency in obstetrics and gynecology. She has been involved in a 
variety of service and leadership positions at Creighton including the 
Magis Clinic, mentoring experiences to encourage undergraduate women 
to enter the field of medicine, and being the Obstetrics and Gynecology 
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Department’s M4 Chief. She also serves on the board for Colleges against 
Cancer and is an active member of Greek Life as well as a volunteer in 
the Omaha community.

Jennifer Shaw: Jennifer is a third year medical student at Creighton. She 
has held leadership positions in a variety of student organizations and 
currently serves as the Omaha president of the neurosurgery interest 
group. She has also been actively involved in medical education and 
surgical research in Omaha. She is interested in pursuing a career in 
trauma surgery or neurosurgery.

Sean Smith: Sean is a 3rd year medical student at Creighton’s Phoenix 
Regional Campus and will graduate in the Spring of 2019. During his 
time at Creighton he has been privileged to be involved in many 
service, leadership and research opportunities including volunteering 
at the Magis clinic on several occasions, serving as the president of the 
Married2Medicine club, publishing several research papers and winning 
the regional multidisciplinary clinical reasoning club spring competition.

Jordan Spring: Jordan is a third year medical student. He has been 
involved in many different service activities while at Creighton including 
volunteering multiple times at the Magis Clinic, the Healing Gift Clinic, 
and the Phoenix House, an organization that supports sexual abuse and 
domestic violence victims. He also serves on the Admissions Committee 
for Creighton University School of Medicine.

Elida Voth: Elida is a fourth year medical student and will be pursuing 
a career in Internal Medicine in the summer of 2018. She has been 
involved in a variety of activities at Creighton including coordinator of 
the Magis Psychiatry Clinic, Partners Against Cancer, and the Make-A-
Wish 5k/10k Run/Walk. She has also participated in Habitat for Humanity 
and is a Vital Signs Peer Mentor for other medical students.

Grant Winthesier: Grant is a third year medical student at Creighton 
with an interest in the field of hematology/oncology. He has been a 
part of project CURA, having gone on a mission trip to India after his 
first year and serving as the chair of the Solidarity committee during his 
second. He has served as a tutor and a Vital Signs mentor in the School 
of Medicine, and volunteered in various organizations in the Omaha 
community such as Habitat for Humanity.
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School of Pharmacy and Health Professions

Lauren Bauer: Lauren is a third year Physical Therapy student at 
Creighton University. She has held multiple rolls in the Creighton 
University Pharmacy and Health Professionals Student Government, 
serving as the Vice President of Physical Therapy and Physical Therapy 
Class of 2018 Representative. Lauren is an active member of Creighton 
University Physical Therapy Leadership Guild, where she enjoys 
volunteering at Heartland Hope Mission and TOPSoccer. In addition, 
she assists Dr. Jenny Bagwell PT, PhD, DPT with clinical research and 
has presented research at St. Albert’s Day/University Research Day 
at Creighton University and the Combined Sections Meeting of the 
American Physical Therapy Association in San Antonio, Texas. 

David Bye: David is in his last year of pharmacy school. He is actively 
involved in APhA, Rho Chi, and Phi Lambda Sigma. He is a member of 
Creighton’s curling team as well as a member of the 2014 intramural 
basketball championship team. After graduation he will be working 
as a pharmacist with the Federal Bureau of Prisons. The Walleye is his 
favorite fish. Go Jays! 
	
Meredith Chaput: Meredith Chaput is a fourth-year student in 
the Department of Physical Therapy and will graduate in May 2018. 
She has obtained leadership roles on campus, collaborated with 
interprofessional teams, and volunteers as a coach with the Eastern 
Nebraska Wheelchair Athletic Association within the realm of adapted 
basketball and softball. Upon graduation, Meredith hopes to continue 
her education through a Sports Physical Therapy Residency program in 
pursuit to becoming a Sports Certified Specialist.

