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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD 
President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate,

As we gather in the company of family, friends, and supporters to 
celebrate your tremendous accomplishments, let me offer my heartfelt 
congratulations on behalf of our Creighton community that you are now, 
officially, a proud member of the graduating Class of 2023.

This commencement ceremony is an incredibly special and well-deserved 
recognition of your persistence and dedication. All the effort that you have 
put in up to this point is yours to cherish as you close the book on one chapter 
and turn the page to discover something entirely new. I know I join everyone 
who has helped you and supported you along the way when I say that we 
cannot wait to see what awaits you in this world of endless possibility.

I encourage you to give yourself the chance to enjoy this special moment 
and reflect on the transformational journey that has brought you here. 
The rigor, sense of purpose, and focus needed to reach this point is not 
just something anyone can achieve; however, you can now count yourself 
among those few who can call themselves a college graduate. You have 
done something extraordinary. 

This is the same passion that I hope you bring as you go on to make 
meaningful contributions in your profession and in your community. The 
world needs you, and I have faith that you will be a leader who will remain 
steadfastly driven and compassionate because you are not just a graduate, 
you are a Creighton University graduate.

Know, too, that you are not alone on this journey. You are now part of a 
Creighton alumni family that is nearly 80,000 strong and stretches across 
the globe. May you take from your experiences the best of what a Jesuit, 
Catholic education offers—inquiry, imagination, and inspiration. You are a 
changemaker and that means you do not wait for the world to come to you; 
you go forth with a mission to make it better.

Enjoy this milestone in your life, and may God bless you and your families.

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
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PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER 
Jason C. Bartz, PhD
Associate Dean, Academic and Faculty Affairs

BANNER CARRIER 
Randy R. Richardson, MD 
Regional Dean, School of Medicine

PROVOST’S OPENING REMARKS
Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Rector, Jesuit Community

DEAN’S WELCOME
Robert W. Dunlay, MD

Dean, School of Medicine 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Board of Trustees Member

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREE AND  
CONFERRAL OF ACADEMIC HOODS

Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

Names read by
Michael G. Kavan, PhD 
Associate Dean, Student Affairs

Hooding of graduates by
Terence L. Zach, MD

Chair, Department of Pediatrics
Thomas L. Gillespie, MD, FACS

Professor, Surgery

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE AWARDS
Michael G. Kavan, PhD
Associate Dean, Student Affairs  

CHARGE TO THE GRADUATES
Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

PHYSICIAN’S OATH
Robert W. Dunlay, MD 
Dean, School of Medicine

SENIOR CLASS SPEAKER
Christopher S. Jayne
Class of 2023

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President
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Vision Statement

  

Vision Statement
United by our Jesuit, Catholic identity, we 
transform learners into exceptional health care 
professionals and scientists who are leaders in 
advancing medicine, health and well-being. 
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DOCTOR OF MEDICINE

Zoe H. Alam  
Cedar Crest, New Mexico 

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT 
Pediatrics 

Morgan Elizabeth Andrejchak 
Concord, North Carolina 

Prisma Health–University of  
South Carolina School of Medicine,  
Greenville, SC 
Family Medicine 

Grady James Arnzen  
Spokane, Washington 

LSU Health New Orleans  
School of Medicine,  
New Orleans, LA 
Urology 

Louise Marie Asleson  
magna cum laude 
Roseville, Minnesota 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate  
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Internal Medicine 

Andrew Thomas Auer  
St. Louis, Missouri 

University of Colorado School  
of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Psychiatry  

Joshua Lawrence Babbin  
Westwood, Massachusetts 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Internal Medicine 

Olufunmilayo Modupe Badejo  
Rowlett, Texas 

Northwestern McGaw/NMH/VA, 
Chicago, IL 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Josiah Kevin Bardwell  
Northfield, Minnesota 

Health Partners Institute, St. Paul, MN 
Emergency Medicine 

Matthew James Bécar 
magna cum laude 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Anesthesiology 

Tyler Renée Bendrick  
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine 
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate  
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

Hadi Elie Berbari  
Rochester, Minnesota 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital  
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Pediatrics 

Anthony Louis Bernicchi  
Bellevue, Washington 

Spectrum Health/Michigan State 
University, Grand Rapids, MI 
Pediatrics 

Julia Anne Biagini  
Fremont, California 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ   
Psychiatry 

Ryan David Bither  
Phoenix, Arizona 

Akron General Medical Center/
NEOMED, Akron, OH 
Emergency Medicine 

Samuel Cluett Black  
magna cum laude 
Louisville, Colorado 

Baylor College of Medicine,  
Houston, TX 
Internal Medicine 

Cameron Paul Booth  
San Jose, California 

Santa Clara Valley Medical Center, 
San Jose, CA 
Transitional Year  
Case Western/University Hospitals 
Cleveland Medical Center,  
Cleveland, OH 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Haley Michelle Bremer  
Chanhassen, Minnesota 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
General Surgery 

Stephen Conrad Bruce  
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Christopher James Bruske  
Phoenix, Arizona 

University of Colorado  
School of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Pediatrics 

Megan Elizabeth 
  Burnett Tarasiewicz  
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Duke University Medical Center, 
Durham, NC 
Pathology 

Matthew Burwinkel  
Cincinnati, Ohio 

University at Buffalo Jacobs  
School of Medicine, Buffalo, NY 
Internal Medicine 

Tori Lynn Bussanmas 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Children’s Mercy Hospital,  
Kansas City, MO 
Pediatrics 

Bethany Grace Cagle  
Rome, Georgia 

Swedish Medical Center, Seattle, WA 
General Surgery 

Talia Anastasia Cao  
Chino Hills, California 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
Nashville, TN 
Neurology 

Kathryn Ann Carpenter  
cum laude 
Medina, Minnesota 

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT 
Pediatrics 

Victor Robert Chalfant  
Long Beach, California

Southern Illinois University,
Springfield, Illinois
Urology 

Shaeker Chandran  
Lombard, Illinois 

University of Illinois  
College of Medicine, Chicago, IL 
Internal Medicine 

Anne Cheng  
Torrance, California 

Stanford Health Care, Stanford, CA 
Pathology 

Hannah Elizabeth Chin  
Camarillo, California 

UPMC Medical Education,  
Pittsburgh, PA 
Pediatrics 

Hector Arturo Chong  
Phoenix, Arizona 

Abrazo Health Network,  
Goodyear, AZ     
Transitional Year 
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Tavishi Chopra  
Aurora, Colorado 

University of Colorado  
School of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Pediatrics 

Wesley Isaac Chow  
Happy Valley, Oregon 

Scripps Mercy Hospital,  
San Diego, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Matthew Collins  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Internal Medicine 

