
Oct. 20, 2022
Dear Colleagues,

As Creighton University, we are collectively committed to
advancing our strategic mission and vision as we look toward the
horizon of higher education – and research is an essential
dimension of our position as a world-class academic institution. I
would like to devote my Provost Digest message this month to a
discussion of the important work of our Institutional Review
Board (IRB).

By committing to research, we also commit to ensuring the rights
and welfare of research subjects and our compliance with
applicable laws. To this end, we have begun a thoughtful,
deliberate journey to evaluate our existing support for research
functions and compliance to better understand potential
enhancements to the full lifecycle of our IRB processes, policies,
organizational structure and relevant technology tools. We have
engaged Deloitte Consulting’s higher education practice to create
an awareness of the current state of our IRB operating model,
policies, processes and supporting technologies, and to develop
leading practice-informed recommendations for refinements,
enhancements and changes that complement and enhance the
work that has been done in recent months within the IRB.

Over the past weeks, members of Deloitte’s higher education
research team have engaged stakeholders across Creighton to
understand how we operate, with a specific focus on potential
opportunities to advance our ability to achieve our research
mission. Through their discovery process, which included several
key faculty and staff, various questions, themes and opportunities
have already emerged. We are looking forward to receiving final
observations and recommendations from our colleagues at
Deloitte later this semester.

It should be noted that over recent months IRB staff members,
many of whom are new to Creighton, have been faced with the
competing priorities of reviewing new submissions, maintaining
oversight of existing open protocols, and addressing critical
updates to policies and procedures. Your patience and
professionalism are greatly appreciated as the necessary
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changes and updates are made to ensure full compliance with all
federal and state regulations required for human subject
research. 

The University has made significant advances in research and
scholarship. Assessing our research infrastructure to determine
how best to support our faculty, staff and students, with a first-
focus on IRB, is an essential next step in response to those
advances. Juliane Strauss-Soukup, PhD, vice provost for
Research and Sponsored Programs, and I look forward to sharing
what we have learned and how we are responding in upcoming
months. 

The temperature shifts and autumn colors are reminding us that
we are moving into the second half of the fall semester. I hope
that your semester is going very well, and thank you for all that
you do for our students! 

Kind regards,

Mardell A. Wilson, EdD, RDN
Provost

CIPER Team Members Awarded
The Center for Interprofessional Practice, Education and Research (CIPER) congratulates these
team members on receiving 2022 American Interprofessional Health Collaborative (AIHC)
awards:

!"AIHC Outstanding Faculty Mentor Award: Jennifer Jessen, EdD, RN, CNOR, assistant
professor, College of Nursing, executive director of CIPER. This award recognizes a
faculty member for outstanding mentorship of students and/or peers in interprofessional
education and/or practice.

!"AIHC Interprofessional Practice Award: Kimberly Beran Shepler, PT, DPT, OCS, FNAP,
assistant professor, School of Pharmacy and Health Professions, director of IPE Passport
for CIPER. This award recognizes an individual who demonstrates excellence in
interprofessional practice. 

Fahey Career Center’s Year in Review
Available
The John P. Fahey Career Center contributed greatly to the Student
Success area through notable accomplishments highlighted in the
2021-2022 Year in Review, including a record year for several student
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and employer engagement metrics. 

Hearn Publishes New Book
Jean Hearn, EdD, associate professor in the Department of Education, published Integrating the
Arts into the Everyday Classroom. The book brings to life an approach to teaching that focuses
on arts integration, which affords students multiple ways to make sense of what teachers are
trying to teach them. 

DiLeo Gives Endowed Lecture at Yale 
Daniel DiLeo, PhD, associate professor and director of the Justice
and Peace Studies Program, gave the 2022 Jeanie Graustein Lecture
on Environmental Justice at the St. Thomas More Catholic Chapel
and Center at Yale University. “Catholic Climate Action: Net Zero
Emissions in Fidelity to the Church’s Mission” outlined Church
teaching on climate change and argued that Catholic institutions have
a moral responsibility to follow the Vatican’s example and commit to
net zero carbon.

Faculty and Students Awarded NASA Grants
Eric Bredahl, PhD, associate professor in the Department of Exercise Science and Pre-Health
Professions, was awarded a $10,000 NASA Nebraska Space Grant. Erin Gross, PhD, professor
in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry, was awarded a Faculty NASA Grant of
$5,000. Also, two NASA grants of $3,000 each were awarded to students doing research with
Arts and Sciences faculty: Patrick Herchenbach will work with Erin Gross, and Sahrai
Luna will work with Joel Destino, PhD, assistant professor in the Department of Chemistry and
Biochemistry. 