Amy Cimperman: Amy Cimperman holds a Bachelor of Science in 
Biology and is currently in her third year of the pharmacy program. Amy 
most notably holds the position of Vice President of Pharmacy for the 
Pharmacy and Health Professions Student Government. Amy is also 
active in Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity, Inc as a Chaplain for the 
past two years. She is currently working to install a Creighton chapter of 
the American Society of Consultant Pharmacists. 
	
Regina Drummond: Regina Drummond is a third-year occupational 
therapy student and a 2015 graduate of the College of Arts and Sciences. 
She has held executive roles in the Pharmacy and Health Professions 
Student Government, Pi Theta Epsilon Occupational Therapy Honor 
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Society, the Pre-Occupational Therapy Club, and Project Homeless 
Connect Omaha. Regina is passionate about international occupational 
therapy service provision, having just completed a 12-week clinical 
rotation in Italy and a 3-week rotation at Creighton’s ILAC Center in the 
Dominican Republic. 

Marissa Gradoz: Marissa is in her 3rd year of physical therapy school 
and.will graduate in May 2018. She has participated in a number of 
activities while attending Creighton, including a service trip to volunteer 
with the Wounded Heroes Foundation in Chicago and serving as a 
co-chair for the Joint Effort Volleyball Tournament. She also serves on 
the APTA Interprofessional Student Project Committee and is a research 
assistant for the Creighton Rehabilitation Sciences Research Lab. 

Carter Havican: Carter is a fourth-year student. He has been involved 
in Creighton’s Acute Care and Psychiatric Clinics at the Siena Francis 
Shelter. He has served as a mentor to pre-pharmacy undergraduates and 
to current pharmacy students. During pharmacy school he has pursued 
his mission to help the homeless. In Wisconsin, he volunteered his time 
as a pharmacy technician, and at the local food pantry. He continues 
to volunteer at Ascension Healthcare, where he has been a patient 
advocate and emergency department volunteer. 

Maxine Holmes: Maxine is from Woodland Park Colorado and will be 
receiving her Doctorate of Occupational Therapy in May of 2018. This 
past year she has served as the president of the occupational therapy 
honor society, Pi Theta Epsilon-Alpha Iota, as well as serving as “House 
Mother” for one of the undergraduate greek life chapters. Maxine is an 
active volunteer in the Omaha community and strives to advocate for 
underserved populations. 
	
Mary Kasl: Mary is a third-year pharmacy student, graduating in May 
2019. During her undergraduate time at Creighton, she was a hospice 
and service trip volunteer through Cortina and the CCSJ. She has also 
been active in Greek Life at Creighton, including serving as an exec 
for Tri Delta as an undergraduate, and for Phi Delta Chi and Rho Chi 
as a pharmacy student. Recently, she has provided care at the Porto 
Clinic, advised on the development of the Community Link program at 
the CUMC University Campus, and coordinated a healthcare station at 
Project Homeless Connect Omaha. 
	
Nathan Kirby: Nathan is a third year physical therapy student who 
will be graduating in May 2018. Nathan is passionate about service and 
gives back to the Omaha Metro community through organizations such 
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as Joint Effort, Habitat for Humanity and Hand-in-Hand. He has also had 
the opportunity to volunteer at the Military Sports Camp where he was 
able to work with disabled military veterans helping them to become 
incorporated with the adaptive sports community. 
	
Lacey Kocian: Lacey is a fourth year pharmacy student and will 
graduate in May 2018. She has held executive leadership roles within Rho 
Chi and within the Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy. Lacey currently 
serves as Class President for her graduating class. Throughout her time 
at Creighton, she has served as an ambassador for incoming students 
and a tutor for her peers. She was the recipient of the Dr. and Mrs. John F. 
Connolly Endowed Scholarship for the 2017-2018 school year. 

