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My identities

white, queer, nonbinary trans, 

parent, survivor, disability, 

educated

My violence prevention story



patriarchy
strength
mental health
educating about gender
Nightmares
Creighton
witnessing anonymous attack on a driver
Victim shaming
stranger-danger
Victim Shaming
George Floyd
Secondary Survivor
crisis center volunteer
Favoritism
advocates
Parental abuse
I saw my parents fighting (verbal and physical) as a child
PTSD
Depression
Alcohol
perservere
Corruption
bullying victim and excluded
Anxiety
intimate partner violence experience I had



What are the entry points into a cycle?
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Violence 
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Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, The Public’s Perspective on the United 
States Public Health System, 12/11/21-3/15/21.





When violence 
prevention is 
violent.



Power and Control Wheel

Mandated Reporting:
In low-income 
communities and 
communities of color, 
mandated reporting 
causes fear among 
professionals and 
families.

Avoidance of Care:
Parents may avoid 
care for their 
children or avoid 
disclosing 
experiences of 
poverty to prevent 
CPS reports.

Family Separation:
Unfounded reports may 
still lead to children being 
removed from their home. 
Even temporary family 
separation can be harmful 
and divert resources away 
from families.

Economic and 
Racial Disparity:
Black, indigenous, 
and families living in 
poverty are most 
likely to be involved 
with CPS.



Engage stakeholders early in the process of reforming 

the systems to make them lean more into care for the 

broader social determinants of health rather than 

punishing

Be a voice at the table

Bring exposure to issues

Hold on as long as we can without putting our 

careers/licenses at risk. Withhold information/share as 

little as possible. Broadly speaking, do less/say less, 

and focus on collaboration with our clients and families, 

and follow their lead.

talk to people, avoid assumptions

Be curious; Ask questions

Don't jump to "easy" conclusions
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Further Reading


