
 
 

 
 

 
 

Table 1: Rural Mainstreet Economy Last 2 Months & One Year Ago: (index > 50 indicates 
expansion) 

 Feb. 2025 Jan. 2026 Feb. 2026 

Area Economic Index 38.0 52.0 47.9 

Loan Volume 60.4 62.0 54.3 

Checking Deposits 58.7 66.0 60.9 

Certificates of Deposit and Savings Instruments 62.5 54.0 50.0 

Farmland Prices 40.0 46.0 45.5 

Farm Equipment Sales 18.2 18.8 16.7 

Home Sales 37.0 48.1 43.2 

Hiring  43.5 50.0 49.1 

Retail Business 28.3 48.1 42.1 

Confidence Index (area economy six months out) 40.0 44.0 45.8 

 
 

Table 2: The Rural Mainstreet Economy, February 2026   
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The ICBA is urging Congress to pass 
additional financial relief for U.S. 
farmers. Do you: 
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Farm loan delinquency rates for your 
bank over the past six months are: 
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Where do you expect AI to have the 
greatest impact on your banking 
operations: 

9.0% 13.6% 13.8% 22.7% 40.9% 

 
Follow Goss on X (Formerly Twitter) 

For historical data and forecasts visit Economic Outlook or Goss & Associates online. 
For ongoing commentary on recent economic developments, visit our blog 

 

http://www.twitter.com/erniegoss
https://www.creighton.edu/economicoutlook/
https://gossandassociates.com/
http://www.economictrends.blogspot.com/