James Graham Cross  
Springfield, Illinois 

Rush University Medical Center, 
Chicago, IL 
Neurology 

Hannah Quick Darland  
Durango, Colorado 

Children’s Mercy Hospital,  
Kansas City, MO 
Pediatrics 

Jared Peralta de Joya  
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Harbor–UCLA Medical Center, 
Torrance, CA 
Neurology 

Anthony Sean de Leon  
Kirkland, Washington 

University of Michigan Hospitals,  
Ann Arbor, MI 
Internal Medicine 

Alyssa Lauren Delia  
O’Fallon, Illinois 

University of Texas at Austin Dell 
Medical School, Austin, TX 
Pediatrics 

Joseph Anthony DiGuiseppi  
Fox Point, Wisconsin 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Pediatrics 

Tyler Doan  
Irvine, California 

Rutgers – Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School, New Brunswick, NJ 
General Surgery 

Elizabeth Anne Dorchuck  
Parker, Colorado 

University of Arizona  
College of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ 
Medicine–Pediatrics 

Jane Elizabeth Driano  
Sunfish Lake, Minnesota 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital  
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Pediatrics 

Margaret Elizabeth Driscoll  
cum laude 
Portland, Oregon 

University of North Carolina Hospitals, 
Chapel Hill, NC 
Emergency Medicine 

Ashley Elizabeth Dundon  
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital  
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Pediatrics 

Kaylee Oakes Dykstal  
cum laude 
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Vincent Paul Eaton  
Brooklyn, New York 

NYU Long Island School of Medicine, 
Long Island, NY 
Preliminary Surgery 

Connor Joseph Eggleston  
Clarkston, Washington 

University of Colorado  
School of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Internal Medicine 

Robert W. Dunlay, MD, Dean

CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Candidates for Earned Degrees
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Sarah Elizabeth Eversman  
magna cum laude 
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Kiely Danielle Fagundes  
San Jose, California 

Baylor College of Medicine,  
Houston, TX 
Pediatrics 

Alyssa Marie Finger  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
Internal Medicine 

Tom George  
Mount Prospect, Illinois 

Rush University Medical Center, 
Chicago, IL 
Internal Medicine 

Anna Elizabeth Gerst  
St. Charles, Missouri 

St. Louis Children’s Hospital,  
St. Louis, MO 
Pediatrics 

Katelyn Marie Gibson  
Highland, Illinois 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Jacob Alexander Gohdes  
Golden, Colorado 

University of Missouri,  
Kansas City, MO 
Medicine–Pediatrics 

Alyssa Victoria Goodman  
St. Louis, Missouri 

University of Kansas  
School of Medicine, Kansas City, KS 
Emergency Medicine 

Peter Matthew Granger  
magna cum laude 
Butte, Montana 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Jacksonville, FL 
Plastic Surgery 

Emilee Maye Greager  
Evergreen, Colorado 

Johns Hopkins All Children’s Hospital, 
St. Petersburg, FL 
Pediatrics 

Jordyn Kathleen Grewal  
Berthoud, Colorado 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
Nashville, TN 
Preliminary Surgery 

Luke Robert Gudde  
Scottsdale, Arizona 

University of Arizona  
College of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Surgery 
University of Texas Medical School, 
Houston, TX 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Varun Kumar Gupta  
Northbrook, Illinois 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
General Surgery 

Neil Aaron Haley  
Columbus, Montana 

UC San Francisco, Fresno, CA 
Emergency Medicine 

Luke A. Hallman  
Lakewood, Colorado 

MercyOne North Iowa  
Medical Center, Waterloo, IA 
Family Medicine 

Sarah Victoria Harrison  
Fort Worth, Texas 

Cambridge Health Alliance, 
Cambridge, MA 
Internal Medicine 

Bradley Donald Haupts  
Waukee, Iowa 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Surgery 

Heidi Jean Henderson  
Portland, Oregon 

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Shelby Eileen Herr  
Helotes, Texas 

University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical School, Dallas, TX 
Neurology 

Madeline Kate Holloway  
Canton, Illinois 

Mercy Hospital, St. Louis, MO 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Alexander James Holm  
Red Wing, Minnesota 

University of South Dakota Sanford 
School of Medicine, Sioux Falls, SD 
Transitional Year 
University Hospitals, Columbia, MO 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Masha Ilin Impallaria  
Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Psychiatry 

Bahareh Jabbari  
Baltimore, Maryland 

University of Maryland  
Medical Center, Baltimore, MD 
Psychiatry 

Blake Ballard Jackson 
Salt Lake City, Utah 

University of Kentucky  
Medical Center, Lexington, KY 
Preliminary Surgery 

Robert Janiszewski  
magna cum laude 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Allegheny General Hospital, 
Allegheny, PA  
Preliminary Medicine 
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, 
Winston-Salem, NC 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Christopher Stephen Jayne  
Newburyport, Massachusetts 

St. Joseph’s Medical Center,  
Stockton, CA 
Orthopaedic Surgery 

Michelle Meiling Ji  
Lakeville, Minnesota 

Maimonides Medical Center, 
Brooklyn, NY 
Emergency Medicine 

Alexander Benjamin Singh Johar  
Chesterfield, Missouri 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Urology 

Ross Joseph Johnson  
Phoenix, Arizona 

Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA 
Psychiatry 

Nicole Kaley  
magna cum laude 
Parker, Colorado 

University of Cincinnati  
Medical Center, Cincinnati, OH 
Thoracic Surgery 

Pooja Kasinath  
Basking Ridge, New Jersey 

Rutgers – Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School, New Brunswick, NJ 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Cameron Jewell Kell  
Kirkwood, Missouri 

SIU Decatur, Decatur, IL 
Family Medicine 

Dorothy Xuanxian Kenny  
summa cum laude 
Granite Bay, California 

UC Davis Medical Center, 
Sacramento, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Mary Grace Kenny  
Glen Ellyn, Illinois 

Ascension Resurrection, Chicago, IL 
Transitional Year 
Advocate Health Care, Chicago, IL 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Jeffrey Warren Kepple  
Bellevue, Washington 

Providence Sacred Heart  
Medical Center, Spokane, WA   
Transitional Year 
University of Colorado  
School of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation 

Julie Ann Klock  
River Forest, Illinois 

Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH 
Urology 

Stephen Jerome Kovach  
Naperville, Illinois 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Preliminary Medicine 
Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Grant Kozeny  
Wheaton, Illinois 

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, 
Winston-Salem, NC 
Pathology 

Christian Frederic Krause  
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
Psychiatry 

