
Jan. 19, 2023
Dear Colleagues,

As we conclude an uplifting and most successful MLK Week
2023 at Creighton in celebration of the life and work of the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., I want to express my thanks to
all those who helped make it possible. It was unfortunate the
weather caused cancellation of our final event, the Be the
Bridge Live panel discussion, but from the lecture in the law
school by Jonathan Augustine, JD, DMin, last Friday, to the
Unity Prayer Luncheon with Latasha Morrison yesterday, may
we be inspired to take the insights we gained into our
classrooms, our homes and our communities each day going
forward.

There is additional good news to share as we begin the spring
semester. First, we are so pleased that Creighton and Arizona
State University have been awarded a grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to collaborate on
creating new pathways for first-generation students to pursue
the health professions. Congratulations to all those involved in
making Humanities and Health Justice Pathways possible,
and especially the Kingfisher Institute for the Liberal Arts and
Professions and Tracy Leavelle, PhD, director of the institute
and co-director of the grant project.  

Mark your calendars for a book reading and Q and A with
acclaimed, bestselling author Uwem Akpan, on Jan. 26 from 7
to 8 p.m. CT. More information will be available soon, but the
event, co-sponsored by many offices on our campus, is sure
to be informative and enjoyable.

Faculty and staff are also invited to a reception in the Lied Art
Gallery Jan. 27 from 4-6 p.m. to kick off an exhibit of our
talented faculty from the Department of Fine and Performing
Arts. This outstanding exhibit runs through March 1.

Congratulations to Sarah Walker, PhD, vice president for
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion, on being named a Chief
Diversity Officer (CDO) Fellow with the National Association
for Diversity Officers in Higher Education (NADOHE). The
NADOHE leads the national and international conversation on
diversity, equity and inclusion in postsecondary education. As
a CDO Fellow, Dr. Walker is paired with a seasoned CDO who
provides advice, guidance and feedback on a major
initiative. Dr. Walker’s project involves creating EDI
development sessions for senior managers at Creighton.

Last but not least, we are so proud of our undergraduate

Firefox https://t.e2ma.net/message/geaz1f/8ns9inf

1 of 6 1/19/23, 1:13 PM

https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/k1ig43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/k1ig43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/k1ig43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/k1ig43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/k1ig43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/k1ig43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/0tjg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/0tjg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/0tjg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/0tjg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/gmkg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/gmkg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/gmkg43
https://t.e2ma.net/click/geaz1f/8ns9inf/gmkg43


research students who attended and presented late last year
at an international neuroscience conference. My thanks to the
Department of Biology faculty who mentored and
accompanied them. The students were among 28,000
attendees at Neuroscience 2022 and they learned from
renowned neuroscientists from more than 80 countries,
including Nobel Prize winners. 

Here’s to a wonderful spring semester!

Sincerely,

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

Graduate Degrees Conferred
The Graduate School conferred 31 graduate certificates, 92
master’s degrees and 16 doctoral degrees in
December. Forty-one graduate students were hooded during
the December Graduate Commencement/Hooding Ceremony,
which was held Dec. 8 in the Harper Center’s Ahmanson
Ballroom.

Retreat Center Hosts Silent Retreats
The Creighton University Retreat Center is hosting three-day Silent Ignatian Retreats throughout
the first half of 2023. The Ignatian Silent Retreat is an opportunity to listen to God and become
more aware of God’s love and how it manifests in your life. A spiritual director will offer prayer
suggestions and a daily meeting provides the opportunity to relish and magnify your experiences
of God. Retreats will be held Jan. 19-22; Feb. 23-26; April 13-16; and May 4-7. Learn more
and register here. 

Student Success Team Discusses
Retention Jump
Wayne Young Jr., PhD, Charisse Williams, Mary Ann Tietjen and
Joe Ecklund, PhD, of the interdivisional Student Success team, share
how Creighton has built and maintained a three-point jump in first-year
student retention the past three years on The Admissions Leadership
Podcast. 

Library Specialists Offer Research Assistance
As subject experts, many Creighton faculty are contributing to their chosen fields through
scholarship. Creighton University Libraries is launching a new research assistance consultation
service in partnership with Creighton researchers. Available through the systematic and scoping
reviews guide are links to resources such as developing and registering a protocol, collecting
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and organizing studies, screening results and writing a manuscript. The research and instruction
librarians are experts in developing search strategies and systematic searching, both integral
parts of a systematic and scoping review. To find out more, contact Judith Bergjord, research
review specialist, or your library liaison.  

Al-Refaie Named New Surgery Chair
The School of Medicine and CHI Health are pleased to announce the
appointment of Waddah B. Al-Refaie, MD, FACS, as the new chair of
the Department of Surgery at the School of Medicine Omaha campus
and chair of the Department of Surgery for CHI Health Clinic. Al-Refaie
will oversee and direct the clinical, research, education, academic and
innovative missions of general surgery, colorectal, trauma/acute care
surgery, cardiovascular and thoracic surgery at Creighton and CHI
Health. He comes to Creighton from MedStar Health and Georgetown
University, where he served as regional chief of Surgical Oncology, the
John S. Dillon Chair in Surgical Oncology and Surgeon in Chief of the
Lombardi Comprehensive Cancer Center. 

CIPER Congratulates Fellows
The Center for Interprofessional Practice (CIPER) congratulates the following, who recently
received the honor of National Academies of Practice (NAP) Fellowships, which acknowledges
outstanding achievements and leadership in professions and interprofessional care:

·       Lisa Black, PT, DPT, professor, Department of Physical Therapy, School of Pharmacy and
Health Professions, Distinguished Fellow of the National Academies of Practice (NAP) in
Physical Therapy

·       Jennifer Jessen, EdD, RN, CNOR, assistant professor, College of Nursing, executive
director of CIPER, Distinguished Fellow of the National Academies of Practice (NAP) in the
Nursing Academy

·       Jillian Wallen, BDS, MS, professor and dean, School of Dentistry, Distinguished Fellow of
the National Academies of Practice (NAP) in Dentistry 

Alston Profiled on PBS
Professor Littleton Alston, MFA, was profiled by PBS
NewsHour as the first African American with work displayed in
Statuary Hall. 

