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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD 
President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate,

As we gather in the company of family, friends, and supporters to 
celebrate your tremendous accomplishments, let me offer my heartfelt 
congratulations on behalf of our Creighton community that you are now, 
officially, a proud member of the graduating Class of 2023.

This commencement ceremony is an incredibly special and well-deserved 
recognition of your persistence and dedication. All the effort that you have 
put in up to this point is yours to cherish as you close the book on one chapter 
and turn the page to discover something entirely new. I know I join everyone 
who has helped you and supported you along the way when I say that we 
cannot wait to see what awaits you in this world of endless possibility.

I encourage you to give yourself the chance to enjoy this special moment 
and reflect on the transformational journey that has brought you here. 
The rigor, sense of purpose, and focus needed to reach this point is not 
just something anyone can achieve; however, you can now count yourself 
among those few who can call themselves a college graduate. You have 
done something extraordinary. 

This is the same passion that I hope you bring as you go on to make 
meaningful contributions in your profession and in your community. The 
world needs you, and I have faith that you will be a leader who will remain 
steadfastly driven and compassionate because you are not just a graduate, 
you are a Creighton University graduate.

Know, too, that you are not alone on this journey. You are now part of a 
Creighton alumni family that is nearly 80,000 strong and stretches across 
the globe. May you take from your experiences the best of what a Jesuit, 
Catholic education offers—inquiry, imagination, and inspiration. You are a 
changemaker and that means you do not wait for the world to come to you; 
you go forth with a mission to make it better.

Enjoy this milestone in your life, and may God bless you and your families.

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
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Order of Exercises

Order of Exercises

PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER	
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost 

BANNER CARRIER	
Jared R. Little, DDS
Assistant Professor, Oral Biology

GRAND MARSHAL’S OPENING REMARKS	
Mark D. Essner, DDS
Chair and Assistant Professor, Endodontics

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
James K. Lemon
Class of 2023

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Rector, Jesuit Community

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

DEAN’S MESSAGE
Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Board of Trustees Member

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President 

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES AND  
CONFERRAL OF ACADEMIC HOODS

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS
Dean, School of Dentistry

Names read by
Mark D. Essner, DDS
Chair and Assistant Professor, Endodontics

Hooding of graduates by
Jennifer A. Hasslen, DDS
Associate Professor, General Dentistry

James A. Kelly, DDS
Chair and Associate Professor, Prosthodontics

OATH OF HIPPOCRATES
James A. Kelly, DDS
Chair and Associate Professor, Prosthodontics 

CLOSING REMARKS
James B. Spagna
Class of 2023

TURNING OF THE TASSEL

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL



Vision Statement

  

Vision Statement
Creighton University School of Dentistry  
is dedicated to excellence in education, 
patient care, service and research. The faculty 
and staff are passionate about developing 
dental professionals who will employ  
leading-edge knowledge and technology 
of the 21st century in the Jesuit educational 
tradition characterized by compassion, 
leadership, professionalism, creativity,  
service and social justice.
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Awards

American College of Prosthodontics  
  Your Smile. Our Speciality® Award 
Noor H Alrabaiah  

Dr. Marvin O. Ludlow, Brasseler USA Endodontics Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Miranda Lynn Anderson  

American Association of Orthodontics Award 
International College of Dentists Student Leadership Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Adhm Hussein Asfan  

American Association of Endodontics, Department of 
Endodontics Award Excellence and Harriet J. Knowles 
Daughters of the American Revolution Scholarship Award 
Timothy Matthew Balzen  

Academy of General Dentistry
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Morgan Elizabeth Wittmeier Brower  

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Kathleen Marie Daly  

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial  
Surgeons Dental Student Award 
Brennan Garth Hansen  

ZimVie Biomet Implant Concierge Award  
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Sidney Christine Hildahl-Schleuger  

American Student Dental Association Award of Excellence 
Lyndsey Kathryn Herron  

Academy of Osseointegration “Outstanding 
  Dental Student in Implant Dentistry” Award 
American Academy of Oral Medicine Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Julianne Rose Loewen  

