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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD 
President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate, 

Congratulations on reaching this remarkable milestone. It is the 
culmination of a journey marked by hard work, embracing meaningful 
experiences, and the forming of skills and relationships that will guide 
you into the next chapter in your personal and professional life. 

Commencement is an incredibly special time, and it is yours  
to cherish in the company of your family, friends, and supporters.  
As a Creighton graduate, you carry the hopes and dreams of those  
who have supported you as well as the legacy of others who have  
come before you. I am proud to count myself among the many individuals 
who have watched you embrace the challenges of higher education 
and become all the stronger and more compassionate because of it. 

There is much to look forward to, but for today I encourage you to 
reflect on all that has brought you to this moment. Your academic 
rigor, service to the community, and commitment to a better 
world place you among the select few who have dared to pursue 
academic and professional excellence with courage and heart. 

During your time at Creighton, you embraced the unknown and 
stepped out of your comfort zone. You forged new connections, 
explored unfamiliar places, and, most importantly, pursued truth 
in all its forms. I challenge you to carry forward that spirit of 
exploration and hold with you the lessons of your Jesuit, Catholic 
education as you mature into the leaders the world needs. 

As you join the Creighton alumni family of more than 80,000, remember  
that the change you want to see in the world will not simply appear.  
It is your responsibility to seek it out with clarity of purpose and fullness 
of soul. Keep pursuing truth, embracing discomfort, and creating 
change, not just as a graduate, but as a Creighton graduate.  

May God bless you and your family as you celebrate today. You have 
earned this moment, now it is time to continue your journey with 
courage and conviction, knowing you will be a Bluejay, always.

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
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School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions
Order of Exercises

PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER
Paul L. Price, PharmD, BCPP
Senior Associate Dean

PROVOST’S WELCOME 
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Claire McConville, BS’20 
OTD Candidate 

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Associate Professor  
Heider College of Business

PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

DEANʼS MESSAGE
Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD
Dean

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES 

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD

Names read by
Katherine Wadas-Thalken, EdD
Assistant Dean for Academic and Student Affairs

Hooding of OTD candidates by
Ashley Fecht, OTD, OTR/L, BCP, Assistant Professor
Amanda Caldwell Wise, OTD, OTR/L, BCPR, NBC-HWS, 
CPAM Assistant Professor

Hooding of PharmD candidates by 
Jessica Cumber, PharmD, BCPS, Assistant Professor
Jeffrey North, PhD, Professor

Hooding of DPT candidates by 
Terry Grindstaff, PhD, PT, ATC, SCS, CSCS, Professor
Kate Kugler, PT, DPT, ABPTS, Assistant Professor  

RECITATION OF OATHS
Oath of an Occupational Therapist presented by

Lou Jensen, OTD, OTR/L  
Associate Professor, Associate Vice Provost

Oath of a Pharmacist presented by 
Jenny Tilleman, PharmD 
Associate Professor

Oath of a Physical Therapist presented by
Gail Jensen, PT, PhD, FAPTA 
Professor, Vice Provost for Learning and Assessment

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL
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CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Dean: Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD

* Graduating with honors

DOCTOR OF  
OCCUPATIONAL  
THERAPY

Jennifer Alford
Arvada, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy 

Gabrielle Hess Allmendinger *
Anchorage, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Katherine Mackenzie Bandel
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Lauren Elizabeth Banks *
San Diego, California

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Mary Grace Barr
Chicago, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Phelan Noel Birchmier
Maxwell, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Mary Frances Anne Blatter *
Littleton, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Evan Christian Bo
Gilbert, Arizona

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Morgan Ann Brichacek
Lincoln, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Kaelyn Ann Buller
Henderson, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Madelyn Mae Burt
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Grace Ann Calteux
Anchorage, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Samuel Jameson Coy
Lincoln, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Samantha N. Damare’
Leland, North Carolina

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Jenna Ann Drake
Blue Springs, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Laura Kathryn Faulkner
Hernando, Mississippi

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Brandon James Finn-Jackson
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Amanda S. Flores
Honolulu, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Havanah M. Frampton
Boulder Creek, California

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Natalie Franco
Eagle Pass, Texas

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Hannah Marie Fryfogle
Anchorage, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Emma Marie Gaenzle
Rochester, New York

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Lanie Olivia Garrett
Clarinda, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Leah Suzanne Goroski
Golden, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Anna Marie Griffin *
LeClaire, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Cheryl Lynn Harris
Grand Blanc, Michigan

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Carlie Nicole Heaton
Chatham, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Ashley Marie Herbert
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Brittany Danielle Hernandez
Dallas, Texas

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Katherine Blair Hernandez
Barrington, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Joseph Travis Houston
Carencro, Louisiana

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Annette Marie Hudson
Loveland, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Holly Colleen Hussey
Peoria, Arizona

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Julianna Leilane Iniguez Munoz
Leeʼs Summit, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Megan Hannah Jacobsen *
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Grace Carolyn Jerabek
St. Paul, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Melissa Cherry Jiang
St. Joseph, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Catheryn Hailey Keith
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Marian Jael Kinsel
Naschitti, New Mexico

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Margaret Anne Kitzman
Barrington, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Logan Macey Kuskie
Longmont, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Alyssa Ann Last *
Des Moines, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Alissa Joy Laurienzo *
Prior Lake, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Olivia Kathleen Leinart 
Bettendorf, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Grace Elizabeth Liberati *
Parker, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Kelsey Ann Lynch
Overland Park, Kansas

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Andrew Clark Lyons
Dwight, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Olivia Catherine Maassen *
Neola, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Anna Grace Mahoney
Greenwood Village, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Katherine P. Marcoux
Littleton, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Annika Rose Martell
Parker, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Jena Ji Martin
Smithville, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Lauren Ruby Master *
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Claire Siobhan McConville
Louisville, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Chloe Astrid Langton McVay
Anchorage, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Patrick Leon Medlock, Jr.
Groveton, Texas

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Elise Brigitte Miles
Boulder, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Sarah Renee Miller *
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Jada Yoshiko Mishima
Pearl City, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy
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DOCTOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CONTINUED

Erin N. Nahas
Castaic, California

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

B Dau Nan
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Margaret Tully O’Hagan
Denver, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Abigail Ann Orndorff
Bunker Hill, West Virginia

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Madison Marie Osiecki
Wooster, Ohio

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Clare Elizabeth Pelzel
Pewaukee, Wisconsin

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Alexis Player
Palmer, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Rhiana May Pochman
Grantsburg, Wisconsin

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Lauren Popp
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Grace Valentina Prenni
Fort Collins, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Demi E. Raines-Bennett
Thornton, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Sabra Nicole Renner
Windsor, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Mackenzie Carroll Reyes
Wasilla, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Amy Rosello
Salt Lake City, Utah

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Juan Ignacio Salinas Cobian
Le Mars, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Sidney Jensen Schreiner
Kimball, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Emil Simon Sherer
Denver, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Bethany Jeanne Siedenburg
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Lilian Florence Smalley *
Chaska, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Christopher Harris Spillane
Barrington, New Jersey

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Nicholas Arend Spykstra
Parker, Colorado

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Halle Marie Stephenson *
Yankton, South Dakota

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Charlie Elizabeth Strear
Portland, Oregon

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Annemarie Thérèse Super *
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Matthew D. Taylor
Overland Park, Kansas

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Emily Rose Thompson *
Forest Lake, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Kennedy Madison Tinsley
Overland Park, Kansas

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Clara Ann Underwood
Paris, Texas

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Kynsie Marine Valdez
Casper, Wyoming

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Allison Lee Winter
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Danielle Rebekah Winter
Palmer, Alaska

Entry-Level Distance  
Occupational Therapy

Roma Lee Topacio Ybera
Union City, California

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

Jordyn Alyssa Zahner
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Occupational Therapy

DOCTOR OF  
PHARMACY

Brandon David Banker
Antioch, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Jennifer LeeAnn Bloxham
Tucson, Arizona

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Bridget Brandt
Neenah, Wisconsin

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Grace Lynn Bruckner
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Kelly Brooke Cambridge
Wallops Island, Florida

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Lucy Catalina Carter
Tucson, Arizona

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Patricia Cuaraque
Ulysses, Kansas

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Ashley Dang
Los Gatos, California

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Feliza Thao Dao
San Jose, California

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Bailey Marie Davis
Estherville, Iowa

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Lucy Olivia Dawkins
Lincolnton, Georgia

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Erin Jade Cabanting Devera
Waipahu, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Molly Kay Dockter *
Minot, North Dakota

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jolie Ufuoma Efezokhae
Lynn, Massachusetts

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Suluama Michaela Fa’ai’uaso
Fagatogo, American Samoa

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Sana Hamza Faisal
Maple Grove, Minnesota

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jan Girlie Mae P. Fernandez
Waipahu, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Crystal Renee Flinchum
Aberdeen, North Carolina

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jessica Woodward Frantz *
Richmond, Virginia

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Regan Elizabeth Frette
Oak Harbor, Washington

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Mercede Marie Furr
Rogers, Arkansas

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Priscilla Gardner-Walker
Columbus, Georgia

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Danielle Glarson
Palo Cedro, California

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Nahria Alexandra 
González Benítez

San Juan, Puerto Rico
Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Brandon Nicholas Hamilton
Champaign, Illinois

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jessica Renee Hammel
De Soto, Iowa

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Michelle Ruth Hanson
Gilbert, Arizona

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Joshua Logan Hart
Kearney, Nebraska

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jaser Jalghoum
Tampa, Florida

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Chaza Khatib
Stratford, Connecticut

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Raven Shigeko Kiyota-Au
Mililani, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Brittney Morgan Kress
Chesterton, Indiana

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jenna Marie Kristan *
Pueblo, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Alison Ann Laubenthal
Emmetsburg, Iowa

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Joy Mei Hwa Liu
Honolulu, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Aleena Marie Lukenbill
Columbia Falls, Montana

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

6 6



* Graduating with honors

Grace Elizabeth Majeres ♦ *
Orland Park, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Master of Science,  
Pharmaceutical Sciences

Gracie Jean Mallak
Winsted, Minnesota

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Megan Layne Ito Manibusan
Saipan, Northern 
Mariana Islands
Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Emily Marie Mason *
Naperville, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Dianna Ann McCarver
Riverside, California

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Linoshka Mary Mercado López
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Jason Miller-Goodman
Cibolo, Texas

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Anh Thi Hong Nguyen
Garden Grove, California

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Danton Chase Juen Ming Nitta
Honolulu, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Heather Sue OʼBrien
Bay City, Michigan

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Celina Carrisa Ortega-Gonzalez *
Reedley, California

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Kendall Anne Purcell
Cottage Grove, Wisconsin

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Terry Lynn Robinson
Amarillo, Texas

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Danielle Elizabeth Roepke *
Kansas City, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Erwin Yamil Ruiz Morales
Cabo Rojo, Puerto Rico

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Justine Jean Runkel
Great Falls, Montana

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Selma Mia Sanchez *
Hillsboro, Oregon

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Sydney Jean Schuler
Galena, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Demetria A. Shine
Key West, Florida

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Joanne Stephens
Hoover, Alabama

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Brin Josephine Swanson
Lincoln, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Morgan Elizabeth Tobias
Waterford Township, Michigan

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

Amir Saman Tolebeyan
St. Louis, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy

Brittany Lee Wilson
Chicago, Illinois

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy

DOCTOR OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY

Jessica Elizabeth Bartlett
Cozad, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Patricia Colleen Biegert
Owatonna, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Ashley Ann Bohannon
Humphrey, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Jessica Sage Boldenow
Norman, Oklahoma

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Erin Ann Brewer
Falls City, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Kip Thomas Callahan
San Antonio, Texas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Elise Choquette
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Morgan Croyle
Adrian, Pennsylvania

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Adriana De Santiago
Chicago, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Leo Donavan DeLaPaz
Davenport, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Taryn Janae Dimmitt
Grand Island, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Whitney Mae Dockweiler
Bellevue, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Riley Rose Donahoe
Bellevue, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Breeana Loree Ecks *
Westminster, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Alejandra Espinosa Lara
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Ryleigh Evorie Frankum
Agency, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Ashley Frees
Tiffin, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Sydnie Ann Freese
Kansas City, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Elizabeth Kaitlyn-Rose Gierke
Waverly, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Jacob Jerome Gillen
Elkhorn, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Neekal Sharan Goetzfridt
Mangilao, Guam

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Savannah Paige Gonzalez
Plainfield, Illinois

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Jaycee Kaye Grimm
Wellington, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Hali Marie Hansen
Council Bluffs, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Kaleb Joseph Harrison
Neola, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Abbie Elizabeth Hatlestad
Hutchinson, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Kailee Ann Hauge *
Graettinger, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Anika Joyce Herwig
Howards Grove, Wisconsin

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Terrell Gregory Horton
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Landon William Howard
Ames, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Emily Shay Jacobs
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Adrianna Rose Johnson *
Pipestone, Minnesota

