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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD 
President, Creighton University

Dear Creighton University Graduate,

As we gather in the company of family, friends, and supporters to 
celebrate your tremendous accomplishments, let me offer my heartfelt 
congratulations on behalf of our Creighton community that you are now, 
officially, a proud member of the graduating Class of 2023.

This commencement ceremony is an incredibly special and well-deserved 
recognition of your persistence and dedication. All the effort that you have 
put in up to this point is yours to cherish as you close the book on one chapter 
and turn the page to discover something entirely new. I know I join everyone 
who has helped you and supported you along the way when I say that we 
cannot wait to see what awaits you in this world of endless possibility.

I encourage you to give yourself the chance to enjoy this special moment 
and reflect on the transformational journey that has brought you here. 
The rigor, sense of purpose, and focus needed to reach this point is not 
just something anyone can achieve; however, you can now count yourself 
among those few who can call themselves a college graduate. You have 
done something extraordinary. 

This is the same passion that I hope you bring as you go on to make 
meaningful contributions in your profession and in your community. The 
world needs you, and I have faith that you will be a leader who will remain 
steadfastly driven and compassionate because you are not just a graduate, 
you are a Creighton University graduate.

Know, too, that you are not alone on this journey. You are now part of a 
Creighton alumni family that is nearly 80,000 strong and stretches across 
the globe. May you take from your experiences the best of what a Jesuit, 
Catholic education offers—inquiry, imagination, and inspiration. You are a 
changemaker and that means you do not wait for the world to come to you; 
you go forth with a mission to make it better.

Enjoy this milestone in your life, and may God bless you and your families.

Sincerely,

Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
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Order of Exercises

Order of Exercises

PROCESSION 

MACE BEARER 
Paul L. Price, PharmD
Senior Associate Dean

GRAND MARSHAL̓ S OPENING REMARKS
Paul L. Price, PharmD
Senior Associate Dean

INVOCATION
Rev. Nicholas J. C. Santos, SJ, PhD
Rector, Jesuit Community

PRESIDENTʼS MESSAGE
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

DEANʼS MESSAGE
Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD
Dean

STUDENT COMMENCEMENT ADDRESSES
Occupational Therapy presented by

Oran J. Delphin, OTD Candidate 

Pharmacy presented by
Jack G. Roberts, PharmD Candidate 

Physical Therapy presented by
Micheal O. Agbaje, DPT Candidate

BOARD AUTHORIZATION 
Presented by 

Board of Trustees Member

DEGREE CONFERRAL STATEMENT
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES  
FOR EARNED DEGREES 

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD
Dean

Names read by
Katie S. Wadas-Thalken, EdD
Assistant Dean, Academic Affairs

Hooding of OTD graduates by
Sarbinaz Bekmuratova, PhD, Assistant Professor 
Carrie M. Bose, OTD, OTR/L, Assistant Professor  

Hooding of PharmD graduates by 
Carla M. Christensen, PharmD, Associate Professor 
Kevin T. Fuji, PharmD, Associate Professor 

Hooding of DPT graduates by 
Terry L. Grindstaff, PT, PhD, Associate Professor 
Gail M. Jensen, PT, PhD, Professor 

RECITATION OF OATHS
Oath of an Occupational Therapist presented by

Miranda R. Little, OTD, OTR/L, Assistant Professor

Oath of a Pharmacist presented by 
Jenny A. Tilleman, PharmD, Associate Professor

Oath of a Physical Therapist presented by
Rosalind L. Heckman, PT, DPT, PhD, Assistant Professor

TURNING OF THE TASSEL
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
President

STAGE PARTY, FACULTY,  
AND GRADUATE RECESSIONAL



Mission Statement

  

Mission Statement
In the Jesuit, Catholic tradition of Creighton 
University, we shall serve humanity by educating 
occupational therapists, pharmacists and 
physical therapists who provide compassionate, 
comprehensive care to individuals and 
populations. We seek to advance knowledge, 
promote justice, foster responsible and 
proactive citizenship, and enable positive 
change. We commit to developing creative and 
effective leaders dedicated to ethical conduct, 
interprofessional collaboration, and service to 
others. Members of the School community shall 
contribute to the improvement of societal health 
through innovative teaching, learning, research, 
scholarship and patient/client-centered care. 
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* Graduating with honors

