
Aug. 19, 2022
Dear Colleagues,

What a joy to see our campuses bustling again with the start of
the fall semester. Thank you to everyone who is so graciously
welcoming our new students to our campuses in Omaha and
Phoenix and other locations. I know that their Creighton
experience will be all the better through the concern and attention
you, our faculty and staff, show them.

Dr. Tanya Winegard, vice provost for Student Life, and I worked
over the summer to reorganize Student Life to better serve our
students. Student Life has centered its efforts on the themes of
student formation, integrated wellness, engagement and
belonging, and housing and auxiliary services. Desiree Nownes
has accepted a new role as senior director of student formation,
and Dr. Katie Kelsey will now serve as senior director of
engagement and belonging. As Dr. Winegard concentrates on her
healing, Dr. Michele Bogard will lead Student Life’s efforts until
her return.

I want to formally welcome Dr. Barron Breland to his new role as
vice provost for Faculty and Academic Affairs and dean of the
Graduate School. My thanks also to Dr. Fred Hanna for serving
as interim chair of the Department of Fine and Performing Arts.
The new position Dr. Breland assumes will be key to our success
as we have transitioned select Graduate School programs to
disciplinary-based homes and we move into a model where the
Graduate School supports and enhances the quality of graduate
education. In addition, as vice provost, his leadership will be
instrumental as we seek to achieve specific strategic initiatives.

In addition to the important work you do each day for Creighton,
please take time to enjoy the uplifting events being offered during
Mission Week and our inaugural BlueOut celebrations, fun free
events for you and your families on Sunday, Aug. 28, at Morrison
Stadium in Omaha (register) and Thursday, Aug. 25, as a
livestream event for our colleagues in Phoenix (register). Best
wishes as you begin the fall semester, and Go Bluejays!

Sincerely,
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Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Phoenix Campus Continues Growth
Creighton’s health sciences campus in Phoenix is welcoming 48 nursing, 100 medical, 42
physical therapy, 25 occupational therapy and 13 pharmacy students to campus.  

Mindrup Keynotes Conference
Rachel Mindrup, MFA, assistant professor of drawing and painting in the
Department of Fine and Performing Arts, and the inaugural Richard L.
Deming, MD, Endowed Chair of Medical Humanities, was asked by
Clarkson College to be one of two keynote speakers for the 4th Annual

Heartland Interprofessional Education (HIPE) Conference, Elevating IPE: Bridging Clinical and
Community. The July online conference was hosted by Clarkson College, Creighton, Des Moines
University Medicine and Health Sciences and UNMC. 

Additionally, Mindrup’s etching "Routine" was juried into two national exhibitions: Long Story
Short National Exhibition, Webster Arts Center, Webster Groves, Missouri; and 2022 Extreme
Pressure Biennial of American Prints Exhibition, Webber Gallery. College of Central Florida,
Ocala, Florida. 

Heider Mindset Wins National Awards
In collaboration with the John P. Fahey Career Center, the Heider College of Business Heider
Mindset Achievement Portfolio (H-MAP) was a multi-award winner at the 2022 Suitable
Pathways to Student Development conference. H-MAP won Best Incentives and was one of
three programs nationally to win this year's Distinguished Program award. Students track their
completion of coursework and extracurricular activities that fulfill the requirements of six
mindsets (Action, Cross-Cultural, Analytical, Collaborative, Reflective and Service) via Suitable’s
online dashboard app. The H-MAP gives students an up-to-date view of where they are and
what they need.  

Shin Addresses OT Burnout
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Julia Shin, EdD, MS, OTR/L, assistant professor, and her colleagues
recently published “Prevalence and detriments of burnout among
occupational therapy practitioners in the U.S.” in the American Journal of
Occupational Therapy. Shin shared her findings in a digital session

featured on the AJOT Authors and Issues Serious YouTube channel.  

Haneman Ranked a Top Tax Professor
Frank J. Kellegher Professor of Trusts and Estates Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, was ranked No.
73 in a Top 105 Tax Professor Rankings by Google Scholar. Google Scholar is used to measure
a professor’s scholarly influence and assess performance.  

Braymen Co-Publishes Article
Charles Braymen, PhD, CFA, associate professor of economics and
finance, along with alumnus Brandon Di Paolo Harrison, DBA’19,
published “The Influence of Regulatory Change on Hospital Medicare
Cost Report” in the Journal of Governmental and Nonprofit Accounting.  

CIPER Welcomes New Team Members
The Center for Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research (CIPER) announces
additions to the team: Tom Lenz, PharmD, professor, School of Medicine; and Joan Lappe,
PhD, RN, FAAN, professor, associate dean, College of Nursing Research, are welcomed as
members of the CIPER Administrative Council. Kim Begley, PharmD, RPH, associate professor
of pharmacy practice, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, is new to the CIPER
Curriculum Team, and Jennifer Feirstein, MSPAS, PA-C, assistant professor, director of didactic
education, School of Medicine, PA Program, Phoenix, is a new member of the CIPER
Assessment Team.  