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Gregory Allen Michael Johnson
West Point, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Hailey Elizabeth Johnson
Kennesaw, Georgia

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Maria Nguyen Kalb
Bismarck, North Dakota

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Cameron J. Kienholz
Emporia, Kansas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Danielle Renee Klenke
Seward, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Shaylen R. Knapp
Algona, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Maeve Therese Lee
Phoenix, Arizona

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Andres Santiago Lella Morcos
Cochabamba, Bolivia

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Jiaqi Liang
Guangzhou, China

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Mikayla Lynn Long
Nevada, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Macey Kay MacKenzie
Lincoln, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

  Dual degree 
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DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY CONTINUED

* Graduating with honors

Genoa Marleena Martin
Elkader, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Isabella Grace Martinez
Chandler, Arizona

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Kalina Kirilova Mavrov
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Nate Darwis McCarty
Kirkland, Washington

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Lauren Elizabeth McCullough *
Papillion, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Eric Robert Melrose
Omaha, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Abigail Marie Meyer
La Vista, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Benjamin Eldrick Nannen
Syracuse, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Kennedy Shae Newton
Peosta, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Emily Elizabeth Olson
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Samantha Ai Ono *
Honolulu, Hawaii

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Gabriel Adam Pieschl
Marysville, Kansas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Anna Marie Pineda *
The Woodlands, Texas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Marci Jonelle Quill
Bellevue, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Victoria Beatrix Rands
Westwood, Massachusetts

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Emily Nicole Reed *
Flower Mound, Texas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Emily Marie Reitz *
Longmont, Colorado

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Grace Olivia Salmen *
Jackson, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Blake Andrew Sitterly 
Houston, Texas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Kennedy Linnea Sorenson
Carlisle, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Tanner Nathan Stohl *
Idaho Falls, Idaho

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Gretchen Emily Strobbe
Bettendorf, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Ashley Marie Sundstrom
Cedar Rapids, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Noah William Joseph Urwiler
Lincoln, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Quinten Joseph Vasa *
Nebraska City, Nebraska

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Madelyn Rose Vonderfecht
Lathrop, Missouri

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Devin James William Walker
Ulysses, Kansas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Brendan M. Walsh
Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Nicholas Scott Walter
Oskaloosa, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Madison Marie Wassink
Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy

Hunter William Wray
Glenwood, Iowa

Entry-Level Campus  
Physical Therapy
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GRADUATION HONORS

School of Pharmacy and Health Professions

Graduation honors are awarded to the top 15% of the students in each graduating class who have at least a 3.65 grade-point average (GPA). 
Graduation honors are based on a studentʼs work while enrolled in a professional program in the School of Pharmacy and Health Professions  
at Creighton University. To be eligible for graduation honors, a student must have completed at least half of the prescribed semester hours  
for the degree in the School while enrolled at Creighton University. The diploma of a student who qualifies for graduation honors is inscribed  
“with Honors.”  

The School of Pharmacy and Health Professions chapters of academic and leadership honor societies provide their members with special 
cords to wear over their academic regalia signifying their membership. Alpha Sigma Nu is unique among honor societies in that it seeks  
to identify the most promising students in Jesuit colleges and universities who demonstrate a commitment to the ideals of Jesuit higher 
education: scholarship, loyalty, and service. Invitation to ΑΣΝ is one of the highest honors bestowed at these institutions. Todayʼs graduating 
students who have been so honored wear a gold medallion with a maroon ribbon. 

American Council of Academic Physical Therapy Honor Society: 
Teal and Gold Cords 

American Pharmacists Association -  
Academy of Student Pharmacists:  
Purple and Blue Cords 

Christian Pharmacists Fellowship International:  
White, Gold and Navy Cords 

Coalition of Occupational Therapy  
Advocates for Diversity Chapter:  
Black and Light Blue Cords 

Creative Occupations:  
Multicolored LEGO Pins 

Creighton Ability Network:  
Light Blue and Navy Cords 

Creighton University Student Occupational Therapy Association: 
Navy Blue Cords 

Creighton University Student Physical Therapy Association:  
Light Blue and White Cords 

Industry Pharmacists Organization (Executives):  
Maroon and Gold Cords 

Interprofessional Geriatric Organization:  
Gold and Pink Cords 

Interprofessional Mental Health Organization:  
Green and White Cords 

Jays 4 Pediatrics:  
Silver and Light Blue Cords 

Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity:  
Red, White and Silver Cords 

Nebraska Area Health Education Center Scholars Program:  
Blue, Green and White Cords 

Neurological Rehabilitation Organization:  
Baby Blue and Navy Cords 

Pharmacy and Health Professions Student Government  
Executive Officers:  
Purple and Gold Cords

Phi Lambda Sigma: 
Green and Gold Cords 

Physical Therapy Leadership Guild:  
Gold Cords 

Pi Theta Epsilon Occupational Therapy Honor Society:  
Gold and Navy Cord 

Regis Occupational Therapy Graduate Council Representative:  
Royal Blue and Gold Cords 

Rho Chi Pharmacy Honor Society  
(Rho Chi Alpha Alpha Chapter):  
Purple and White Cords 

Student Society of Health Systems Pharmacists: 
Orange and Blue Cord 
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Oath of an Occupational Therapist
From the privilege and rights this degree brings, I hereby pledge to hold my  
knowledge in trust for the good of those people whom I serve. Therefore, I will: 

Endeavor to keep both the profession and the occupational needs  
of the clients and communities I serve foremost in my thoughts and actions; 

Deliver occupational therapy services that demonstrate excellence at all levels  
of care while valuing and honoring diversity and respecting others as equals; 

Advocate for needed services and the rights of clients regardless of the constraints I may face; 

Strive to always act in a manner that is consistent with the philosophical base and values of the 
profession by upholding the occupational therapy code of ethics, abiding with those in need of  
care even in the face of personal risk, and upholding the dignity of all human beings regardless  
of their condition; and 

Model and foster leadership, and facilitate spiritual, personal, and professional growth  
for myself, my profession and in others.

In keeping with the high ethical and moral standards of Creighton University, I will seek  
to be receptive to what those around me have to teach me, be committed to scholarship  
and the lifelong pursuit of truth, and be dedicated to building a human community of justice,  
respect, and mutual concern.

Oath of a Pharmacist
I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others through the profession of pharmacy.  
In fulfilling this vow:

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering my primary concerns.

I will treat all patients with dignity and respect and will not discriminate against any patient.

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best of my ability to assure  
optimal outcomes for all patients.

I will respect and protect all personal and health information entrusted to me.

I will accept the responsibility to improve my professional knowledge, expertise, and self-awareness.

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles of our profession’s moral,  
ethical and legal conduct.

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care.

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values to prepare  
the next generation of pharmacists.

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of the responsibility  
with which I am entrusted by the public.
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Oath of a Physical Therapist

In the presence of my colleagues, friends, families and teachers,  
and in view of the honored profession I am entering into,  
I solemnly and willingly state that I dedicate myself to the following:

I will practice physical therapy with compassion for the vulnerabilities in each 
of my patients and will work to preserve their dignity and promote their health 
and welfare.

I will value the lives of my patients as I value my own life, through my concern 
for their significance and with respect for them and the confidential nature  
of our relationship. 

I will be humble. 

I recognize my limitations and will continue to consult with my colleagues  
and co-workers for knowledge with which I can better treat my patients  
and for the inspiration to expand and augment my education. 

I will share my knowledge with my colleagues and patients freely,  
with compassion and patience. 

I will work toward the improvement of the quality of life  
for all of my patients. 

I will honor the choices that my patients make with respect  
to their wishes and needs. 

I will do no harm to another human. 

I will work to improve the practice of physical therapy so that all  
who seek it will receive treatment which is proper, ethical and just. 

I will not allow my judgment regarding the practice of my profession  
to be influenced by race, creed, religion, greed or unethical behavior. 

I will expect the same behavior from my colleagues and co-workers.

Thus, with this oath, I freely accept the obligations and rewards which  
will accompany my practice of physical therapy. 
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  Creighton University School of Medicine

School of Medicine
Order of Exercises

PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER
Jason C. Bartz, PhD

Associate Dean, Academic and Faculty Affairs

BANNER CARRIER
PaulaJo Malin, MD

Associate Professor, Psychiatry

PROVOST’S WELCOME
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN

Provost

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Mason Keffalos
Class of 2026

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

Associate Professor, Heider College of Business

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES

Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

Names read by
Michael G. Kavan, PhD 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs

Hooding of candidates by
Terence L. Zach, MD

Professor and Chair, Department of Pediatrics

Jodanne W. Hedrick, DO

Assistant Professor,  
Department of Obstetrics & Gynecology

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AWARDS
Michael G. Kavan, PhD 

CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES
Robert W. Dunlay, MD

PHYSICIAN’S OATH
Robert W. Dunlay, MD

SENIOR CLASS SPEAKER
Caroline Doyle
Class of 2026 President

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY 
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL
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CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Dean: Robert W. Dunlay, MD

  Dual degree 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Ji Hye Bahn
San Diego, California

University of Cincinnati,
Cinncinati, OH
Ophthalmology

Meghna Basavaraju
Naperville, Illinois

University of Central Florida/ 
HCA Healthcare GME,  
Kissimmee, FL
Neurology

Julie Margaret Baverman
Cincinnati, Ohio

Cincinnati Children’s  
Hospital Medical Center, 
Cincinnati, OH
Pediatrics

Luke Aaron Baxter
Columbia, Missouri

University Hospitals,  
Columbia, OH
Prelim Surgery
University Hospitals,  
Columbia, OH
Diagnostic Radiology

Mustafa Bassem Beidas
Alexandria, Virginia

Ohio State University  
Medical Center,  
Columbus, OH
Psychiatry

Joseph Michael Bettag
Sheboygan, Wisconsin

Barnes-Jewish Hospitals,  
St. Louis, MO
Internal Medicine

Eli S. Blaney
Dixon, Illinois

Ohio State University  
Medical Center,  
Columbus, OH
Neurology

Shannon Marie Blee
Ellicott City, Maryland

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Traeson Michael Brandenburg
Everett, Washington

University of Missouri-Columbia, 
Columbia, MO
Ophthalmology

Corinna Tien Brown Ton
Minneapolis, Minnesota

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Pediatrics

Alyssa Katherin Burd
Omaha, Nebraska

Nationwide Children’s Hospital, 
Columbus, OH
Pediatrics

John William Butchko
Santa Monica, California

Central Iowa Health System,  
Des Moines, IA
Emergency Medicine

Charles Howard Button
Portland, Oregon

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT
Pediatrics

Emily M. Callahan
Northbrook, Illinois

Eduardo A. Canto
Guaynabo, Puerto Rico

Brown University/ 
Rhode Island Hospital,  
Providence, RI
Internal Medicine

Brendan Thomas Carmody
Captain, U.S. Air Force
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

David Grant USAF  
Medical Center, Fairfield, CA
Prelim Surgery

Jasleen Kaur Chaddha
Cary, North Carolina

Johns Hopkins Hospital,  
Baltimore, MD
Pediatrics-Anesthesiology

Richard Avery Cheung
Oak Park, Michigan

Zucker School of Medicine-Northwell 
Vassar Brothers Medical Center, 
Poughkeepsie, NY
Neurology

Tiffany S. Chu
Danville, California

University of Wisconsin Hospitals  
and Clinics, Madison, WI
Neurological Surgery

Alec Michael Czaplicki
Brookfield, Wisconsin

University of Chicago Medicine, 
Chicago, IL
Medicine-Pediatrics

Clare Marie Day
Bloomington, Illinois

University of Chicago Medicine, 
Chicago, IL
Urology

Tabitha Breanne Diehl
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Baylor University Medical Center,  
Dallas, TX
General Surgery

Elizabeth Julia Dort
Park Ridge, Illinois

Vanderbilt University  
Medical Center,  
Nashville, TN
Pediatrics

Caroline Kane Doyle
Corvallis, Oregon

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Medicine-Pediatrics

Samantha Brittany Draves
Homer, Alaska

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Emergency Medicine

Kordelia Inez Eisenreich
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Medical College  
Wisconsin Affiliate Hospitals,  
Milwaukee, WI
Psychiatry

Nathaniel T. Evans
Omaha, Nebraska

University of Texas at  
Austin Dell Medical School,  
Austin, TX
Prelim Surgery
University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Anesthesiology

Taylor Lynn Evans
Olathe, Kansas

Children’s Mercy Hospital,  
Kansas City, MO
Pediatrics

Jonathan Paul Fleegel ♦ 
St. Cloud, Minnesota

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Otolaryngology

Doctor of Philosophy,  
Biomedical Sciences

Mariah Brie Fleischman
Overland Park, Kansas

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Prelim Medicine
University Hospitals,  
Columbia, MO
Dermatology

Nikhil Alexis Furtado
San Ramon, California

MGB-Massachusetts  
General Hospital, Boston, MA
Internal Medicine

Aidan Peter Gaertner
North Oaks, Minnesota

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Orthopaedic Surgery

Sai Geetika Naidu Guturu
Aldie, Virginia

Virginia Commonwealth  
University Health System,  
Richmond, VA
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Peter Owen Halloran
River Forest, Illinois

