
Feb. 28, 2022
Dear Colleagues,

I hope many of you were able to attend or view the first two of
four speakers in this year’s Presidential Lecture Series, Edwidge
Danticat and Damon Tweedy, MD. We are grateful to the
Kingfisher Institute for the Liberal Arts and Professions, the
Division of Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, and the Creighton
Intercultural Center for making this series possible.

I also want to call your attention to tomorrow night’s speaker,
Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winner Colson
Whitehead. In a livestream event, Whitehead, author of The
Underground Railroad and The Nickel Boys among other titles,
will speak Tuesday, March 1, at 7 p.m. (CST), 6 p.m. (MST).
Thanks to the A.F. Jacobson Chair in Communication, Office of
Alumni Relations and Donor Engagement, John C. Kenefick
Faculty Chair in the Humanities, Department of History, and the
National Park Service Underground Railroad Network to Freedom
for providing additional funding for this Presidential Lecture.
Please register if you have not already done so.

The final speaker in the series is Isabel Wilkerson, winner of the
Pulitzer Prize and the National Humanities Medal, on March 22.
This event is also virtual only. 

The recent notification that the Carnegie Commission on Higher
Education has raised Creighton from a Doctoral/Professional
university to a designation of Doctoral/High Research Activity
university, or R2, is wonderful news for the entire Creighton
community. Congratulations to all who work so hard to continually
elevate our University. This new classification is a true recognition
of our dedication to research and scholarship. You can read more
about the University’s new rating. 

For those of you leaving us next week for spring break – enjoy!

Sincerely,

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost
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Faculty Publish on Cross-Cultural Leadership
Surbhi Malik, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of English; Erika Dakin Kirby, PhD,
professor of Communication Studies and the A.F. Jacobson Chair in Communication; and Sarah
Walker, PhD, professor of management in the Heider College of Business and the vice president
for Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, published the chapter “Race, Whiteness, Intersectionality, and
Teaching International Leadership Research” in the Handbook of International and Cross-
Cultural Leadership Research Processes. The chapter emerged out of their presentations as
part of a Creighton workshop on “Teaching Anti-Racism in the Undergraduate Curriculum.”  

Haneman Featured in New York Times
Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, the Frank J. Kellegher Professor of Trusts
and Estates, was featured in the New York Times article, “Cremation
Borrows a Page from the Direct-to-Consumer Playbook,” providing her
expertise on the funeral business and regulations.  

Call Open for CFE Faculty Associates
Creighton benefit-eligible faculty with a passion for teaching and scholarly work are invited to
apply to the Faculty Associates Program for 2022-2024. Learn more about associate benefits,
details of the call and access the application. The deadline is March 21. Contact Mary Emmer,
faculty development specialist, with questions regarding the CFE spring programs. 

Kelly Named to Dental Ethics Chair
James Kelly, DDS, associate professor and chair of the Prosthodontics
Department, has been appointed the new chair holder of the Dr. Philip
Maschka Chair for Ethics in Dentistry. The Maschka Chair honors a
faculty member from the School of Dentistry who displays

professionalism, integrity, morality and clinical proficiency and models ethical behavior.  
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Economic Inquiry Institute Has New Name
The Institute for Economic Inquiry has been renamed the Menard Family Institute for Economic
Inquiry. The John and Fay Menard family has provided philanthropic support to expand the
institute’s programs, reach and impact. 

Williams Receives Fellowship
Ogechukwu Williams, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of
History and Medical Humanities, received the 2022 National Library of
Medicine (NLM) Michael E. DeBakey Fellowship in the History of
Medicine for research on her project, Dying to Bring Life: A Social History

of Maternal Deaths in Nigeria. The fellowship will support research at the NLM in Maryland
where Williams will explore multiple collections on maternal health interventions in Nigeria,
including the records of USAID Maternal/Neonatal Health and Nutrition Project, the Division of
Nursing Public Affairs collections, and the U.S. MotherCare projects in Nigeria, among others. 

Student Winner to Compete Regionally
The Graduate School held its annual Three Minute Thesis (3MT) competition on Feb. 17. The
winner of this year's 3MT competition was Dallys Medali, a graduate student in the Heider
College of Business Class of 2023, with the presentation "Can Age Diversity on Boards Impact
Firm Profitability?" He will represent Creighton on April 8 at the annual Midwest Association of
Graduate Schools annual meeting and regional 3MT competition.  

Delto Co-Authors Urology Article
Joan Delto, MD, assistant professor in the School of Medicine’s
Department of Urology on the Omaha campus, co-authored the article
“Perioperative Aspirin Use Is Associated with Bleeding Complications
during Robotic Partial Nephrectomy.” The article was published in the

most recent Journal of Urology, the official journal of the American Urological Association.  
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Interprofessional Education Takes Flight in Phoenix
A key difference in the Creighton health professions curriculum is the true integration with other
health professionals. For example, Health Sciences Campus – Phoenix students learn from one
another about the importance of each specialty and work together to build a strong health care
community for the future. Recently, medical students shadowed pharmacy students and faculty
to learn more about the medication process as well as how various pharmaceuticals interact.
Nursing students shadowed a clinical visit with medical students and faculty member Tina
Younger, MD, to learn more about the exam process.  

Mullins' Novel Wins First Place
Dave Mullins, MFA, associate professor in the Department of English,
has learned his novel-in-progress, The Houndsman, has won first place
for fiction in the 2022 Tucson Festival of Books Literary Awards, out of
more than 700 manuscripts. In March, Mullins will attend the festival as

an invited panelist and give a talk and a reading.  

White House Recognizes Creighton Law



On Jan. 28, the White House hosted an event to recognize law schools that have helped
address the housing and eviction crisis during the pandemic. The School of Law’s legal clinic,
pro bono program and externship program all participated in this effort.  