Molly Elizabeth Kubesh  
Golden, Colorado 

Children’s Mercy Hospital,  
Kansas City, MO 
Pediatrics 

Kristina Laurel Kunes  
San Diego, California 

Oregon Health and Science 
University, Portland, OR 
Internal Medicine 

Nicolas Phillip Kuttner  
cum laude 
Aurora, Colorado 

Ohio State University Medical Center, 
Columbus, OH 
Orthopaedic Surgery 

David Kwasnik  
Staten Island, New York 

Steward Carney Hospital, Boston, MA 
Transitional Year 
Allegheny General Hospital, 
Allegheny, PA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Charissa Lau  
Los Angeles, California 

UC Irvine Medical Center, Orange, CA 
Pediatrics 

Alvina Phoumsavanh Le  
Santa Ana, California 

UC Irvine Medical Center, Orange, CA 
Pediatrics 

Austin Van Le  
Lee’s Summit, Missouri 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine 

Zachary Grant LeBaron  
Loveland, Colorado 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine 
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Anne Rose Lentino  
Libertyville, Illinois 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Pediatrics 

Madison M. Lynam 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Tufts Medical Center, Boston, MA 
Psychiatry 

Marika Elisabeth Maggos  
Mount Prospect, Illinois 

University of Illinois  
College of Medicine, Chicago, IL 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Joel William Malwitz  
Lake Elmo, Minnesota 

University of Utah Health,  
Salt Lake City, UT 
Pediatrics 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  CONTINUED
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Ashleigh Laura Manktelow  
Old Forge, New York 

University of Rochester/ 
Strong Memorial, Rochester, NY 
Internal Medicine 

Daniel John Markunas  
Oak Lawn, Illinois 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Internal Medicine 

Patrick James Marta  
Sacramento, California 

Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, 
Torrance, CA 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Eryberto Martinez  
Roy, Utah 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Scottsdale, AZ 
Anesthesiology 

Christopher Nirmal Mathews  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Internal Medicine  

Jacob Charles Mathy  
Onalaska, Wisconsin 

University of South Dakota Sanford 
School of Medicine, Sioux Falls, SD 
Psychiatry 

Mary Claire Mayerchak  
Rochester, Minnesota 

Gunderson Lutheran Medical 
Foundation, La Crosse, WI 
Internal Medicine 

Jennifer Nicole McCormick  
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Lehigh Valley Hospital, Allentown, PA 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Brooke Anne McGill  
Santa Barbara, California 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
General Surgery 

Nancy Helen Mejias  
Captain, U.S. Air Force 
Homestead, Florida 

Naval Medical Center, San Diego, CA 
Transitional Year 
Naval Medical Center, San Diego, CA 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Andrew John Metz  
New Brighton, Minnesota 

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, Minneapolis, MN 
Neurology 

Eugene Moon  
Fullerton, California 

St. Mary’s Medical Center,  
San Francisco, CA 
Preliminary Medicine 
Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Dillon Bellest Nerland  
Woodstock, Illinois 

Central Michigan University  
College of Medicine, Saginaw, MI 
Emergency Medicine 

Samuel Charles Neubuerger  
Sacramento, California 

Sutter Health, Roseville, CA 
Preliminary Surgery 

Michelle Tu-Quyen Ngo  
Boise, Idaho 

UC Davis Medical Center, 
Sacramento, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Anny Huynh Nguyen  
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 

Baylor College of Medicine,  
San Antonio, TX 
Pediatrics 

Steven Mau Nguyen  
Monterey, California 

Riverside University Health System, 
Riverside, CA 
Psychiatry 

Morgan Elizabeth Noel  
Henderson, North Carolina 

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, 
Winston-Salem, NC 
Orthopaedic Surgery 

Elle Celia Nuttall  
summa cum laude 
Rochester, Minnesota 

University of Wisconsin Hospitals  
and Clinics, Madison, WI 
Otolaryngology 

Mari Hatsumi Kawehilani Ogino  
Pearl City, Hawaii 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Ophthalmology 

Molly Ann Olsen  
McMinnville, Oregon 

Kirk Kerkorian School of Medicine  
at UNLV, Las Vegas, NV 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Heerali Hitesh Patel  
Laguna Niguel, California 

Baylor College of Medicine,  
Houston, TX 
Pediatrics 

Mitchel Pham  
Yorba Linda, California 

UHS Southern California Medical 
Education Consortium, Temecula, CA  
Transitional Year 
University of Rochester/ 
Strong Memorial, Rochester, NY 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Cecelia Clare Plaehn  
Boston, Massachusetts 

Boston University Medical Center, 
Boston, MA 
Family Medicine 

Alexandra Danielle Plavsa  
Cedar Lake, Indiana 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
General Surgery 

Anna A. Podber 
Buffalo Grove, Illinois 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Preliminary Surgery 

Dillon Richard Polito  
Oceanside, California 

Community Memorial Health  
System, Ventura, CA 
Psychiatry 

Robert Michael Potenza  
Mount Kisco, New York 

University of Maryland  
Medical Center, Baltimore, MD 
Internal Medicine 

Reuben Peter Powell  
Topeka, Kansas 

University of Texas Medical Branch, 
Galveston, TX 
Pathology 

Miranda Diane Prints  
magna cum laude 
Orangevale, California 

UC San Francisco, Fresno, CA 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Danielle-Aditi Harrish Raikar  
cum laude 
Blaine, Minnesota 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Plastic Surgery 

Charlotte Anne Ritchie  
Hillsboro, Oregon 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Psychiatry 

Matthew Patrick Sacco  
Tucson, Arizona 

Loyola University Medical Center, 
Maywood, IL 
Internal Medicine 

Thomas Sanchez  
Lisle, Illinois 

Lexington Medical Center,  
Columbia, SC 
Family Medicine 

Alexander Kenji Sasaki  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

University of Texas Health Science 
Center, San Antonio, TX 
Internal Medicine 

Eva Elizabeth Schaible  
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Internal Medicine 

Tyler Randall Schermann  
summa cum laude 
Lakeville, Minnesota 

University of Rochester/ 
Strong Memorial, Rochester, NY 
General Surgery 

Abigail Grace Schneller  
summa cum laude 
Puyallup, Washington 

Vanderbilt University Medical Center, 
Nashville, TN 
Pediatrics 

Ayushi Dutt Sharma  
Fremont, California 

Baylor Scott & White  
Medical Center, Temple, TX 
Plastic Surgery 

Samuel Adam Shea  
La Grange, Illinois 

Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, 
Winston-Salem, NC 
Psychiatry 

Michael Joseph Shonnard  
Captain, U.S. Army 
magna cum laude 
Carson City, Nevada 

Tripler Army Medical Center, 
Honolulu, HI 
Transitional Year 
Tripler Army Medical Center, 
Honolulu, HI 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Graison Lamendola Sitenga  
summa cum laude 
Homer, Alaska 

