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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson,sj,pnp

The Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, sJ, PhD,

completed his seventh year as president
of Creighton University, with the end
of this academic term.

President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate,

On behalf of the entire Creighton University community, | offer my heartfelt
congratulations to you—as a member of the Class of 2022—on this
momentous occasion.

Commencement is a joyous celebration, a culmination of your hard work
and dedication, and the dawn of infinite opportunities in your life. Part of the
time you have been studying at Creighton, from March 2020 well into 2021,
presented obstacles and uncertainty due to the pandemic. You, as well as
all people of the world, faced adjustments, complications, and hardships
unprecedented in modern times. You persevered and overcame those
obstacles, and you remained devoted to the goals you had set for yourself.

I know | join your family, friends, professors, and mentors when | say that
you have my utmost admiration for your adaptability and for maintaining
your sense of purpose, commitment, and focus.

Please take a moment during this exhilarating time in your life to reflect

on the transformative journey you have undertaken, and how you have
deepened your understanding of yourself, those around you, and the world.
You are prepared to make meaningful contributions to your profession and
the communities you will join and serve. | have faith that you will be a leader
who will help others thrive and who exhibits a restlessness and thirst for
justice and equality for all.

May you take from Creighton University the best of what your Jesuit,
Catholic education offers—inquiry, imagination, and inspiration. You are
a changemaker, and the world awaits.

Know, too, that you are not alone in this journey. You are now part of a
Creighton alumni family that is nearly 80,000 strong and stretches across
the globe. Enjoy this milestone day in your life, and may God bless you
and your families.

Sincerely,

Ol

Rev. Daniel S. Herldrickson, sJ, PhD



Order of Exercises

PROCESSION

MACE BEARER
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

GRAND MARSHAL'S OPENING REMARKS
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

NATIONAL ANTHEM
Christie A. Wills
Doctor of Nursing Practice Candidate

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, sJ, PhD
Rector, Jesuit Community

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, sJ, PhD
President

DEAN’S MESSAGE
Catherine M. Todero, PhD, RN
Dean
Vice Provost, Health Sciences Campuses

STUDENT COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
Hillary L. Omisakin
Doctor of Nursing Practice Candidate

BOARD AUTHORIZATION
Presented by
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, sJ, PhD
Rector, Jesuit Community

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, sJ, PhD
President

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES
FOR EARNED DEGREES AND
CONFERRAL OF ACADEMIC HOODS
Catherine M. Todero, PhD, RN
Dean
Vice Provost, Health Sciences Campuses

Names read by
Mary Kunes-Connell, PhD, RN
Professor
Associate Dean, Academics,
Assessment and Accreditation

Hooding of graduates by
Nancy D. Bredenkamp, PhD, APRN-NP
Assistant Professor
Assistant Dean, Graduate Nursing Programs

Catherine A. Carrico, DNP, APRN-NP, FNP
Assistant Professor

Lindsay M. Iverson, DNP, APRN-NP, ACNP-BC
Associate Professor

Susan C. Connelly, DNP, APRN-NP, FNP
Associate Professor

Lorraine B. Rubarth, PhD, APRN-NP
Professor

Sara E. Banzhaf, DNP, APRN-NP, PMHNP-BC
Assistant Professor

Shelly Luger, DNP, RN
Assistant Professor

COLLEGE OF NURSING AWARDS
Jerilyn H. Kamm
Assistant Dean, Student Affairs

TURNING OF THE TASSEL

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, sJ, PhD
President

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL



CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Catherine M. Todero, PhD, RN, Dean, Vice Provost, Health Sciences Campuses

DOCTOR OF
NURSING PRACTICE

Malik Ahmic
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Foca, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Brittany Athmer
Nurse Practitioner-Psychiatric
Mental Health

Joplin, Missouri

Ashlee Michelle Au *
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Omaha, Nebraska

Maggie Louise Baldwin
Nurse Practitioner-Psychiatric
Mental Health

Centralia, Missouri

Margaret Anne Begley *
Nursing Administration and Leadership
Omaha, Nebraska

Michelle Rae Bottrell
Omaha, Nebraska

Jenna LaNae Breidinger
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Spencer, lowa