DOCTOR OF  
OCCUPATIONAL  
THERAPY 

Emily Ann Austin
Snohomish, Washington 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Megan Ann Baker  
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Anuoluwa Esther Balogun  
Houston, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Brooke Anne Barenberg  
Denver, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Tanysha Lee Battle  
Eagle River, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Kailey Ann Beckwith  
Longview, Washington 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Kailey Alisia Bell * 
Castle Rock, Colorado 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Katherine Marie Bernard *  
West Des Moines, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Catherine Berry  
Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Holly Marie Bock *  
Mason City, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Benjamin Gregg Boonstra  
North Haledon, New Jersey 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Jordan Elizabeth Bottom *  
Parker, Colorado 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Parker Elizabeth Boyd  
Battle Ground, Washington 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Haley Nicole Brock  
Salt Lake City, Utah 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Carly Jo Budke  
Beloit, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Margaret Claire Bunsness  
Denver, Colorado 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Sarah Marie Burke *  
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Breann Taylor Tuzon Campos  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Anna Evelyn Carl 
Liberty, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Elizabeth Marie Carlson  
Geneva, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Erin Nicolle Carlson  
Dayton, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Adrianne Michelle Carson  
Elkhorn, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Mackenzie Rae Casler  
Broken Arrow, Oklahoma 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Madison May Chapman  
Littleton, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Erin Frances Corrigan  
La Grange Park, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Oran Jenay Delphin  
Roswell, Georgia 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Lindsay Cecile DesMarais  
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Olivia Jenniges Dohmeier *  
White Bear Lake, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Madeline Claire Duggan  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Ana Pearl Dunlavey *  
Jackson, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Monica Maureen Egger  
Boulder, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Megan Eiberger  
Littleton, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Elizabeth Anne Elliott  
Bakersfield, California 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Brenna Nicole Ellis *  
Cottage Grove, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Ashley Consuelo Ensign  
Wichita, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Astyn Elizabeth Fair  
Williamsburg, Virginia 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Andrea Marie Fleischman  
Phoenix, Arizona 

Post-Professional Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Natalie Roe Fober  
Denver, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Naomi P. Folkerts  
Westminster, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Sarah Maddison Friesth  
West Des Moines, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Leanna Marie Fronckowiak  
Canton, Michigan 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Joseph S. Galvan  
Plattsmouth, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Makaila Maria Garcia  
Lawrence, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alexa Rae Geider  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Connor Elizabeth Gifford *  
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Jairrah La Neace Godsil  
Kansas City, Kansas 

Post-Professional Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Rebecca Lynn Hasselbrook *  
Westminster, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Marlena Haywood  
Bartlett, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Grace Elizabeth Heigl  
Glendale, Arizona 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alisa Joan Holmbeck  
Princeton, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Bailey Honold *  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alexa C. Hord  
Waterloo, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alexis DeAnne Horning  
Wasilla, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Stephanie Claire Huber *  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Abigail Marie Julian  
Lewis Center, Ohio 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD, Dean

CANDIDATES FOR EARNED DEGREES

Candidates for Earned Degrees
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* Graduating with honors

Megan Emily Junge  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Hailey Paige Jungerman  
Highlands Ranch, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Kyleigh Rene Kasper  
Russell, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Brittany Michelle Ko *  
St. Louis, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Kylie Monet Kuska * 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Margaret Finley Lennon  
Houston, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

James Ellis Lindstrom  
Apple Valley, California 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Kelly Lynn Little *  
Hallam, Nebraska 

Post-Professional Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Kirsten Nicole Lorts  
Minden, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Erin Lorraine Martinusen  
Cheyenne, Wyoming 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Michelle Ann McClafferty-Helley  
Valencia, California 

Post-Professional Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Marlene Elizabeth McGarrity  
Corona Del Mar, California 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Anna McNulty  
Huntington, New York 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Cristi Michelle Miller  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Erin Kathleen Miskell  
Davenport, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Melissa Faye Moget  
Sioux Center, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Molly Noell Mong 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

McKenna Jo Mumaw  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Megan Marie Murphy  
Eagan, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Kristyn Kimiko Nakayama  
Mililani, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Emily Patricia OʼBrien *  
Stuart, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alyssa A. Osterholm  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Taylor Marie Otte  
Wahoo, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Andrea C. Palmer  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Sydney Gail Peterson  
Shelby, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alexa Marie Quintana  
Pembroke Pines, Florida 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Amber Marie Rafferty  
Westminster, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Kaitlyn Christine Rambo  
Spangle, Washington 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Mary Mi Cha Rankin  
Grand Junction, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Gabrielle Raeann Rasmussen  
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Kaitrin Olivia Reid  
Iowa City, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Emma Anne Reilly  
Grand Island, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Mary Ann B. Roelke  
Madison, Wisconsin 

Post-Professional Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Emily Maya Rohatgi  
St. Louis, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Laura Beth Rohrer  
Kearney, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Emily Ellen Sandal  
Beatrice, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Madison Irish Scheldrup  
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Brooke Leann Schoening  
Kearney, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Morgan Alicia Shipley *  
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Kerrington Noel Snavely  
Colo, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Alicia Marie Steppuhn  
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Erica Taylor Stevens  
Beltsville, Maryland 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Sydnie Rachell Stewart  
Holden, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Corina Renee Stilwell  
Oregon City, Oregon 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Erin Jane Sullivan *  
St. Louis, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Allison G. Travetto  
Lincolnshire, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Allison Tung  
Andover, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Brenda Darlin Urbina  
Los Angeles, California 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Andrea Dawn Valdez  
Wheat Ridge, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Rachel Joyce Van Robays  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy

Courtney Paige Vander Wal  
Delano, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Abigail Augusta Vasquez  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Jody Jillian Victoria  
Acequia, Idaho 

Post-Professional Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Jessa Samson Villasenor  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Michelle Catherine Wanek  
Orange Park, Florida 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Taylor Elizabeth Webster  
Cokato, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Abigail Kate Westerdahl  
Houston, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance 
Occupational Therapy 

Brianna Jean Woitalla 
St. Michael, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