Amanda Krook: Amanda is a third year Physical Therapy student 
graduating in May 2018. She has served as the physical therapy 
representative to the Creighton Students Union and is the Vice President 
of Physical Therapy in the Creighton Neurological organization. Amanda 
coordinates volunteer opportunities at the Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospital, has organized events at the Juvenile Arthritis camp and helps 
teach classes at MetroStars Gymnastics. 

Erin Kuester: Erin is a third year occupational therapy doctoral 
student from Creighton University’s Alaska distance cohort. She has 
served her cohort as a class officer for the past three years, and has 
worked to develop Creighton’s relationships in the Alaskan community. 
She is interested in pediatric practice related to FASD, autism, and 
traumatic brain injury and looks forward to an upcoming professional 
rotation in the Pediatric Neurodevelopmental Center at the Alaska 
Native Medical Center.
	
Diana Ndunda: Diana is a third year pharmacy student. She is 
passionate about serving others and has been able to live out this 
passion and give back to the community through her involvement with 
the Magis Volunteer Clinic , where she serves as pharmacy co-director. 
She is also the president of the Multicultural Health Sciences student 
organization, class government secretary and secretary of the Rho Chi 
Academic Honor Society. 

Linh Nguyen: Linh is a third-year pharmacy student at Creighton’s 
School of Pharmacy and Health Professions. She is involved in many 
pharmacy organizations, including being the charter president of the 
Student College of Clinical Pharmacy established at Creighton in 2017, 
the vice president for the Alpha Alpha Chapter of Rho Chi Honor Society, 
and the HIV/AIDs Awareness Chair for the Multicultural Health Science 
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Student Association. She volunteers at the local Healing Giji Clinic, where 
she provides pharmaceutical and medical services to homeless and 
low-income Nebraskans pro bona. 

Conor O’Loughlin: Conor is a third year physical therapy student that 
will be graduating in May of 2018. Conor has served as the student 
physical therapy representative for the Academic Issues Hearing Board 
for the School of Pharmacy and Health Professions. He has participated 
in respite care for community members in need of student lead pro 
bono physical therapy care, been a volunteer for the annual Shirley 
Ryan Military Adaptive Sports Camp in Chicago, volunteered at Project 
Homeless Connection, as well as other physical therapy related 
service events.
 
Lyndsay Provencio: Lyndsay is in her final semester of physical therapy 
school at Creighton. She has served as Vice President for the Creighton 
University Student American Physical Therapy Association, co-chair for 
the annual Joint Effort Volleyball Tournament, tutor for several classes 
within the physical therapy curriculum, and has served as a volunteer 
both within the Creighton and Omaha community. Lyndsay will conclude 
her time at Creighton by spending a month in the Dominican Republic 
serving the pediatric population of Santo Domingo.

Amanda Verbrugge: Amanda is a third year student in the Doctorate 
of Occupational Therapy Program graduating in May of 2018. She has 
served in positions such as President for the Greater Omaha Class of 2018, 
a tutor for occupational therapy students, an interview ambassador, 
and the clinical equipment assistant for the Occupational Therapy 
Department. She also had the opportunity to complete a research 
project about the effects of animal assisted activities in a behavioral 
classroom, which has been accepted to be presented at the American 
Occupational Therapy Association Conference in April 2018. 

Michelle Warner: Michelle is in her third year for her Occupational 
Therapy Doctorate and expected to graduate in May of 2018. She has 
been involved in many activities throughout her time at Creighton 
University involving holding leadership positions within her cohort and 
CUSOTA board. She is also an active volunteer within her community and 
continues to strive to become a well-rounded practitioner upon graduation.

Michael Weise: Michael is a fourth-year pharmacy student. He will 
receive his Doctorate of Pharmacy in May 2018. During his time at 
Creighton, Michael has been involved in a variety of organizations. He 
has been an executive board member in the Phi Delta Chi pharmacy 
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fraternity and has served as a tutor to second year pharmacy students 
through the Rho Chi Honor Society. In addition, he has volunteered with 
Operation Immunization and has also served patients at the Magis Clinic. 
Michael plans on pursuing a pharmacy residency upon graduation. 