Wishart Addresses Streetcar Route
Ryan Wishart, PhD, assistant professor of sociology, released
a report about how the Omaha Streetcar Authority’s proposed route
will impact cyclists in the city. The report is a collaboration between

email : Webview : Provost Digest – October 2022 https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf

3 of 9 10/20/22, 6:58 PM

https://t.e2ma.net/click/wehdrf/8ns9inf/gy1ha3
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wehdrf/8ns9inf/gy1ha3
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wehdrf/8ns9inf/gy1ha3
https://t.e2ma.net/click/wehdrf/8ns9inf/gy1ha3


Creighton’s Social Science Data Lab and Mode Shift Omaha.
University Communications and Marketing (UCOM) helped arrange
interviews and Wishart was featured on KETV, WOWT, and in
the Omaha World-Herald.

Faculty Publish on Financial Crime
Heider College’s Don Lux, DBA, assistant professor of practice, and John Wingender, PhD,
professor of economics and finance, along with retired faculty member Vasant Raval, DBA, had
their paper "Compensation Structure Impact on Executive Value Judgment Shift Resulting in
Occurrence of Fraud" accepted for publication in the Journal of Financial Crime. 

Jensen Gives Lecture in Virginia
Gail Jensen, PT, PhD, FAPTA, vice provost for Learning and
Assessment, dean emerita, and professor of physical therapy, was
invited to give the Robert L. Lamb Distinguished Lecture at Virginia
Commonwealth University in Richmond on Sept. 13. Her lecture was
titled “Learning for a Lifetime: Developing Master Adaptive Learners.”

Simeones Awarded Five-Year NIH Grant
Tim Simeone, PhD, and Kristina Simeone, PhD, Department of Pharmacology and
Neuroscience in the School of Medicine, were awarded a five-year, multi-PI, R01 grant from the
National Institutes of Health, National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke for
$1,497,966 for their project “Autoresuscitation and SUDEP.” This grant to study sudden
unexplained death in epilepsy was funded by an NIH High Program Priority Award.  

Thomas Speaks at Wabash College
Diana Thomas, PhD, director of the Institute for Economic Inquiry in
the Heider College of Business, gave a talk, "Axiom of Power: The
Inevitability of Democratic Tyranny of the Minority" at Wabash College
on Oct. 7.
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Smith, Piemonte Explore Tiered Grading
James Smith Jr., MD, DBe, professor of medical education and medical humanities on the
Omaha campus, and Nicole Piemonte, PhD, associate professor of medical humanities and
assistant dean for student affairs in Phoenix, have published an article in Teaching and Learning
in Medicine, “The Problematic Persistence of Tiered Grading in Medical School.” Smith and
Piemonte explore the historical, psychosocial and moral dimensions of the use of tiered grading
(such as “honors,” “pass,” “fail,” numeric rankings, letter grades) in medical schools. They
challenge medical educators to consider alternative, nontiered assessment tools to ensure a
competent, diverse, effective and holistically trained medical school graduate.

Hwang Awarded to Study Stroke
Jee-Yeon Hwang, PhD, Department of Pharmacology and
Neuroscience in the School of Medicine, received a two-year,
$145,500 NIH/NIGMS Cognitive Neuroscience of Development and
Aging (CoNDA) Center Pilot Project Award titled “Neuroinflammation
in neurodegeneration and cognitive impairment associated with global
ischemia.” This project will identify new inflammatory processes
causing stroke and study novel agents to improve outcomes in

experimental models of stroke.

University Libraries Celebrate Open Access Week 
Open Access Week is Oct. 24-30, with the theme “Open for Climate Justice.” The Open Access
community seeks to foster rapid, global and interdisciplinary collaboration and cooperation to
combat the effects of the climate crisis. Learn more about Open Access Week. 