American Equilibration Society Award 
Eli James Lohrmeyer  

Dr. Michael McGuire Award 
Bianca Michelle Luna-Ruiz  

Brian D. Stone Memorial Award 
Geraldine Flores Manansala-Martinez  

American Academy of Implant  
Dentistry Predoctoral Student Award 
DENTSPLY Tulsa Dental Leadership in Endodontics 
Quintessence Award for Clinical in Restorative Dentistry 
Valeria Morales  

Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Kyle Dean Mueller  
 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry  
Predoctoral Student Certificate of Merit 
Richard Nguyen  

Awards

Department of General Dentistry Acute Care Award 
Stephen Mark Nikodem  

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Savannah Bryn Oliver  

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Award 
American College of Dentists Student Leadership  
  Award Nebraska Section 
American Dental Society of Anesthesiology-Horace Wells  
  Senior Student Award 
Department of General Dentistry Award 
Pierre Fauchard Academy Award 
Quintessence Award for Clinical Achievement in Periodontics 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Umesh Pyakurel  

American Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Radiology Award 
American Association of Women Dentists Eleanor J. Bushee  
  Dental Student Award 
Dr. and Mrs. Philip J. Maschka Award 
Dr. Joseph M. Simpson III Award 
Whip Mix Hanau “Best of the Best” Prosthodontic Award 
Nicole Marie Radzius  

American Academy of Periodontology Award 
Kameron Brady Reddish  

Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Alexis Danielle Rollins  

American Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons  
  Dental Implant Student Award 
Bien Air 2023 Excellence in Endodontics 
Center for Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research 
International College of Dentists Student Humanitarian Award 
Quintessence Award for Research Achievement 
Abdullah Shah  

American Associaton of Public Health Dentistry Award 
Dr. Jeanne Craig Sinkford Student Leadership Award 
LaDijah Imani Shivers  

Dr. Stanley J. Honsa Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Christina Raye Siek  

American Academy of Esthetic Dentistry Award
James B. Spagna

International Congress of Oral Implantologists Predoctoral  
  Student Achievement Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Sydney Kay Waterman  

Academy of Operative Dentistry Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Jessica Min Hui Wen  

Department of Oral Biology Anatomical Sciences Award 
Dr. Darrell Lower Pediatric Dentistry Award 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon Honor Dental Society 
Brooke Ashley Zerbian  
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DOCTOR OF  
DENTAL SURGERY

Omar Sami Aasar  
Fort Wayne, Indiana  

Private Practice,  
Fort Wayne, Indiana 

Ahmed Ghassan Abou Khadija  
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice,  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Mohammad Ghassan  
  Abou Khadija  
Palm Bay, Florida  

Private Practice,  
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Abdullrazaq Ebraheem Almsallam  
Kuwait City, Kuwait 

Omar Alnaser  
Kuwait City, Kuwait 

Noor H Alrabaiah  
Kuwait, Kuwait 

Miranda Lynn Anderson  
magna cum laude 
Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho  

Private Practice,  
Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho 

Adhm Hussein Asfan  
magna cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska

Private Practice,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Johnny Nico Atencio  
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry–Ehrling Berquist 
Hospital–U.S. Air Force,  
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 

Timothy Matthew Balzen  
magna cum laude 
Boise, Idaho  

Private Practice,  
Clinton, North Carolina 

Tate Michael Barnhardt  
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice,  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Chaz James Bauer  
Carrington, North Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Carrington, North Dakota 

Abby Ann Beckwith  
Barney, North Dakota  

Public Health, Columbus, Nebraska 

Justin Dee Belk  
cum laude 
Pingree, Idaho  

Private Practice, Blackfoot, Idaho 

Kyle Mason Besaw  
Storm Lake, Iowa

Private Practice, Sheldon, Iowa

Jacob Rhys Bocchino  
cum laude 
Kansas City, Missouri  

Private Practice,  
Kansas City, Missouri 

Nicholas Martin Bocchino  
cum laude 
Kansas City, Missouri  

Private Practice,  
Kansas City, Missouri 

Adam Duane Breske  
Casselton, North Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Fargo, North Dakota 

Morgan Elizabeth  
  Wittmeier Brower  
cum laude 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Mitchel James Bulger  
Almont, Michigan  