Allison White: Allison is a 3rd-Year Physical Therapy Student, and 
will graduate with her Doctor of Physical Therapy. Allison has been an 
employee of Creighton Pediatric Therapy, and has published her first 
research manuscript in the International Journal of Sports Physical 
Therapy. She was an active member of the Physical Therapy Leadership 
Guild, spending her weekends and various weeknights volunteering in 
the Omaha community, as well as serving on the Executive Board for 
Project Homeless Connect Omaha-Council Bluffs.
	
Qi Zhang: Qi is an international student from China. Being so far away 
from family especially her four-year-old son is great challenge, but she 
is determined and working hard. She has achieved excellent academic 
performance in occupational therapy program and has participated in 
various cultural and community service experiences during her study. 
She wishes to go back to her home country after graduation to advocate 
and promote this profession as well as providing skilled therapy services 
to increase quality of health care. 

School of Pharmacy and Health Professions continued
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Timothy Breen, S.J.

The naturalist Loren Eisley writes of an encounter with a woman he 
met on the island of Bimini. She observed, “Those as hunts treasure 
must go alone, at night, and when they find it they have to leave a little 
of their blood behind them.”   

Similarly, Jesuits who coach soccer and teach high school frequently 
must go alone, in the early morning before dawn, to practice and 
teach, and sometimes, when they are on the field or in the classroom, 
they have to leave a little bit of their blood behind them. And Tim 
Breen knows that the athletes and students he is called to serve are his 
treasure.  

Tim Breen, S.J., was born in Southern California and attended Loyola High 
School near downtown Los Angeles. After graduating from a place dotted 
by palm trees and littered with purple Jacaranda blossoms, he headed to 
Loyola University Chicago on the shores of Lake Michigan. 

After his first Chicago winter, Tim joined California Province of the 
Society of Jesus and returned to Southern California where he spent 
two years as a novice. Upon taking vows, he was missioned to return to 
Chicago where, in addition to playing soccer and serving as a chaplain for 
athletes, he helped out at a Spanish-speaking parish.  

Upon graduation from Loyola with a double major in philosophy and 
Spanish, Tim taught Spanish at Gonzaga Preparatory School in Spokane, 
Washington, where he also coached soccer and was Assistant Athletic 
Director.  He came to Creighton in the Fall of 2016 where he has served 
as the Director of Soccer Operations for Creighton’s Men’s and Women’s 
Soccer and has also provided coaching and moral support.  

Tim Breen, S.J., is a man of irrepressible cheer, boundless optimism, and a 
willingness to undertake all things. Tim has a kind word for everyone, 
a broad smile that lets each person he talks with know that she or he 
matters, she or he belongs. Because he manifests excellence in character, 
service and scholarship, he is properly admitted to Alpha Sigma Nu.  

Presented by the Rev. Greg O’Meara, SJ

Honorary Inductees



25

Russell Hopp, D.O.

Dr. Russell Hopp, D.O., holds appointments as Professor of Pediatrics and 
Medicine, Creighton University School of Medicine, and as Director of 
Pediatric Allergy at Creighton, UNMC, and Children’s Hospital. Dr. Hopp’s 
loyalty to Jesuit values spans over fifty years, dating to his studies at 
Creighton Prep (1966) and Creighton biology (1970). Dr. Hopp graduated 
from the University of Osteopathic Medicine in Des Moines, Iowa, in 
1975, following which he completed three years of pediatric medicine 
residency at the University of Missouri and UNMC. 

Dr. Hopp intended to devote his career to general pediatrics; however, 
the death of his wife from cancer left him with the responsibility for 
caring for two young daughters and precipitated a career shift.  Dr. 
Hopp completed a Fellowship in Allergy and Clinical Immunology at 
Creighton with Dr. Robert Townley and then joined the Creighton School 
of Medicine in 1985. Since that time Dr. Hopp has trained over 30 fellows, 
hundreds of residents and thousands of medical students, and has 
published over 300 scholarly articles, abstracts, and book chapters.   