Indiana University  
School of Medicine,  
Indianapolis, IN
Pathology

Rebecca Lynn Hammond
Elmhurst, Illinois

SSM Health/St. Louis University 
School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Brenna Joy Hartman
Byron, Minnesota

Mayo Clinic School of  
Graduate Medical Education,  
Rochester, MN
Anesthesiology

Lauren Sachie Hayashi
Aiea, Hawaii

Cedars-Sinai Medical Center,  
Los Angeles, CA
Prelim Medicine
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center,  
Los Angeles, CA
Neurology

Trevor Thomas Hu
Scituate, Massachusetts

Central Iowa Health System,  
Des Moines, IA
Transitional Year
Mount Auburn Hospital,  
Cambridge, MA
Diagnostic Radiology

Claire Elizabeth Huber
Lewiston, Michigan

MultiCare Health System,  
Tacoma, WA
Family Medicine

Lauren Cathrina Jenson
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Nansea Meilin Ji
Lakeville, Minnesota

University of Connecticut School  
of Medicine, Farmington, CT
Psychiatry

Anjali Joseph
Fremont, California

Kaiser Permanente,  
Oakland, CA
Internal Medicine

Amanda Claire Karl
Issaquah, Washington

University of Washington  
Affiliate Hospitals, Seattle, WA
Pediatrics
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  CONTINUED

Benjamin Joseph Kash
Naperville, Illinois

University of Iowa  
Health Care Medical Center,  
Iowa City, IA
Internal Medicine

Ryan Thomas Kauper
Sutton, Massachusetts

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Anesthesiology

Mason Altman Keffalos
Anchorage, Alaska

West Virginia University  
School of Medicine,  
Morgantown, WV
Orthopaedic Surgery

Anna Christine Keller
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Medical College  
Wisconsin Affiliate Hospitals,  
Milwaukee, WI
Pediatrics

Monty Singh Khela
Bakersfield, California

UPMC Hamot Medical Center,  
Erie, PA
Orthopaedic Surgery

Jasmeet Singh Khera
Kent, Washington

Harlem Hospital Center,  
New York, NY
Prelim Surgery
Virginia Mason Franciscan Health,  
Seattle, WA
Diagnostic Radiology

Simur Singh Khurana
Minnetonka, Minnesota

Advocate Health Care,  
Park Ridge, IL
Prelim Medicine
Marianjoy Rehabilitation Hospital,  
Wheaton, IL
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Ryan Patrick Kimball
Helena, Montana

University of Alabama Hospital, 
Birmingham, AL
Pediatrics

Elise Marie Kiszla
Hopkinton, Massachusetts

Brown University/Rhode Island  
Hospital, Providence, RI
Internal Medicine

Claire Jeannine Knowlan
Stillwater, Minnesota

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, Minneapolis, MN
Orthopaedic Surgery

Keegan Matthew Koeneman
Hugo, Minnesota

Idaho State University,  
Pocatello, ID
Family Medicine

Max Josef Koss
La Crosse, Wisconsin

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS
General Surgery

Joseph Allan Largen
Omaha, Nebraska

Abrazo Health Network,  
Goodyear, AZ
Transitional Year

Matthew Parlyn Lawler IV
Des Moines, Iowa

University of Iowa Health Care  
Medical Center, Iowa City, IA
Psychiatry

Eileen Mary Leach
Groton, Massachusetts

University of Wisconsin  
Hospitals and Clinics,  
Madison, WI
Internal Medicine

Charles J. Leary
Farmington, Connecticut

Central Iowa Health System,  
Des Moines, IA
Transitional Year
University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Diagnostic Radiology

Aron Lee
Los Angeles, California

University of Missouri-Columbia, 
Columbia, MO
Ophthalmology

Joseph Sunwoo Lee
River Vale, New Jersey

Inova Fairfax Hospital,  
Falls Church, VA
Pediatrics

Jenna Nicole Lehn
Anaheim Hills, California

KPC Health Hemet  
Valley Medical Center,  
Hemet, CA
Transitional Year
University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ
Diagnostic Radiology

Caroline Joan Lewis
Mclean, Virginia

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Internal Medicine/Geriatrics

Ashley L. Liefer-Tennant
Walton, Kansas

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Prelim Surgery
Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Diagnostic Radiology

Christina Chwa Lim
San Francisco, California

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ
Anesthesiology

Jacob Qingyuan Lin
Palo Alto, California

Medical College  
Wisconsin Affiliate Hospitals,  
Milwaukee, WI
Orthopaedic Surgery

Eric Christopher Lis
Chicago, Illinois

University of Chicago Medicine, 
Chicago, IL
Pediatrics

Denis Liu
Yorktown, Virginia

CMSRU/Cooper University  
Hospital, Camden, NJ
Anesthesiology

John Lin Liu
Menomonie, Wisconsin

Bassett Medical Center,  
Cooperstown, NY
Transitional Year
Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Diagnostic Radiology

Claire Sim Malhotra
Arcadia, California

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Makenzie Leslie Maroney
Parker, Colorado

Brown University/Butler Hospital, 
Providence, RI
Psychiatry

Rachel Marie Mason
Fort Collins, Colorado

Medical College  
Wisconsin Affiliate Hospitals,  
Milwaukee, WI
Internal Medicine

John Thomas McCarthy IV
Spokane, Washington

Memorial Hospital, South Bend, IN
Family Medicine

Hannah Jane McIntosh
Lakewood, California

Loma Linda University,  
Loma Linda, CA
Internal Medicine

Joel Robert Meyers
Parker, Colorado

Summa Health/NEOMED,  
Akron, OH
Internal Medicine

Odelia Haejee Moon
Honolulu, Hawaii

Riverside University Health System,  
Moreno Valley, CA
Internal Medicine

Nicholas Wingate Morgenstern
Norton Shores, Michigan

University of Michigan Hospitals,  
Ann Arbor, MI
Pediatrics

Reid Garett Morrissey
Lee’s Summit, Missouri

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS
Neurology

Tej Deepak Murthy
Omaha, Nebraska

University of Iowa  
Health Care Medical Center,  
Iowa City, IA
Psychiatry

Eric Gregory Nielsen
Lake Orion, Michigan

Corewell Health, Dearborn, MI
Diagnostic Radiology

Theodore Paul Niemann
Captain, U.S. Air Force
Windsor, Colorado

Wright Patterson Medical Center, 
Wright Patterson AFB, Dayton, OH
General Surgery

Grace Eunhea Oh
Dallas, Texas

University of Texas  
Southwestern Medical Center,  
Dallas, TX
Pediatrics

Tamara Le Olson
Mesa, Arizona

HCA Healthcare, Kansas City, KS
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Jose Angel Ortega Rodas
Omaha, Nebraska

University of Texas  
Southwestern Medical Center,  
Dallas, TX
Orthopaedic Surgery

Ashley E. Pak
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

University Hospitals,  
Columbia, MO
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Peter Soo Palencia
Fullerton, California

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Prelim Urology

Timothy Soon-Bae Park
Honolulu, Hawaii

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Family Medicine

Kurt Douglas Parker
Valier, Montana

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ
Psychiatry

Natalie Rose Perme
Cincinnati, Ohio
Cincinnati Children’s  
Hospital Medical Center,  
Cincinnati, OH
Pediatrics

Martin J. Phan
San Francisco, California

HCA Healthcare, Kansas City, KS
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Janani Raman
Pleasanton, California

Swedish Medical Center,  
Seattle, WA
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Jessica Kimberly Reinecke
Verona, Wisconsin

Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI
Psychiatry
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  Dual degree 

Ashley Lou Rensted
White Bear Lake, Minnesota

Vanderbilt University Medical Center,  
Nashville, TN
Anesthesiology

Sarah Elizabeth Robinson
St. Louis, Missouri

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education,  
Scottsdale, AZ
Anesthesiology

Hannah Elise Rud
Brainerd, Minnesota

Corewell Health,  
Grand Rapids, MI
Orthopaedic Surgery

Nicole Kathleen Rud
Brainerd, Minnesota

Indiana University  
School of Medicine,  
Indianapolis, IN
Otolaryngology

Justin Charles Rudd ♦ 
Olympia, Washington

University of Washington,  
Boise, ID
Prelim Medicine
Johns Hopkins Hospital,  
Baltimore, MD
Dermatology/Research

Doctor of Philosophy,  
Biomedical Sciences

Abdul Safi
Salt Lake City, Utah

Riverside Community Hospital,  
Riverside, CA
Prelim Surgery

Prachi Saldhi
Folsom, California

University of California -  
San Francisco,  
San Francisco, CA
Family Medicine

Maya Mary Samuel
Vernon Hills, Illinois

University of Chicago-NorthShore,  
Evanston, IL
Prelim Medicine
NYP Hospital-Columbia & Cornell,  
New York, NY
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Sahil Sandhu
Gilbert, Arizona

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Psychiatry

Resya Chandra Sastry
El Dorado Hills, California

University of Massachusetts 
Chan-Baystate, Springfield, MA
Medicine-Pediatrics

Joshua Merle Schmidt
St. Michael, Minnesota

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, Minneapolis, MN
Pediatrics

Bradley James Schwartz
Hinsdale, Illinois

Indiana University  
School of Medicine,  
Indianapolis, IN
Pediatrics

Hayley Ann Seeno
Clayton, California

Nationwide Children’s Hospital,  
Columbus, OH
Pediatrics

Samantha Catherine Seitz
Sarasota, Florida

University of Florida College  
of Medicine, Jacksonville, FL
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Brook Steven Shepard
Brooksville, Florida

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Psychiatry

Joshua Adam Shettler
Grand Junction, Colorado

Lauren Claire Soares
Highlands Ranch, Colorado

Kirk Kerkorian School  
of Medicine at UNLV,  
Las Vegas, NV
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Alexis Elizabeth Stockwell
St. Joseph, Missouri

University of Texas  
Southwestern Medical Center,  
Dallas, TX
Pediatrics

Nicholas R. Storlie
La Crosse, Wisconsin

University of Chicago-NorthShore,  
Evanston, IL
Prelim Medicine
University of Chicago Medical Center,  
Chicago, IL
Anesthesiology

Sydney Elaine Suckling
Colorado Springs, Colorado

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT
Internal Medicine

Yanick Stephane Tadé
Windom, Minnesota

University of Minnesota Medical 
School, Minneapolis, MN
Orthopaedic Surgery

Alexandra Marie Lim Tan
College Station, Texas

SSM Health/St. Louis University 
School of Medicine, St. Louis, MO
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Joshua James Canto Tarum
Eagan, Minnesota

Emma Alleen Thomsen
Annandale, Minnesota

University of Oklahoma HSC,  
Oklahoma City, OK
Urology

Erastus Kamunge Thuo
Burlington, Massachusetts

Rahul Manish Thusay
Holland, Ohio

Trinity Health Ann Arbor  
Hospital, Ypsilanti, MI
General Surgery

Ashley Marie Tuin
Lakeville, Minnesota

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate  
Medical Education, Rochester, MN
Internal Medicine

Jessica Ka Wai Ung
Honolulu, Hawaii

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI
Internal Medicine

Lavanya Vidya Krishna Uppala
Omaha, Nebraska

Cleveland Clinic Foundation,  
Cleveland, OH
Internal Medicine

Sankalp Vinayak Varma
Montgomery, Alabama

University of North Carolina Hospital,  
Chapel Hill, NC
Prelim Surgery

Ethan Thomas Wahle
St. Louis, Missouri

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Prelim Medicine
Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Diagnostic Radiology

Zachary James Waite
Rocky River, Ohio

Mayo Clinic School of  
Graduate Medical Education,  
Jacksonville, FL
Diagnostic Radiology

Bob Weng
Vancouver, British Columbia

University of Arizona College  
of Medicine, Tucson, AZ
General Surgery

Paul James Wilkinson
Tappan, New York

University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, Omaha, NE
Anesthesiology

Tristram Kelly Wilson
Lewiston, Idaho

Creighton University, Omaha, NE
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Jacqueline Theil Winter
Evergreen, Colorado

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Paige Marie Woldt Leach
Shoreview, Minnesota

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate  
Medical Education, Rochester, MN
Emergency Medicine

John Michael Youngblood
Elizabeth, Colorado

University of Kansas School  
of Medicine, Kansas City, KS
Physical Medicine & Rehabilitation

Christy Marie Zigmond
Lincoln, Nebraska

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE
Family Medicine

Saif Adel Zurob
Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Hennepin County Medical Center, 
Minneapolis, MN
Internal Medicine

15



AWARDS

School of Medicine

Carole R. and Peter E. Doris, MD, Outstanding Student  
in Emergency Medicine Endowed Award
For excellent performance by a student entering  
the field of emergency medicine.

Dr. Simon L. Moskowitz Family Medicine Award
For excellence in medical studies, involvement in family medicine, 
and motivation for family medicine postgraduate study.