University of South Dakota Sanford 
School of Medicine, Sioux Falls, SD 
Transitional Year  
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Rochester, MN 
Dermatology 

Margaret Hogan Smoot  
Green Bay, Wisconsin 

University of Wisconsin Hospitals  
and Clinics, Madison, WI 
Anesthesiology 

Swathi Somisetty  
Johnston, Iowa 

University of Arizona  
College of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine 

Kishan Kaushik Srikanth  
Plano, Texas 

Kaiser Permanente,  
San Francisco, CA 
Internal Medicine 

Kari Lynn Stauss  
Minnetonka, Minnesota 

University of Arizona  
College of Medicine, Phoenix, AZ 
Family Medicine 

Athena Marie Strother 
St. Peters, Missouri 

University of Missouri,  
Kansas City, MO 
Family Medicine 

Shayne Takumi Sumida  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

HonorHealth, Scottsdale, AZ 
Preliminary Medicine   
HonorHealth, Scottsdale, AZ 
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation 

Megan Nicole Thomas  
Fredericksburg, Virginia 

Barrow Neurological Institute  
at SJHMC, Phoenix, AZ 
Neurology 

Robert William Thomas  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Loma Linda University, Loma Linda, CA 
Preliminary Medicine 
Loma Linda University, Loma Linda, CA 
Ophthalmology 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  CONTINUED
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Amy Lynn Ticknor  
Middleton, Wisconsin 

Medical College of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, WI 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Elise Alexandra Tidwell  
Durango, Colorado 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Claire Elisabeth Tolan  
Rosemount, Minnesota 

University of Chicago  
Medical Center, Chicago, IL 
Otolaryngology 

Kathleen Dan Tor  
Pasadena, California 

Kaiser Permanente,  
Woodland Hills, CA 
Family Medicine 

Ellen Rose Townley  
Omaha, Nebraska 

University of Minnesota  
Medical School, Minneapolis, MN 
Pediatrics 

Julia Brooke Tunze  
cum laude 
St. Charles, Missouri 

Spectrum Health/Michigan State 
University, Grand Rapids, MI 
Obstetrics and Gynecology 

Tyne Olivia Tyson  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Trident Medical Center,  
North Charleston, SC 
Internal Medicine 

Arjun Krishna Vadlamudi  
Vacaville, California 

University of Colorado School  
of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Psychiatry 

Grace Elizabeth Vitek  
Lieutenant, U.S. Navy 
Elmhurst, Illinois 

University of Colorado  
School of Medicine, Denver, CO 
Neurology 

Ansar Ahmad Wali  
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Wilmer Eye Institute/Johns Hopkins 
University, Baltimore, MD 
Ophthalmic Pathology Fellowship 

Michael Casey Weston  
summa cum laude 
Steamboat Springs, Colorado 

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate 
Medical Education, Phoenix, AZ 
Diagnostic Radiology 

Claire Creighton Willman  
cum laude 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Vanderbilt University  
Medical Center, Nashville, TN 
Psychiatry 

Jesse Woo  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Creighton University, Omaha, NE 
Psychiatry 

Rachel Marie Wright  
Spokane, Washington 

HCA Houston Healthcare,  
Houston, TX 
General Surgery 

Steven Victor Yackley  
Buhler, Kansas 

University of Nebraska  
Medical Center, Omaha, NE 
Internal Medicine 

Anthony Y. Yeung  
Fremont, California 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

Ragul Yuvaraj  
Glendale, Arizona 

Creighton University, Phoenix, AZ 
Internal Medicine 

 

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE  CONTINUED



Physician’s Oath 
 
As I enter the practice of medicine, I solemnly pledge  
to give my life and talents to the service of humanity.  
I will practice medicine with conscience and dignity.  
I will not permit considerations of race, gender, sexual 
orientation, religion, nationality, ideology or social standing 
to intervene between my art and my patient. The health  
and life of my patient will be my first consideration and  
I will abstain from whatever is deleterious or mischievous.  
I will hold in confidence all that my patient confides in me.

I will give respect and gratitude to my deserving teachers 
and all who have helped me in my pursuit of knowledge, 
empathy and wisdom. My colleagues will be my brothers  
and sisters and, by instruction and example, we will impart  
a knowledge of the art to those who wish to learn it.

I will maintain the utmost respect for human life and the 
dignity of my fellow man. I will not use my knowledge 
contrary to the laws of humanity and will strive to do  
no harm.

May God grant me the wisdom and compassion to practice 
this art. I make this oath freely and upon my honor.

Physician’s Oath 
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Traditions of Creighton
Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal 

The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton 
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield, 
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family 
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come from 
the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s 
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left, 
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind 
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Ceremonial Mace  
In the Middle Ages, the mace was a club used in battle and carried by a 
bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Over the years, it began to lose its 
warlike image and became a symbol of peaceful leadership. 

At an academic institution, the mace is the symbol of the legal and chartered 
authority of the leadership to whom the board of trustees has delegated 
authority. When the ceremonial mace is present, the authority of the University 
is present. Use of the mace is reserved for occasions of outstanding importance, 
and it is an honor to bear the mace. 

The Creighton University mace was designed and fashioned by Brian K. Besack, 
operations supervisor of the University’s carpenter shop, at the invitation of  
then president, the Rev. John P. Schlegel, SJ, to commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the University.

Using a cherry wood baluster from a long-abandoned staircase in the attic of 
Creighton Hall, the oldest building on Creighton’s campus, Besack designed 
and fashioned the shaft, head and foot of the mace. Each facet of the nine-sided 
head displays a bronze, gold-plated medallion bearing the name and founding 
date of the University’s schools and colleges. Its foot is sheathed in gold-plated  
brass, and cradled in its shaft rests the official seal of the University. At its top,  
the mace is crowned with a three-dimensional blue and gold medallion symbol 
of the Society of Jesus.
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History of Academic Attire
Examples of representative colors for degrees are: 

Arts, Letters, Humanities .................................... white
Education ................................................................. light blue
Philosophy ............................................................... dark blue
Science ..................................................................... golden yellow
Medicine .................................................................. dark green 

 • The doctor’s hood, in particular, signifies that an academic 
faculty has considered the recipient of such a hood to be 
mature in judgment, consistent in scholarship, and responsible 
in action.

 • The cap, a soft velvet hat in European and Canadian 
universities, but a square mortarboard in American 
universities, bears a gold tassel for the doctorate.

Although the standards and dress of academic garb have been 
revised periodically, they have changed very little since their 
inception and are pretty much as you see them tonight.

