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Martin Luther King Jr.  
Unity Prayer Luncheon

Tuesday, January 18, 2022  |  11:30 a.m.



WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION
Sarah Walker, PhD 
Vice President for Equity, Diversity  
and Inclusion, Creighton University

LEGACY AWARD PRESENTATION
Sarah Walker, PhD

INVOCATION
Rev. Renzo Rosales, SJ 
Assistant Professor of Cultural 
Anthropology, Creighton University

SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PRESENTATION
Mervin Vasser 
Assistant Director and Manager of 
Recruitment and Retention, Creighton 
University Health Sciences Multicultural  
and Community Affairs

REMARKS
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ 
President of Creighton University

DRUM MAJOR AWARD AND  
LEGACY AWARD PRESENTATION
Chris Rodgers 
Director of Community  
and Government Relations,  
Creighton University

INTRODUCTION  
OF KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Frankie Pastor-Rivera 
Class of 2024 
Creighton Student Union President

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Byron D’Andra Orey, PhD 
Professor of Political Science,  
Jackson State University

CLOSING PRAYER

CLOSING SONG
Lift Every Voice and Sing

DRUM MAJOR AWARD
Gene Haynes
Former Principal of Omaha North High School (Retired)

The former principal of Omaha North High Magnet School, Gene Haynes 
frequently found himself working with third and fourth generations of a family. 
Affectionately known as “Mr. North High,” his friendly demeanor and infectious 
smile endear him to all who know him.

Haynes was a positive influence on Omaha Public Schools for more than 50 years 
as a teacher, coach and administrator. Haynes started at Omaha Technical High 
School in 1967 and was Nebraska’s first African American basketball coach, 
coaching the Trojans from 1972 until the school closed in 1984. The Mississippi 
native has been honored with awards from many civic, community, educational 
and athletic organizations in the metropolitan area, and a portion of the street 
leading to Omaha North High School is named “Gene R. Haynes Street.”

Haynes came to Omaha North High Magnet School in 1987 as assistant principal. 
He tirelessly fostered business partnerships to help overcome the lack of funding. 
His efforts paid off, as North Magnet was recognized as a Magnet School of 
Excellence in 2007 by Magnet Schools of America.

He earned his bachelor’s degree in social studies and economics, and later 
a master’s degree in education and administration from the University of 
Nebraska–Omaha.

Program



KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Byron D’Andra Orey, PhD
Professor of Political Science, former Chairman of the Political Science Department 
Jackson State University

Byron D’Andra Orey, PhD, currently serves as a W. K. Kellogg fellow with the 
Kellogg foundation. In 2021 he was elected as the president-elect for the Southern 
Political Science Association.

Orey’s research is in the areas of race, politics and social justice, focusing heavily 
on the psychology of Black trauma, implicit bias, voting rights, police reform and 
systemic racism. He has received approximately $800,000 in research grants 
and fellowships to conduct research and mentor students. As the director of the 
Jackson Political Science Research Laboratory, Orey has established a pipeline of 
students of color entering PhD programs. Over the past 10 years, 18 of his former 
research assistants have enrolled in some of the top PhD programs across the 
country. In 2020, three of the lab’s former students enrolled in the Maxwell School 
at Syracuse University, one student enrolled in the Kennedy School of Public 
Policy at Harvard and was a Rhodes Scholar finalist, and another completed a 
master’s degree at Harvard.

He earned a BS in business administration from Mississippi Valley State University, 
an MPA from the University of Mississippi, an MA in political science from the State 
University of New York at Stony Brook, and a PhD from the University of New 
Orleans. He taught at the University of Mississippi, was tenured and promoted to 
associate professor at the University of Nebraska–Lincoln, and currently teaches  
at Jackson State University.

LEGACY AWARD
Ruth Matlock
Eastern Nebraska Community Partnership (Retired)

When people who had been beaten down by life events came to the offices 
of ENCAP (Eastern Nebraska Community Action Program), Ruth Matlock’s 
welcoming kindness gave many hope that life could get better. For over 40 years, 
she has been active in a variety of programs that helped participants in North 
Omaha feel like they were moving forward.

When Congress passed the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) program, the 
ENCAP team was one of the first community agencies to assist workers in getting 
this refund. As the EITC lifts more people out of poverty than any other federal 
program, Matlock was key in making free tax preparation available at ENCAP.  
For over four decades, she worked with various partners promoting and 
facilitating access to the EITC refund. No one knows how many families she 
helped lift out of poverty.

Matlock has worked closely with seniors by providing the resources they need 
to improve their quality of life. This, in turn, helped seniors give back to their 
community. She has also helped thousands of families keep their lights on and 
avoid homelessness by connecting people to those who could help prevent 
shut-off notices and evictions. In addition, she serves as a counselor to younger 
women in the workplace.



THE DRUM MAJOR AWARD
This award acknowledges moral, religious or spiritual 
leaders who represent the ideals of Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. The recipient of this award demonstrates 
qualities promoting social justice, creating a significant 

impact on the lives of the community and inspiring 
others to meet the challenges society faces today.

THE LEGACY AWARD
This award recognizes an individual who has lived 

up to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy in the 
areas of social justice and civil rights advocacy. 
The recipient demonstrates distinguished civic, 
cultural, or volunteer service and a commitment 

to the educational and community ideals 
espoused by Creighton University’s mission, 

coupled with high personal integrity.

creighton.edu/mlk

https://www.creighton.edu/mlk