Madison Mahri Bren

Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Sioux Falls, South Dakota

Paige Elizabeth Buresh *
Nurse Practitioner-Psychiatric
Mental Health

Burchard, Nebraska

Shyla Brianne Carlson
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Central City, Nebraska

Lisa Renee Christen
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Primary Care
Hastings, Nebraska

Kristy June Cook *
Elkhorn, Nebraska

Shawna Rae Dietz *
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Mandan, North Dakota

Rebecca Ehrig*
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Omaha, Nebraska

Kristen Paige Emodi *

Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Omaha, Nebraska

Cayleen Cirillo Engler
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Lincoln, Nebraska

Katherine Delaney Eorgan
Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

The Colony, Texas

Cody Jolene Espinoza *
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Bellevue, Washington

Katherine Elizabeth Evans
Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Leawood, Kansas

Lisa Marie Field
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Bend, Oregon

Samantha Lyn Finley

Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Omaha, Nebraska

Olivia Marguerite Finn
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Tacoma, Washington

Jeorgia Jean Marie Fischer
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Bemidji, Minnesota

Maddie Marie Frederick
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Alysa Ann Galley
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Omaha, Nebraska

Amanda Faye Grosse
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Hastings, Nebraska

Emily Ann Gulley
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Lincoln, Nebraska

Kaysha Marie Halbur
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Ames, lowa

Taryn Natasha Hamer
Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Omaha, Nebraska

Hannah Louise Heinzerling *
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care

Ankeny, lowa

Molly Marie Huggins
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Minneapolis, Minnesota

Kenzie Leanne Huyser
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Sully, lowa

Michelle Marie Inzauro *
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Lincoln, Nebraska

Karlee Ann Jewell *

Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Omaha, Nebraska

Stacey Ann Kasperbauer *
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Carroll, lowa

Jennifer Lynne Kennedy >
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care

lowa City, lowa

Madeline Susan Kirk
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care

Denver, Colorado

Nicole Beverly LaValle
Nurse Practitioner-Family
St. Paul, Minnesota

Kirsten Emily Leas
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Omaha, Nebraska

Cristy Sharmel Lelievre
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Mountainburg, Arkansas

Sara Lynn Linder-Hittle
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Lincoln, Nebraska

Tanya Jane Liukonen *
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Hugo, Minnesota

Tana Rae Lukes

Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Albuguerque, New Mexico

Rebekah Jane Mabrey
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Des Moines, lowa

Lauren Leigh Mallak
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Burnsville, Minnesota

Rylee Joleen Marboe *
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Wenatchee, Washington

Sara Jane McElroy *
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Riverview, Florida

Ann Kristine Meyer *
Nurse Practitioner-Psychiatric
Mental Health

Kasson, Minnesota

Evan Meysenburg *
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Albion, Nebraska

Carla Lynn Miller
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Tacoma, Washington

Salam Tesfamichael Negash *

Nurse Practitioner-Family
St. Louis, Missouri

Theresa A. Nelson>
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Roeland Park, Kansas

Hillary Lorraine Omisakin *
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Blaine, Minnesota

Morgan Sue Overmann
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
St. Libory, lllinois

Justin Ray Parsley *
Nursing Administration and Leadership
Omaha, Nebraska

Ashley Pavelka-Smidt
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Fairfield, Nebraska

Nicole Marie Petrykowski
Nurse Practitioner-Family
St. Louis, Missouri

Erica Mary Phelps*
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
St. Charles, Minnesota

Arijana Gusic Potter
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Mapleton, North Dakota

Lindsay Prendergast
Ankeny, lowa

Meghann Melissa Reller
Glenwood, lowa

Allison Leigh Roth *
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Ankeny, lowa

Meghan Kristine Royer
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Bellvue, Colorado

Siwi Saraswati
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Clackamas, Oregon

Penny Lee Satre
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Primary Care
West Linn, Oregon

Kelli Joan Saucerman-Howard *
Nursing Administration and Leadership

Elkhorn, Nebraska

Angela Renae Schaecher
Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

Omaha, Nebraska

Melissa Sue Schnackenberg
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Cedar Falls, lowa

