
March 16, 2022
Dear Colleagues,

The accolades for Creighton University keep rolling in! We have
received a silver ranking as a 2022-2023 Military Friendly School
from Military Friendly, a veteran-owned, private research
company. This ranking is a step above last year’s. We are
grateful because Creighton has a strong commitment to
military/veteran students and their families.

Congratulations are in order for our five undergraduate students
who represented Creighton well in the inaugural BIG EAST
research symposium, with two of them even bringing home first-
and third-place honors. I had the good fortune of attending the
event and was impressed by all of the student researchers
represented among the 11 universities in the BIG EAST. Our
students did an outstanding job. Please see the article in this
edition for more details.

I also want to congratulate our men’s and women’s basketball
teams for making their respective NCAA Tournaments, which are
Thursday and Friday. Creighton is one of only 24 universities to
make both the women’s and men’s tourneys. I am also grateful to
the many faculty and staff who support all of our student athletes
who balance the demands of their sport with the demands of their
classes. We have much to celebrate. Go Bluejays!

We are so grateful to two emeriti professors, Shashi Bhatia, MD,
and Subhash Bhatia, MD, who have chosen to fund an endowed
chair in psychiatry in the School of Medicine. We also welcome to
Creighton and congratulate Rajesh Tampi, MD, on being installed
as the first holder of the Bhatia Family Chair. He comes to
Creighton from the Cleveland Clinic in Ohio, where he served as
the chief of geriatric psychiatry and the chair of psychiatry at
Cleveland Clinic Akron.

A couple of upcoming events you may want to put on your
calendars include a luncheon to hear our students reflect on their
Spring Break Service and Justice Trips and the virtual Match Day
ceremonies for Creighton medical students, which take place
Friday in Phoenix and Omaha. Please register for the luncheon
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and find out how to view Match Day on the links I have included
here. 

Last, but certainly not least, don’t forget Giving Day on April 6,
which will support a number of Creighton programs. The 24-hour
online Giving Day gives you the chance to help fund programs
that are especially meaningful to you.

Enjoy the warmer temperatures and sunshine as we celebrate the
official start of spring this weekend.

Sincerely,

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Undergrads Earn BIG EAST Research Honors
Five Creighton undergraduates — Lauren Barbush (biology major), JJ Mark (political science
major), Rhiannon McCracken (biochemistry major), Keely Orndorff (neuroscience major) and
Elizabeth Peller (English and theater majors) — competed in the inaugural BIG EAST
Undergraduate Research Poster Symposium on March 12, and two earned top honors. There
were 55 entries – five from each of the 11 BIG EAST schools; Orndorff earned first place and
Barbush earned third. The symposium was proposed by Julie Strauss-Soukup, PhD, professor
of chemistry and biochemistry and associate vice provost for research and scholarship, and
Carol Fassbinder-Orth, PhD, professor of biology and director of the Center for Undergraduate
Research and Scholarship, served on the planning committee and was judging coordinator.

Kelly Discusses Ukraine-Russia Conflict
The Sen. Allen A. Sekt Endowed Chair in Law Michael Kelly, JD, LLM,
wrote an article that appeared on West Point’s Articles of War publication
regarding the Ukraine-Russia conflict. He also appeared on KMTV
discussing Offutt Air Force Base’s role in the crisis. 

CIPER Welcomes New Team Members
The Center for Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research (CIPER) welcomes Kimberly
Somers, PT, DPT, assistant professor, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, Phoenix

https://t.e2ma.net/click/0xacaf/8ns9inf/44u3n1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0xacaf/8ns9inf/44u3n1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0xacaf/8ns9inf/kxv3n1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0xacaf/8ns9inf/kxv3n1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0xacaf/8ns9inf/0pw3n1
https://t.e2ma.net/click/0xacaf/8ns9inf/0pw3n1


Campus, as director of assessment; and Wendi Carlton, MD, FAAP, assistant professor and
medical director, Physician Assistant Program – Phoenix, and IPE director, School of Medicine-
Phoenix, as a team member for faculty development. 

Rocha-Sanchez to Advise on Diversity
Sonia Rocha-Sanchez, PhD, professor and associate dean of research
in the dental school, has been appointed to the American Dental
Education Association (ADEA) Diversity and Inclusion Advisory (DIAC)
Committee, which advises the ADEA Board of Directors on diversity and

inclusion in dental education. The DIAC oversees and helps address issues that can impact
learning and the quality of patient care, including inequity in treatment and the general climate in
academic dental institutions nationwide, promotes discussions about campus-wide diversity
policies and practice, and provides an opportunity to share what works across the diversity and
inclusion spectrum. 

