
Dec. 15, 2022
Dear Colleagues,

I hope that this message finds everyone enjoying the satisfaction
of completing another successful semester and the eager
anticipation of the holiday break.

As many of you have become accustomed, for the holidays I
share a little bit about me. I have so enjoyed getting to know my
Creighton family members and I look forward to this issue of
the Provost Digest each year.  My first holiday message at
Creighton in 2020 included my Top Ten Holiday Spotify playlist,
last year I shared a favorite cookie recipe, and this year I have
selected one of our family’s favorite past times – playing card
games.

When I was 3 years old, my parents built a home on my father’s
family farm across the lane from my grandmother. My grandfather
passed away shortly before my first birthday. Since my older
sister and brother were in school and my mom always had plenty
of work on the farm, I would walk across the lane to my
grandmother’s nearly every afternoon. My grandmother was not
formally educated past 6th grade; however, she was brilliant. She
wrote her own crossword puzzle dictionaries, created her own
board games and taught me how to read, write and do simple
math before I went to kindergarten. She also loved cookies and
coffee (I would have hot chocolate) nearly as much as she loved
to play cards. She taught me to play Solitaire, Kings Corners,
and Crazy Eights. I am grateful for all that she taught me, and I
adopted her passion for playing cards.

As I got older my card playing advanced. On a daily 45-minute
school bus ride you learn a variety of new skills. Included were
much more sophisticated card games such as Euchre, Blackjack
and Poker. Later in college I continued to play cards with friends.
When Dave and I were first married and I was in graduate school,
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our income justified cards (free) as a primary means of
entertainment. We modified Euchre to play with just two and also
added Hearts. My parents also taught us how to
play Pinochle and we even joined a Pinochle club at church
where we were significantly younger than the other members.
However, the food was great, the price was right, and the time in
community was a treasure.

(I have provided links to YouTube videos if you are interested in
learning some of the less familiar games. Please note, the “house
rules” or instructions for these games might be slightly different
from how you, or others you play with, may have learned.)

Through the years as our family grew and our responsibilities at
work and at home expanded, we found less and less time for
playing cards. But the most wonderful part about cards is you
don’t need much to play (except Pinochle, where I still need
a meld sheet). We have taught our children how to play Euchre
and a variety of other games for this very reason.

Whether it is cards or some other family game favorite, I hope
that you will find time to enjoy a game or two with family and
friends this Holiday Season.

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays! Looking forward to a
wonderful 2023 together.

Mardell 

Xia Earns Two Grant Awards
Jun Xia, PhD, assistant professor in the School of Medicine
Biomedical Sciences Department, received a two-year $120,000 grant
from LB595 Cancer and Smoking Disease Research Development
Grant Program. Xia also received a three-year NIH/NIEHS ROO
award for the project “The Role of Aquaporin 3 In Arsenic-induced
DNA Damage and Mutagenesis.”  
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Rural Hybrid Residency Programs Launched
The School of Medicine and CHI Health have created two first-of-their-kind residency
programs to give new graduates experience in both urban and rural areas of Nebraska. The
programs are now open to applicants and the first physicians will be selected in March 2023. As
part of these programs, the Office of Graduate Medical Education and CHI Health have created
hybrid rural tracks for internal medicine residents and psychiatry residents.   

Tao Awarded Funding for Projects
Litao Tao, PhD, assistant professor in the Biomedical Sciences
Department, received a $94,500 grant from the HRP consortium for
the project “Cross-species epigenetic comparison.” He also received
NIH/NIGMS COBRE funding for three years to study Pou4f3
enhancers in hearing loss treatment.  

Scott Joins Clinical Trial Grant 
Kimberly Scott, PT, DPT, PhD, assistant professor of physical therapy, has joined research
investigators at Boys Town National Research Hospital on a $3 million grant for a clinical trial to
investigate the neurological basis for improved motor function following physical therapy
intervention in adolescents with cerebral palsy. The results of the clinical trial will help
researchers and clinicians individualize physical therapy treatment to optimize motor function for
individuals with cerebral palsy. 

Grant Funding Received from Nebraska Collegiate
Prevention Alliance
The Office of Community Standards and Wellbeing has received a portion of funding from
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the NECPA American Rescue Plan, a Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant
provided by the Nebraska Collegiate Prevention Alliance (NECPA). The funding will be applied to
primary prevention – providing knowledge and increasing awareness of the nature and extent of
alcohol and other drug use, abuse, and addiction, as well as their effects on individuals, families
and communities. 

Honor Society Inducts 12 Students
Creighton’s chapter of Alpha Sigma Lambda, Nu Tau Epsilon, the honor society for nontraditional
students, inducted 12 new adult learners on Nov. 9. Four of the new inductees were students in
the Jesuit Worldwide Learning program.  

Gelineau-van Waes to Speak at
National Meeting
Janee Gelineau-van Waes, DVM, PhD, associate professor in the
Pharmacology and Neuroscience Department and chair of Creighton’s
IACUC (Institutional Animal Care and Use) Committee, was invited to
speak at this year’s annual meeting for Public Responsibility in
Medicine and Research, a nonprofit dedicated to advancing the

highest ethical standards in research. 