Mary Beth Schroeder *>
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care

Burnsville, Minnesota

*Sigma Theta Tau > Alpha Sigma Nu



DOCTOR OF NURSING PRACTICE CONTINUED

Melissa Anne Smith *
Nurse Practitioner-Psychiatric
Mental Health

Fresno, California

Kristie Lynn Stanko
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Parrish, Florida

Molly Elizabeth Stevenson
Nurse Practitioner-Pediatric Acute/
Primary Care

West Des Moines, lowa

Joslyn Paige Thomas
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Omaha, Nebraska

Nicole Marie Thompson
Nurse Practitioner-Family
Bemidji, Minnesota

Brandi Lea Walker *
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care

Washington, lowa

AmyEllen Elizabeth Walton *
Louisville, Nebraska

Jennifer Kim White *
Nurse Practitioner-Neonatal
Enumclaw, Washington

Christie Ann Wills *
Chanhassen, Minnesota

Hannah Marie Wirtz Murphy *>
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/

Gerontology Acute Care

Phoenix, Arizona

Christy Lynne Wood
Treasure Island, Florida

Elise Marie Wright *
Clinical Systems Administrator
Leavenworth, Kansas

Cassey Renee Younghans *
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Papillion, Nebraska

Rachel Joann Zimmer *
Nurse Practitioner-Adult/
Gerontology Acute Care
Omaha, Nebraska

MASTER OF SCIENCE
IN NURSING

Catherine Ann Greenheck *
Nursing Education
St. Paul, Minnesota

Lauren Ann Guthrie Jaworski
Nursing Education
Gretna, Nebraska

Kara Marie Harvey *>
Nursing Education
Papillion, Nebraska

Emily Ann Leister
Nursing Education
Omaha, Nebraska

Stephanie Ann Potter *>
Nursing Education
Gilbert, Arizona

*Sigma Theta Tau > Alpha Sigma Nu




Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal

The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield,
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come from
the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left,
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Ceremonial Mace

In the Middle Ages, the mace was a club used in battle and carried by a
bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Over the years, it began to lose its
warlike image and became a symbol of peaceful leadership.

At an academic institution, the mace is the symbol of the legal and chartered
authority of the leadership to whom the board of trustees has delegated
authority. When the ceremonial mace is present, the authority of the University
is present. Use of the mace is reserved for occasions of outstanding importance,
and it is an honor to bear the mace.

The Creighton University mace was designed and fashioned by Brian K. Besack,
operations supervisor of the University’s carpenter shop, at the invitation of
then president, the Rev. John P. Schlegel, sJ, to commemorate the 125th
anniversary of the University.

Using a cherry wood baluster from a long-abandoned staircase in the attic of
Creighton Hall, the oldest building on Creighton’s campus, Besack designed
and fashioned the shaft, head and foot of the mace. Each facet of the nine-sided
head displays a bronze, gold-plated medallion bearing the name and founding
date of the University’s schools and colleges. Its foot is sheathed in gold-plated
brass, and cradled in its shaft rests the official seal of the University. At its top,
the mace is crowned with a three-dimensional blue and gold medallion symbol
of the Society of Jesus.



Spirit of Creighton Award

Creighton University, through the Public Honors and Events Committee, annually recognizes outstanding students at
May commencement with the Spirit of Creighton Award. This is the highest student award presented by the University,
and the student receiving it does not know until his/her name is called during the commencement ceremony.