Private Practice, Austin, Texas 

Alyssa Jae Candelaria  
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Private Practice,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Rey Gabriel Bonje Carandang  
Vicennes, Indiana  

Private Practice, Boulder, Colorado 

Jacob Paul Christman  
Pittsburg, Kansas  

Public Health, Bangor, Maine 

Grace Olivia Coen  
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Newton, Iowa  

Advanced Education in  
General Dentistry–U.S. Air Force, 
Barksdale AFB, Louisana 

Albert Cohen Sedgh  
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice,  
Los Angeles, California 

Jake Copenhaver  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Margaret Grace Corso  
Palos Park, Illinois  

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas 

Joshua Kyle Couillard  
Centreville, Virginia

Private Practice,  
Huron, South Dakota  

Benjamin Daniel Cypcar  
Hudson, Ohio

Private Practice,  
Minneapolis, Minnesota  

Kathleen Marie Daly  
Park Ridge, Illinois  

Private Practice, Chicago, Illinois 

Rodrigue Ngueguem Dikuba  
Bamenda, Cameroon 

Sydney Marie Ebben  
Wilmot, South Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Watertown, South Dakota 

Philip Andrew Ehly  
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice, Gretna, Nebraska 

Charles Thomas Emmert  
Grand Blanc, Michigan  

Private Practice,  
Grand Blanc, Michigan 

Leslie Ann Erickson  
Wahpeton, North Dakota  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Alexandra Elizabeth Ferguson  
Gadsden, Alabama  

Private Practice, Destin, Florida 

Anna Marie Forbes  
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice, Chicago, Illinois 

Avery Orvin Fossum  
Madison, Wisconsin  

Private Practice,  
Madison, Wisconsin 

Logan B. Foutz  
Farmington, New Mexico  

Private Practice,  
Spokane, Washington 

Christian Todd Fowler  
summa cum laude 
Nampa, Idaho  

Private Practice, Medford, Oregon 

James Pearce Fowler  
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Vancouver, Washington  

Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry–U.S. Air Force  
Ehrling Berquist Hospital,  
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 

Jalen Lawrence Gibbons  
cum laude 
Mountain Home, Idaho  

Private Practice,  
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Anna Rodriguez Gonzales  
Artesia, New Mexico  

Private Practice,  
Roswell, New Mexico 

Brooke M. Graff  
Malvern, Pennsylvania  

Private Practice,  
Frazer, Pennsylvania 

Katherine Frida Guevara  
Captain, U.S. Army 
Honolulu, Hawaii  

Advanced Education in  
General Dentistry–U.S. Army,  
Fort Benning, Georgia 

Derek Brian Hammelman  
Newburgh, Indiana  

Private Practice,  
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Brennan Garth Hansen  
magna cum laude 
Rawlins, Wyoming  

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
Residency–University of  
Alabama at Birmingham, 
Birmingham, Alabama 

Sidney Christine Hildahl-Schleuger  
cum laude 
Sioux City, Iowa  

Private Practice, Sioux City, Iowa 

Chandler Fleming Hodge  
Bellingham, Washington  

Public Health,  
Bellingham, Washington 

Lyndsey Kathryn Herron  
Phillips, Wisconsin  

Private Practice, Barstow, California 

Eric Clark Hunstad  
Parker, South Dakota  

Private Practice, Sioux Fallls,  
South Dakota 

Dominic Salvatore Italia  
Brattleboro, Vermont  

Private Practice, Denver, Colorado 

Morgan Wood Jackson  
Corvallis, Oregon  

Private Practice,  
Lexington, Kentucky 

Jacek D. Jasinski  
Mount Prospect, Illinois  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Jarrett Landon Jensen  
Rapid City, South Dakota  

Private Practice, Rapid City,  
South Dakota 

Levi Louis Kemper-Chavez  
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Advance Education in General 
Dentistry–U.S. Air Force,  
Langley AFB, Virginia 

Asad Khan  
Chicago, Illinois  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Emil Damian Komosinski 
Bialystok, Poland