The history and significance of the hooding ceremony dates 
to the 12th century when many European universities required 
gowns of their cleric students. Although gowns and hoods may 
have served more utilitarian purposes in the days when these 
scholars frequented unheated buildings, these garments, then,  
as now, signify intellectual achievement and status. 

The academic gown was first used at the University of Cambridge 
in 1284, and was soon followed by the University of Oxford. The 
custom was brought to the United States in colonial times by 
King’s College in New York, now Columbia University. 

In 1885, American universities and colleges standardized 
academic styles and developed the Intercollegiate Code for 
Academic Costumes. In general, the academic regalia has 
followed the Cambridge tradition with the characteristic elements 
of the gown, hood and the cap.

To assist in the identification of the academic garb worn today, 
please note the following:

 • The gown is usually of black material, specifically silk for the 
doctorate. It has wide, round, open sleeves that are faced  
with panels of velvet and have three chevrons of velvet  
across each sleeve. 

 • The hood, which drapes down the back, identifies the  
nature and source of the degree. 

 • The color of the velvet edge represents the academic 
category of the degree, and the colors of the silk lining 
represent the institution.

History of Academic Attire
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Awarded at an earlier ceremony.

Class Officers

Health Sciences Multicultural and Community Affairs

Alpha Sigma Nu National Jesuit Honor Society

Alpha Omega Alpha Medical Honor Society, for scholarship, 
personal integrity, compassion, and potential leadership in the 
field of medicine. 

Gold Humanism Honor Society, for integrity, respect, 
compassion, empathy, and altruism—the qualities of the 
humanistic healer.

Aesculapian Award, for guidance, compassion, and selfless 
service to the class, community, and university. 

Carole R. and Peter E. Doris, MD, Outstanding Student  
in Emergency Medicine Endowed Award, for excellent 
performance by a student entering the field of emergency 
medicine, Omaha Campus. 

Outstanding Medical Student in Family Medicine Award, 
presented by the Department of Family Medicine,  
Phoenix Campus.

Walter J. O’Donohue, Jr., MD, Achievement Award, for the senior 
student whose academic excellence, altruism, and high ethical 
standards demonstrate the legacy of Dr. Walter J. O’Donohue, 
Omaha Campus.

Outstanding Student Award, presented by the Department of  
Internal Medicine, for the student who exemplifies the qualities  
of a physician—outstanding academic ability, strong clinical skills, 
empathy, and high professional standards, Omaha Campus.

The Research Award, presented by the Department of Internal 
Medicine, goes to an individual student who has demonstrated 
outstanding achievement in research carried out in the 
Department of Medicine, Omaha Campus.

Outstanding Medical Student in Internal Medicine Award, 
presented by the Department of Internal Medicine,  
Phoenix Campus.

Outstanding Medical Student in Neurology Award,  
presented by the Department of Neurology, Phoenix Campus.

Dr. Walter J. Holden Obstetrics and Gynecology Outstanding 
Student Award, for outstanding performance in Obstetrics  
and Gynecology, Omaha Campus.

Outstanding Medical Student in Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Award, presented by the Department of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology, Phoenix Campus.

Awards
Awards

Outstanding Medical Student in Pediatrics Award,  
presented by the Department of Pediatrics, Omaha Campus.

Outstanding Medical Student in Pediatrics Award,  
presented by the Department of Pediatrics, Phoenix Campus. 

Dr. Frank J. Menolascino Department of Psychiatry Award, 
for outstanding academic ability, strong clinical skills, maturity, 
dedication to learning, and high professional standards  
in psychiatry, Omaha Campus.

Jason P. Caplan Psychiatry Excellence Award, presented by  
the Department of Psychiatry, Phoenix Campus.

Carole R. Doris and Peter E. Doris, MD, Outstanding Student  
in Radiology Endowed Award, for excellent performance  
by a student entering the field of radiology, Omaha Campus.

John F. Sheehan Award for Excellence in Pathology, for 
exceptional academic performance in Pathology, Omaha Campus.

William Albano Surgical Award, in recognition of outstanding  
research activity, Omaha Campus.

Surgery Outstanding Student Award, for the student who most 
exemplifies the qualities of a surgeon—scholarship, integrity, and 
humane dedication to surgical patients, their problems, and care, 
Omaha Campus.

Outstanding Medical Student in General Surgery Award, 
presented by the Department of Surgery, Phoenix Campus.

Outstanding Service to the School of Medicine, presented  
by the Offices of Student Affairs and Medical Education.

Outstanding Service to the School of Medicine, presented  
by the Office of Medical Admissions.

Dr. Adolph and Ruth Sachs Prize, for the senior who has attained 
exceptionally high academic achievement during all four years  
of study. 

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Faculty Award, 
presented by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation to a faculty member 
for exceptional compassion and empathy, who serves as a role 
model for students and colleagues alike, and who shows genuine 
concern for others in the practice of medicine. 

The Leonard Tow Humanism in Medicine Student Award, 
presented by the Arnold P. Gold Foundation, to a graduating 
senior for exceptional compassion and empathy, and who  
shows genuine respect for others. 
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Board of Trustees and President’s Council

Board of 
Trustees

President’s Council
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

President

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN

Provost

Jan D. Madsen
Executive Vice President

Marcus L. Blossom
McCormick Endowed Athletic Director

A. Barron Breland, DM

Vice Provost, Faculty and Academic Affairs
Dean, Graduate School 

Mary E. Chase, EdD*
Vice Provost, Enrollment Management 

Mary Ann Danielson, PhD

University Faculty President

Rev. Kevin L. Dilworth, SJ

Chaplain, Phoenix Campus

Robert W. Dunlay, MD*
Dean, School of Medicine

Joshua P. Fershée, JD

Dean, School of Law

Rev. Kevin T. FitzGerald, SJ, PhD, PhD

Associate Professor, School of Medicine

Matthew C. Gerard
Vice President, University Relations 

Heidi W. Grunkemeyer*
Vice President, University  
Communications and Marketing 

Janique K. Hayes
Presidential Representative, Staff 

Anthony R. Hendrickson, PhD

Dean, Heider College of Business 

Edward J. Horwitz, PhD*
Vice President, Enterprise Risk Management
Mutual of Omaha 
Endowed Chief Risk Officer 

Helen Hurst, DNP

Associate Dean, College of Nursing, 
Phoenix Campus 

James S. Jansen, JD*
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary

Bridget M. Keegan, PhD

Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

René L. Padilla, PhD

Vice Provost, Global Engagement

Russell B. Pearlman, JD

Vice President, Information Technology

Randy R. Richardson, MD

Regional Dean, School of Medicine,  
Phoenix Campus

Cynthia M. Schmersal, EdD*
Vice President, Mission and Ministry  

Derek M. Scott
Associate Vice President,
Facilities Management 

Tricia A. Brundo Sharrar, JD*
Vice President, Compliance

Gayla M. Stoner, PhD
Dean, College of Professional  
and Continuing Education 

Judi A. Szatko
Associate Vice President,  
Human Resources 

Catherine M. Todero, PhD, RN, FAAN*
Vice Provost, Health Sciences Campuses 
Dean, College of Nursing