Hannah Lauren Young 
Burlingame, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Occupational Therapy 

 

DOCTOR OF OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY CONTINUED
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* Graduating with honors

DOCTOR OF  
PHARMACY 

Wijdan Sabeah Alkinani  
Dearborn Heights, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Zubaidah Eyada Alhadithi  
Baghdad, Iraq 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Amjed Salem Alsaadi  
Medina, Saudi Arabia 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Wilyn Dar Andora  
Puyallup, Washington 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Alexandra Andres  
Stillwater, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Chasen Kaipo Ardo  
Kaneohe, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Kiandra Arnold  
Flint, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Nastaran Aslinejad  
Germantown, Maryland 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Mina Asso  
Shelby Township, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Dominick Joseph Babich *  
Elk Grove, California 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Creighton Pharmacy Practice 
Achievement Award 

Shahrzad Bamasian  
San Jose, California 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Holly Marie Colburn  
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Jared David Basinger  
Murphy, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

John T. Begley  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Molly Rose Begley  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Ellen Anne Bernhard  
Haxtun, Colorado 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Solim Emmanuel Bilake 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Jenna Kate Billings  
Warren, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Cameron Elizabeth Bizal * 
Overland Park, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 
Merck Manual Award for  
Academic Excellence

Jaylen Raine Blankenship  
Hawarden, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Corbin JoAnne Boyd *  
Minnetonka, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Merck Manual Award for  
Academic Excellence 

Tyler Allen Brisso  
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Brittany Rachelle Burch  
Sun Valley, Nevada 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Robert Jeter Carmichael *  
Jackson, Wyoming 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Richard Alan Chapman  
Phoenix, Arizona 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Dan Che  
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Victoria Vicki Clark  
Clarksville, Tennessee 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Lauren Ann Cockrum * 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Merck Manual Award for  
Academic Excellence 

Emma Elizabeth Coomes  
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Gretchen Riann Corpus  
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Rachel Marie Daniels  
Sparks, Nevada 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Vy Do * 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Janet Marie Douglas Grant  
Farmington Hills, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Erica Alise Downton  
Owenton, Kentucky 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

John Charles Drennan *  
Avondale, Arizona 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Viatris Excellence in  
Pharmacy Award 

Hannah Elizabeth Durant  
Moraga, California 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Robert I. Garis Memorial Scholarship 

Kimberly Kaye Dykstra  
Hull, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Alin Ayad Elyas  
Warren, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Kyle Dean Erwin  
Flagstaff, Arizona 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Elvis J. Fang  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Kendra Dawn Feldkamp  
Axtell, Kansas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Claire Renee Franey  
Kansas City, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Rachel Jacqueline Fremault  
Waltham, Massachusetts 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Grant Remo Gallagher  
Columbia, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Aneta Monika Galuszka  
Ridgewood, New York 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Justin Craig Garrison  
Columbus, Kansas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Mohamad Haissam Ghazzaoui * 
Dearborn Heights, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Excellence in Nonprescription 
Medication Award 

Chelsea Chartier Gomez  
Lancaster, California 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Jeffery Andrew Gramman  
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Ân Lan Hoàng Hà   
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Creighton J. Hamik  
Kearney, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Xilei Haynes  
The Dalles, Oregon 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Crystal M. Henderson  
Cashiers, North Carolina 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Garrett Gene Husted  
Lewiston, Idaho 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Eric Joshua Johnson  
Corpus Christi, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

John Davidson Jones  
San Antonio, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Samantha Ann Kanaly *  
Yankton, South Dakota 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Rama Karkoukli  
Boylston, Massachusetts 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Wyatt M. Kile  
Cortland, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Hillary Ann Kniech  
Holmen, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Vaughn Michael Koch  
Waterloo, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Timothy Lloyd Kracher 
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Boris Law  
St. Paul, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Samuel Jin Lee  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Kay Wai Leong  
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Jacqueline Ann Lewton *  
Clive, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Bryan Scott Lopez  
Elko, Nevada 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Nicolas Tyler Malik  
Bensenville, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Nelson Mecaly Mandella  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Elizabeth Christine Mantsch 
Garland, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Wandyenid Márquez Moyeno 
Bayamón, Puerto Rico 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Lauren Alicia McKay  
Bolingbrook, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Amen Sisay Mengistu  
Portland, Oregon 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Natalia Minhas  
Temple, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Marigona Misini  
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 
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* Graduating with honors     Multiple degrees

Ashit Mody  
Passaic, New Jersey 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Amber Dawnn Moran    
Dallas, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 
Master of Business Administration 

John Loftus Mulligan  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Shawn Murray  
Amelia, Ohio 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Hannah JoyceAnn Navarre  
Woodbridge, Virginia 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Christopher-Michael  
  Chuong Nguyen  
Fountain Valley, California 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Uyen-Vy Melanie Nguyen  
Seattle, Washington 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Van T. Nguyen 
Redmond, Washington 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Andrea Ann Oberloh  
Worthington, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Cynthia Shelise Omauzo  
Houston, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Emily B. Quayle  
Sterling, Utah 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Pharmacy Communications Award 