Private Practice, Norfolk, Nebraska

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS, Dean

CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Candidates for Earned Degrees
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Lincoln William Kwasney  
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Private Practice, Denver, Colorado 

Aaron Howard Lee  
Fairview, Utah

Yeseulmi Lee  
San Diego, California

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas  

James Kirtis Lemon  
cum laude 
Hannibal, Missouri  

Private Practice,  
Columbia, Missouri 

Drew Garrett Linder  
Lincoln, Nebraska  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Julianne Rose Loewen  
summa cum laude 
Huron, South Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Huron, South Dakota 

Eli James Lohrmeyer  
Hays, Kansas

Private Practice, Salina, Kansas  

Shaneese Aquino Longboy  
Kahului, Maui, Hawaii  

Public Health, Tacoma, Washington 

Bianca Michelle Luna-Ruiz  
Deming, New Mexico  

Private Practice, Phoenix, Arizona 

Geraldine Flores  
  Manansala-Martinez  
Dededo, Guam 

Public Health,  
Olympia, Washington 

Nicholas Mantovani  
San Jose, California

Private Practice,  
Dunsmuir, California  

Sandra Ann Marshall  
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Private Practice,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Marshall Newell McArthur  
Powell, Wyoming  

Private Practice, Gillette, Wyoming 

Jacob Henry McCullough  
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Snohomish, Washington  

Patrick Michael Meehan  
Palos Heights, Illinois  

Private Practice,  
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Erin Elizabeth Meyer  
Plymouth, Minnesota  

Public Health,  
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Paul Rudolph Michaelson  
Williston, North Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Bismarck, North Dakota 

Sean Alexander Moore  
Papillion, Nebraska  

Private Practice,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Valeria Morales  
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice, Reno, Nevada 

Josiah Thomas Moutray  
St. Joseph, Missouri  

Private Practice, Ozarks, Missouri 

Kyle Dean Mueller  
cum laude 
St. Cloud, Minnesota  

Oral and Maxillofacial  
Surgery Postgraduate  
Program–University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Elizabeth Grace Neisendorf  
San Antonio, Texas  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Jeremy Parker Nelson  
cum laude 
Kennewick, Washington  

Advanced Education in  
General Dentistry–Idaho State 
University, Pocatello, Idaho 

Richard Nguyen  
cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska  

Pediatric Postgraduate  
Residency–Children’s Mercy 
Hospital, Kansas City, Missouri 

Stephen Mark Nikodem  
St. Louis, Missouri  

Orthodontic Residence– 
Georgia School of Orthodontics,  
Atlanta, Georgia 

Silvia Ogochukwu  
  Nweze-Okudo
Houston, Texas

Private Practice, Dallas, Texas 

Savannah Bryn Oliver  
magna cum laude 
Delta Junction, Alaska  

Private Practice,  
Delta Junction, Alaska 

Cooper D. Osterling  
Duluth, Minnesota  

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska 

Brandon Coze Parrone  
Peoria, Arizona  

Private Practice,  
Bozeman, Montana 

Alexia Jatin Patel  
Brainerd, Minnesota  

Private Practice, Orlando, Florida 

Preya Patel  
Hobbs, New Mexico

Private Practice,  
Lakewood, Colorado  

Erika McKenzie Paulson  
Bismarck, North Dakota  

James David Perll  
Mexico, Missouri  

Private Practice,  
Kansas City, Kansas 

Danielle Susan Pitch  
Fort Salonga, New York  

General Practice Residency–Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
Hospital, New York, New York 

Jordan Jay Priest  
Lansing, Michigan  

Private Practice, Phoenix, Arizona 

Eilis Mairead Purath  
Racine, Wisconsin  

Private Practice,  
Madison, Wisconsin 

Blake Christopher Putman  
Springfield, Illinois  

Umesh Pyakurel  
summa cum laude 
Kathmandu, Nepal

Public Health,  
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

Patrice Diana Quadrel  
cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska  

Private Practice, Tucson, Arizona 

Travis Blake Rabun  
magna cum laude 
Lone Tree, Colorado  

Private Practice,  
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Nicole Marie Radzius  
cum laude 
Muskego, Wisconsin  