Wong Shares Textbook Online for Free
Tom Wong, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of Physics,
wrote an introductory quantum computing textbook called Introduction to
Classical and Quantum Computing and has offered it free to download
online. Wong says the textbook is based on an introductory quantum

computing course he teaches. 

Faculty Publish in Occupational Therapy Journal
Vanessa Jewell, PhD, OTR/L, Helene Lohman, OTD, OTR/L and Marion Russell, OTD,
OTR/L, published in a recent American Journal of Occupational Therapy. The article is entitled
“Telehealth interventions within the scope of occupational therapy practice: A systematic review.”

Creighton Partners to Form Nebraska
Legal Diversity Council
The School of Law, as well as the Nebraska State Bar Association, UNL
and 16 law firms and businesses, have partnered to form the Nebraska

Legal Diversity Council. The council will work to lessen the disparities in Nebraska to create a
more diverse and inclusive state legal community. Adjunct faculty member Shawntal Mallory,
JD, was named executive director for the organization. 

Former Bartz Students Publish High-Impact Papers
Two former students of Jason Bartz, PhD, professor and chair, Department of Medical
Microbiology and Immunology, recently published high-impact papers in short succession. Jacob
Ayers, PhD, published “Different α-synuclein prion strains cause dementia with Lewy bodies and
multiple system atrophy” in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United
States of America (PNAS). Additionally, recent graduate Sara Holec, PhD, published

https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/k90vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/k90vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/011vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/011vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/011vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/011vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/gu2vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/gu2vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/gu2vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/gu2vi1


“Consequences of variability in α-synuclein fibril structure on strain biology” in Acta
Neuropathologica in January.  

Ebner Presents Internationally
Noam Ebner, professor, Negotiation and Conflict Resolution,
Department of Interdisciplinary Studies, Graduate School, presented on
empathy and trust in online dispute resolution to the ODR Africa Network,
a group of mediators resolving disputes online throughout Africa. He also

taught a module on online negotiation and mediation in a dispute resolution training program for
lawyers hosted by the Italian National Union of Attorneys for Mediation.  

https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/wm3vi1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/khbx8e/8ns9inf/wm3vi1


Guthrie's Artwork Selected for New Exhibition 
The artwork of Tim Guthrie, MFA, professor in the Department of Computer Science, Design
and Journalism, has been selected for the 2022 New Masters Exhibition. The selections
committee chose the work for artistic merit, creativity and command of its subject. The painting,
"Diane d'Haussonville (after Ingres)" was also included in a book, “Ingres, regards croisés,”
published in Paris.  

Brown Expertise Acknowledged
Darwin Lee Brown, MPH, PA-C, assistant professor in the School of
Medicine’s physician assistant program in Omaha, published “Physician
Assistant Education Community Assumptions About an Entry-level
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Doctoral Degree,” in the Journal of Physician Assistant Education. In
addition, he served as an editor of the seminal PA textbook, Ballweg's Physician Assistant: A
Guide to Clinical Practice, 7th Edition. 

Sundberg Publishes on Dutch Natural Disasters
Adam Sundberg, PhD, associate professor in the Department of History, recently published a
monograph with Cambridge University Press. Natural Disaster at the Closing of the Dutch
Golden Age is an environmental history of natural disasters, including river and coastal flooding,
panzootic waves of cattle plague, and invasive species outbreaks. The book explores the origins
and outcomes of these disasters and their links to the perceived decline of the Dutch Republic. It
also presents lessons these 18th-century experiences offer.  

APTA Honors Jensen with Lecture
Gail Jensen, PT, PhD, FAPTA, recently presented as the Polly Cerasoli
Lecturer at the APTA (American Physical Therapy Association)
Combined Sections Meeting. Recipients of the lectureship are esteemed
educators, administrators, practitioners and mentors, as well as

articulate, sensitive and caring individuals, and the award is the highest given by the Academy of
Physical Therapy Education. Jensen's presentation, "Physical Therapy Education through the
Lens of the Master Adaptive Learner" challenged the profession to move toward competency-
based education, meet societal needs by training PTs to care for the geriatric population, and to
reimagine learning and a curriculum that includes the fundamental role of the arts and
humanities.  

Research and Scholarship News
• Thanks to all who participated in the inaugural Research and Scholarship Speed

Collaborating event as a table facilitator or attendee. The next event on campus is
University Research Week, which will be held April 19 and 20 in the Harper Center. 
Student abstracts and registration are due March 1, and can be accessed and submitted
here. 

• Five Creighton undergraduates will represent the University at the inaugural BIG EAST
Undergraduate Research Poster Symposium Competition during the men’s basketball
tournament: Lauren Barbush, biology major, “Investigating the Therapeutic Potential of
Piperlongumine Derivatives for Noise-Induced Hearing Loss,” mentor Marisa Zallocchi,
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PhD, Biomedical Sciences Department; JJ Mark, political science major, “A True Story:
The Contrasting Literary Ethics of Refugee Novels and Memoirs,” mentor Surbhi Malik,
PhD, English Department; Rhiannon McCracken, biochemistry major, “Structural and
Functional Analysis of Crassostrea gigas OAZ-PK RNA,” mentor Julie Soukup, PhD,
Chemistry and Biochemistry Department; Keely Orndorff, neuroscience major, “The
Novel Interaction between Gene Silencing Proteins: Structural Studies of PCNA and
CAF-1,” mentor Lynne Dieckman, PhD, Chemistry and Biochemistry Department; and
Elizabeth Peller, English and theatre double major, “Razor Women: A Case Study in
Using Research and Creativity to Better Understand Historical Figures,” mentor Heather
Fryer, PhD, History Department.

Read faculty and staff news and submit your own items at CreightonToday.com.
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