Siasha Prentice Ramirez  
Lutz, Florida 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Megan Lee Ravencraft  
Savannah, Georgia 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Jack Griffith Roberts *  
Sheridan, Wyoming 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Excellence in Clinical Practice Award 

Diana Carolina Rojas-Chavez  
San Diego, California 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Excellence in Clinical Practice Award 

Alexa Evelyn Romig *   
Hudson, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Lauren Nicole Ruggles  
Leavenworth, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Shelby M. Sailer  
Guernsey, Wyoming 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Shereen Kamal Saleh  
Houston, Texas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Roldan J. Sapitula 
Bolingbrook, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Stephanie Marie Schafer *   
Naperville, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Creighton Pharmacy Practice 
Achievement Award 

Magdala Rose Schmitz  
Neenah, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Jenna Carol Schwartz *   
Woodbury, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Creighton “Pride in  
Pharmacy” Scholarship 

ShaQuisha DʼMarsha Scott  
Forest Hill, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Mariah Kay Shafer  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Madeline Caroline Shaffer  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Samiah Shakir  
Westlake, Ohio 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Wolters Kluwer Clinical Drug 
Information Award of Excellence  
in Clinical Communication 

Kimberly E. Shim  
Seattle, Washington 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Jason Allan Singer  
Rogers, Arkansas 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Shayna Rae Skokan *   
Sioux City, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
Jane A. Ghiglieri Memorial 
Scholarship 

Mina Sohrabi  
Saratoga, California 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Nicholas John Sprangers  
Freedom, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Andrea Dawn Stafford  
Sullivan, Indiana 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy
Commitment to Pharmacy Award 

Katherine Ann Stagemeyer *   
McCook, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Christina Nicole Szlanta  
Laguna Niguel, California 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Ashlyn Izumi Takeuchi  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Sydney Tanaka *  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Hope LeAnn Thelander *   
Hastings, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Justin David Thomas  
Bellevue, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Jennifer Gail Tucker  
Waterford, Michigan 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Zachary Michael Van Dyke  
Gering, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Heather Renae Vande Kieft  
Doon, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Emily Maihli Vang  
Glenwood, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Candace N. Viada  
Charlotte, North Carolina 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Tate Michael VunCannon  
Columbus, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Kelly Jo Walvatne  
Tripoli, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Kayla Diane Weirup  
Fairfield, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Jenna Suzanne Werning  
Scottsdale, Arizona 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy
United States Public Health 
Service Excellence in Public Health 
Pharmacy Award 

Boone Stephen Whiting  
Davenport, Iowa 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Elizabeth Kathleen Williams  
Leeʼs Summit, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Dustin Albert Wilson  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Sheri Lynn Woitalewicz  
Walnut Grove, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Kelly Ann Wyatt  
Chandler, Arizona 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Yeng Xiong  
Prior Lake, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

Dima Yakoub  
Shaqlawa, Iraq 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Mahwish Asif Yussouf * 
Somerset, New Jersey 

Entry-Level Distance Pharmacy 

Alexa Zamudio  
Berwyn, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus Pharmacy 

 

DOCTOR OF PHARMACY CONTINUED



10
* Graduating with honors

DOCTOR OF  
PHYSICAL THERAPY 

Molly Michelle Adcox *   
Eagle, Idaho 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Micheal Olubunmi Agbaje  
Ames, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Lily Anna Anderson  
Waterville, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jacquelyn Michelle Assman  
Harlan, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Elizabeth Leigh Bailey  
Papillion, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jordan Matthew Barrera  
Arlington, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Spencer Beatty  
Muscatine, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Rachel Marie Blackmun  
Groton, South Dakota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Christine Kobashikawa Blas  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jacquelyn Mae Bockoven  
Burnsville, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kayla Rose Bomben *   
Mississauga, Ontario, Canada 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Tyler Booms  
Ubly, Michigan 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Leah Bortnick  
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Lisa Nicole Brinton  
Redmond, Washington 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kendall Elizabeth Cameranesi  
Glenview, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kelsey Shae Clark  
Bloomington, Indiana 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jolee Rachelle Clement  
Kansas City, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Cody Nelson Cooper  
Bozeman, Montana 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jacob Michael Cover  
Lincoln, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Sara Paige Dixson  
Summerville, South Carolina 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kyle Ray Duncan  
Des Moines, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Keenan James Dung  
Honolulu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Laura Elizabeth Ecklund  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Austin Bartine Ferguson *   
Las Vegas, Nevada 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jessica Lynn Furlong  
Albany, New York 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Christopher Andrew Galbraith  
Lawrence, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kendall Ann Gamary  
Bakersfield, California 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Cody Joseph Goeser *   
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Brian Goldberg  
Hamilton, New Jersey 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Madison Ann Greazel *   
Audubon, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Chad Michael Hastings  
Blue Hill, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Tess Anderson Hofstra  
Lakewood, Colorado 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kiefer Huff  
St. Joseph, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Matthew Bryson Kazuo Ishii  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Daniel W. Jewell  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Cole Christopher Johnston  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Elizabeth Ann Jones *   
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kaylee Mae Jones  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Emily Marie Kelm  
McFarland, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Caitlin Elizabeth Kennedy *   
Naperville, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Joshua Alan Kramer  
Carter Lake, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Christopher Kane Largent  
Cody, Wyoming 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Andrew Joseph Laughlin  
Harrisonville, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Wesley Donald Ledesma  
Norman, Oklahoma 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Alexis Leigh Lesle  
Manning, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Hannah Elizabeth Lutz  
Unadilla, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Megan Amy Maass  
Remsen, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Carl Yale Malmquist IV 
Woodbridge, Virginia 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Isaiah James Manley  
Corona, California 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Aiden Joseph Margritz * 
New Braunfels, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kimberly Kanani Masuda  
Waipahu, Hawaii 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