Prosthodontics Residency– 
Michael E. DeBakey VA Medical 
Center, Houston, Texas 

Kameron Brady Reddish  
cum laude 
Nampa, Idaho  

Advanced Education in  
General Dentistry–U.S. Navy, 
Norfolk, Virgina 

Michael Tobin Rezich  
Rapid City, South Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Todd Richard Rohde  
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Private Practice,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico  

Alexis Danielle Rollins  
magna cum laude 
Coeur d’Alene, Idaho  

Private Practice, 
 Hayden Lake, Idaho 

Caitlyn Claire Runden  
Wheat Ridge, Colorado  

Brandon Kyle Sabinsky  
Montgomery, New Jersey  

Private Practice,  
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

Samantha Ann Sandhoefner  
Omaha, Nebraska

Private Practice, Omaha, Nebraska  

Abdullah A. Shah
Rio Rancho, New Mexico

Public Health, Las Cruces,  
New Mexico 

LaDijah Imani Shivers  
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma  

Public Health, Kansas City, Missouri 

Christina Raye Siek  
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Omaha, Nebraska  

Advanced Education in  
General Dentistry–Ehrling  
Berquist Hospital U.S. Air Force, 
Offutt AFB, Nebraska 

James Bernard Spagna  
McHenry, Illinois  

Private Practice, Phoenix, Arizona 

Michael Jerome Tafolla  
Colorado Springs, Colorado  

Allison Anne  
  VanLaecken-Heggelund  
Watertown, South Dakota  

Private Practice,  
Watertown, South Dakota 

Sydney Kay Waterman  
magna cum laude 
Aberdeen, South Dakota

Private Practice,  
St. Paul, Minnesota  

Jessica Min Hui Wen  
magna cum laude 
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota  

Private Practice, Carbon, Illinois 

Nicholas Jon Wilsdorf  
Rolla, Missouri  

Private Practice, St. Louis, Missouri 

Andrew Eugene Zeitlow  
McPherson, Kansas  

Private Practice, Wichita, Kansas 

Brooke Ashley Zerbian  
summa cum laude 
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin

Private Practice,  
Madison, Wisconsin  
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Traditions of Creighton
Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal 

The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton 
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield, 
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family 
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come from 
the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s 
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left, 
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind 
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Ceremonial Mace 	
In the Middle Ages, the mace was a club used in battle and carried by a 
bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Over the years, it began to lose its 
warlike image and became a symbol of peaceful leadership. 

At an academic institution, the mace is the symbol of the legal and chartered 
authority of the leadership to whom the board of trustees has delegated 
authority. When the ceremonial mace is present, the authority of the University 
is present. Use of the mace is reserved for occasions of outstanding importance, 
and it is an honor to bear the mace. 

The Creighton University mace was designed and fashioned by Brian K. Besack, 
operations supervisor of the University’s carpenter shop, at the invitation of  
then president, the Rev. John P. Schlegel, SJ, to commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the University.

Using a cherry wood baluster from a long-abandoned staircase in the attic of 
Creighton Hall, the oldest building on Creighton’s campus, Besack designed 
and fashioned the shaft, head and foot of the mace. Each facet of the nine-sided 
head displays a bronze, gold-plated medallion bearing the name and founding 
date of the University’s schools and colleges. Its foot is sheathed in gold-plated  
brass, and cradled in its shaft rests the official seal of the University. At its top,  
the mace is crowned with a three-dimensional blue and gold medallion symbol 
of the Society of Jesus.
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Oath of Hippocrates
One of the most widely known of Greek medical texts, the Hippocratic Oath requires new health care  
professionals to swear to uphold specific ethical standards. 

As a member of the dental profession, I shall keep this pledge and these stipulations. 

I understand and accept that my primary responsibility is to my patients, and I shall dedicate 
myself to render, to the best of my ability, the highest standard of oral health care and to 
maintain a relationship of respect and confidence. Therefore, let all come to me safe in the 
knowledge that their total health and well-being are my first considerations. 

I shall accept the responsibility that, as a professional, my competence rests on continuing  
the attainment of knowledge and skill in the arts and sciences of dentistry. 