Nebraska Academy of Family Physicians  
Dr. Michael J. Haller Award
For excellence in family medicine,  
presented by the Department of Family Medicine.

Walter J. O’Donohue, Jr., MD, Achievement Award
For the senior student whose academic excellence, altruism,  
and high ethical standards demonstrate the legacy of  
Dr. Walter J. O’Donohue.

Outstanding Student Award
Presented by the Department of Internal Medicine, for the  
student who exemplifies the qualities of a physician— 
outstanding academic ability, strong clinical skills, empathy,  
and high professional standards.

The Research Award
Presented by the Department of Internal Medicine, goes to  
an individual student who has demonstrated outstanding 
achievement in research carried out in the Department of Medicine.

Dr. Walter J. Holden Obstetrics and Gynecology  
Outstanding Student Award
For outstanding performance in Obstetrics and Gynecology.

Outstanding Medical Student in Pediatrics Award
Presented by the Department of Pediatrics.

Dr. Frank J. Menolascino Department of Psychiatry Award
For outstanding academic ability, strong clinical skills,  
maturity, dedication to learning, and high professional  
standards in psychiatry.

Carole R. Doris and Peter E. Doris, MD,  
Outstanding Student in Radiology Endowed Award
For excellent performance by a student entering  
the field of radiology.

John F. Sheehan Award for Excellence in Pathology
For exceptional academic performance in Pathology.

William Albano Surgical Award
In recognition of outstanding research activity.

Surgery Outstanding Student Award
For the student who most exemplifies the qualities of a surgeon—
scholarship, integrity, and humane dedication to surgical patients,  
their problems, and care.

Outstanding Service to the School of Medicine
Presented by the Offices of Student Affairs and Medical Education.

Outstanding Service to the School of Medicine
Presented by the Office of Medical Admissions.

Dr. Adolph and Ruth Sachs Prize
For the senior who has attained exceptionally  
high academic achievement during all four years of study.

AWARDED AT AN EARLIER CEREMONY

Class Officers

Organization of Student Representatives

Alpha Sigma Nu National Jesuit Honor Society

Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society
For scholarship, personal integrity, compassion,  
and potential leadership in the field of medicine.

Gold Humanism Honor Society
For integrity, respect, compassion, empathy, and altruism— 
the qualities of the humanistic healer.

Aesculapian Award
For guidance, compassion, and selfless service  
to the class, community, and university.
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Physician s̓ Oath

As I enter the practice of medicine, I solemnly pledge  
to give my life and talents to the service of humanity. 

I will practice medicine with conscience and dignity. 

I will not permit considerations of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, nationality, ideology or social standing  
to intervene between my art and my patient. 

The health and life of my patient will be my first consideration 
and I will abstain from whatever is deleterious or mischievous. 

I will hold in confidence all that my patient confides in me.

I will give respect and gratitude to my deserving teachers and 
all who have helped me in my pursuit of knowledge, empathy 
and wisdom. 

My colleagues will be my brothers and sisters and,  
by instruction and example, we will impart a knowledge  
of the art to those who wish to learn it.

I will maintain the utmost respect for human life  
and the dignity of my fellow man. 

I will not use my knowledge contrary to the laws of humanity 
and will strive to do no harm.

May God grant me the wisdom and compassion to practice  
this art. I make this oath freely and upon my honor.
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School of Dentistry
Order of Exercises

  Creighton University School of Dentistry

PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost 

BANNER CARRIER
Nicole L. Muelleman, BS, DDS 
Faculty Council President
Assistant Professor, General Dentistry

GRAND MARSHAL’S OPENING REMARKS
James A. Kelly, BS, DDS, MS, MBA, MPH
Chair and Professor, Prosthodontics

PROVOST’S WELCOME
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Gabriela Torres Santana
Class of 2026 

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Associate Professor 
Heider College of Business

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

DEAN’S MESSAGE
Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS, MBA
Dean, School of Dentistry

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS, MBA

Names read by
James A. Kelly, BS, DDS, MS, MBA, MPH

Hooding of candidates by
Terry F. Lanphier, BS, DDS, MBA 
Assistant Dean of Operations
Associate Professor, Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery
Joseph V. Sullivan, BA, DDS, MBA 
Assistant Professor, Prosthodontics

OATH OF HIPPOCRATES
James A. Kelly, BS, DDS, MS, MBA, MPH

CLOSING REMARKS
John H. Sakowski 
Class of 2026 President

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL
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CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Dean: Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS, MBA

DOCTOR OF  
DENTAL SURGERY

Halimah Meshal Almajed 
Kuwait City, Kuwait  

Public Health, 
Kuwait City, Kuwait 

Abdullah Alshameri 
Al-qusour, Kuwait 

Tyler Scott Anderson 
Elkhart, Iowa 

Private Practice  
Des Moines, Iowa 

Cory Patrick Aulich 
Soddy Daisy, Tennessee 

Private Practice, 
Asheville, North Carolina  

Austin R. Bassett 
Fernley, Nebraska 

Private Practice 
Milford, New Hampshire 

Blake Duke Beddes 
Casper, Wyoming 

Private Practice,  
Casper, Wyoming  

Caleb A. Blackhurst 
Captain, U.S. Army 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Advanced Education  
General Dentistry 

Camryn Paige Blackwell 
Watertown, South Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Watertown, South Dakota 

Joseph W. Braun 
Beaverton, Oregon 

Private Practice 
Kailua-Kona, Hawaii

Jasmine René Brown 
Sand Springs, Oklahoma 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Sienna Nicole Brown 
Charlo, Montana 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska

Gretchen Marie Brummond 
Park River, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Park River, North Dakota 

Jack Kyle Carlson 
Fargo, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Fargo, North Dakota 

Caden Nicholas Castellon 
Canal Winchester, Ohio 

Private Practice, 
Columbus, Ohio

Joselynn D. Castillo 
Pingree, Idaho 

Public Health, 
Sioux City, Iowa 

Chance Robert Champoux 
Mead, Washington 

Private Practice, 
Coeru D’Alene, Idaho 

Tylor Ray Clark 
Meridian, Idaho 

Private Practice, 
Boise, Idaho 

Samuel Jon Cole 
Cozad, Nebraska 

Private Practice, 
Sedalia, Missouri 

Isabella Rose Corso 
Palos Park, Illinois 

General Practice Residency,  
The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio 

Mackenzie Marie Cunningham 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

Private Practice, 
Sioux City, Iowa 

Maggie Ann Currie 
Hadley, Minnesota 

Private Practice, 
Tracy, Minnesota 

Marie Ann Day 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Private Practice, 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Brandyn Robert Deitz 
Fargo, North Dakota 

Private Practice 
Marshfield, Wisconsin 

Samuel Jeffrey Derner 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Alyse Marie Dockter-Wulf 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Bryce Michael Douglas 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Private Practice, 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Benjamin Jerome Engle 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Sergeant Bluff, Iowa 

United States Navy  
Credentialing Tour, 
Norfolk, Virginia  

Katherine Anne Erickson 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 

Taylor Ann Flemming 
Minnetrista, Minnesota

Private Practice
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Jair Flores 
Pueblo, Colorado 

Private Practice, 
Pueblo, Colorado 

McGrew Thomas Foley II 
Wichita, Kansas 

Private Practice  
Wichita, Kansas

Taylor Lynn Forstner 
New Ulm, Minnesota 

Public Health, 
Fairmont, Minnesota 

Catherine Renee Franco 
Omaha, Nebraska

Private Practice, 
Custer, South Dakota

Garrett Blane Frey 
Wichita, Kansas 

Private Practice, 
Grand Island, Nebraska 

Alexis Nicole Frigyes 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 

Advanced Educational  
General Dentistry,  
University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Carlos Samuel Gomez 
Lakepoint, Utah 

Private Practice, 
Billings, Montana 

Abigail Christine Gregor 
Waconia, Minnesota 

Private Practice 
Waconia, Minnesota

Kaylan Nguyen Ha 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Private Practice, 
Salem, Oregon 

Landon R. Hagen 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 

Private Practice 
Grand Forks, North Dakota

Kaleb Roger Haley 
New Rockford, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Elizabethton, Tennessee  

Blake Bradley Hamel 
Papillion, Nebraska 

Private Practice 
St. Petersburg, Florida

Jacob Rockwell Hansen 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Endodontic Residency,  
University of Minnesota, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Robert Trent Hansen 
Rye, Colorado 

Private Practice, 
Pueblo, Colorado 

Brandon Lee Harding 
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Advanced Educational General  
Dentistry, United States Air Force, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Nicholas Wallace Hatcher 
Charleston, West Virginia 

Private Practice  
Tucson, Arizona

Frances Augusta Herrin 
Athens, Georgia 

Public Health, 
Augusta, Georgia 

Riley David Hill 
Greybull, Wyoming 

Private Practice, 
Lander, Wyoming 

Lauryn Leigh Hinckley 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Lauren Amanda Hine 
Easton, Pennsylvania 

Private Practice, 
Easton, Pennsylvania 

Kyndal Leigh Holmes 
Gothenburg, Nebraska 

Public Health, 
Duluth, Minnesota 

Ally Kae Hull 
Wasilla, Alaska 

Public Health, 
Wasilla, Alaska 

Tyler Jestin Hurst 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

Advance Education  
in General Dentistry 
Milo C. Huempfner  
Department of Veteran Affairs 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

Hunter Micheal 
Raymond Husemann 

Fairfax, Iowa 
Private Practice 
Dubuque, Iowa

Jacob Peter Jarzynka 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Private Practice  
Omaha, Nebraska

Carter James Kindel 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Advanced Educational General  
Dentistry, Veteran’s Administration, 
San Antonio, Texas 
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Kristen Nicole Knipp 
Lenexa, Kansas 

Private Practice, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Abbey Marie Lee 
New Ulm, Minnesota 

Private Practice, 
Hendersonville, Tennessee 

Russell Lorenzo Lee 
Sacramento, California 

Justin Robert Livingston 
Woodville, Texas 

Private Practice, 
Woodville, Texas 

Brandon Eric Loverude 
Urbandale, Iowa 

Private Practice, 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Claire Marie Ludes 
Worthington, Minnesota 

Pediatric Residency,  
University of California, 
San Francisco, California 

Joseph Charles Machado 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Samuel David Markham 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Atlantic, Iowa 

Advanced Education  
in General Dentistry,  
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, 
Jacksonville, North Carolina 

Derrick Ray Marshall 
Nixa, Missouri 

Private Practice, 
Springfield, Missouri 

Cade Ryan Matthes 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 

Private Practice, 
Dallas, Texas 

Paul James McCaslin 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Aidan Daniel Anton McCloy 
Missoula, Montana 

Public Health, 
Nome, Alaska 

Rene Bryant Morales 
Sugar Hill, Georgia 

Private Practice, 
Buford, Georgia 

Demetrios George Morris 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 

Advanced Education  
in General Dentistry,  
Navy Medicine Readiness  
and Training Command, 
North Chicago, Illinois 

Spencer Reed Morrison 
Maryville, Missouri 

Private Practice, 
Cape Coral, Florida 

Alyssa Ann Mulroy 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Grand Forks, North Dakota 

Awilda Dejoie Murphy 
Buffalo, New York 

General Practice Residency,  
University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Dante Matalino Naranja 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Aurora, Colorado 

United States Navy  
Credentialing Tour, 
Twentynine Palms, California  

Joseph Scott O’Brien 
Hanson, Massachusetts 

Private Practice, 
Lebanon, Vermont 

Marian Oamil Pacho-Moloney 
Waipahu, Hawaii 

Private Practice, 
Topeka, Kansas 

Noah McRae Parks 
Blackfoot, Idaho 

Private Practice 
Kalispell, Montana

Korbyn Elizabeth Perpich 
Crosby, Minnesota 

Private Practice, 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Blake Christopher Peterson 
Willmar, Minnesota 

Private Practice, 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 

Madden Charles Pikula 
Gillette, Wyoming 

Advanced Education General  
Dentistry, Foundry Dental Center, 
Bessemer, Alabama 

Ryan Branden Prieto 
Lindenhurst, Illinois 

Private Practice, 
Kingsport, Tennessee 

Daniel L. Ramazzotto 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

Private Practice, 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Kade Duane Roach 
Salem, Indiana 

Private Practice, 
Salem, Indiana 

Ethan Michael Roderick 
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Aurora, Colorado 

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery  
Residency, Brooke Army  
Medical Center, 
San Antonio, Texas 

Emerson Jean Rosenau 
Carrington, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Jamestown, North Dakota 

John Henry Sakowski 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Oral Maxillofacial Surgery Internship, 
Louisiana State University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Jacob Lawrence Samuelson 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Pediatric Residency,  
Children's Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Karsen Rose Seeger 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 

Private Practice, 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Shea E. Sera 
Makawao, Hawaii 

Private Practice, 
Atlanta, Georgia 

Anna Elizabeth Sniezek 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Public Health, 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Abigail Kraemer Spiering 
Thief River Falls, Minnesota 