Creighton, Phoenix Clinic Mark One Year
The School of Medicine and the St. Vincent de Paul Virginia G. Piper Medical Clinic recently
celebrated the one-year anniversary of their partnership in Phoenix, made possible by a $10
million investment in 2021 from the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust and aimed at increasing
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access to health care for uninsured patients while offering medical students a unique clinical
experience working with underserved populations. Thanks to Piper Trust’s gift, Creighton
medical, nursing, physician assistant, pharmacy, occupational therapy and physical therapy
faculty and students work together to serve patients at the clinic. According to Tina Younger, MD,
School of Medicine clinical science director, the ratio of learner to teacher is kept to 4:1, so there
is ample time to teach history-taking, physical examination skills, and note writing as well as
enriched discussions for clinical decision making.  

Mindrup Presents at Vanderbilt
Rachel Mindrup, MFA, assistant professor of drawing and painting in the
Department of Fine and Performing Arts and the inaugural Richard L.
Deming, MD, Endowed Chair of Medical Humanities, recently presented
at Vanderbilt University Medical Center's Neurology Grand Rounds and

Challenging Cases (CME) with Paul Moots, MD, chief of the Division of Neuro-oncology and
adult co-director of the Vanderbilt Neurofibromatosis Clinic. Their presentation was titled “Seeing
Neurofibromatosis through Medicine and Art.”   

Jensen, Costanzo Conduct National Workshop
Gail Jensen, PT, PhD, FAPTA, vice provost for Learning and Assessment, dean emerita, and
professor of physical therapy; Cindy Costanzo, RN, PhD, senior associate dean for the
Graduate School; and colleagues from University of Nebraska Medical Center conducted a
workshop at the National Academies of Practice in San Diego on March 4 on “Engaging the
Academies as a Moral Community: Exploring Moral Injury to Enhance Provider Well-Being
Across Our Professions.” The National Academies of Practice (NAP) represents 14 health
professions and is well positioned to facilitate reflective dialogue about moral injury, its effect on
the health care workforce and on the people who receive care. The session served as a catalyst
for collective engagement in identifying strategies to advance a culture of moral courage and
resilience for health providers.  

Nguyen Publishes in Chicago Studies
The Rev. Peter Nguyen, SJ, PhD, STD, associate professor in the
Department of Theology, has published “Renewing the Social Dimension
of the Sacred Heart” in Chicago Studies Vol. 60, issue 1. Chicago
Studies is an academic journal dedicated to those serving in parish

ministry. In the article, Nguyen retrieves and ascertains the theological, spiritual and social
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dimensions of the Sacred Heart devotion, drawing on the writings of Hans Urs von Balthasar,
Henri Ramière, SJ, and Pope Francis. 

Kalkowski Featured in Aging Publication
Julie Kalkowski, executive director of the Financial Hope Collaborative, is highlighted in the
March edition of the New Horizons newspaper of the Eastern Nebraska Office on Aging. The
article focuses on her life of service and as an advocate and educator for the most vulnerable
populations.  

McBride Recognized for Article
Chad McBride, PhD, professor and chair of the Department of
Communication Studies, co-authored an article, “Understanding the
African-American student experience in higher education through a
relational dialectics perspective,” that was recognized by the Instructional

Development Division of the National Communication Association with the Distinguished Article
Award.  

Podcast Features Dean Fershée
Law Dean Joshua Fershée, JD, was a guest on the podcast EdUp Legal, discussing recent law
school initiatives and activities, as well as the new Nebraska Legal Diversity Council (NLDC).  

Kracher Honored with Award
Robert B. Daugherty Chair and Professor in Business, Ethics and Society
Beverly Kracher, PhD, was named one of this year’s winners of the
WCA’s Women of Distinction Award. The award spotlights women whose
work, dedication and commitment have impacted women and girls in

Omaha.  
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Psychology Students Receive Awards
Sofia Deatherage and Shrestha Ray received the Best Student Poster Award at the recent 50th
annual Society for Cross Cultural Research Meeting in San Diego. Ray also received the Travel
Award. The students work with Jill Brown, PhD, in her Cultural and Psychology Lab in the
Department of Psychological Sciences.  

Dineen on Good-Faith Argument
Kelly Dineen, RN, JD, PhD, director of the Health Law Program and
associate professor of law, was cited in The New York Times article,
“Were These Doctors Treating Pain or Dealing Drugs?” where she
discussed the good-faith argument convicted doctors are using. 

Feezell Publishes Memoir and Novel
Randy Feezell, PhD, professor emeritus in the Department of Philosophy, has two books being
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published soon: Late Life: An Oklahoma Story (a novel about baseball, religion and loss) and
Beyond the Fields: A Cherokee Strip Farm, a Baseball Life, and the Love of Wisdom, a memoir.
Late Life: An Oklahoma Story is available for preorder at Barnes & Noble and other bookstores.  

Freeman Presents at SXSW EDU
Heider College of Business professor Tom Freeman, JD, MBA,
presented on “Algorithmic Bias” at the SXSW EDU event March 7-10 in
Austin, Texas. He presented with the Institute for Digital Humanity
(IDH).  

Read faculty and staff news and submit your own items at CreightonToday.com.

Visit Creighton Today

View this email online.

2500 California Plaza
Omaha, NE | 68178 US

This email was sent to bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu.
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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