Sarah Singletary Walker, PhD
Vice President, Division of Equity,  
Diversity and Inclusion

Jillian A. Wallen, BDS, MS

Dean, School of Dentistry

Susan S. Weems
Assistant Dean, School of Pharmacy and 
Health Professions, Phoenix Campus

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD*
Dean, School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions

Tanya A. Winegard, PhD

Vice Provost, Student Life

W. Wayne Young Jr., PhD*
Vice Provost, Student Success

*Creighton alumnus/alumna

Josie Abboud* 
Thomas D. Barry* 
Rev. Casey C. Beaumier, SJ, PhD

Adam R. Bohan, SJ, RN, Trustee Associate*
Timothy R. Breen, SJ, Trustee Associate

Rev. Matthew E. Carnes, SJ, PhD

Rev. Christopher S. Collins, SJ, STD

Jerry K. Crouse
Diane K. Duren* 
Christopher J. Elias, MD*
Michael J. Finley*
William J. Fox, JD* 

W. Gary Gates*  
Susan M. Haddix 
Sharon C. Harper*
Maria Harper-Marinick, PhD

Frank L. Hayes*
Scott C. Heider
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD

Mark W. Henkels* 
Catherine L. Hughes*
Linda S. Hunt*
Rev. Eric T. Immel, SJ, Trustee Associate 
Stephen G. Kaniewski
Eric L. Keen
Richard T. Kizer, JD*
Wende L. Kotouc 

Rev. G. Thomas Krettek, SJ, PhD

Bruce R. Lauritzen
Rev. William P. Leahy, SJ, PhD

Derek J. Leathers
Donald E. Montgomery, JD*

Chris J. Murphy
Rev. Ronald R. O’Dwyer, SJ, Trustee Associate

Janis M. Orlowski, MD 
Mark H. Rauenhorst*
Robert A. Reed Jr.
Kenny G. Rocker 
William J. Roe*
Patrick Saint-Jean, SJ, PsyD, Trustee Associate 
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD

Tobin A. Schropp, JD

Ann T. Schumacher
Nick W. Turkal, MD*
Mark R. Walter, JD*
Gary K. Witt
Patrick J. Zenner*

Nizar N. Ghoussaini* 

Chair
 

Gail Werner-Robertson, JD*
Vice Chair
 

CREIGHTON UNIVERSITY

James T. Blackledge*
Vice Chair
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Endowed Scholarships
Ahmad Alchommali, MD, School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Dr. Alfred C. and Louise L. Alessi Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Marguerite Arneth Scholarship  
George H. Arnold III Endowed Scholarship  
The Frank S. Baleiko, MD’70, Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. John W. and Janet Barnes Family Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Eugene Barone, MD’76, and Family School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship
A. Laughlin and Esther J. Barr Scholarship  
Gilbert and Clinton Beirne Endowment  
Dr. Edward and Nancy Beitenman Endowed Scholarship  
The Klee S. Bethel, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Stephen M. Brzica, Jr., and Sheila Carey Brzica Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Eileen G. Buhl and Class of 1988 Endowed Scholarship  
Merle and Betty Burmester Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Byorth Family School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Harold and Joan Cahoy Endowed Scholarship  
Cali Family Endowed Medical Scholarship  
The Carnazzo-Stutzman Family Endowed Scholarship—Medicine  
Dr. and Mrs. Vincent J. Carollo Medical School Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Ned H. Cassem, SJ, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Michael A. Cavaleri Scholarship  
Carmelo C. Celestre, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Class of ’94 Todd Thomas Endowed Scholarship  
Romain P. Clerou, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
John, Josephine and Mary Coates Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Robert and Shirley Collison Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Sal and Mary Walton Conti Medical Scholarship  
Dr. Coral and Jean Cotterell Endowed Scholarship  
Marilyn M. Crane Endowed Scholarship  
Creighton University Family Medical Scholarship  
Creighton School of Medicine Class of 1955 Endowed Scholarship Fund  
 to Honor The Deceased and Living Class Members   
Creighton University School of Medicine Class of 1966 Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. and Mrs. Richard Q. Crotty Endowed Scholarship  
Creighton University Medical Center Service League Endowed Scholarship  
Henry L. Cuniberti, MD, Scholarship Fund  
Frederick de la Vega Medical Scholarship    
Dean’s Endowed Fund for Excellence in Education  
The Malody DeBoer Medical Endowed Scholarship  
Tom J. DeCino, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Edward M. and Jane Y. Decter Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Edward J. and Ruth H. Delashmutt Scholarship  
Angela E. DeMarco, MD, Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Ernesto and Elizabetta D. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship  
Innocente and Maria Roman DeMarco Endowed Scholarship  
Loreta Lim DeMarco Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Lynn I. and M. Dianne DeMarco Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Lynn P. and Louise A. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Peter R. and Loreta L. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Romano O. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship  
Zemira M. DeMarco Endowed Scholarship  
Richard L. Deming, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Stephen B. and Verne M. Devin Endowed Scholarship  
Dignity Health/St. Joseph’s Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Franklin D. and Nancy Dotoli Endowed Scholarship  
The Norris Dougherty, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Frank and Patricia Dowd Medical Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Drs. Carol Drake and Robert Troia Endowed Scholarship in Honor  
 of Richard and Mary Lou Drake
Dale E. and Rosemary Dunn Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. John Elder Endowed Scholarship  
Ellbogen Family Endowed Scholarship  
John W. Erickson, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Dennis and Joy Esterbrooks Endowed Scholarship  
Fallen Comrades of the Class of 1968 Endowed Scholarship  
Donnie Fangman, Jr., Memorial per Dr. and Mrs. Donald F. Fangman  
 and Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Fangman, Sr., Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Richard J. and Loretta M. Fangman Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. and Mrs. Richard J. Fangman Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Michael J. and Linda Fazio Endowed Scholarship Fund in honor  
 of William and Irene Fazio  