RECIPIENTS:

2021

Diego Gomez

College of Arts and Sciences
Adrienne Pyle

School of Medicine

2020
Michael Galeski
College of Arts and Sciences

2019

Nathaniel S. Hansen

School of Dentistry

Hannah O’Hagan

College of Arts and Sciences

2018

Tyler Clement

Heider College of Business
Samantha Kappenman
School of Dentistry
Samantha Stoupa

College of Arts and Sciences

2017
Nicholas Fischer
College of Arts and Sciences

2016

Tara Dammer

School of Pharmacy

and Health Professions
Brandon Warrington

College of Arts and Sciences

2015

Stephan Charles Brannan
School of Medicine

Augusta Rose Herman
College of Arts and Sciences
John Thomas McCoy
College of Arts and Sciences

and Heider College of Business

2014

Hunter Colt Allen

Heider College of Business
Douglas Richard McDermott
Heider College of Business
Sarah Elizabeth Seifert
College of Nursing

2013

Laura Haller

College of Arts and Sciences
Matthew Leedom

School of Pharmacy

and Health Professions

2012

Melissa List

School of Nursing
Edward Saito

School of Pharmacy
and Health Professions

201

Elizabeth M. Fairbairn
College of Arts and Sciences
Patrick M. O’Malley

College of Arts and Sciences

2010

Patrick Carter

College of Arts and Sciences
Marley Doyle

School of Medicine

2009

Geoffrey Hayes

College of Arts and Sciences
Danielle Potter

School of Medicine

2008

Justin Birge, Jacob Smeltzer
and Mary Skrypek

School of Medicine

Joseph M. Ortega

College of Business
Administration

2007

Brandon C. Hankey

College of Arts and Sciences
Mary Therese Rogers
School of Medicine

2006

Adam Greteman

College of Arts and Sciences
Marie Halbur

School of Dentistry

Raquel “Kelly” Orbik
College of Arts and Sciences

2005

Keith McGovern
College of Business
Administration

Kim Righter
School of Nursing

2004

Micah Kiel

College of Arts and Sciences
Gerard J. Stanley

School of Medicine
Katherine “Katie” Wadas
College of Arts and Sciences

2003

Margaret Bowie

College of Arts and Sciences
Jesse Luis Renteria

College of Arts and Sciences

2002

Nakina Mills

College of Arts and Sciences
Kurtis T. Morrison

College of Arts and Sciences

2001

Amber Van Kirk

School of Nursing

Chad N. Scholl

School of Pharmacy and
Allied Health Professions

2000

Sarah Elizabeth Waetzig
College of Arts and Sciences
Matt West

College of Arts and Sciences

1999

Eric Stener Eastmo

School of Medicine

Dawn A. Imada

College of Arts and Sciences

1998

Steven Haskett

College of Arts and Sciences
Megan Walker

College of Arts and Sciences

1997

Edward T. Dziedzic

College of Arts and Sciences
Christie Michels

College of Arts and Sciences

1996

Jennifer Naughton

College of Arts and Sciences
Ralph Ralphson

College of Arts and Sciences

1995

Trenten B. Baush

School of Law

Courtney L. Carlson

College of Arts and Sciences

1994

Robyn Davis

College of Arts and Sciences
Steve Kern

School of Medicine

1993

Jana Braklow

School of Nursing
Christopher Shaffer
School of Pharmacy and
Allied Health Professions

1992

Shirley Kern

College of Arts and Sciences
G. Scott Wall

School of Dentistry

1991

Mary T. O’Keif
School of Nursing
Melvin “Paul” Palalay
School of Medicine

1990

Bill Meduna

College of Business
Administration

Lisa Zimmerman

College of Arts and Sciences

1989

Kathryn Ault

College of Arts and Sciences
David A. McGuire

School of Nursing

1988

Mary Margaret Lawler
Graduate School
Robert J. McQuillan
School of Medicine

1987

Anne M. Duffy

College of Arts and Sciences
Daniel J. Huesgen

College of Arts and Sciences

1986

James J. Crandall Jr.
School of Dentistry
Terese A. O’Neil
School of Nursing

1985

Janet Berning

School of Nursing

Thomas J. Merkel

College of Arts and Sciences

For a complete list, visit
creighton.edu/spiritofcreighton



http://creighton.edu/spiritofcreighton

History of the Hood, Cap and Gown

Though the history of the hood, cap and gown dates back to the 14th century; it was not

until the 19th century that colleges and universities attempted to adopt a common code to
distinguish the degree, field of study and university or college conferring the degree. The
tassel color signifies the field of study. The field of nursing is signified by the apricot color. Both
the baccalaureate and master’s degree tassels are an apricot color. The gold, metallic colored
tassel is reserved solely for doctoral graduates as it represents the highest degree earned.