Potthoff Chosen for Research Program
Meghan Potthoff, PhD, APRN-NP, PPCNP-BC, CPNP-AC, associate
professor and Keough Family Endowed Chair in the College of Nursing,
has been chosen for the 2022-2024 Early Career Investigator Program
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(ECIP) through the UNMC Great Plains IDeA Clinical Translational Research Center. The goal of
the NIH-funded ECIP is to support early research career faculty by helping them develop an R or
K award or equivalent research career development application. Awardees were selected based
on their vision and potential for unique contributions to clinical and translational research.   

Grant Writing Workshop a Success
Nearly 100 Creighton faculty, staff and postdoctoral fellows attended a Creighton-hosted grant
writing workshop, “Write Winning Grants Seminar,” on June 22. The workshop was focused on
NIH and NSF grant writing and was partially funded by Creighton’s COBRE grant and
Nebraska’s INBRE grant.  Watch for more grant writing events during the upcoming academic
year.  

Wheeler to Publish Third Novel
Theodore Wheeler, MFA, resident assistant professor, will have his third
novel published by prestigious publisher Little, Brown & Company. The
War Begins in Paris is a suspenseful work of literary noir about two
female foreign correspondents – a provocative American fascist and an

introverted young pacificist – whose fates intertwine behind enemy lines during World War II.
Similar to his previous novel, Kings of Broken Things, The War Begins in Paris blends historical
and fictional characters amid a backdrop of true events.   

Medical First-Year Class on Board
More than 6,300 prospective students applied to the medical school and 230 were selected as
members of the Class of 2026. There are 130 first-year medical students in Omaha and 100 in
Phoenix. They represent 32 states and 93 undergraduate colleges and universities. This is the
first year that Creighton will have a full medical school in Arizona – students from all four years of
medical school (M1-M4) will now be studying and training at Creighton University Health
Sciences Campus – Phoenix. 

Beran-Shepler is PT Representative
Kimberly Beran-Shepler, PT, DPT, OCS, FNAP, assistant professor,
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School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, recently attended the
Interprofessional Education Collaborative (IPEC) Semi-Annual Council

Meeting in Washington, D.C.  She will serve a three-year term as the physical therapy
representative from the American Council of Academic Physical Therapy (ACAPT).   

Success Center Introduces New Staff
• Kate Cherney, JD, has been named director of Student Accessibility Services, the office

that coordinates accommodations for students in all colleges and schools, in both Omaha
and Phoenix. She most recently served as a staff attorney and special assistant professor
at the law school’s Milton R. Abrahams Legal Clinic, where she supervised law students
enrolled in the clinic and represented clients involved in civil litigation who could not
otherwise afford an attorney.

• Katie Larson, director of the Center for Advising Resources and Support (CARS), brings
more than 10 years’ experience in fostering strong campus partnerships among students,
faculty and staff and comes to Creighton most recently from UNO, where she served as
the assistant director of advising for the College of Education, Health and Human Services
and was named the Advisor of the Year.

• Anne DeLuca began in July as director for the Office of Student and Family Support.
Before joining Creighton, she directed the Parents and Family Program at Kansas State.
She brings extensive experience with a parent and family hotline, career-closet and on-
campus food pantry, as well as leadership on a parents/family advisory board and family
weekend. She will lead student retention efforts in collaboration with schools, colleges and
offices beginning with the implementation of the Success Center’s Student and Family
Support Desk.

Knight Receives Top 10 Ranking
Maggie Knight, DBA, CPA, CGMA, associate professor of accounting
and director of the Master of Accounting (MAC) program, was ranked
10th internationally among notable accounting researchers whose work
is recognized by Brigham Young University Accounting Rankings.  

