
Jan. 20, 2022
Dear Colleagues,

Welcome back for the spring semester, which is off to a robust
start. I especially want to thank the Creighton University Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Annual Celebration Committee and
everyone involved with the outstanding events held over the past
week, both in person and virtually. This important annual
commemoration of Dr. King and his life’s work unites Creighton to
the wider community in striving to further the important causes of
social justice and equality for all.

I am pleased to share that the Center for Interprofessional
Practice, Education, and Research (CIPER) has named its new
executive director, Jenny Jessen, EdD, MSN, RN. Jessen has
served as a CIPER core faculty member and director for
assessment since 2019 and will help meet the diverse needs of
health care professionals and support positive patient outcomes. 

Founders Week, Feb. 7-11, is fast approaching and I hope you
will take advantage of the many wonderful events being offered
online and in person. I especially want to call your attention to the
first speaker in the Presidential Lecture Series, Edwidge Danticat,
on Feb. 9. The author of 15 award-winning books, Danticat is a
powerful literary voice for our time.

I am grateful for the efforts of so many as we initiate work to
realign the structure and programs in the Graduate School and
College of Professional Studies, the first phase of which was
completed Jan. 1, with the recently announced second phase to
be complete on July 1. The changes, outlined here, will truly allow
us to collaborate and innovate better and to grow our educational
programs strategically.

Finally, I am truly appreciative of the faculty and staff – and
students – for continuing to follow our University’s COVID-19
guidelines. Please visit Creighton’s COVID-19 website for the
latest information. 
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Sincerely,

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Haneman a Panelist on Inequity Discussion
Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, the Frank J. Kellegher Professor of Trusts and
Estates, participated in a panel discussion on inequity hosted by the American Constitution
Society. 

Kim Named to Editorial Board
Michael Kim, MD, professor and chair of the Department of Medicine,
Omaha campus, and Tenet Healthcare Endowed Chair, has been
appointed to the editorial board for Heart Rhythm, the leading
electrophysiology journal and official journal of the Heart Rhythm
Society.

Menzel Baker Wins AMA Award
Stacey Menzel Baker, PhD, professor of marketing, received the 2021 American Marketing
Association’s Elton B. Stephens Company (EBSCO) Annual Award for Responsible Research
in Marketing.  

Brady Named Libraries Leader
University Libraries unit welcomes Jennifer Brady, MLIS, EdD, as the
new leader of the Reference, Research and Instructional Services
Division. She joins Creighton most recently from Southern Baptist
University, where she was the library director of the Springfield
campus library. She earned her BSEd in secondary English education

from Missouri State University, her master’s in library and information sciences from the
University of Washington, and her Doctor of Education in Instructional Leadership from
Lindenwood University, with an emphasis on higher education administration and instructional
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design. Brady is an active member of state, regional and national professional organizations and
has presented on topics such as research ethics, diversity and inclusion in academic
librarianship, and information literacy. Please join University Libraries in giving her a warm
welcome. 

Save the Date for United Way Campaign 
Creighton University's annual United Way Campaign is Feb. 7-21. Funds received will support
the local communities in Phoenix, Omaha and more. Payroll deductions can be on a 10-month
schedule to allow donations to count in this calendar year. The goal is to raise $50,000. Prizes
are available. Send questions to Chris Karasek at ckarasek@creighton.edu.

Magis Core Curriculum Addition
The Magis Core Curriculum Committee is exploring the addition of an
academic service-learning requirement to the undergraduate core
curriculum. The original intent of the new core plan was to have an
academic service-learning requirement. Now that the Office of Service
Learning is well-established, we may be able to add the requirement

to the core. Contact the Rev. Tom Simonds, SJ, EdD, professor of education and director of
Magis Core, with ideas.

Todero Co-Authors Manuscript on Nursing Fatigue
Catherine Todero, PhD, dean and professor, College of Nursing, and vice provost of Health
Sciences Campuses, co-authored, with others from the Fatigue Subgroup of the Health
Behaviors Expert Panel of the American Academy of Nursing, the manuscript “CE: Nurses are
More Exhausted Than Ever: What Should We Do About It?”

Manz Receives Hero in Action Award
Julie Manz, PhD, RN, assistant dean, Undergraduate Nursing
Programs, received the March of Dimes’ Heroes in Action award for
her leadership in the design and coordination of a COVID-19 vaccine
clinic at Creighton which vaccinated 42,654 individuals. Because a
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community clinic of the magnitude required to provide mass vaccinations had not been
previously established, Manz was a critical member of Creighton’s leadership team in interacting
with the Douglas County Health Department to establish the clinic.

Destino Awarded by National Science Foundation 
Joel Destino, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, has
been awarded a $565,000 National Science Foundation CAREER Award for his project
"CAREER: Investigation of Sol-gel-derived Hybrid Colloids for New Silica-Germania Glasses."
This is the second NSF CAREER Award granted to a Creighton faculty member. Lynne
Dieckman, PhD, associate professor also in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry,
received the award in 2021. Destino's work connects teachers with local faculty mentors,
provides hands-on materials and chemistry research experiences, and results in classroom
activities to engage high school students in research concepts and increase awareness of STEM
opportunities. Read more about the award and Destino’s research.