McKenzie Ann Meola  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Michelle Anne Parsons  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Natalie B. Morris  
Dallas, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Hannah Claire Moylan  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Emily Nettleton  
Plymouth, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Auriana Palombi  
Seattle, Washington 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Treva Brynn Rice  
Beaverton, Oregon 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Joslyn Marie Schiebur  
Adams, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Erin Leigh Schott  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jill Elizabeth Schott  
Sioux Falls, South Dakota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Amber Margaretha Schwarting  
Osage, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Hannah C. Sealock *   
Columbus, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 
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Lindsay Rae Shadden  
Lubbock, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Mardon Ellen So  
Hillman, Minnesota 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Mack Richard Stolley  
Iowa City, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Tanner Dean Strommen  
Burlington, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Ashton B. Stroope  
Sanger, Texas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Christopher Edward Svendsen  
Champaign, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Zachary Maison Tatum  
Clear Lake, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Jaclyn Caroline Taylor  
St. Charles, Illinois 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Monica Therese de Jesus Tibajia  
Chandler, Arizona 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kevin Titalom-Kamseu  
Kekem, Cameroon 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Paul Hoang Tran 
San Jose, California 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Makayla Ann Tuomi  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Mackenzie Marie  
  Vanden Heuvel  
Sheboygan, Wisconsin 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Nolan Kurt Wallace  
Knoxville, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Diane M. Walters  
Fountain Hills, Arizona 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Madeleine Marie Watts  
Leeʼs Summit, Missouri 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Natalie Jean Weaver *   
Fort Collins, Colorado 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Clyde James Allen Weber  
Kearney, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Rebecca Lynn Wellnitz *   
Rushville, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Kira Noelle Williamson  
Omaha, Nebraska 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Alesha Renee Wilson *   
Des Moines, Iowa 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Libby Wilson  
Prairie Village, Kansas 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 

Yifei Xiao  
Fuzhou, China 

Entry-Level Campus 
Physical Therapy 
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Senior Awards

Senior Awards

For those pharmacy graduates who received awards in their final year, the awards are listed with their names.

The Robert I. Garis Memorial Scholarship is an annual award 
in memory of Dr. Robert Garis. Dr. Garis was a most respected 
and distinguished member of the pharmacy faculty and this 
scholarship through its awardee reflects the outstanding 
characteristics of him. The scholarship is awarded on the basis 
of a student’s attributes in the practice and science of pharmacy 
administration and social and economic justice in the application 
of medications in the care of patients. The award is made 
possible by the generous gifts of dedicated alumni and members 
of Pharmaceutical Technologies, Inc. The awarded student will  
be designated as a “Garis Scholar.”

In 1979 Mr. and Mrs. Bernard J. Ghiglieri Jr. established the  
Jane A. Ghiglieri Scholarship in memory of their daughter,  
a 1977 summa cum laude graduate of the Creighton University 
School of Pharmacy, who passed away from leukemia a year  
later at the age of 24. The campus-based P3 student named  
as a Jane A. Ghiglieri Scholar must have a demonstrated 
history of academic excellence, outstanding leadership, and 
extraordinary service to fellow students, the School and external 
communities. While Jane’s parents are now deceased, her 
devoted brother Bernard J. Ghiglieri III, has provided sustaining 
support for the Scholarship. For this, the School and its pharmacy 
students will be forever grateful. 

The Wolters Kluwer Clinical Drug Information Award of 
Excellence in Clinical Communication is given to a student  
who exhibits high scholarship and demonstrates superior  
clinical communication skills.

The Merck & Company Award is presented to graduating 
students who have achieved outstanding scholastic  
achievement in their pharmacy studies.

The United States Public Health Service Excellence  
in Public Health Pharmacy Award is awarded to a student  
who has made significant contributions to public health by 
promoting wellness and heathy communities.

The Pharmacy Communications Award is presented to  
a fourth-year student who applies knowledge in practice,  
serves as a professional role model, and provides guidance  
and compassion to patients. 

The Excellence in Nonprescription Medication Award  
is presented to a fourth-year pharmacy student who exhibits 
excellent patient counseling skills on nonprescription 
medications. This award is sponsored by the Department  
of Pharmacy Sciences. 

The Commitment to Pharmacy Award is presented to  
a fourth-year student who exhibits ideals of professionalism  
and excellence in patient care and has demonstrated exceptional 
service and commitment to the profession of pharmacy. This 
award is sponsored by the Department of Pharmacy Practice. 

The Creighton Excellence in Clinical Practice Award  
is presented to fourth-year students who have shown  
outstanding performance on clinical rotations.