Richard J. Feldhaus, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
David and Fay Feldman Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Holly Anne Fickel, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. and Mrs. Robert M. Fischer Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Robert and Mary Jane Fitzgibbons Family Scholarship  
Dr. John and Mary Fitzpatrick Endowed Scholarship   
Michael J. and Rozanne B. Galligan Endowed Scholarship  
James O. Gates, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
John A. and Anna C. Gentleman Scholarship  
The Thomas German, MD, Family Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. John E. and Donna Glode Endowed Scholarship  
Donald T. Glow, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Joseph and Ruth Goldenberg and Morris and Miriam Brumberg  
 Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. John L. and Margaret J. Gordon Endowed Scholarship  
Donald J. and Teresa M. Greco Family Endowed Scholarship  
James and Mary A. Gutch Scholarship  
Dr. C. Thomas and Mary Ann Hagan Family School of Medicine  
 Endowed Scholarship  
Herbert C. and Elizabeth J. Hagele Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
F. Audley Hale, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Hans Hansen, MD, 1905 Endowed Scholarship  
Harper-Culhane Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund in Memory  
 of Mary and Oliver Harper and Kathleen and Joseph Culhane  
Hartigan Family Endowed Scholarship Fund for the School of Medicine  
Robert D. Hedequist, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Ed, Dorothy and Frank Hensing Native American Fund 
Eugene F. Hoffman, Jr., MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Edwin J. Holling Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Joseph M. and Frances M. Holthaus Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Tu-Hi Hong, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Edward A. Horowitz, MD’78, School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship  
Theodore F. Hubbard, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Thomas C. Hunter Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Charles and Kathryn Hustead Endowed Scholarship in Medicine  
Betty Lou H. Jelinek Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Harry J. Jenkins, Sr., MD, and Harry J. Jenkins, Jr., MD, Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Werner P. Jensen, MD, Medical Scholarship  
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Medical Scholarship  
Dr. Paul N. and Desnee M. Joos Family Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Thomas H. Joyce, III, MD, Endowed Scholarship for Medical School Students  
Dr. Robert and Rebecca Kalez Endowed Scholarship for Medical Students  
Marc S. Kelly Endowed Scholarship  
Klein Family Endowed Scholarship  
Milada Kloubkova-Schirger, PhD, Endowed Scholarship  
The Steve and Cheryl Lakomy Endowed Scholarship  
Eugene F. Lanspa, MD, and Bernice Hayes Lanspa Family Endowed Scholarship
Margaret and Stephen Lanspa School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Darrell, Cathy, and Nicolette Lee Endowed Scholarship  
Mrs. Lena Lorge Scholarship Fund for the School of Medicine  
Luke Society Endowed Scholarship in Honor of Rev. John J. Lynch, SJ  
Magassy Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Dr. John G. and Bess Manesis Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Dr. James E. and Mrs. Ann L. McGill Endowed Scholarship  
Michael R. and Marian McIntee Endowed Family Scholarship  
Dr. Patrick J. and Geraldine M. McKenna Endowed Scholarship  
Robert J. McNamara, MD’42, Endowed Scholarship  
Creighton University School of Medicine Class of 1962 Endowed Scholarship  
Medical Dean’s Endowed Scholarship  
School of Medicine Alumni Advisory Board Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Patrick C. and Marita D. Meekin Endowed Scholarship  
Robert C. and Janet Meisterling Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Irving I. Mittleman Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Robert E. and Suzanne C. Modlin Endowed Scholarship  
Mogel McQueen Endowed Scholarship Fund
John and Mary Monson Family Endowed Scholarship Fund    
Dr. Aryan Mooss Family Endowed Scholarship
Dr. James A. and Jeanne M. Murphy Endowed Scholarship  
William K. Murphy, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Delwyn J. and Josephine Nagengast Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Jon L. and Candy Narmi Endowed Scholarship  
Anna H. O’Connor Scholarship
Father J.J. O’Leary, SJ, Endowed Scholarship  

Scholarships and Endowed Chairs
Scholarships and Endowed Chairs

We wish to thank our alumni and friends for their generous gifts to the School of Medicine. 
The following is a list of donor-funded School of Medicine scholarships that were awarded in the 2022/23 academic year. 
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Frank and Margaret Oliveto Medical Scholarship  
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald O’Neil Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Pascotto Family Endowed Medical School Scholarship  
Dr. Dwaine, Sr. and Carmen Peetz Endowed Scholarship  
Edmund V. Pellettiere, MD, Classes of 1964 and 1928 Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. William A. and Ethel Green Perer Endowed Scholarship Fund  
 for Women in Medicine in Honor of Dr. Nicholas Dietz, Jr.  
Perrin/Class of ’64 Pathology Endowed Scholarship  
Roy L. Peterson, MD, Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Carole Presnick and Dr. Carl Pantaleo Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Mary Hoff Pylipow Time, Talent and Treasure Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Reverend James Quinn, SJ, School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship  
Reals Family Scholarship Fund  
Purl E. Reed, MD, Scholarship  
The Reedy Family Medicine Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Robert and Beverly Tate Rento Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. John R. and Beverly Bartek Reynolds Endowed Scholarship Fund for Medicine  
Caroll Pierre Richardson Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. and Mrs. Norman E. Ringer Endowed Scholarship  
Rotary Club of Omaha Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Garry F. and Judy Rust Endowed Scholarship  
Margaret D. Ryan Scholarship
Dr. David A. Sackin Endowed Memorial Scholarship for the School of Medicine  
Stanley Sackin Endowed Scholarship for Medicine  
Sadowski Family Endowed Scholarship  
Edward John Safranek, MD’56, Endowed Scholarship in Medicine  
Dr. Sal and Marilyn Santella Endowed Scholarship  
J. Albert Sarrail, MD, Endowed Medical Scholarship  
The Schekall Family Endowed Medical Scholarship Fund  
Scholarship for Peace and Justice 
Dr. William M. Scholl Endowment for Medical Jurisprudence  
Shirley and Eileen Schultz Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Hubert F. Schwarz Scholarship Fund  
Arthur L. Sciortino, MD, and Aileen Mathiasen Sciortino, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Marcia K. Shadle—Cusic Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Kenichi Shimada Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Charles Shramek Scholarship
Dr. Joseph M. Shramek Scholarship  
Albert Shumate, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Paul S. Shurnas, MD’96, Family School of Medicine Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. William H. and Margaret R. Shutze Endowed Scholarship  
Drs. Lynn and Matthew Simmons Endowed Scholarship Fund  
James P. Slattery, MD, Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Thomas Timothy and Cecelia Smith Endowed Scholarship  
Thomas Timothy Smith, MD, Lecture Series 1988–2015 Endowed Scholarship  
Elizabeth Girardot Smoot Endowed Scholarship  
School of Medicine Class of 1974 Endowed Scholarship  
Stafford Family Endowed Scholarship  
The Uros A. Stambuk, MD, Endowed Scholarship  
Storkan Scholarship  
Dr. Charles C. and Janyce Julian Streit Medical Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Taylon Endowed Scholarship Fund  
F. James and D. Kelly Taylor Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Paul H. Thorough Medical Scholarship Fund  
Pauline Tindall Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Peter M. and Annette L. Townley Family Endowed Scholarship  
Michael Phu T. Tran, MD, and Erica Chen Jing, PharmD, Family Endowed Scholarship
Fr. Ernesto Travieso, SJ, Endowed Scholarship Fund 
Carl J. Troia, MD, Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Katherine C. Troia Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Turkal Family Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. Joseph E., MD’48, and Mrs. Virginia D. Twidwell Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Joseph E., MD’48, and Mrs. Virginia D. Twidwell Endowed Scholarship  
 in Honor of Frank E. Mork, Sr., MD’29  
Irma Smith Van Riesen, MD, Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Dr. Michael J. and Nancy J. Weaver Endowed Scholarship  
The Webster Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Gretchen Wenner Butler, MD’13, Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund  
Edward R. West Scholarship
Gerald J. Wieneke, MD, Endowed Scholarship in Medicine  
Harold E. Willey Endowed Scholarship  
Robert G. Wilson Scholarship  
Robert M. Wiprud, MD, Memorial Endowed Scholarship  
Dr. William K. Wolf Endowed Scholarship  
The John and Robbin Yee Endowed Scholarship  
John and Marie F. Zaloudek Foundation Scholarship in Medicine  
Nick and Teresa Zeniou Endowed Medical Scholarship  
Zoucha and Kuehner Family Endowed Scholarship  