Faculty Address ‘Glass Cliff Phenomenon’
Regina Taylor, PhD, associate professor of management, and Sijing Wei, PhD, assistant
professor of accounting, along with Olivia Moyle, BSBA’22, wrote “The Glass Cliff
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Phenomenon,” an article that addresses women leaders assuming leadership positions as an
organization is falling apart or facing multifaceted difficulties. The article was published in the
Business Ethics Alliance magazine, The Beacon- Q4 2022. 

Occupational Therapy Students
Featured by Phoenix News Media
Students in the occupational therapy (OT) program in
Phoenix, in collaboration with their professors, created the
"Top Toy Picks for Toddlers and Babies" list. The students
evaluated toys for infants to age 5, based on aiding fine motor
skills, spatial awareness, tactile differentiation, visual motor
skills and more. The local CBS affiliate featured the list and
the CITYSun Times also covered the story. Photo: Carrie
Bose, OTD, OTR/L, assistant professor of occupational
therapy, left, and student Amanda Karch appeared live on
KTVK's Good Morning Arizona to discuss the list and
demonstrate a few of the toys.

Moss Breen Kuzelka Article on Developing Leaders
Co-editors Jennifer Moss Breen Kuzelka, PhD, associate professor, EdD in Interdisciplinary
Leadership, and Michael Gleason, Wartburg College, conceptualize the needs and current
practices of graduate and professional leaders in the latest winter 2022 issue of New Directions
for Student Leadership, which explores developing leaders in graduate and professional school
settings.  

Haneman on Fox Business
Victoria Haneman, JD, LLM, Frank J. Kellegher Professor of Trusts
and Estates, was featured on Fox Business advocating for tax
incentives for environmentally friendly burials in the funeral industry.  

Nursing Faculty Present at Conference
Faculty members from the College of Nursing presented at the American Association of Colleges
of Nursing (AACN) Transform Conference in Chicago in December. The faculty represented
several groups involved in educational research: Mandy Kirkpatrick, PhD, RN, participated in
the panel presentation Palliative Care Competence Development through Simulation: Excellence
& Innovation to Meet the New AACN Essentials. Sarah Ball, PhD, RNC-OB, C-EFM, and her
team, including Jacque Williams, MSN, RN, NC-BC, Jacqueline Hanks, DNP, APRN-NP, and
Dana Koziol, MSN, RN, conducted a podium presentation, “Integration of Leadership Traits
Across the Undergraduate Nursing Curriculum.” Chelsea Hamhzie, DNP, APRN-NP, and Trevor
Woodward, MSN, RN, PED-BC, along with their colleagues Jacqueline Hanks, DNP, APRN-
NP, and Whitney Van De Graaff, MSN, RN, CPN, presented their poster Addressing Social
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Determinants of Health: Themes from Nursing Student Reflections. Sarah Ball, PhD, RNC-OB,
C-EFM, also presented a poster with her colleagues, Julie Manz, PhD, RN, Martha Todd, PhD,
APRN-NP, Lindsay Iverson, DNP, APRN, ACNP-BC, and Lucas Manning, MSN, RN, CHSE,
Competency-based Assessment in Dedicated Education Units. Margo Minnich, DNP, RN, along
with Mandy Kirkpatrick and their team including Beth Flott, EdD, RN, Ann Laughlin, PhD, RN,
FAAN, and Lori Rusch, PhD, RN, CNE, presented their poster Fostering Professional Skills:
Collaborative Learning and Leadership.

Richardson Named a Top 5 Leader
Randy Richardson, MD, regional dean, School of Medicine Phoenix
Campus, was named a Top 5 leader for health care education in the
state of Arizona in the AZ Business Leaders annual publication. 

Physical Therapy Adds Sports Residency
The School of Pharmacy and Health Professions Department of Physical Therapy is adding a
Sports Physical Therapy Residency program. The 12-month program, directed by Michelle
Reilly, PT, DPT, and Terry Grindstaff, PhD, PT, ATC, will develop new practitioners into
confident sports PT clinicians. 

Rastegari Published in Sensors
Ellie Rastegari, PhD, assistant professor of business intelligence and
analytics in the Heider College of Business, co-authored “Detection of
Parkinson’s Disease Using Wrist Accelerometer Data and Passive
Monitoring” in Sensors. 

Maciejewski to Serve in National Role
Jeffrey Maciejewski, PhD, professor in the Department of Computer Science, Design and
Journalism, has been appointed to serve on the Council of Better Business Bureaus National
Programs National Advertising Review Board (NARB), which helps set consistent standards for
advertising truth and accuracy by adjudicating claims of false or misleading advertising. The
NARB is the appellate counterpart to the CBBB’s National Advertising Division.

Medical Student Credits
Volunteering
First-year medical student Esai Ponce from the Phoenix
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campus wrote an article on how volunteering steered him
toward medicine, and he provided tips for others to fit giving
back into a busy schedule. Several local papers published the
story, including the Phoenix Business Journal. Ponce was also
interviewed alongside Sonal Haerter, MB,BS, assistant
professor in the School of Medicine in Phoenix, by the local
ABC affiliate, ABC15. Photo: Student Esai Ponce, right, meets
with a patient at the St. Vincent de Paul Clinic in Phoenix.

Read more online at my.creighton.edu/creightontoday.
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