Dr. Hopp’s record of service includes leadership positions in numerous 
local and national professional organizations, including the Nebraska 
State Board of Health and the American Lung Association. Dr. Hopp 
has consistently volunteered in multiple advisory positions, such as 
Omaha Asthma Alliance, Metro Omaha Tobacco Awareness Coalition, 
and Camp SuperKids. Dr. Hopp has also served as a Creighton Athletics 
team doctor for 25 years. 

Over the course of his career, Dr. Hopp has distinguished himself as 
a leader, mentor, and a man for others. He is deeply honored by his 
induction into Alpha Sigma Nu. 

Presented by Joan Eckerson, PhD

Honorary Inductees continued
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Ann Laughlin, PhD, RN

Dr. Ann Laughlin, Professor of Nursing at Creighton University, truly 
lives Ignatian values. A two-time graduate of Creighton, Dr. Laughlin has 
been teaching at Creighton since 1990. In her faculty role Dr. Laughlin 
has obtained numerous external grants, published in refereed journals, 
authored three book chapters, and logged 44 scholarly presentations. 
She has guided more than 20 doctoral nursing students, and serves as a 
nurse for retired Jesuits in the Creighton Jesuit Community.

Dr. Laughlin is an inspirational advocate for the health care needs of 
the underserved and a leader in connecting Creighton with our local 
community. Dr. Laughlin was the principal proponent for creating two 
Omaha-area initiatives that greatly impact the health of vulnerable 
populations while providing extraordinary learning experiences for 
health care students. First, Dr. Laughlin led in developing the Creighton 
School Health Program (CSHP), which filled the gap when local 
government eliminated funding for school nurses in many low-income 
schools. Since its inception, the program has grown to provide 30 schools, 
serving approximately 9,000 students, with health care screening and care. 

Second, Dr. Laughlin brokered an innovative mission-linked partnership 
with Heart Ministry Center in which diverse low-income populations 
receive free services from Creighton faculty and students, regardless of 
health insurance. Originally focused on health care, the Porto Clinic, 
which Dr. Laughlin manages, provides individuals with nursing, 
pharmacy, medical, dental, occupational and physical therapy, social 
and mental health work, and legal services. During 2016, the clinic 
provided no-cost services valued at $154,000 to over 1,000 patients. 

Dr. Laughlin has received numerous honors – recognition as a Robert 
Wood Johnson National Community Health Leader finalist in 2009; Mary 
Lucretia Creighton Award in 2013; the American Association of Colleges 
of Pharmacy Student Community Engaged Service Award in 2015; and the 
Heart Ministry Volunteer of the Year Award in 2017.

Dr. Laughlin clearly lives the Ignatian values of Magis, Women & Men for 
and with Others, and Cura Personalis. She constantly forms and educates 
students to be agents of change. Alpha Sigma Nu is delighted to induct 
her as an honorary member.

Presented by Mary Tracy, PhD, RN 



27

Honorary Inductees continued

Tom Murray, PhD 

Thomas F. Murray, Ph.D., University Provost, joined Creighton in 2006 as 
the Chair of the Department of Pharmacology in the School of Medicine 
following faculty appointments at Washington State University, Oregon 
State University and the University of Georgia. Prior to being appointed 
Provost, Dr. Murray served Creighton as Associate Dean for Research 
in the School of Medicine , Associate Vice President for Health Sciences 
Research, and Associate Vice-Provost for Research and Scholarship. 

Dr. Murray, earned his doctorate at the University of Washington, 
followed by two years as a Pharmacology Research Fellow at the 
National Institute of Mental Health in Washington, D.C. Dr. Murray has 
over 180 refereed publications, and has had continuous funding from the 
National Institutes of Health since 1986. He has served as an editorial 
board member for Neuropharmacology (1986-1991); the editor of 
Critical Reviews in Neurobiology (2002-2007); a member of the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse Biomedical Research Review Committee 
(Pharmacology II); an ad hoc member of the NIH IFCN Review Committee; 
and a current member of the National Institute on Drug Abuse Training and 
Career Development Committee.