Private Practice, 
Fosston, Minnesota 

Elinor Adair Stanley 
Columbia, Missouri 

Private Practice, 
Ames, Iowa 

Kathryn Paige Stevens 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Carter Bruce Strain 
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Burke, Virginia 

Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry, Offutt Air Force Base, 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Rayann E. Sullivan 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Private Practice, 
Cheyenne, Wyoming  

Ryan M. Sylvester 
Greybull, Wyoming 

Private Practice 
Missoula, Montana

Ali Mohamad Taleb 
Beirut, Lebanon 

Private Practice, 
Wichita, Kansas 

Emily Jane Tesnohlidek 
Fruitland, Idaho 

Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry, Idaho State University, 
Meridian, Idaho 

Shane M. Tetzlaff 
Superior, Wisconsin 

Private Practice 
Duluth, Minnesota

Taylor James Thomason 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 

General Practice Residency,  
University of Las Vegas, 
Las Vegas, Nevada

Gabriela Maria Torres Santana 
Miami, Florida 

Private Practice, 
Tampa, Florida 

Melanie Tran 
Trenton, Michigan 

Public Health, 
Alpena, Michigan 

Bailey Brian Van Buskirk 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Private Practice 
Bismarck, North Dakota

Corey Cole Van Buskirk 
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Private Practice 
Bismarck, North Dakota

Paige Elizabeth VanDelinder 
Minot, North Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

Tojo Joseph Vettukallel 
Simi Valley, California 

Private Practice, 
West Salem, Wisconsin  

Alyzza Leigh Vitug 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Private Practice, 
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Emma Rae Walbert 
Sherman, Illinois 

Private Practice, 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Stephanie Kaye Walters 
Cumberland, Wisconsin 

Private Practice, 
Wausau, Wisconsin 

Aspen E. Weber 
Johnstown, Colorado 

Private Practice, 
Kalispell, Montana 

Luke Bernard Wisniewski 
Gaylord, Michigan 

Private Practice, 
Ludington, Michigan 

Anne Elizabeth Wittrock 
Yankton, South Dakota 

Private Practice, 
Yankton, South Dakota 

Brianna Elizabeth Wright 
Jackson, Mississippi 

Private Practice, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Sean Charles Young 
San Diego, California 

Private Practice 
El Paso, Texas

John Robert Zent 
Overgaard, Arizona 

Private Practice, 
Custer, South Dakota 

Luke Matthew Zortman 
Mukwonago, Wisconsin 

Private Practice, 
Whitehall, Wisconsin 
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AWARDS

School of Dentistry

Academy of General Dentistry American Equilibration  
Society Award 
Brandon Lee Harding 

Academy of Operative Dentistry Award 
Society for Color and Appearance in Dentistry  
2026 Student of Merit 
Katherine Anne Erickson 

American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry Award 
Frances Augusta Herrin 

American Academy of Implant Dentistry Predoctoral Student Award  
Department of Oral Surgery and Emergency Services  
Acute Care Award 
Luke Matthew Zortman 

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Award 
Anne Elizabeth Wittrock 

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology Award 
Department of Pediatric Dentistry Orthodontics Excellence Award 
Justin Robert Livingston 

American Academy of Oral Medicine Award 
Rayann E. Sullivan 

American Academy of Periodontology Dental Student Award 
for Achievement in Periodontology 
Taylor Lynn Forstner

American Association of Endodontics of Excellence 
with the Harriet J. Knowles DAR Scholarship 
Dr. Marvin O. Ludlow, Brasseler USA Endodontics Award 
Quintessence Award for Research Achievement 
Pierre Fauchard Academy Award 
Dr. Stanley J. Honsa Award 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip J. Maschka Award 
Jacob Rockwell Hansen 

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeons 2026 Dental Student Award 
Kaleb Roger Haley 

American Association of Public Health Dentistry Award 
International College of Dentists Student Humanitarian Award 
Joselynn D. Castillo 

American Association of Women Dentist’s Eleanor J. Bushee 
Senior Dental Student Award  
International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award 
Maggie Ann Currie 

American College of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons William H. Bell 
Award Predoctoral Achievement in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery  
Ethan Michael Roderick 

American College of Prosthodontists 
Your Smile. Our Speciality® Award 
Riley David Hill 

American Dental Education Association 
Dr. Jeanne Craig Sinkford Student Leadership 
Bryce Michael Douglas 

American Dental Society of Anesthesiology-
Horace Wells Senior Student Award 
Rene Bryant Morales 

American Student Dental Association Award of Excellence 
Elinor Adair Stanley 

Bien Air 2026 Excellence in Endodontics 
Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement 
in Restorative Dentistry 
American College of Dentists Student Leadership 
Award Nebraska Section 
Carter Bruce Strain 

Brian D. Stone Memorial Award 
Center for Professional Practice, Education and Research 
Kyndal Leigh Holmes 

Dentsply Sirona Dental Leadership in Endodontics 
Demetrios George Morris 

Dr. Neil Norton Magis Award 
John Henry Sakowski 

Dr. Darrell Lower Pediatric Dentistry Award 
Dr. Joseph M. Simpson III Award for Aesthetic Restorative Dentistry  
Claire Marie Ludes 

International Congress of Oral Implantologists Predoctoral 
Student Achievement Award  
Catherine Renee Franco 

Nebraska Society of Pediatric Dentistry Senior Award 
Jacob Lawrence Samuelson 

Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Periodontics  
Ally Kae Hull 

Senior Orthodontic Specialist Award  
Austin R. Bassett 

Whip Mix “Best of the Best” Award for Excellence in Prosthodontics 
Tyler Jestin Hurst 

ZimVie Implant Concierge Award 
Luke Bernard Wisniewski 

Alpha Sigma Nu 
Joselynn D. Castillo 
Chance Robert Champoux 
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Oath of Hippocrates

One of the most widely known of Greek medical texts, the  
Hippocratic Oath requires new health care professionals to 
swear to uphold specific ethical standards. 

As a member of the dental profession,  
I shall keep this pledge and these stipulations. 

I understand and accept that my primary responsibility is 
to my patients, and I shall dedicate myself to render, to the 
best of my ability, the highest standard of oral health care 
and to maintain a relationship of respect and confidence. 
Therefore, let all come to me safe in the knowledge that 
their total health and well-being are my first considerations. 

I shall accept the responsibility that, as a professional, 
my competence rests on continuing the attainment of 
knowledge and skill in the arts and sciences of dentistry. 

I acknowledge my obligation to support and sustain the 
honor and integrity of the profession and to conduct  
myself in all endeavors such that I shall merit the respect  
of patients, colleagues and my community. 

I further commit myself to the betterment of my community 
for the benefit of all society. 

I shall faithfully observe the Principles of Ethics and  
Code of Professional Conduct set forth by the profession. 

All this I pledge with pride in my commitment to the 
profession and the public it serves. 



Graduate School
Order of Exercises
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PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER
Mary Ann Danielson, PhD
Faculty President  
Professor, Communications Studies

PROVOST’S WELCOME
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Janine Guerra
Class of 2026
EdD, Interdisciplinary Leadership

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Associate Professor 
Heider College of Business 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

BOARD AUTHORIZATION
Presented by 

Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES 
FOR EARNED DEGREES
Names read by 

A. Barron Breland, DM
Dean, Graduate School

College of Arts and Sciences
Bridget M. Keegan, PhD, Dean

School of Medicine 
Robert W. Dunlay, MD, Dean 

School of Law 
Joshua P. Fershée, JD, Dean 

School of Dentistry 
Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS, MBA, Dean 

School of Pharmacy and Health Professions 
Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD, Dean 

Heider College of Business 
Anthony R. Hendrickson, PhD, Dean 

College of Nursing
Jessica R. Clark, DNP, RN, Dean 

College of Professional and Continuing Education 
Gayla M. Stoner, PhD, Dean

Hooding of candidates will be conducted 
by faculty from the individual programs. 

STUDENT AND FACULTY AWARDS
A. Barron Breland, DM

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY 
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL
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COLLEGE OF ARTS 
AND SCIENCES
MASTER OF ARTS

Maureen Anne Cannon 
de la Rosa 

El Paso, Texas 
Christian Spirituality 

Colleen Mary Curran
Minneapolis, Minnesota 
Christian Spirituality 

Anh Doan 
San Jose, California 
Christian Spirituality 

Mary Margaret Foreman 
Falls Church, Virginia 
Christian Spirituality 

Lisa Marie Schmidt 
Sugarloaf, Pennsylvania 
Christian Spirituality 

Karen K. Tobin 
Metairie, Louisiana 
Christian Spirituality 

Brian F. Van Fossen 
West Nanticoke, Pennsylvania 
Christian Spirituality

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Aaron Duane Bellisle 
Menominee, Michigan 
Secondary Teaching 

Sabori Edilia Cervantes 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Richard James Chapman 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Benjamin James Drickey 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Amit D’Souza 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Michael Ryan Earnest 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Aidan John Flairty 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Patrick Ryan Grindey 
Chandler, Arizona 
Secondary Teaching 

Ryan James Hagedorn 
West Point, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Sara Joy McConnell 
Plattsmouth, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Hugh Maxwell Morton 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching  

Jennifer Omann 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota 
Secondary Teaching 

Seth Thomas O’Reilly 
Ralston, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Gregory Perenich 
Tarpon Springs, Florida 
Secondary Teaching 

Madison Rene Poljan 
Austin, Texas 
Secondary Teaching 

Thomas Edward Prados 
Belle Chasse, Louisiana 
Secondary Teaching 

Francis Joseph Purcell IV 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Secondary Teaching 

Nina Elise Rehfeldt 
Rochester, Minnesota 
Secondary Teaching 

Benjamin Noah Robison 
Gilroy, California 
Secondary Teaching 

Ashanti Aaliyah Washington 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Secondary Teaching 

Shelbie Weihs 
Honey Creek, Iowa 
Secondary Teaching 

Amy Wenzel 
Belleville, Illinois 
Secondary Teaching 

Edwin Makokha Wesonga 
Detroit, Michigan 
Secondary Teaching 

MASTER OF SCIENCE

J Parker Adair 
Omaha, Nebraska 
School Counseling 

Dziedzorm Agbenor-Efunam 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Medical Physics 

Jared James Allison 
Clive, Iowa 
Educational Leadership 

Dominique C. Beverly 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Educational Leadership 

Elizabeth Lauren Brodeur 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
Educational Specialist Areas 

Andrea Catherine Casey 
Portland, Oregon 
School Counseling 

Bridget Brady Clifford 
Elko, Nevada 
School Counseling 

Isabella Suzanne Contino 
Fort Collins, Colorado 
School Counseling 

Sara Ann Cooper 
Omaha, Nebraska 
School Counseling 

Whitney Nicole Cummings 
Papillion, Nebraska 
School Counseling 

Alyssa Mae Gappa 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Educational Specialist Areas 

Deborah Jean Gauvin 
Nashua, New Hampshire 
Educational Leadership 

Kylie Jo Geer 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 
Educational Leadership 

Matthew Carl Georgesen 
Homer, Nebraska 
Medical Physics 

Sara Marie Grinbergs 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Educational Leadership 

Amanda Jane Hahn Briones 
Dallas, Texas 
Educational Leadership 

Jennifer Jill Holyoak 
Seabeck, Washington 
School Counseling 

Nicole M. Humpherys 
Logan, Utah 
School Counseling 

Pralhad Itani 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Medical Physics 

Cammi Colleen Jager 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 
School Counseling 

Melanie Judith Johnson 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Educational Leadership 

Kendra Suzanne Kemp 
Frisco, Texas 
Educational Leadership 

James Patrick Kennedy 
Chicago, Illinois 
Educational Leadership 

Brianna Diane Kinkaid 
Biggsville, Illinois 
Physics 

Craig Krueger 
Hilbert, Wisconsin 
School Counseling 

Rylie Laskowski 
Portland, Oregon 
School Counseling 

William Davis Mackey 
Mission Hills, Kansas 
Medical Physics 

Jessica Lauren Madera 
Plymouth, Massachusetts 
School Counseling 

Ella Carol Massmann 
Oak Park, Illinois 
Educational Leadership 

Connor James Mazzei 
Omaha, Nebraska 
School Counseling 

Jennifer Kay McIntyre LeBlanc 
Hoover, Alabama 
Educational Leadership 

Brooke Marie McWilliams 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
School Counseling 

Mackenzie R. Miller 
Douglas, Wyoming 
School Counseling 

Ayla Marie Murphy 
Dickeyville, Wisconsin 
Educational Leadership 

Paige Nicole Noftsger 
Grimes, Iowa 
School Counseling 

Frank Kojo Nyonator 
Abelenkpe, Ghana 
Physics 

Jill Ann Ochsenbein 
Logan, Utah 
School Counseling 

Daniel Oluwasegun Olabode 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Physics 