Gowns, though all black, do have distinguishing characteristics signifying the degree earned.
The baccalaureate gown is a simple gown with the distinguishing characteristic being a long,
pointed sleeve. The master’s gown is also distinguished by a sleeve that is more closed with
only an opening in the wrist. The doctoral gown is the most elaborate and is adorned with
velvet panels and sleeve bars.

The hood is the most distinguishing characteristic of academic regalia and is reserved only for
graduates being awarded a master’s or doctoral degree. The hood’s colors signify both the
field of study and the institution conferring the degree. The apricot color represents the field

of nursing while the blue color represents Creighton University. The doctoral hood is more
elaborate in that it is longer and the colored trim is wider than that associated with the master’s
degree hood.




Awards

Constance Smith-Peterson Memorial Award

An award to a graduate student who best exemplifies a
commitment to the advancement of nursing theory and practice
through scholarship, leadership, psychosocial skills and
community service.

DNP Practice Excellence Award

Presented to the DNP student whose efforts substantially
contribute to an enduring practice innovation or policy
implementation.

Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research Award

The CIPER IPE Award is given annually to a student in each health
profession who has demonstrated an exemplary commitment

to interprofessional education and demonstrates leadership for
future practice in interprofessional environments.

Sigma Theta Tau—lota Tau Chapter Award
A certificate and a monetary award to a graduate student
for exemplary research and scholarship.

| i,




Creighton University

Board of Trustees

Nizar N. Ghoussaini
BS'75, MS'76*
Chair

Josie Abboud, BsSN’95*

Thomas D. Barry, BSBA'88*

Rev. Casey C. Beaumier, SJ, PhD
James T. Blackledge, MBA'98*
Timothy R. Breen, SJ, Trustee Associate
Rev. Matthew E. Carnes, sJ, PhD
Rev. Christopher S. Collins, sJ,STD
Jerry K. Crouse

Diane K. Duren, BsBA'81*
Christopher J. Elias, BS'79, MD’83, HON'09*
Michael J. Finley, BsBA'83*

William J. Fox, BA'84, JD'87*

W. Gary Gates, mBaA'91*

Nizar N. Ghoussaini, BS'75, Ms'76*
Susan M. Haddix

Sharon C. Harper, BA'69*

Gail Werner-Robertson
BS'75, MS'76, JD'88"
Vice Chair

James T. Blackledge
mBA'98*
Vice Chair

Dr. Maria Harper-Marinick

Frank L. Hayes, BSBA'75*

Scott C. Heider

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, sJ, PhD
Mark W. Henkels, BsBA'83*
Catherine L. Hughes, HON’06*

Eric T. Immel, SJ, Trustee Associate
Richard T. Kizer, BsBA'71, JD'73*
Wende L. Kotouc

Rev. G. Thomas Krettek, sJ, PhD
Bruce R. Lauritzen

Rev. William P. Leahy, sJ, PhD
Derek J. Leathers

Darrell J. Lee, MmD’81*

Donald E. Montgomery, BSBA’84, JD’'89*
Chris J. Murphy

Rev. Ronald R. O’Dwyer, SJ, Trustee Associate
Dr. Janis M. Orlowski

Rev. Trevor J. Rainwater, SJ, BA"0, Trustee Associate®
Mark H. Rauenhorst, BA'75*

Robert A. Reed Jr.

Kenny G. Rocker

William J. Roe, BSCHM'76*

Dr. Patrick Saint-Jean, SJ, Trustee Associate
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, sJ, PhD

Tobin A. Schropp

Ann T. Schumacher

Nick W. Turkal, BS'78, MD'82*

Mark R. Walter, BsBa'82*

Gail Werner-Robertson, Ba's4, JD’8g*

Gary K. Witt

Patrick J. Zenner, BSBA'69*

*Creighton alumnus/alumna

President’s Council

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, sJ, PhD
President

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Jan D. Madsen
Executive Vice President