In his role as Associate Vice President for Health Sciences Research, Dr. 
Murray was instrumental in establishing a grant funding process that 
focuses on quality, peer review, and integrity. As Associate Vice-Provost 
for Research and Scholarship, Dr. Murray worked to develop, support, 
and promote researchers across the campus. His leadership was and 
continues to be critical in building the internal and external recognition 
and support for Creighton University’s research across all disciplines 
and professions. 

As Creighton’s Provost and chief academic officer, Dr. Murray handles 
daily challenges and complex problems. He skillfully combines his data 
driven side with strong relationship building skills in seeking to fully 
understand the multiple perspectives surrounding issues. He grounds 
his decisions as an academic leader in our Jesuit Catholic mission. He 
continually seeks what is best for both the formation and learning of our 
students, what is best for sustaining a quality faculty in their work as 
teacher-scholars, and what is best for the institution’s commitment to 
the communities we serve. 

For his exemplary leadership and commitment to the ideals of Jesuit 
higher education (intellectual, social, moral, and religious), we are 
delighted to welcome him as an honorary member of Alpha Sigma Nu. 

Presented by Gail Jensen, PhD
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Jennifer Tilleman, PharmD, FASCP

Dr. Jennifer Tilleman of the School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 
is an outstanding exemplar of Alpha Sigma Nu’s ideals of scholarship, 
service, and loyalty to Ignatian values. 

Dr. Tilleman was appointed to the Creighton School of Pharmacy faculty 
in December 2003, specializing in Professional Development, Clinical 
Skills, and Service Learning. She has been awarded 10 teaching awards 
since 2005. Her integration of service learning, Ignatian values and 
reflection was innovative well before it became popular in pharmacy 
education. Jenny has experienced Ignatian formation programs herself, 
and has embraced Jesuit core values in her life and work. She has 
integrated Jesuit ideals into her courses, whether as specific lectures 
or as ongoing and systematic reflection exercises. She is the first to 
volunteer to support student activities, to integrate academic and 
campus ministry, and to involve the students in community education. 

Dr. Tilleman’s teaching involves her with her students’ goals and their 
personal and professional development. It is no surprise that Jenny is 
regularly invited to provide lectures and lead discussions on Ignatian 
values not only in seminars for health science students and faculty but 
also in Arts and Sciences freshman seminars. 

That same Ignatian spirit carries over naturally into widespread and 
energetic service to her profession, Creighton, St. John’s Parish, and the 
community. She was awarded the Spirit of St. Ignatius award in 2008 and 
has continued to increase her service since then. A primary example of 
Dr. Tilleman’s commitment to Ignatian ideals has been the annual Lakota 
Immersion Trip. She participated in 2008 and 2009, and then took over 
the program in 2013 as the leader. 

Whether she is sponsoring tables for Social Justice fund raising, building 
a scholarship fund, volunteering at Project Homeless, serving as 
the liturgical assistant at St. John’s and University-wide masses, or 
counseling a student, Dr. Tilleman is a humble person who generously 
answers the call to live for and with others. The Creighton Chapter 
enthusiastically welcomes Dr. Jennifer Tilleman as an honorary member 
of Alpha Sigma Nu.

Presented by Rev. Greg Carlson, S.J.
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Stephanie Husa, President
Oliver Alonzo, Vice President 
Brian Boerner, Vice President
Emmali Munger, Vice President
Claire Roehri, Vice President
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CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT

The Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President, Creighton University

Thank You

Our sincere thanks and gratitude to the faculty, staff, administrationv
and students of the Creighton community for dedicating their time
and talents to making this day possible. We are grateful to the
Creighton University Alpha Sigma Nu Omaha Alumni Club for their
support and sponsorship of the reception and continuing support
of our activities throughout the year.