Katherine Elizabeth O’Neal 
Norwalk, Iowa 
Educational Leadership 

James Alexander Phillips 
Kalamazoo, Michigan 
School Counseling 

Garrett Wayne Pryor 
Treynor, Iowa 
School Counseling 

Yahaira Marie Sanchez 
Sioux City, Iowa 
Educational Specialist Areas 

Shankar Sapkota 
Baglung, Nepal 
Medical Physics 

William Patrick Schalley 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Medical Physics 

Dana Marievoss Schmidt 
Coggon, Iowa 
School Counseling 

Jeremiah Van Horne Sluggett 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Educational Leadership 

CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Dean: A. Barron Breland, DM
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COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCES CONTINUED

Juli Elizabeth Suyetsugu 
Kirkland, Washington 
School Counseling 

Emily Lauren Taylor 
Bellevue, Nebraska 
School Counseling 

Niki Andiopi Thornton 
Bellevue, Nebraska 
Educational Specialist Areas  

Jean Audrey Touloulou Doudiam 
Chicago, Illinois 
Educational Leadership 

Emma Grace White 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Educational Specialist Areas 

Sarah A. Wolfe 
East Moline, Illinois 
Educational Leadership 

Tyler Norman Wolters 
Maria Stein, Ohio 
School Counseling 

James David Woodmansee 
Lincoln, Rhode Island 
Educational Leadership 

SCHOOL OF 
MEDICINE
MASTER OF ARTS

Patrick Sullivan 
Walsh McMonagle 

Davenport, Iowa 
Medical Humanities and Ethics 

MASTER OF PUBLIC 
HEALTH

Lizette Marie Ahlers 
Miami, Florida 

Cade Riley Canepa 
Watson, Louisiana 

Mariam Abiyou Cortese 
Los Angeles, California 

Lauren E. Dentinger 
Latham, New York 

Evangeline J. D’Epagnier 
Longmont, Colorado 

Meghan Elizabeth Foster 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Emily Rachel Fraser 
Greenwood Village, Colorado 

Christina Noelle Heid 
Vancouver, Washington 

Alexandra K. Mauritsen 
Midland, Texas 

Jenna Elaine Stoneroad 
Elizabethville, Pennsylvania 

Rockib Uddin 
North Haven, Connecticut 

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Ariana Bower 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

Aditi Charak 
Delhi, India 
Biomedical Sciences 

Tiffany Cherie 
Kahelelani Dewese 

Ewa Beach, Hawaii 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

John Frederick Eurich IV 
Overland Park, Kansas 
Medical Sciences 

Heather Elise Ford 
Roca, Nebraska 
Integrative Health and Wellness  

Emma Catherine Freimuth 
Lakewood, Colorado 
Medical Sciences 

Hunter Harley Hess 
Greeley, Colorado 
Neuroscience 

Olivia Marie Karcutskie 
Dallas, Pennsylvania 
Medical Sciences 

Jasmehak Kaur 
New Delhi, India 
Medical Microbiology  
and Immunology 

Cameron Jiwon Kim 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Medical Sciences 

Mia Kathleen Marcozzi 
San Ramon, California 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

Lacey Bree Nelson 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

Abigail Marie Parks 
Valdosta, Georgia 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

Joseph Lewis Plachy 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Medical Sciences 

Callan Ricketts 
Wilmette, Illinois 
Integrative Health/Wellness 

Maya Samal 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Medical Sciences 

John Perry Slaybaugh 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Medical Sciences 

Jane Elizabeth Stein 
Peoria, Arizona 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

Megan Nicole Holody Sullivan 
Walnut Creek, California 
Medical Sciences 

Henry Jacob Thomsen 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 
Medical Sciences 

Christopher John Ugarte 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Medical Sciences 

Kaitlyn Alexandria Welch 
Cheektowaga, New York 
Integrative Health and Wellness 

DOCTOR OF 
PHILOSOPHY

Jonathan Paul Fleegel ♦ 
St. Cloud, Minnesota 
Biomedical Sciences 
Doctor of Medicine

Cochlear sensitization to 
aminoglycosides: Defining  
the role of JAK-STAT signaling

Anna Nancy Fraser-Philbin 
Seattle, Washington 
Medical Microbiology  
and Immunology 

Application of computational 
modeling and simulations 
for understanding modes of 
phosphatidylcholine specific natural 
antibody binding

Justin Charles Rudd ♦
Olympia, Washington 
Biomedical Sciences 
Doctor of Medicine 

Molecular mechanisms of FLOWER 
function during epidermal barrier 
maturation and cSCC development

SCHOOL OF LAW
MASTER OF SCIENCE

Gabrielle Victoria James ♦
Kaneohe, Hawaii 
Government Organization  
and Leadership 

Juris Doctor 

Natale Elizabeth Wendling ♦ 
Las Vegas, Nevada 
Government Organization  
and Leadership 

Juris Doctor 

SCHOOL OF 
DENTISTRY
MASTER OF SCIENCE

Kolby Tin-Lung Au 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Oral Biology 

William Lizandro Brizuela Rapalo 
Grand Island, Nebraska 
Oral Biology 

Doulton Rikiya Chinen 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Oral Biology 

Olivia Grace Werven 
Bismarck, North Dakota 
Oral Biology 

SCHOOL OF 
PHARMACY 
AND HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS
MASTER OF SCIENCE

Gauri Rajendra Chavarkar 
Poynad, India 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Aayushi Sunil Dumbre 
Mumbai, India 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Lukas James Erickson 
Maryville, Missouri 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Pradnya Mahavir Magdum 
Pune, India 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Grace Elizabeth Majeres ♦ 
Orland Park, Illinois 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 
Doctor of Pharmacy 

Palak Sanjay Mehta 
Mumbai, India 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Diksha Mahadeo Telangi 
Nashik, India 
Pharmaceutical Sciences 

HEIDER COLLEGE 
OF BUSINESS
MASTER OF 
ACCOUNTING

Charis Xiaohong Yae Cook ♦
Hilo, Hawaii 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Nolan Steven Gosch 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Aiden Michael Greer ♦ 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Jonathan Morgan Lukas ♦ 
Whitefish Bay, Wisconsin 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Matthew John Narog ♦
New Brighton, Minnesota 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Maclyn Morris Smith ♦
Mantorville, Minnesota 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Timothy Cyganiak Stuckslager ♦
Mequon, Wisconsin 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Elizabeth Ann Thurman 
Colgate, Wisconsin 
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  Dual degree 

Luke Anthony Ulrich ♦
Scottsdale, Arizona 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

Kamryn Elizabeth Venner ♦ 
Arcadia, Iowa 
Bachelor of Science  
in Business Administration 

MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Quinton Marley Anderson 
Papillion, Nebraska 

Allison Brianne Banks 
Shawnee, Kansas 

Samuel Mark Bolln 
Valley, Nebraska 

Ryan Jefferson Brakke 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Morgan Jo Bredenkamp 
Hastings, Nebraska 

Patrick Talbot Camp 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Heather Corcoran 
Lumberton, Pennsylvania 

Felix A. Cortes 
Omaha, Nebraska  

Noah Kenneth 
Desulme-Schaber 

Elk River, Minnesota 

Theodore James Deters 
Maple Plain, Minnesota 

Madisen Skyler Ford ♦
Phoenix, Arizona
Juris Doctor 

Kali Rhianna Gilbert 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Cole Charles Haith 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Lauren Elizabeth Hankes 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Brian Gregory Hanna 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Brandon Paul Keniston 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Anish K. J. Kochanichottil 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Brody James Larson ♦
Harlan, Iowa
Juris Doctor 

Olivia Katherin Lutz ♦
Omaha, NE
Master of Science,  
Organizational Leadership

Kathleen MacDonald 
Lenexa, Kansas 

Fady Mansour ♦
Aliso Viejo, California 
Master of Investment Management 
and Financial Analysis 

Lillie Marsh 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Stephanie Ann McDonald 
Meeker, Colorado 

Sarah A. Miller 
Chicago, Illinois 

Molly Darlene Mogensen 
Farmington, Minnesota 

Laurel K. Mueller ♦
Waverly, Nebraska 
Master of Science,  
Organizational Leadership 

Adam Jeffrey Ornduff 
Carlisle, Iowa 

Quinn Richard Parker ♦ 
Graettinger, Iowa 
Master of Finance 

Anna Maren Pierce 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Kindarlie Jennipher Pierrelus 
Stoughton, Massachusetts 

Omar A. Ramadan 
Algonquin, Illinois 

Keinan Edward Ruch 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Spencer Elias Smith 
Glenwood, Iowa 

Angela Yvonne Stockdale 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Erin Patrice Sweeney 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Connor Thomaston 
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Noah Clemens Wilson 
Denver, Colorado 

MASTER OF FINANCE

Blake Andrew Hessler 
Papillion, Nebraska 

Connor Quinton Kabes 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Quinn Richard Parker ♦
Graettinger, Iowa 
Master of Business Administration 

MASTER OF 
FINANCIAL PLANNING 
AND FINANCIAL 
PSYCHOLOGY 

Victoria K. Coldiron 
Columbus, Ohio 

Steven Thomas Juline 
Aurora, Illinois 

Catherine Marie 
YanRan Kollmeyer 

Lakewood Ranch, Florida 

Christopher Noble 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

MASTER OF 
INVESTMENT 
MANAGEMENT AND 
FINANCIAL ANALYSIS 

Fady Mansour ♦ 
Aliso Viejo, California 
Master of Business Administration 

William Thomas 
Kenefick Murphy 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Brooks Stein 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Emily T. Wilkinson 
Boulder, Colorado 

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Xiaomei Chen 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 
Business Analytics 

James Kelly West 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Business Analytics 

DOCTOR OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION

Shauna Balderson 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Is firm value affected by being 
recognized as a top 50 company  
in diversity, equity, and inclusion?

COLLEGE OF 
NURSING
MASTER OF 
SCIENCE IN NURSING

Gabrielle Rose Henderson 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Nursing Education 

Mandy Sue Putnam 
Kearney, Nebraska 
Nursing Administration  
and Leadership 

Grace Caroline Schmidt 
Garden City, Kansas 
Nursing Education 

MASTER OF SCIENCE 

Donald W. Mieger, Jr. 
Carriere, Mississippi 
Paramedicine 

Joshua Daniel Roman 
Jacksonville, North Carolina 
Paramedicine

DOCTOR OF NURSING 
PRACTICE 

McKenna Mary-Renee Apgar 
Sterling, Illinois 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 

Implementation of nurse-led  
post-operative mobility protocol  
in cardiac surgery patients 

Heather Catherine Barnes 
Queens, New York 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 

Advance care directives 
standardization and education:  
A quality improvement project 

Allison Kroll Burrows 
Crystal, Minnesota 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 

Enhancing patient communication 
in emergency department waiting 
areas: A quality improvement initiative 

Allison Margaret Colburn 
Boise, Idaho 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Utilizing artificial intelligence (AI)  
in the primary care setting:  
A quality improvement project  

Sarah Katharine Dundas 
Phoenix, Arizona 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Implementing routine cognitive 
screening in older adults during 
annual wellness visits: A quality 
improvement project 

Michael Philip Abracosa Gilliam 
Boise, Idaho 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Pediatric Acute/Primary Care 

Implementing return to learn  
and return to sport discharge 
instructions in the pediatric 
emergency department setting  

Emily Marie Graen 
Lakeville, Minnesota 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Closing the postoperative 
communication gap: Improving 
information exchange between 
surgical teams and primary  
care providers 

Kristen Catherine Gylten 
Denver, Colorado 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Implementing a RN hypertension 
management and prevention  
program in a primary care clinic 

Natalie Halstrom 
Sioux City, Iowa 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Increasing depression screening  
in the adult population in a primary 
care clinic 

Samantha Marie Jacobsen 
Solon, Iowa 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Pediatric Acute/Primary Care 

Managing difficult conversations: 
Infant safe sleep in the  
inpatient setting 
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COLLEGE OF NURSING CONTINUED

  Dual degree 

Makenzie Kay Kuhnemann 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Improving pain recognition in 
advanced dementia: A quality 
improvement project using  
the PAINAD tool 

Kelly Michelle Lake 
Denver, Colorado 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Pediatric Acute/Primary Care 

Outpatient helper training to  
improve knowledge and confidence 
in pediatric tracheostomy and 
ventilator care 

Kaleigh Renee Leisy 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioner - Neonatal 

Point-of-care ultrasound for  
umbilical venous catheter  
procedures in neonates  

Dieja Janae D’Angelo Martin 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 
Nursing Administration  
and Leadership 

Optimizing nursing workflow 
efficiency in a Level IV NICU:  
A data-driven approach to  
reducing interruptions 

Megan Dakota Kuppich McCamy 
Fargo, North Dakota 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Identifying arthroplasty same  
day discharge candidates using  
the risk assessment and prediction  
tool (RAPT) 

Katherine Anne McManus 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Depression screening and 
documentation of care plans through 
implementation of a provider toolkit 