Ekpenyong, Students File for Patent
Andrew Ekpenyong, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of
Physics, and research students (both graduates and undergraduates)
recently filed a Provisional Patent Application with the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office titled “Methods for Simultaneous Dose
Enhancement and Counter-Metastasis in Cancer Radiation Therapy.”

Five of his research students are potential co-inventors on the patent application. The major
technical field of their filed patent application is Nano-particle Mediated Radiation Therapy. 

Salzman and Lawler Publish Essay 
Todd Salzman, PhD, professor, and Michael Lawler, PhD, professor emeritus, both in the
Department of Theology, recently published an article, “Pope Francis, Civil Unions, and Same-
Sex Marriage: Theological Reflections” in Irish Theological Quarterly.

Article in Social History of Medicine
Ogechukwu Williams, PhD, assistant professor in the Departments
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of History and Medical Humanities, published an article in the
November issue of the Social History of Medicine. In “The Politics of
Labels: Imperial Categorisations and the Marginalization of

Ethnomedicine in Nigeria during the Twentieth Century,” Williams draws from medical and
anthropological reports, colonial correspondences and other archival records to examine the
process through which traditional medicine in Nigeria was criminalized and marginalized through
labels used by British colonial officials to categorize them.

Wendling Named Executive Editor
Amy Wendling, PhD, associate dean for Humanities and Fine Arts and professor in the
Department of Philosophy, has become executive editor of the Radical Philosophy Review. She
is seeking submissions from new voices at RadicalPhilosophyReview@creighton.edu. The bi-
annual journal provides an interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed forum for original articles, discussions
and reviews of interest to those who share the view that society should be built on cooperation
rather than competition, and that social decision-making should be governed by democratic
procedures. Find submission guidelines here.

Bartz Named Chair, Medical
Microbiology and Immunology
Jason Bartz, PhD, has been appointed chair of the Department of
Medical Microbiology and Immunology, Omaha campus. Bartz has
been a Creighton faculty member since 2003 and has served as vice

chair for the department since 2010. He currently serves as associate dean for academic and
faculty affairs for the School of Medicine and is on faculty at the Prion Research Center at
Colorado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado.  

Sinclair Named School of Medicine Assistant Dean
Mary Sinclair has been appointed assistant dean for medical education for the School of
Medicine. She played a critical role in the launch of the school’s revised curriculum and will
continue leading case writing and course development. She is a doctoral candidate in
educational studies at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and will finish her degree this year. 
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A Portrait of Medical Humanities
"A Portrait of Medical Humanities: Artwork by Creighton University
Students" is on display through Jan. 31 at Hot Shops Art Center. The
exhibition is a collection of work by School of Medicine students and
College of Arts and Sciences studio art majors. Many of the works
were created in the Art of Examination class taught by assistant

professor Rachel Mindrup, BFA, MFA, for M1 and M2 medical students. The exhibit was made
possible by the Richard L. Deming, MD, Endowment in Medical Humanities.

Stessman Co-Investigator on Autism Project
Holly Stessman, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of Pharmacology and
Neuroscience, serves as co-investigator for a recent Eugene Washington PCORI Engagement
Award of $250,000. PCORI Engagement Awards support projects that encourage active
involvement of patients, caregivers, clinicians and other health care stakeholders as integral
members of patient-centered outcomes research. This award supports the development and
formation of the Midwest Patient-Centered Autism Research Consortium (MARC), which aims to
leverage existing clinical and basic science researchers, community engagement, literacy
partners and patient advocates in the Missouri/Kansas/Nebraska region.

CIPER Executive Director Named
Jenny Jessen, EdD, MSN, RN, will become the next executive
director for the Center for Interprofessional Practice, Education, and
Research (CIPER). Jessen has served as a core faculty member in
CIPER and director for assessment since 2019. She is an assistant
professor in the College of Nursing, serving previously as the

accelerated faculty chair on the Omaha campus. Her teaching background includes foundational
nursing, advanced medical surgical nursing, and senior preceptorship; she will continue half-time
teaching in the College of Nursing. She is eager to engage in the growth and development of
CIPER as interprofessional practice is needed now, more than ever, to meet the diverse needs of
health care professionals and support positive patient outcomes. 

Student Invited to National Symposium
Shreshtha Dash, PhD student in the biomedical sciences lab of Peter Steyger, PhD, has been
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invited to the National Graduate Student Symposium at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
this spring.

Law School Dean at AALS
Dean Joshua Fershée, JD, along with Dean Camille Nelson,
University of Hawaii, William S. Richardson School of Law, and Dean
Michael Schwartz, University of the Pacific, McGeorge School of Law,
facilitated the program “Maximizing Wellness for Deans, Faculty, and
Staff” at the American Association of Law Schools Annual Meeting.