I acknowledge my obligation to support and sustain the honor and integrity of the profession 
and to conduct myself in all endeavors such that I shall merit the respect of patients, 
colleagues and my community. 

I further commit myself to the betterment of my community for the benefit of all society. 

I shall faithfully observe the Principals of Ethics and Code of Professional Conduct set forth  
by the profession. 

All this I pledge with pride in my commitment to the profession and the public it serves. 

Oath of Hippocrates
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Board of Trustees and President’s Council
Board of 
Trustees

President’s Council
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN

Provost

Jan D. Madsen
Executive Vice President

Marcus L. Blossom
McCormick Endowed Athletic Director

A. Barron Breland, DM

Vice Provost, Faculty and Academic Affairs
Dean, Graduate School 

Mary E. Chase, EdD*
Vice Provost, Enrollment Management 

Mary Ann Danielson, PhD

University Faculty President

Rev. Kevin L. Dilworth, SJ

Chaplain, Phoenix Campus

Robert W. Dunlay, MD*
Dean, School of Medicine

Joshua P. Fershée, JD

Dean, School of Law

Rev. Kevin T. FitzGerald, SJ, PhD, PhD

Associate Professor, School of Medicine

Matthew C. Gerard
Vice President, University Relations 

Heidi W. Grunkemeyer*
Vice President, University  
Communications and Marketing 

Janique K. Hayes
Presidential Representative, Staff 

Anthony R. Hendrickson, PhD

Dean, Heider College of Business 

Edward J. Horwitz, PhD*
Vice President, Enterprise Risk Management
Mutual of Omaha 
Endowed Chief Risk Officer 

Helen Hurst, DNP

Associate Dean, College of Nursing, 
Phoenix Campus 

James S. Jansen, JD*
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Bridget M. Keegan, PhD

Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

René L. Padilla, PhD

Vice Provost, Global Engagement

Russell B. Pearlman, JD

Vice President, Information Technology

Randy R. Richardson, MD

Regional Dean, School of Medicine,  
Phoenix Campus

Cynthia M. Schmersal, EdD*
Vice President, Mission and Ministry  

Derek M. Scott
Associate Vice President,
Facilities Management 

Tricia A. Brundo Sharrar, JD*
Vice President, Compliance

Gayla M. Stoner, PhD
Dean, College of Professional  
and Continuing Education 

Judi A. Szatko
Associate Vice President,  
Human Resources 

Catherine M. Todero, PhD, RN, FAAN*
Vice Provost, Health Sciences Campuses 
Dean, College of Nursing

Sarah Singletary Walker, PhD
Vice President, Division of Equity,  
Diversity and Inclusion

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS

Dean, School of Dentistry

Susan S. Weems
Assistant Dean, School of Pharmacy and 
Health Professions, Phoenix Campus

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD*
Dean, School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions

Tanya A. Winegard, PhD

Vice Provost, Student Life

W. Wayne Young Jr., PhD*
Vice Provost, Student Success

*Creighton alumnus/alumna

Josie Abboud* 
Thomas D. Barry* 
Rev. Casey C. Beaumier, SJ, PhD

Adam R. Bohan, SJ, RN, Trustee Associate*
Timothy R. Breen, SJ, Trustee Associate

Rev. Matthew E. Carnes, SJ, PhD

Rev. Christopher S. Collins, SJ, STD

Jerry K. Crouse
Diane K. Duren* 
Christopher J. Elias, MD*
Michael J. Finley*
William J. Fox, JD* 

W. Gary Gates*  
Susan M. Haddix 
Sharon C. Harper*
Maria Harper-Marinick, PhD

Frank L. Hayes*
Scott C. Heider
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

Mark W. Henkels* 
Catherine L. Hughes*
Linda S. Hunt*
Rev. Eric T. Immel, SJ, Trustee Associate 
Stephen G. Kaniewski
Eric L. Keen
Richard T. Kizer, JD*
Wende L. Kotouc 