Lori Michelle Meyer Van Roekel 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Supporting force readiness: A quality 
improvement project to enhance 
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD) management in national 
guard service members 

Susan Provorse Mileham 
Wichita, Kansas 

Implementation of PHQ-9 monitoring 
for patients with treatment resistant 
depression (TRD) in a mental health 
clinic: A quality improvement project 

Rylie Mae Rucker 
Eldridge, Iowa 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

An algorithm to increase diabetic 
education referrals in a primary care 
clinic: A quality improvement project 

Brady Shawn Rutt 
Hastings, Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Psychiatric Mental Health 

Implementation of brief exercise 
intervention to improve mood/ 
sleep in psychiatric patients  

Mikayla Saha 
Grand Blanc, Michigan 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Pediatric Acute/Primary Care 

Feeding pathway for children with 
bronchiolitis receiving noninvasive 
ventilation: A guideline-based 
quality improvement project 

Tanya Lanette Sauerhoefer 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Enhancing adherence to evidence-
based treatment goals in adults 
with type II diabetes: A quality 
improvement project 

Maria L. Schecher 
Otsego, Minnesota 
Nurse Practitioner - Neonatal 

Behind every change: A quality 
improvement protocol for diaper 
dermatitis in neonates  

Kristina Michelle Seiler 
Waunakee, Wisconsin 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Psychiatric Mental Health 

Caring contacts: Decreasing rates 
of readmission in a psychiatric 
emergency services unit 

Daniel Abbott Sellon 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Identifying nicotine abuse:  
A quality improvement project  

Daryn Mariah Slaughter 
Glenwood, Iowa 
Nurse Practitioner - Neonatal 

Laryngeal mask airway in the NICU 

Ashleigh Brooke Smith 
Gilbert, Arizona 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Improving EsoGuard referral  
rates in a primary care clinic 

Rachel Lee Summo 
Overland Park, Kansas 
Nurse Practitioner - Family 

Implementing OSA screening using 
the STOP-Bang questionnaire for 
patients in the primary care setting 

Anne Farrell Taylor 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Nurse Practitioner -  
Adult-Gerontology Acute Care 

Enhancing the accuracy of intake  
and output on an oncology unit 

COLLEGE OF 
PROFESSIONAL 
AND CONTINUING 
EDUCATION
MASTER OF SCIENCE

Kelis Talia Brown 
New Albany, Ohio 
Organizational Leadership 

Madeline Elizabeth Chafin 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
Organizational Leadership 

Tamara Louise Cleaves Denes 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Ainsley Cecilia DeLockroy 
Saddlebrooke, Missouri 
Organizational Leadership 

James Douglas Delzer 
Richfield, Minnesota 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Robert J. Foley 
Spooner, Wisconsin 
Organizational Leadership 

Joseph William Hauser 
Waunakee, Wisconsin 
Organizational Leadership 

Rebecca Marie Huju 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Amy Elizabeth Keller 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Justin Oliver Kreutzian 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Olivia Katherin Lutz ♦
Omaha, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Master of Business Administration 

Laurel K. Mueller ♦ 
Waverly, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Master of Business Administration 

Nicholas Vincent Muzo 
Manassas, Virginia 
Organizational Leadership 

Aubrey Isabella Rawles 
Pasadena, California 
Organizational Leadership 

Molly Tobin Rezich 
Rapid City, South Dakota 
Organizational Leadership 

Christian Esaud Santiago 
Duluth, Georgia 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Paige Elizabeth Stanard 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
Organizational Leadership 

Dexter Bartholomew Turner 
Aurora, Colorado 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

Ana Alejandra Angel Saldana 
Omaha, Nebraska 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Voices of Latino leaders:  
A qualitative study on barriers  
and facilitators to leadership 

Kristofer M. Booth 
Springfield, Missouri 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Barriers for establishment of clinical 
research units in a safety-net health 
system: A qualitative case study of 
leadership participants at a federally 
qualified health center 

Liah Terese Burke 
Fremont, Nebraska 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Re-engaging campus life:  
A phenomenological study on 
student well-being and co-curricular 
participation in the post-Covid 19 era 

Robert E. Burns 
St. Charles, Missouri 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

A narrative case study of leadership 
practices in rapidly developing 
the next generation of leaders, 
engineers, and skilled technical  
trade workers at Patriot 

Lina Maria Cashin 
Bellevue, Nebraska 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

The effect of organizational culture  
on the retention of United States 
Space Force Guardians 

Holly Marie Espenhover 
Carroll, Iowa 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

The perception of adaptive 
leadership and servant leadership  
on registered nurse well-being 

David Roy Everly 
Lorton, Virginia 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Examining the impact of membership 
on the advancement of African 
American Marine Corps officers:  
A phenomenological approach 

S. Rashmi Madusanka Fernando 
Negombo, Sri Lanka 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

A phenomenological inquiry into 
undergraduates’ lived global-
citizenship experiences within  
Study Abroad programs at Jesuit 
Catholic universities in the U.S. 
Midwest Jesuit Province 

Theresa Giorlando 
Bellevue, Nebraska 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

What you need to know to develop 
Generation Z leaders in STEM:  
A transcendental phenomenology 

Elizabeth Dawn Griggs 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Interdisciplinary Leadership

Financial reality post-retirement: 
Federal retirees
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Janine Nicole Guerra 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Redefining tradition: A critical 
examination of recruitment 
strategies and institutional policies 
for nontraditional undergraduate 
students at private Catholic  
colleges and universities 

Jonathan Drew Holland 
Columbus, Nebraska 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Navigating post-pandemic leadership 
succession in child and adolescent 
mental and behavioral health 
nonprofits in the Midwest 

Thomas Gregory Kraus 
Mendota Heights, Minnesota 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

An exploration of the relationships 
among financial pressure,  
ethical climate, and unethical  
pro-organizational behavior  
in the business setting in the  
United States 

Kelly Ann Laster 
Leander, Texas 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Exploring Catholic social teaching  
in Diocese of Austin Catholic  
high schools: A constructive 
grounded theory 

Timothy Richard Miller 
East Patchogue, New York 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

The influence of authentic 
leadership in creating conditions 
for optimal learning: A hermeneutic 
phenomenological study 

Kaeley Frances Neppl 
Manitou Springs, Colorado 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Collaboration and retention:  
A phenomenological study of  
the lived experiences of faculty  
in career and technical education 

Steven Alan O’Dell, Jr. 
Hanover, Maryland 
Interdisciplinary Leadership  

Video use in virtual meetings  
and employee job satisfaction: 
The moderating role of employee 
perceived leadership style among 
knowledge workers

Rosemary Chiyenim Okolo 
Lagos, Nigeria 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

A phenomenological study  
of the common experiences  
of undergraduate students  
in the mentoring program  
at Pan-Atlantic University 

Roxanne T. Raeside Wilton 
Dover, New Hampshire 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Regathering the flock:  
A post-pandemic case study  
of Catholic Church evangelization  

Heather Michelle Reeder 
Harker Heights, Texas 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Leading the way: Exploring the 
impact of leadership styles on 
women’s experiences in emergency 
medical services 

Michael Sepulveda 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

The leading edge: A case study 
on collaboration and leadership 
frameworks on 4 NASA space 
missions 

Jane Steinfels 
Des Plaines, Illinois 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Made, not born: Laying  
the foundation for success 

Lizzet Jasmin Stone 
San Jose, California 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

The impact of non-traditional 
mentorship experiences during 
Covid-19 as described by Latina 
graduate students 

Ann Marie Varner 
Jacksonville, Florida 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

Leadership characteristics and 
formation: Correlation with individual 
spirituality, workplace spirituality,  
and organizational commitment  
within Catholic healthcare 

Peter Thomas Welch 
Waltham, Massachusetts 
Interdisciplinary Leadership 

The lived experiences  
of undergraduate students  
at Catholic universities with  
Catholic mission and identity
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GRADUATE SCHOOL 

Academic Achievement Award
Presented to the student who demonstrates exceptional academic 
excellence, intellectual rigor and scholarship in his or her graduate 
studies and/or research.

Recipient: Shruthi Iyer 
PhD in Pharmacology and Neuroscience

Dean’s Award for Graduate Faculty Excellence
Recognizes a faculty member who has a strong record of teaching, 
demonstrates enthusiasm for learning and teaching and creates 
a supportive environment that engages all students and inspires 
original thinking in students.

Recipients: 
Sherri Brown, PhD
Professor of Theology
Kristina Simeone, PhD
Professor of Pharmacology and Neuroscience

Maurine Hamilton Award
Presented to the graduating female student who demonstrates 
outstanding academic excellence and leadership potential. 

Recipient: Janine Guerra 
EdD in Interdisciplinary Leadership

Outstanding Dissertation Award
Presented to the student whose dissertation merits recognition 
for excellence in scholarship, research and writing. 

Recipient: Justin Rudd 
PhD in Biomedical Sciences

Outstanding Graduate Mentor Award 
Recognizes a faculty member who positively influences student 
academic success, fosters an environment that is supportive  
of graduate students, and demonstrates the Jesuit ideals of  
magis and cura personalis in their interactions with students. 
Nominations submitted by students and selected by the  
Graduate Student Government.

Recipient: Marisa L. Zallocchi, PhD 
Assistant Professor of Biomedical Sciences

Outstanding Graduate Student Award
Presented to the student who demonstrates the Jesuit ideals of 
magis, cura personalis, and contemplation-in-action as evidenced  
by their engagement in their program as well as their professional 
and personal life. 

Recipient: Rashmi M. Fernando, SJ 
EdD in Interdisciplinary Leadership

Outstanding Service Award
Presented to the student who demonstrates exceptional leadership 
ability and personal commitment to community service, including 
service to graduate students, Creighton University, or the local 
community. 

Recipient: Jarrett Ryan Moses 
EdD in Interdisciplinary Leadership

HEIDER COLLEGE OF BUSINESS

Outstanding Graduate Business Student Award
Given to a student who exemplifies the Jesuit values, inspired their 
peers to be the best that they could be, and exceeded all academic 
expectations. 

Recipient: Angela Yvonne Stockdale
Master of Business Administration 

COLLEGE OF NURSING

Constance Smith-Peterson Memorial Award
An award to a graduate student who best exemplifies a commitment 
to the advancement of nursing theory and practice through scholarship, 
leadership, psychosocial skills and community service.

Recipient: Rylie Rucker 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 

DNP Practice Excellence Award
Presented to the DNP student whose efforts substantially contribute  
to an enduring practice innovation or policy implementation.

Recipient: Susan Mileham 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research Award
The CIPER IPE Award is given annually to a student in each health
profession who has demonstrated an exemplary commitment
to interprofessional education and demonstrates leadership for
future practice in interprofessional environments.

Recipient: Anne Taylor 
Doctor of Nursing Practice 

AWARDS

Graduate School, Heider College of Business and College of Nursing
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School of Law
Order of Exercises

  @creightonlaw  |  @CreightonAlumni        CreightonLaw  |  CreightonUniversityAlumni

  Creighton University School of Law

PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER
Kendra H. Fershée, JD 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs
Professor of Law

GRAND MARSHAL’S OPENING REMARKS
Yvonnda A. Summers, JD
Associate Dean of Student Affairs

PROVOST’S WELCOME 
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN 
Provost

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Abigail N. Bergstrom
Class of 2026

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Associate Professor
Heider College of Business

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

DEAN’S MESSAGE
Joshua P. Fershée, JD
Dean, Professor of Law

SENIOR CLASS SPEAKER AND  
PRESENTATION OF THE ERIC PEARSON  
OUTSTANDING FACULTY MEMBER AWARD

John Minnick 
Class of 2026

ERIC PEARSON OUTSTANDING  
FACULTY MEMBER AWARD

Leigh Ellis, JD 
Professor of Law

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES

Joshua P. Fershée, JD

Names read by
Leigh Ellis, JD

Hooding of candidates by
Richard Mangrum, JD, SJD 
Professor of Law 
Craig W. Dallon, JD 
Professor of Law 
Michael J. Kelly, JD, LLM 
Professor of Law 
Carol C. Knoepfler, JD 
Associate Professor 
Kristy A. Coté, JD 
Associate Professor
Daniel L. Real, JD 
Associate Professor
Joy M. Suder, JD  
Director, Juvenile Justice Clinic

Hossein Fazilatfar, JD 
Associate Professor 
Maryl Sattler, JD 
Assistant Dean, Academic Success
Adam Garzoli, JD 
Assistant Professor
Reha Dallon, JD 
Visiting Professor
Wm. Bruce Wray, PhD, JD 
Director, Entrepreneurship Clinic
Anton Chaevitch, PhD, JD 
Assistant Professor

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL
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CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Dean: Joshua P. Fershée, JD

  Dual degree 

JURIS DOCTOR

Arowal A. Ajuet 
Palmdale, California 

Adrián Almeida Hernández 
Columbus, Nebraska 

Sarah C. Alsup 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 

Courtney L. Andreessen 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Jancyn Irene Appel 
Kansas City, Missouri 