The Creighton “Pride in Pharmacy” Award is presented to 
student leaders who enhance the profession through involvement 
in professional activities and community service, show 
characteristics of leadership and are influential with peers.

The Clinical Pharmacy Award is given to a student in the  
fourth year of pharmacy, who has the intention of pursuing  
a career in clinical pharmacy, is in good academic standing,  
and excels in leadership, academics, and has a positive outlook  
in advancing the profession.

The Viatris Excellence in Pharmacy Award is awarded to a 
student with high scholarship who has demonstrated superior 
proficiency in providing drug information.

The Creighton Pharmacy Practice Achievement Award is 
awarded to students who have exhibited overall excellence in 
scholastic achievement, leadership, and extracurricular activities.
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Oath of an Occupational Therapist
From the privilege and rights this degree brings, I hereby pledge to hold my 
knowledge in trust for the good of those people whom I serve. Therefore, I will: 

Endeavor to keep both the profession and the occupational needs of the clients  
and communities I serve foremost in my thoughts and actions; 

Deliver occupational therapy services that demonstrate excellence at all levels  
of care while valuing and honoring diversity and respecting others as equals; 

Advocate for needed services and the rights of clients regardless of the constraints  
I may face; 

Strive to always act in a manner that is consistent with the philosophical base  
and values of the profession by upholding the occupational therapy code of ethics, 
abiding with those in need of care even in the face of personal risk, and upholding  
the dignity of all human beings regardless of their condition; and 

Model and foster leadership, and facilitate spiritual, personal, and professional  
growth for myself, my profession and in others.

In keeping with the high ethical and moral standards of Creighton University, I will 
seek to be receptive to what those around me have to teach me, be committed to 
scholarship and the lifelong pursuit of truth, and be dedicated to building a human 
community of justice, respect, and mutual concern.

Recitation of Oaths
Recitation of Oaths

Oath of an Occupational Therapist
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Oath of a Pharmacist
I promise to devote myself to a lifetime of service to others  
through the profession of pharmacy. In fulfilling this vow:

I will consider the welfare of humanity and relief of suffering 
my primary concerns.

I will promote inclusion, embrace diversity, and advocate for 
justice to advance health equity.

I will apply my knowledge, experience, and skills to the best 
of my ability to assure optimal outcomes for all patients.

I will respect and protect all personal and health information 
entrusted to me.

I will accept the responsibility to improve my professional 
knowledge, expertise, and self-awareness.

I will hold myself and my colleagues to the highest principles 
of our profession’s moral, ethical and legal conduct.

I will embrace and advocate changes that improve patient care.

I will utilize my knowledge, skills, experiences, and values 
to prepare the next generation of pharmacists.

I take these vows voluntarily with the full realization of 
the responsibility with which I am entrusted by the public.

Oath of a Pharmacist
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Oath of a Physical Therapist
In the presence of my colleagues, friends, families and teachers,  
and in view of the honored profession I am entering into, I solemnly 
and willingly state that I dedicate myself to the following:

I will practice physical therapy with compassion for the vulnerabilities in 
each of my patients and will work to preserve their dignity and promote  
their health and welfare.

I will value the lives of my patients as I value my own life, through 
my concern for their significance and with respect for them and the 
confidential nature of our relationship. 

I will be humble. 

I recognize my limitations and will continue to consult with my 
colleagues and co-workers for knowledge with which I can better  
treat my patients and for the inspiration to expand and augment  
my education. 

I will share my knowledge with my colleagues and patients freely,  
with compassion and patience. 

I will work toward the improvement of the quality of life for all of  
my patients. 

I will honor the choices that my patients make with respect to their 
wishes and needs. 

I will do no harm to another human. 

I will work to improve the practice of physical therapy so that all who 
seek it will receive treatment which is proper, ethical and just. 

I will not allow my judgment regarding the practice of my profession to 
be influenced by race, creed, religion, greed or unethical behavior. 

I will expect the same behavior from my colleagues and co-workers.

Thus, with this oath, I freely accept the obligations and rewards which 
will accompany my practice of physical therapy. 

Oath of a Physical Therapist
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Traditions of Creighton
Traditions of Creighton

Creighton Seal 

The Creighton University seal includes elements representing the Creighton 
family, Creighton’s Jesuit tradition and the Omaha Archdiocese.

The gold stripes on the red field, in the upper left-hand quadrant of the shield, 
come from the family coat of arms of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the 
Society of Jesus (Jesuits). The lion rampant comes from the Creighton family 
coat of arms, and the three seashells on a field of white and red sable come from 
the Wareham family coat of arms—paying homage to Creighton University’s 
founding families. The design for the shield’s final quadrant, in the lower left, 
comes from the coat of arms of the Archdiocese of Omaha. The starburst behind 
the shield comes from the seal of the Society of Jesus.

Ceremonial Mace  
In the Middle Ages, the mace was a club used in battle and carried by a 
bodyguard to defend a person of authority. Over the years, it began to lose its 
warlike image and became a symbol of peaceful leadership. 

At an academic institution, the mace is the symbol of the legal and chartered 
authority of the leadership to whom the board of trustees has delegated 
authority. When the ceremonial mace is present, the authority of the University 
is present. Use of the mace is reserved for occasions of outstanding importance, 
and it is an honor to bear the mace. 