Rev. G. Thomas Krettek, SJ, PhD

Bruce R. Lauritzen
Rev. William P. Leahy, SJ, PhD

Derek J. Leathers
Donald E. Montgomery, JD*

Chris J. Murphy
Rev. Ronald R. O’Dwyer, SJ, Trustee Associate

Janis M. Orlowski, MD 
Mark H. Rauenhorst*
Robert A. Reed Jr.
Kenny G. Rocker 
William J. Roe*
Patrick Saint-Jean, SJ, PsyD, Trustee Associate 
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

Tobin A. Schropp, JD

Ann T. Schumacher
Nick W. Turkal, MD*
Mark R. Walter, JD*
Gary K. Witt
Patrick J. Zenner*

Nizar N. Ghoussaini* 

Chair
 

Gail Werner-Robertson, JD*
Vice Chair
 

CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY

James T. Blackledge*
Vice Chair
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Endowed Chairs

Endowed Chairs

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY

Dr. Raymond W. Shaddy Endowed Chair  
in Operative Dentistry (1994)
R. Scott Shaddy, DDS’88

Dr. Oscar S. Belzer Endowed Chair  
in Dentistry (1997)
Hardeep K. Chehal, DDS

Dr. Edward J. “Eddie” and Neta DeRose  
Endowed Chair in Dentistry (2006)
Donal D. Scheidel, DDS

Dr. Philip Maschka Chair for Ethics  
in Dentistry (2011)
James A. Kelly, DDS’04

12
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History of Creighton University

Edward Creighton John CreightonMary Lucretia Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in  
Omaha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in 
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s 
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and 
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers 
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also 
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included $100,000 in her will to establish 
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her 
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at  
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and 
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and 
construction began on the school. 

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the  
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, SJ, 
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened  
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics, 
a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty. 
The school began with 120 students ranging 
in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop 
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who 
incorporated “The Creighton University” under 
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was 
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton 
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton 
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school 
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

	• College of Arts and Sciences (1878)
	• School of Medicine (1892)
	• School of Law (1904)
	• School of Dentistry (1905)
	• School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)
	• Heider College of Business (1920)
	• Graduate School (1926)
	• College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958) 
	• College of Professional and Continuing Education (Established as University 

College in 1983)

History of Creighton University
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D.J. Sokol Arena Map

D. J. Sokol Arena Map
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Graduation Honors
Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton 
University catalogs. Honors for students with previously conferred degrees are listed in this program. 
Honors for students with May degrees met the honors criteria based on Fall 2022 cumulative grade point 
averages. Official honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma based on Spring 2023 cumulative 
grade point averages. Honors for students who anticipate completing their degree requirements in August 
or December are not listed in this program. Honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma at the 
time of degree conferral.

Degree Conferral	
Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December, and May. Annual University 
commencement ceremonies are held in May for all Colleges and Schools. The hooding ritual is included 
in the commencement ceremony for master and doctoral level students. An additional graduate level 
commencement ceremony is held in December. Students who complete their degree programs in August 
or December may attend the commencement ceremony following completion, or with the approval of the 
Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee 
a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all academic requirements 
are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.

Ceremony Photos
Ceremony Photos will photograph each graduate receiving his or her diploma. Graduates will be emailed 
a link to their photo proofs, or they can go to ceremonyphotos.com for more information. Questions may 
be addressed to service@ceremonyphotos.com or call 402.917.6518.

Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you 
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask 
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)

Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

@CreightonDental  |  @CreightonAlumni

 	@CreightonDental  |  @CreightonAlumni

	 CreightonDental  |  Creighton University Alumni

Social Media

http://ceremonyphotos.com
mailto:service%40ceremonyphotos.com?subject=
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Welcome to the Alumni FamilySept. 14–17, 2023
Join us for four days of reunion parties, campus festivities,  
food, fun, music and so much more. 
For more information, visit creighton.edu/creightondays.

Welcome to the 
Creighton University 
alumni family,
now nearly 80,000 strong. While your 
time as a student is coming to a close, 
your time in our global alumni community 
is just getting started. No matter where 
life takes you, we will be here to support 
you with opportunities and benefits to 
help you stay connected. 
Bluejays for life. 

alumni.creighton.edu

https://alumni.creighton.edu/news-and-events/creighton-days
http://alumni.creighton.edu