Corine Marie Aranda 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Trevin Tyler Barnhill 
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 

Dominick Daniel Bartels 
summa cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Sharon Bello 
Woodbridge, Ontario, Canada 

Ethan William Bennett 
St. Joseph, Missouri 

Abigail Noelle Bergstrom 
cum laude 
Damascus, Oregon 

Ciara Rae Berrier-Sena 
Pueblo West, Colorado

Mihnea D. Birlea 
Denver, Colorado 

Kassandra P. Blaisuis 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Tyra E. Brown 
Freeport, Grand Bahama, 
The Bahamas 

Nicholas Charles Bruno 
cum laude 
Denton, Texas 

Lewis Billing Bumgardner 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

Karley M. Burbridge 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Alyssa Danielle Burciaga Vela 
Midlothian, Texas 

Jack Flanagan Burns 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Jacob Dennis Call 
Roy, Utah 

McKayla Sanders Celis 
magna cum laude 
Kennewick, Washington 

Lidia Maria-Hugo Chacón 
cum laude 
Concord, California 

Henry Mitchell Chapple 
Highlands Ranch, Colorado 

Thomas Edward Codo 
Naperville, Illinois 

Ryan Michael Cody 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Alexa Margaret Coughlin 
Baltimore, Maryland 

Katherine Mary Cox 
magna cum laude 
Olathe, Kansas 

Mollie Emma Davis 
Great Mills, Maryland 

Bailey Nicole Dehning 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Joseph John Duffy Devin 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Zachary Murdock Diehl 
Rapid City, South Dakota 

Katelyn M. Donovan 
Littleton, Colorado 

Zephaniah Irene-Lenice Dow 
Houston, Texas 

Leslie Espericueta 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Richard Brian Everett, Jr. 
Hamilton, New Jersey 

Walter E. Figueroa 
Los Angeles, California 

Madisen Skyler Ford ♦
Phoenix, Arizona 

Master of Business Administration 

Ella Gallagher 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Laura Pablo Genett 
cum laude 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin 

Kenneth David Goldberg 
Miami, Florida 

Nathan Lee Charles Gordon 
cum laude 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Jared Richard Grayson 
Papillion, Nebraska 

Bryce Hunter Haas 
Greenville, Wisconsin 

Oliver T. Halliwell 
North Platte, Nebraska 

Cassandra Jo Harper 
cum laude 
Sioux Center, Iowa 

Jayden Renee Hiatt 
Omaha, Nebraska 

August Brill Hogan III 
cum laude 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 

Todd Mark Honas 
magna cum laude 
Aurora, Nebraska 

Evan David Hughes 
cum laude 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

John L. Ierulli 
Peoria, Illinois 

Gabrielle Victoria James ♦  
cum laude 
Kaneohe, Hawaii 

Master of Science, Government  
Organization and Leadership 

Ellie Antoinette Johnson 
magna cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Logan L. Johnson 
Overton, Nebraska 

Anna Claire Swearingen
Westbrook Jones 

Warrensburg, Missouri 

Mary Blanche Joyce 
Waukee, Iowa 

Zachary Michael Joyce 
Glenwood, Iowa 

Wyatt James Katich 
Reno, Nevada 

Peter Gerard Kelly 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Jordyn Lynn Koenen 
Chappell, Nebraska 

Farjana Kshuhboo 
Washington, D.C.

Peyton Drew LaFerla 
cum laude 
Weatherby Lake, Missouri 

Matt Langan 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Michael Thomas Langford 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Brody James Larson ♦ 
Harlan, Iowa 

Master of Business Administration 

Marvin Alexis Lazo 
York, Nebraska  

Christie May Leonard 
Orleans, Indiana 

Elijah Caleb Little 
magna cum laude 
Parker, Colorado 

Marlene Loo 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Allison R. Manzer 
cum laude 
Kimball, Nebraska 

Lauren Ashley Martin 
cum laude 
Brewster, Minnesota 

Caden Michael Mathewson 
magna cum laude 
La Vista, Nebraska 

Lillianne Elizabeth McClellan 
Harrisonville, Missouri 

Edward Ronald McCormick 
Beaufort, South Carolina 

Ryan Alan Miller 
magna cum laude 
Le Claire, Iowa 

John Burnworth Minnick 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

McKenna P. Montanez 
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Keana Marie Morris 
cum laude 
Johnstown, Colorado 

Sydney Rose Nelson 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Arthur Maxwell Neu 
Carroll, Iowa 

Logan Blaine Newcomer 
cum laude 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Erika Foster Olivares 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Ian M. Ostdiek 
Columbus, Nebraska 

Alex Thor Otterberg 
Elkhorn, Nebraska 

Parker Edward Petersen 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Maria Christina Piperis 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Alexa Michelle Kanani Preister 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Camryn Delaney Pressley 
South Charleston, West Virginia 

Kemp Joseph Preston 
Tallahassee, Florida 

Abbey Sylvia Quille 
Manahawkin, New Jersey 

Sadie Lynn Richards 
Papillion, Nebraska 

Nicholas Joseph Rienks 
Lincoln, Nebraska 
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April Naomi Rivas 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Luis Abraham Rizek Forner 
Caracas, Venezuela  

Cyera S. Sherrod 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Hattie Rae Shipps 
cum laude 
Norfolk, Nebraska 

Chad B. Silvey 
Farmington, Missouri 

Lauren Ann Solomon 
Aurora, Colorado 

Erin Margaret Steffens 
cum laude 
Homer, Nebraska 

Logan James Sullivan 
Madelia, Minnesota 

Stephanie J. Swenson 
Hamilton, New Zealand  

Hailee Ann Thayer 
cum laude 
Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Treasure Dawn Thodeson 
magna cum laude 
Kilgore, Texas 

Daniel Arnold Tobias 
magna cum laude 
Bakersfield, California 

Haylee J. Torres-Furtado 
Thornton, Colorado 

William J. Torres-Furtado 
Thornton, Colorado 

Anelise Trippe 
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Haylie Nikko Vallery 
Nacogdoches, Texas 

Jesse Daylon Vicker 
Creston, Iowa 

Anna A. Volenec 
cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Emma Catharine Watson 
cum laude 
Keller, Texas 

Jaylen Colin Webb 
Mesa, Arizona 

Neal Decker Webb 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Makenna Macrae Welke 
O’Neill, Nebraska 

Jason N. Wendling 
magna cum laude 
Crete, Illinois 

Natale Elizabeth Wendling ♦
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Master of Science, Government 
Organization and Leadership

Genevieve M. Westerman 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Heidi Madalynn Willy 
Vinita, Oklahoma 

Marianne Wilson 
Cooper City, Florida 

Ryan J. Wingers 
summa cum laude 
Lenexa, Kansas 

Georgina Louisa Wolfgramm 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
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Law Student Oath

I acknowledge the privileges afforded by my accomplishments 
and the support of family members, teachers, mentors, friends, 
and associates.

I acknowledge that with privilege comes duty. Accordingly,  
I commit myself to upholding the high ethical standards of  
the Creighton University School of Law, and I commit to 
upholding the Constitutions of the United States of America 
and the State of Nebraska.  

I will treat myself, my fellow students, faculty and staff with  
the utmost respect and I will serve our community in the 
pursuit of justice and without prejudice.  

I commit myself to the highest standards of integrity  
and diligence as I am entering this honorable profession.  
I take this oath freely and upon my honor.  
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Academic Attire
Academic regalia dates to the earliest — and coldest — universities. During the Middle Ages, scholars at early English  
and European universities wore wool or fur garments to stay warm in drafty stone buildings. 

The academic gown made its first recorded appearance at the University of Cambridge in 1284. The tradition crossed  
the Atlantic with King’s College in New York, now known as Columbia University, and took root in the United States. 

By the late 1800s, representatives from American universities created the Intercollegiate Code for Academic Costumes  
to standardize academic dress. The system assigned meaning to the colors and designs of caps, gowns and hoods, 
allowing observers to recognize a graduate’s degree level and alma mater by their regalia. 

Today, while gowns and hoods are no longer worn for warmth, they remain symbols of years of study and academic 
achievement. The hood is reserved for those who have earned advanced degrees beyond the bachelor’s level.

The colors
The colors used on gown trim, hood edging and cap 
tassels represent specific academic disciplines and 
professional fields. A few examples: 

Arts and 
Humanities Education Philosophy

Science Medicine Dentistry

Business Nursing Law

Occupational 
Therapy Pharmacy Physical 

Therapy
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The gown

Black is the traditional color for 
academic gowns. Sleeve styles vary 
by degree: bachelor’s gowns have 
long, pointed sleeves; master’s gowns 
feature oblong sleeves with slits at the 
ends; and doctoral gowns stand out 
with bell-shaped sleeves, velvet trim 
on the front and neck, and three velvet 
bars on each sleeve.

The cap
In the U.S., the most common 
graduation cap is the square, tasseled 
mortarboard. Master’s and doctoral 
graduates, along with faculty, often 
wear a soft cap or tam, a round velvet 
hat with a more traditional style. During 
the ceremony, graduates begin with 
the tassel on the right side of the cap 
and move it to the left after receiving 
their degree. 

The hood
The hood is one of the most 
recognizable parts of academic regalia, 
showing both the wearer’s degree  
and the institution where it was earned. 
The lining reflects the school’s colors — 
white and blue for Creighton graduates 
— while the velvet trim represents 
the degree. At Creighton, bachelor’s 
candidates do not wear hoods. 
Master’s and doctoral candidates have 
theirs placed upon them during their 
ceremonies. 



Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal
The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton 
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield, 
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family 
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come  
from the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s 
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left, 
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind 
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Ceremonial Mace  
In the Middle Ages, the mace was a club used in battle and carried by a 
bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Over the years, it began to lose  
its warlike image and became a symbol of peaceful leadership. 

At an academic institution, the mace is the symbol of the legal and chartered 
authority of the leadership to whom the board of trustees has delegated 
authority. When the ceremonial mace is present, the authority of the University 
is present. Use of the mace is reserved for occasions of outstanding importance, 
and it is an honor to bear the mace. 

The Creighton University mace was designed and fashioned by Brian K. Besack, 
operations supervisor of the University’s carpenter shop, at the invitation of  
then president, the Rev. John P. Schlegel, SJ, to commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the University.

Using a cherry wood baluster from a long-abandoned staircase in the attic of 
Creighton Hall, the oldest building on Creighton’s campus, Besack designed 
and fashioned the shaft, head and foot of the mace. Each facet of the nine-sided 
head displays a bronze, gold-plated medallion bearing the name and founding 
date of the University’s schools and colleges. Its foot is sheathed in gold-plated  
brass, and cradled in its shaft rests the official seal of the University. At its top,  
the mace is crowned with a three-dimensional blue and gold medallion symbol 
of the Society of Jesus.

Graduation Honors — Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton University catalogs. Honors for 
students with previously conferred degrees are listed in this program. Honors for students with May degrees met the honors criteria based on Fall 2025 
cumulative grade point averages. Official honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma based on Spring 2026 cumulative grade point averages. 
Honors for students who anticipate completing their degree requirements in August or December are not listed in this program. Honors will be awarded  
on the transcript and diploma at the time of degree conferral.

Degree Conferral — Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December, and May. Annual University commencement 
ceremonies are held in May for all Colleges and Schools. The hooding ritual is included in the commencement ceremony for master's- and doctoral-level 
students. An additional graduate level commencement ceremony is held in December. Students who complete their degree programs in August or 
December may attend the commencement ceremony following completion, or with the approval of the Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. 
Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all  
academic requirements are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.
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Edward Creighton John CreightonMary Lucretia Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in  
Omaha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in 
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s 
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and 
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers 
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also 
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included $100,000 in her will to establish 
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her 
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at  
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and 
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and 
construction began on the school. 

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the  
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, SJ, 
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened  
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics, 
a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty. 
The school began with 120 students ranging 
in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop 
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who 
incorporated “The Creighton University” under 
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was 
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton 
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton 
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school 
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

• College of Arts and Sciences (1878)
• School of Medicine (1892)
• School of Law (1904)
• School of Dentistry (1905)
• School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)
• Heider College of Business (1920)
• Graduate School (1926)
• College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958) 
• College of Professional and Continuing Education                                      

(Established as University College in 1983)

History of Creighton University
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Welcome to the 
Creighton University 
alumni family,
now more than 80,000 strong. While 
your time as a student is coming to a 
close, your time in our global alumni 
community is just getting started. No 
matter where life takes you, we will be 
here to support you with opportunities 
and benefits to help you stay connected. 
Bluejays for life. 

alumni.creighton.edu

OCT. 2–4, 2026
Reconnect with classmates. Reminisce about your college 
days. And remember that Creighton forever remains your 
home away from home. 
More info: creighton.edu/creightondays
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Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you 
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask 
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)

Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

  @creighton1878  |  @presidenthendrickson  |  @creightonalumni

  CreightonUniversity  |  PresidentHendrickson  |  CreightonUniversityAlumni

  Creighton University

Creighton University