The Creighton University mace was designed and fashioned by Brian K. Besack, 
operations supervisor of the University’s carpenter shop, at the invitation of  
then president, the Rev. John P. Schlegel, SJ, to commemorate the 125th 
anniversary of the University.

Using a cherry wood baluster from a long-abandoned staircase in the attic of 
Creighton Hall, the oldest building on Creighton’s campus, Besack designed 
and fashioned the shaft, head and foot of the mace. Each facet of the nine-sided 
head displays a bronze, gold-plated medallion bearing the name and founding 
date of the University’s schools and colleges. Its foot is sheathed in gold-plated  
brass, and cradled in its shaft rests the official seal of the University. At its top,  
the mace is crowned with a three-dimensional blue and gold medallion symbol 
of the Society of Jesus.
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Graduation Honors
Graduation honors are awarded to the top 15% of the students  
in each graduating class who have at least a 3.65 grade-point 
average (GPA). Graduation honors are based on a studentʼs  
work while enrolled in a professional program in the School  
of Pharmacy and Health Professions at Creighton University.  
To be eligible for graduation honors, a student must have 
completed at least half of the prescribed semester hours 
for the degree in the School while enrolled at Creighton 
University. The diploma of a student who qualifies for 
graduation honors is inscribed “with Honors.” 

The School of Pharmacy and Health Professions chapters  
of academic and leadership honor societies provide their 
members with special cords to wear over their academic  
regalia signifying their membership. 

Alpha Sigma Nu is unique among honor societies in that 
it seeks to identify the most promising students in Jesuit 
colleges and universities who demonstrate a commitment 
to the ideals of Jesuit higher education: scholarship, loyalty, 
and service. Invitation to ΑΣΝ is one of the highest honors 
bestowed at these institutions. Todayʼs graduating students 
who have been so honored wear a gold medallion with a 
maroon ribbon.

Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy Student  
Organization: blue and white intertwined cords 

American Pharmacist Association-Academy  
of Student Pharmacists: light blue and white cord

Creighton University Student Occupational Therapy 
Association: navy blue and gold cords

Delta Phi Tau Physical Therapy National  
Honor Society: teal and gold cord

Jays4Peds: silver and light blue cords

Kappa Psi Pharmaceutical Fraternity: red and white cord

Pharmacy and Health Professions Student Government 
Executive Officers: purple and gold cords 

Phi Delta Chi Fraternity: gold and maroon medallion 

Phi Lambda Sigma Pharmacy Leadership Society:  
gold and green cord

Physical Therapy Leadership Guild: green and gold cord

Pi Theta Epsilon Occupational Honor Society:  
gold and navy cord

Regis Occupational Therapy Graduate Council 
Representative: royal blue and gold cords

Rho Chi National Pharmacy Honor Society:  
purple and white cord 

Student Society of Health-System Pharmacists:  
royal blue and orange cords

Requirements for Graduation 
To satisfy the requirements for graduation, a student must 
successfully complete all requirements for admission and all 
courses in their prescribed curriculum. A cumulative quality-point 
grade average of not less than 2.0 is required for graduation, 
based on all work attempted while enrolled in the professional 
program. A candidate for degree must be determined by the 
faculty to be of good moral character and fit for the practice of the 
profession, must have paid all indebtedness to the University, and 
must be present at the ceremony where the degree is conferred 
(unless excused under University rules).

History of Academic Regalia
The purpose of the Creighton University School of Pharmacy 
and Health Professionsʼ Hooding Ceremony is to celebrate the 
individual scholarly and personal achievements of our clinical 
doctorate graduates as they prepare to receive their degrees 
during the Universityʼs commencement ceremony with other 
Creighton graduates. 

The hood, cap, and gown are the visual components of the 
academic costume of commencement, with the hood reserved  
for those who attain the highest academic degrees beyond  
the bachelorʼs degree. Origins of academic attire are obscured  
in history, but it is likely that the distinctive dress of scholars  
is based on modifications of the ecclesiastical costumes  
of medieval clerics. The colors used for trimming of doctorsʼ 
gowns, edging of hoods, and tassels of caps represent  
different professions and/or major disciplines. 

Those used in the Creighton School of Pharmacy  
and Health Professions are as follows:

Occupational Therapy: Ink Blue

Pharmacy: Olive Green

Physical Therapy: Teal

The inner hood lining of Creighton University graduates  
is white and blue, the colors of Creighton University. 