Marcus L. Blossom
McCormick Endowed Athletic Director

Catherine M. Brooks, JD
University Faculty President

Eileen C. Burke-Sullivan, sTp*
Vice President, Mission and Ministry

Mary E. Chase, EdD*
Vice Provost, Enrollment Management

Robert W. Dunlay, MmD*
Dean, School of Medicine

Joshua P. Fershée, JD
Dean, School of Law

Rev. Kevin T. FitzGerald, sJ, PhD, PhD
Interim Dean, Graduate School

Matthew C. Gerard
Vice President, University Relations

Heidi W. Grunkemeyer*
Vice President, University
Communications and Marketing

Janique K. Hayes
Presidential Representative, Staff

Anthony R. Hendrickson, PhD
Dean, Heider College of Business

Edward J. Horwitz, PhD*

Vice President,

Enterprise Risk Management
Mutual of Omaha Endowed
Chief Risk Officer

James S. Jansen, Jo*
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Bridget M. Keegan, PhD
Dean, College of Arts and Sciences

René L. Padilla, PhD
Vice Provost, Global Engagement

Russell B. Pearlman, JD
Vice President, Information Technology

Derek M. Scott
Associate Vice President,
Facilities Management

Tricia A. Brundo Sharrar, JD*
Vice President, Compliance

Judi A. Szatko
Associate Vice President,
Human Resources

Catherine M. Todero, PhD, RN, FAAN*
Vice Provost, Health Sciences Campuses
Dean, College of Nursing

Sarah Singletary Walker, phD
Vice President, Division of Equity,
Diversity, and Inclusion

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

Amy F. Wilson, PharmD
Interim Dean, School of Pharmacy
and Health Professions

Tanya A. Winegard, PhD
Vice Provost, Student Life

W. Wayne Young, Jr., PhD
Vice Provost, Student Success

*Creighton alumnus/alumna
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Endowed Chairs

COLLEGE OF NURSING

Dr. C. C. and Mabel L. Criss and Drs. Gilbert and Clinton Beirne
Endowed Chair in Nursing (2007)
Joan R. Lappe, PhD, RN, MS’85, FAAN

Keough Family Endowed Chair in Nursing (2022)
Meghan M. Potthoff, PhD, APRN-NP

HEALTH SCIENCES

O’Brien Endowed Chair in Health Sciences (2016)
Alternates between School of Medicine

and College of Nursing every 5 years.

Martha J. Todd, PhD, APRN




Edward Creighton Mary Lucretia Creighton ~ John Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

History of Creighton University

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in
Omabha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included *100,000 in her will to establish
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and
construction began on the school.

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, sJ,
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics,

a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty.
The school began with 120 students ranging

in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who
incorporated “The Creighton University” under
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

« College of Arts and Sciences (1878)

« School of Medicine (1892)

« School of Law (1904)

« School of Dentistry (1905)

« School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)

« Heider College of Business (1920)

« Graduate School (1926)

« College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958)
« College of Professional Studies (Established as University College in 1983)
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Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity
St. [gnatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)
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Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

,@CreightonNurse | @CreightonAlumni
@Creighton1878 | @CreightonAlumni

n Creighton College of Nursing | Creighton University Alumni

Graduation Honors

Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton
University catalogs. Official graduation honors are reflected on the student’s diploma and transcript.

Degree Conferral

Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December and May. Annual University
commencement ceremonies are held in May. Students who complete their degree programs in August or
December may attend the May commencement ceremony following completion, or with approval of the
Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee
a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all academic requirements
are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.

Ceremony Photos

Ceremony Photos will photograph each graduate receiving his or her diploma. Graduates will be emailed
a link to their photo proofs, or they can go to ceremonyphotos.com for more information. Questions may
be addressed to service@ceremonyphotos.com or call 402.917.6518.



http://ceremonyphotos.com
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Welcome to the
Creighton University

alumni family,

now nearly 80,000 strong. While your
time as a student is coming to a close,
your time in our global alumni community
is just getting started. No matter where
life takes you, we will be here to support
you with opportunities and benefits to
help you stay connected.

Bluejays for life.
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https://alumni.creighton.edu/news-and-events/creighton-days
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