Cooper to Serve as Workshop Faculty Member
Kindra Cooper, JD, MPA, MA, CIP, assistant clinical professor in the Medical Humanities
Department and IRB director, will serve as faculty at the 2023 Radiological Society of North
America (RSNA) Clinical Trials Methodology Workshop in January. The workshop is designed to
assist RSNA members in acquiring tools and expertise to develop protocols for clinical
evaluation of imaging modalities and becoming a funded principal investigator for imaging clinical
trials.  

Santos Published on Socially
Responsible Marketing
The Rev. Nicky Santos, SJ, associate professor of marketing in the
Heider College of Business, had his article, "Socially Responsible
Marketing: To, With, and For Impoverished Populations," published in
the Journal of Macromarketing.
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Taylor Is New Biostatistician
Jack Taylor, PhD, joins Creighton in January as the new biostatistician overseeing the
Biostatistical Core Facility for research on campus. He is currently completing his post-doctoral
fellowship at Georgia State University and holds a BA from Westminster College and a PhD from
the University of Nebraska Omaha. Taylor will be available to assist any research investigator
and/or study team with statistical needs in investigations and will be a member of the IACUC
Committee.  

Danielsen to Lead Kripke Center
Congratulations to Sabrina Danielsen, PhD, Department of Cultural
and Social Studies in the College of Arts and Sciences, who has been
named the next director of the Rabbi Myer and Dorothy Kripke Center
for Religion and Society. She succeeds Ron Simkins, PhD, who has
led the Kripke Center for more than 20 years. Danielsen’s area of
research and teaching expertise is in the sociology of religion. She
has been a faculty associate of the Kripke Center since 2014 and

begins her new role July 1, 2023. The Kripke Center encourages the study of all religious groups
and beliefs throughout the world, past and present.

Nursing Chosen for National Initiative
The College of Nursing was selected by the American Association of Colleges of Nursing
(AACN) to participate in a national initiative to transform nursing education and practice. The
College of Nursing will receive $100,000 in funding to support curriculum redesign efforts as well
as technical assistance from AACN through March 2025. Following a call for proposals in
October, 76 completed applications were received and Creighton’s was one of only 10 proposals
selected. 

IRHG Receives Honors
At the annual Regional Leadership Conference for MACURH
(Midwest Association of Colleges and Universities Residence Halls),
assistant director for Residential Life Chris Hill (pictured) and Inter
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Residence Hall Government president Nicholas Huson were
awarded Molly Initiative Pins. The pins were given to conference
delegates who showed enthusiasm for MACURH and were supportive

to delegates during the conference. 

Team Publishes on Interdisciplinary Studies
Candace Bloomquist, PhD, associate professor in the EdD in Interdisciplinary Leadership
program, and Lydia Holtz, MBA, program coordinator, along with Lee Ebersole, EdD’19
and Jacqulyn Dudasko, EdD’20, have published an article in Issues in Interdisciplinary
Studies, titled “Suggestions for Co-Curricular Enhancement of Interdisciplinary Programs.”   

Marshall Discusses the
PhD Lifecycle
Jason Marshall, PhD, assistant professor of
management in the Heider College of Business,
moderated a panel discussion about the PhD
Lifecycle at the PhD Project's Annual
Conference in Chicago. He also led roundtable
discussions and participated in 1-on-1 sessions
to review prospective students’ statements of
purpose for their PhD applications. The PhD Project is dedicated to increasing business faculty
representation for members of historically underrepresented groups.   

Haneman Article Addresses FTX
Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, Frank J. Kellegher Professor of Trusts and Estates, contributed a
piece to CoinDesk regarding the tax consequences for investors involved in the FTX
implosion and the possible role of founder Sam Bankman-Fried on deductibility.  

Hansen Lectures, Receives
Dermatology Honors
Laura Hansen, PhD, associate dean for research, School of
Medicine, was invited to give the Eugene S. Bereston, MD, Lecture for
the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at the
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University of Maryland School of Medicine, which was titled,
“Structure and function of human Flower isoforms in skin cancer.” She
also received the Eugene S. Bereston, MD, Award for Excellence in
Dermatology.

Medicine Faculty, Student Publish Article
Shreshtha Dash, PhD student, Jian Zuo, PhD, professor and chair of the School of Medicine
Department of Biomedical Sciences, and Peter Steyger, PhD, professor, co-authored a peer-
reviewed research article in Pharmaceutics, “Local Delivery of Therapeutics to the Cochlea
Using Nanoparticles and Other Biomaterials.”  

Dental Student Wins Research Award
Marian Pacho, pictured, a first-year dental student, won the Hinman
Student Research Award at the 27th Annual Hinman Student
Research Symposium in October at the historic Peabody Hotel in
downtown Memphis. The symposium rewards and encourages
student efforts in research and supports the research and educational
programs of faculty research mentors and research administrators.
For the past six years, Sonia Rocha-Sanchez, PhD, has contributed

to the Hinman Student Research Symposium and ensured Creighton dental students’
participation in the event. This year the symposium featured oral and poster presentations of
research projects by 101 dental students representing 46 dental schools in 30 states, the District
of Columbia, Puerto Rico and a Canadian province. Marian Pacho won one of the Clinical
Research Awards for her project, “Characterization of 3D-Printable Resins Loaded with Ag-Ion
Releasing Zeolites,” which was directed by Stephen Gross, PhD, professor of oral biology. 

Read more and submit news items at my.creighton.edu/creightontoday.

Visit Creighton Today
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View this email online.

2500 California Plaza
Omaha, NE | 68178 US

This email was sent to bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu.
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.
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