Graduation Honors

Requirements for Graduates

History of Academic Regalia
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President’s Council
Rev. Daniel S. Hendrickson, SJ, PhD
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Dean, School of Medicine
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Phoenix Campus 

James S. Jansen, JD*
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Bridget M. Keegan, PhD

Dean, College of Arts and Sciences 

René L. Padilla, PhD

Vice Provost, Global Engagement

Russell B. Pearlman, JD
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Phoenix Campus

Cynthia M. Schmersal, EdD*
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Derek M. Scott
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Tricia A. Brundo Sharrar, JD*
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and Continuing Education 
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Amy Friedman Wilson, PharmD*
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and Health Professions
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Vice Provost, Student Life

W. Wayne Young Jr., PhD*
Vice Provost, Student Success
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Linda S. Hunt*
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Endowed Chair
Endowed Chair
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY  
AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS

Gilbert F. Taffe Jr., Endowed Chair (2000)
Alekha K. Dash, RPh, PhD
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Edward Creighton John CreightonMary Lucretia Creighton Sarah Emily Creighton

Edward and Mary Lucretia Creighton, along with Edward’s brother, John, settled in  
Omaha in the 1850s. John married Mary Lucretia’s sister, Sarah Emily Wareham, in 
1868, and the four are considered the founders of Creighton University. Edward’s 
work with the transcontinental telegraph and freighting, ranching, railroading and 
banking became a major force in the city’s economic development. The two brothers 
were widely known for their business enterprises, and the two couples were also 
widely regarded for their philanthropy.

Edward died in 1874, and his widow included $100,000 in her will to establish 
Creighton College in memory of her husband. Mary Lucretia died in 1876, and her 
executors, who included her brother-in-law John, purchased 6.2 acres of land at  
the northwest corner of what is currently 24th and California streets. The land and 
additional securities were transferred to Bishop James O’Connor of Omaha, and 
construction began on the school. 

The bishop asked the Jesuits to operate the  
school and the first president, Roman A. Shaffel, SJ, 
arrived in Omaha in late 1877; the school opened  
on Sept. 2, 1878. One priest, two scholastics, 
a layman and a laywoman formed the faculty. 
The school began with 120 students ranging 
in age from 6 to 30. On Aug. 14, 1879, Bishop 
O’Connor surrendered his trust to the Jesuits, who 
incorporated “The Creighton University” under 
Nebraska law. Much of the initial teaching was 
below the collegiate level; in 1891, Creighton 
University awarded its first baccalaureate degree.

Edward and Mary Lucretia’s generosity is credited with establishing Creighton 
College, while John and Sarah Emily’s philanthropy enlarged it to a five-school 
university. Today, Creighton University consists of nine schools and colleges:

 • College of Arts and Sciences (1878)
 • School of Medicine (1892)
 • School of Law (1904)
 • School of Dentistry (1905)
 • School of Pharmacy and Health Professions (1905)
 • Heider College of Business (1920)
 • Graduate School (1926)
 • College of Nursing (1971; four-year bachelor’s degree program began in 1958) 
 • College of Professional and Continuing Education (Established as University 

College in 1983)

History of Creighton University

History of Creighton University
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Graduation Honors
Students may graduate with honors. Criteria for graduation honors can be found in the Creighton 
University catalogs. Honors for students with previously conferred degrees are listed in this program. 
Honors for students with May degrees met the honors criteria based on Fall 2022 cumulative grade point 
averages. Official honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma based on Spring 2023 cumulative 
grade point averages. Honors for students who anticipate completing their degree requirements in August 
or December are not listed in this program. Honors will be awarded on the transcript and diploma at the 
time of degree conferral.

Degree Conferral 
Creighton University confers degrees three times per year: August, December, and May. Annual University 
commencement ceremonies are held in May for all Colleges and Schools. The hooding ritual is included 
in the commencement ceremony for master and doctoral level students. An additional graduate level 
commencement ceremony is held in December. Students who complete their degree programs in August 
or December may attend the commencement ceremony following completion, or with the approval of the 
Office of the Dean, in the preceding May. Participation in a commencement ceremony does not guarantee 
a degree is officially earned. A degree is conferred only after the dean verifies all academic requirements 
are met and the degree is posted on the student’s transcript by the Office of the Registrar.

Ceremony Photos
Ceremony Photos will photograph each graduate receiving his or her diploma. Graduates will be emailed 
a link to their photo proofs, or they can go to ceremonyphotos.com for more information. Questions may 
be addressed to service@ceremonyphotos.com or call 402.917.6518.

Lord, teach me to be generous; teach me to serve you as you 
deserve; to give and not to count the cost; to fight and not to heed 
the wounds; to toil and not to seek for rest; to labor and not to ask 
for reward; save that of knowing that I am doing your will.

A Prayer for Generosity 
St. Ignatius of Loyola, Founder of the Society of Jesus (the Jesuits)

Connect to the Creighton Commencement experience using #CreightonGrad

@CreightonSPAHP  |  @CreightonAlumni

  @CreightonUniversitySPAHP  |  @CreightonAlumni

 CreightonSPAHP  |  Creighton University Alumni

Social Media

http://ceremonyphotos.com
mailto:service%40ceremonyphotos.com?subject=
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Welcome to the Alumni FamilySept. 14–17, 2023
Join us for four days of reunion parties, campus festivities,  
food, fun, music and so much more. 
For more information, visit creighton.edu/creightondays.

Welcome to the 
Creighton University 
alumni family,
now nearly 80,000 strong. While your 
time as a student is coming to a close, 
your time in our global alumni community 
is just getting started. No matter where 
life takes you, we will be here to support 
you with opportunities and benefits to 
help you stay connected. 
Bluejays for life. 

alumni.creighton.edu

https://alumni.creighton.edu/news-and-events/creighton-days
http://alumni.creighton.edu