Parsons Awarded Science Grant
Bradley Parsons, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry in
the College of Arts and Sciences, was awarded a National Science Grant. Parsons received a
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three-year award of $268,839 for his project, Singlet O2 from van der Waals Complexes and the
Competition Between Product Channels, which will explore two different sets of products from
photoexcitation of supramolecular complexes involving molecular oxygen and an organic
chromophore. The grant provides funding for new lab equipment and supplies and supports
undergraduate research through summer stipends and conference travel.  
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Students Present on Research
Sixteen Creighton undergraduate INBRE Scholars gave outstanding research presentations at
the annual Nebraska National Institutes of Health INBRE conference Aug. 7-9 in Nebraska City.
Our students took home five of the 10 awards and won the top award in both oral and poster
presentations. Creighton had seven junior INBRE Scholars (Adam Burr, Sophie
Ciechanowski, Grace Jaworski, Andree-Zeid Kakish, Jonathan Li, Olivia Nicholson and
Caitlin Sousley) give oral presentations and nine senior INBRE Scholars (Demi Brown, Molly
Dolan, Erin Hebert, Jes Lemke, Rhiannon McCracken, Kate Timboe, Thien Tran, Daniel
Wood and Nathan Zimmerman) give poster presentations. The INBRE project is designed to
enhance the competitiveness of biomedical research in Nebraska and Creighton has been
involved for over 20 years. The current five-year grant is a $17.2 million NIH grant to support the
INBRE program aimed at increasing undergraduate research experiences and producing more
scientists in the state. (Pictured above, from left, are Molly Dolan, Demi Brown, Rhiannon
McCracken, Olivia Nicholson and Grace Jaworski.)

Summers Named Associate Law Dean
Yvonnda Summers, JD, joined Creighton Law in June as dean of Student Affairs, Equity,
Diversity and Inclusion. She was selected from a strong national pool of applicants through a
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process that included student, faculty and staff input. Summers is originally from Omaha,
received her bachelor’s degree from Creighton, and has been a criminal defense attorney for
eight years. 

Medicine Welcomes Arrupe Scholars
The School of Medicine has welcomed the inaugural cohort of Arrupe Global Scholars. During
the five-year Arrupe Global Scholars Program students in Phoenix and Omaha will earn a Master
of Public Health (MPH) and Doctor of Medicine (MD). Each year, Creighton selects 12 applicants
to join the program. This inaugural cohort spent two weeks this summer in the Dominican
Republic, learning firsthand about global health. 

Kirkpatrick Presented with Award
Amanda Kirkpatrick, PhD, RN, associate professor and Brooks Scholar,
College of Nursing FIRE Initiative 2021-2024, has been named an
International Nursing Association for Clinical Simulation and Learning
(INACSL) Excellence Award Winner. Kirkpatrick has developed an

extensive portfolio of simulated clinical activities related to palliative care. She was presented the
award at INACSL’s conference in Milwaukee.  

Rocheville Receives Management Academy Award
Kim Rocheville, PhD, assistant professor of management, Heider College of Business, received
the Rupert F. Chisholm Best Theory-to-Practice Paper award from the Academy of Management
Organization Development and Change (ODC) Division for her paper, “Subtractive Change in the
Face of Adversity: Expanding Theory on Organizational Dormancy.”  
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Pharmacy Faculty Awarded Best Paper
Maryann Skrabal, PharmD, CDCES, professor of pharmacy practice, and Kelli Coover,
PharmD, BCGP, FASCP, associate professor of pharmacy practice, received the 2021-2022 Best
Paper Award for the Substance Use Disorder Special Interest Group at the American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP) meeting in July. The paper and research project
examine pharmacy student perspectives on the opioid crisis and involved several investigators
from other universities. (Skrabal is pictured above, in the center, and Coover is at far right, along
with faculty from other universities.)

Fortune Ranks St. Joseph's No. 4
One of Creighton’s partners in Phoenix, Dignity Health St. Joseph's Hospital and Medical Center,
was listed as No. 4 in the "15 Top Major Teaching Hospitals" list by Fortune.  

O'Kane, Barritt Publish Textbook
Barbara O’Kane, PhD, professor of oral biology, and Laura Barritt, PhD, professor and chair of
oral biology, recently published Neuroscience for Dentistry, a textbook geared toward
“understanding neural mechanisms that control orofacial pain, proper masticatory function, taste,
speech, swallowing and proprioceptive input to the temporomandibular joint and teeth is an
important facet of dentistry.” Dental professors of oral biology Margaret Jergenson, DDS, and
Gilbert Willett, PhD, also contributed to the textbook. 
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OT Faculty and Students Publish in Journal
Marion Russell, OTD, MOTR/L, SCFES, assistant professor, alongside her students, recently
published “Occupational Therapy Students’ Perceived Preparedness to Work with Transgender
Clients” in the Journal of Occupational Therapy Education. Additionally, Anna Domina, OTD,
OTR/L, associate professor, and her colleagues recently published “Perceived Value and
Usefulness of Entry Level Occupational Therapy Doctoral Capstone” in the same journal.

Law Professors Write Article on NIL
Law professors Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, and David Weber, JD, co-wrote a paper regarding
limitations still in place for foreign athletes regarding the NIL (name, image and likeness) policy.
The article proposes an approach by which foreign athletes can maximize NIL earning potential,
and it also highlights areas of improvement in the current framework of law and regulation.

View this email online.

2500 California Plaza
Omaha, NE | 68178 US

This email was sent to bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu.
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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