Student Presents at International Symposium
Sarah Tooley, communication studies/political science double major and honors student,
presented her work based on a CURAS Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship on Jan. 5
to the 2022 International Symposium on Autoethnography and Narrative. Her project,
“Autoethnography, Collective Memory, and ‘The Oklahoma Standard,’” explores collective
memory related to, and absent narratives from, the Oklahoma City bombing (and its memorial
and museum) through interviews, ethnography and rhetorical methods. Erika Dakin Kirby, PhD,
professor of communication studies, is Tooley’s faculty mentor.

Klontz Appears on CNBC
Brad Klontz, PsyD, CFP, associate professor of practice in the Heider
College of Business, appeared on CNBC’s “Interest in You: Ready.
Set. Grow,” where he discussed four unhealthy beliefs about money
and discussed research behind these “money scripts” and what can
be done to change a person’s financial mindset. 

PT Program Addresses Growing Number of Retirees
Phoenix, one of the fastest growing cities in the U.S., is a destination for retirees who seek
refuge from colder regions of the country. Nearly 18% of Arizona’s 7.2 million population consists
of people 65 and older, and the School of Pharmacy and Health Professions at the Creighton
University Health Sciences Campus – Phoenix is launching a three-year Doctor of Physical
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Therapy Program to meet such demand.

Brock to Attend Leadership Academy
Mary Lee Brock, MEd, assistant professor, Negotiation and Conflict
Resolution program, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies,
Graduate School, has been selected as visiting faculty to offer an
intensive seminar on Effective Conflict Engagement for Education
Leaders at the Higher Ed Department Chair Academy, sponsored by

the University of Central Oklahoma. The mission of the education leadership academy is to
provide department chairs and assistant chairs, program directors and core curriculum
coordinators in-depth leadership development on topics and skills needed to lead academic
departments. 

Graduate Degrees Conferred
The Graduate School conferred 37 graduate certificates, 118 master’s degrees and 20 doctoral
degrees in December. The Graduate School and Heider College of Business honored the
graduates at a Graduate Hooding Ceremony on Dec. 9. 

Ebner Authors Teaching Simulations
Noam Ebner, LLM, professor, Negotiation and Conflict Resolution
program, Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Graduate School,
has authored eight new negotiation teaching simulations that were
published in the teachers’ manual of a widely used negotiation
textbook, Negotiation: Processes for Problem Solving (3rd ed.). 

SPAHP Faculty Receive Grants
Congratulations to School of Pharmacy and Health Professions faculty members for receiving
the following grants:

• “Can the Implementation of a Drawing Activity Promote the Retention and Translation of
Foundational Knowledge among Students in a Clinical Health Professions Program?" —
Gianluca Del Rossi, PhD, ATC, principal investigator; Al Bracciano, EdD, OTR/L, co-
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investigator; Helene Lohman, OTD, OTR/L, co-investigator
• “Assessment of Educational Intervention on Human Trafficking for Doctoral Occupational

Therapy Students” — Sarbinaz Bekmuratova, PhD, principal investigator; and Andrea
Thinnes, OTD, OTR/L, co-investigator

• “Interprofessional Practice Simulation in the Management of Older Adults Experiencing
Complex Medical and Psychiatric Comorbidities.” — Co-investigators: Sara Banzhaf,
DNP, APRN-NP, PMHNP-BC; Paul Price, PharmD, BCPP; Lindsay Iverson, DNP,
APRN-NP, ACNP-BC; Andrea Thinnes, OTD, OTR/L, FNAP; and Theresa Jizba, DNP,
AGACNP-BC, ACHPN

Research and Scholarship News
The associate vice provost for research and scholarship invites faculty to Research Speed
Collaborating. Come mingle with colleagues, in Omaha and Phoenix, about your research
interests and potential collaborations on Feb. 15 in the Harper Center ballroom from 3 to 5:30
p.m. (CST), 2 to 4:30 p.m. (MST). The event will feature tables (Zoom-ready for Phoenix
participants) with various topics areas, and it will be an open house format, so attend for as long
as you can. Drinks and appetizers will be served. More details will be shared soon.

Please be aware of the many resources available regarding research and scholarly projects,
including:

• InfoEd "Open Door" hours are available for anyone who needs assistance with the
system: Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays, 9 to 10 a.m. (CST); Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. (CST). Zoom link can be found online.

• The IRB is proud to announce the launch of “Lunch and Learn,” a weekly education series
on topics relevant to IRB review, human subjects research and research compliance.
These info sessions will take place every Friday from noon to 1:30 p.m. (CST) in person
and by Zoom. Please contact IRB@creighton.edu for more details.

• The Center for Faculty Excellence is hosting a number of events this spring, some
focused on research and scholarship. Please watch the website for upcoming events.

• The CURAS Research Fair is Jan. 31, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (CST), Skutt Student Center
ballroom.

• CURAS Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship proposals are due Feb. 15.
• Midwest Student Biomedical Research Forum is March 5, all day, at the Harper Center.
• University Research Week is April 19-20. University Research Awards and University

Research Mentor Awards will be given out at a lunch on April 20, and all events will be
held in the Harper Center.

Read faculty and staff news and submit your own items at CreightonToday.com.
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