Annual Scholarships
Arrupe Global Scholars Medicine Scholarship
School of Medicine Annual Scholarship  
Arnold P. Gold Foundation Humanism in Medicine Award  
Johnston Family Foundation School of Medicine Scholarship  
Susan Marenda King Scholarship  
Sade Kosoko-Lasaki, MD, and Gbolahan O. Lasaki, PhD,  
 Family Annual Scholarship Fund  
The Krishna School of Medicine Scholarship  
Clarence Ludwig, MD’51, Memorial Scholarship  
Dr. Robert Reid McCulloch Scholarship  
Minority Medical Scholarships  
Pipeline to Success Scholarship (HCOP)
Doris Norton Scholars  
Dr. William D. and Kara Blakey Putman Dental and Medical Scholarship  
The Jacob and Katrina Smeltzer Medical Scholarship  
The School of Medicine Underrepresented Scholarship Fund  
The James and Georgianna Vicari and Dr. Phillip and Virginia Monnig  
 School of Medicine Scholarship
Webster Annual Medical Scholarship  

School of Medicine Endowed  
Chairs and Professorships
August H. Bergman, MD, Endowed Chair in Cardiology
Drs. Shashi and Subhash Bhatia, Bhatia Family Endowed Chair
 in the Department of Psychiatry
Dr. Harold J. Bonnstetter Endowed Chair in Preventive Medicine
Richard W. Booth, MD, Endowed Professorship in Cardiology
Peekie Nash Carpenter Endowed Chair in Medicine
Dr. William Clark Visiting Professorship
Richard L. Deming, MD, Endowed Chair in Medical Humanities
The DCI—J. Dan Egan, MD, Endowed Chair in Nephrology
Charles F. and Mary C. Heider Endowed Chair in Cancer Research
Dr. Roland L. Kleeberger Endowed Chair
Dr. James P. Laumond Endowed Chair in Medicine
Dr. and Mrs. Arnold W. Lempka Chair in Surgery
Dr. Paul S. Mahoney Endowed Chair in Radiology and Medical Imaging
Michael H. McGuire, MD, Endowed Professorship
Prevedel Endowed Professorship
Dr. Herbert I. and Minnie Puller Endowed Professorship in Endocrinology
Sheila and James J. Shea Family Endowed Chair in Anesthesiology
Harry E. Stuckenhoff, MD, Endowed Chair in Surgery
Tenet Healthcare Endowed Chair in Healthcare Efficacy
Virginia G. Piper Chair of Medicine

Health Sciences Endowed Chairs
Dr. C.C. and Mabel L. Criss Endowed Chair in Health Sciences
CyncHealth Population Health Endowed Chair
O’Brien Endowed Chair in Health Sciences
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History of Creighton University

Edward Creighton John CreightonMary Lucretia Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in  
Omaha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in 
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s 
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and 
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers 
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also 
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included $100,000 in her will to establish 
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her 
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at  
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and 
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and 
construction began on the school. 

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the  
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, SJ, 
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened  
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics, 
a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty. 
The school began with 120 students ranging 
in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop 
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who 
incorporated “The Creighton University” under 
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was 
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton 
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton 
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school 
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

 • College of Arts and Sciences (1878)
 • School of Medicine (1892)
 • School of Law (1904)
 • School of Dentistry (1905)
 • School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)
 • Heider College of Business (1920)
 • Graduate School (1926)
 • College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958) 
 • College of Professional and Continuing Education (Established as University 

College in 1983)

History of Creighton University
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Graduation Honors
Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton 
University catalogs. Honors for students with previously conferred degrees are listed in this program. 
Honors for students with May degrees met the honors criteria based on Fall 2022 cumulative grade point 
averages. Official honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma based on Spring 2023 cumulative 
grade point averages. Honors for students who anticipate completing their degree requirements in August 
or December are not listed in this program. Honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma at the 
time of degree conferral.

Degree Conferral 
Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December, and May. Annual University 
commencement ceremonies are held in May for all Colleges and Schools. The hooding ritual is included 
in the commencement ceremony for master and doctoral level students. An additional graduate level 
commencement ceremony is held in December. Students who complete their degree programs in August 
or December may attend the commencement ceremony following completion, or with the approval of the 
Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee 
a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all academic requirements 
are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.

Ceremony Photos
Ceremony Photos will photograph each graduate receiving his or her diploma. Graduates will be emailed 
a link to their photo proofs, or they can go to ceremonyphotos.com for more information. Questions may 
be addressed to service@ceremonyphotos.com or call 402.917.6518.

Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you 
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask 
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)

Social Media

Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

@CreightonSOM  |  @CreightonAlumni

  @CUSOMAdmissions  |  @CreightonAlumni

 CreightonUniversitySchoolOfMedicine  |  Creighton University Alumni

http://ceremonyphotos.com
mailto:service%40ceremonyphotos.com?subject=
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Welcome to the Alumni FamilySept. 14–17, 2023
Join us for four days of reunion parties, campus festivities,  
food, fun, music and so much more. 
For more information, visit creighton.edu/creightondays.

Welcome to the 
Creighton University 
alumni family,
now nearly 80,000 strong. While your 
time as a student is coming to a close, 
your time in our global alumni community 
is just getting started. No matter where 
life takes you, we will be here to support 
you with opportunities and benefits to 
help you stay connected. 
Bluejays for life. 

alumni.creighton.edu

https://alumni.creighton.edu/news-and-events/creighton-days
http://alumni.creighton.edu