Morse Presents on Ag Law
Ed Morse, JD, McGrath North Mullin and Kratz Endowed Chair in
Business Law, planned and presented at the 2022 Ag Law Summit,
which was hosted at Creighton. The program provides an overview of
tax law provisions relating to a variety of issues that arise in farm and
ranch tax, estate and business planning. 
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Medicine Awards ‘Collegiate Professorships’
The Department of Medicine awarded the inaugural “Collegiate Professorships” to three faculty
to acknowledge their academic potential and contributions and to highlight the School of
Medicine’s history. Academic funds are allocated to support these researchers:

!"Laurel Preheim Collegiate Professorship: Manasa Velagapudi, MBBS, assistant
professor and program director, infectious diseases

!"Alfred W. Brody Collegiate Professorship: Nikhil Jagan, MBBS, assistant professor,
pulmonary, critical care and sleep medicine

!"Stephen Lanspa Collegiate Professorship: Saurabh Chandan, MD, assistant professor,
gastroenterology

CFE and Research, Scholarship Updates
!"The Research and Scholarship Collaborative Program is offering Planting the Research

Seed: Creighton Internal Grant Funding Program virtually on Oct. 24 from 10-11 a.m. CDT
and 8-9 a.m. MST. Come and learn about internal grant programs funded by the Center
for Undergraduate Research and Scholarship, the Dr. George F. Haddix President’s
Faculty Research Fund, the Center for Faculty Excellence, and the Kingfisher Institute.

!"The successful and informative How to Write Specific Aims panel discussion with
colleagues Joan Lappe, PhD, RN, associate dean, College of Nursing; Jason
Bartz, PhD, associate dean, School of Medicine; Rebecca Murray, PhD, associate dean,
College of Arts and Sciences; and Sonia Rocha-Sanchez, PhD, associate dean, School
of Dentistry, is available via recording. To access, contact the CFE (cfe@creighton.edu).

!"Come to the Research Networking and Happy Hour Nov. 7 from 3-5 p.m. CDT in the Skutt
Student Center ballroom. Zoom links will be available for Phoenix and distance attendees.
Watch for more details soon.

!"Please register for the Assessment Symposium and Workshops:
#" University Assessment Symposium: “Assessment as a Continuous

Improvement: Macro and Micro Perspectives;” 9:45 a.m. to noon CDT, 7:45 a.m to
10 a.m. MST, Oct. 28; hybrid

#" Assessment Workshop: “Five Evidence-Based Methods to Evaluate Your
Teaching Effectiveness," Nov. 2

#" Assessment Workshop: “Using Formative Assessment Effectively," Nov. 4
!"Nov. 9 is the deadline for Faculty Development Grant proposals. Access grant call and

proposal application. Contact the CFE with questions about faculty development programs
at cfe@creighton.edu.
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Real and Coté Present to Trial Lawyers
Associate professors of law Daniel Real, JD, and Kristy Coté, JD, presented at the Nebraska
Association of Trial Lawyers (NATA) annual meeting and fall seminar Sept. 23 on "Proving Your
Case: Strategies for Gathering and Presenting Evidence to Win." Their presentation was
"Preservation of Error: Foresight Is More Valuable than Hindsight."   

Abbott Named Outstanding Educator
Amy Abbott, PhD, RN, associate professor of nursing, received the
Outstanding Nursing Educator award from the Nebraska Nurses
Association on Oct. 7 in Lincoln. The award focuses on achievement
by a nurse whose primary role is as an educator. The nominee must
be directly involved in patient education, nursing education, continuing
education or staff development. The award recognizes innovation and

expertise in the educator role. 

Creighton, CHI Health Response Presented
Amy McGaha, MD, MPH, FAAFP, co-presented with CHI Health’s Cole Mazurek, MBA, at the
Catholic and Immigrant Integration Initiative Conference hosted at Marquette University Sept
13-14. They presented on Creighton and CHI Health’s collaborative response to serving
refugees during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Briggs Named to Missouri Valley Post
Associate dean of faculty at the Heider College of Business, Kristie
Briggs, PhD, was named president of the Missouri Valley Economic
Association (MVEA).

email : Webview : Provost Digest – October 2022 https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf

7 of 9 10/20/22, 6:58 PM



Fershée Article in Top Ten
“Decarbonizing Light-Duty Vehicles,” an article by Joshua Fershée, JD, dean of the law school,
was recently listed on the Social Science Research Network (SSRN)’s Top Ten download list for
EngRN Mechanical Systems (Topic). 

Xia Receives Young Scientist Award
Jun Xia, PhD, assistant professor in the School of Medicine,
Biomedical Sciences Department, received the 2022 Young Scientist
Award from the 13th International Conference on Environmental
Mutagens and 53rd Annual Meeting of the EMGS. 

Good News from Phoenix
!"Following the annual Shoo the Flu clinic in Phoenix, the Health Services Department

donated over 100 flu shots to the St. Vincent de Paul Clinic. These donated shots will be
distributed to the community and those in need.

!"Faculty member Jamie Nesbit, PT, DPT, supported clinic guest Ernesto after he had a
stroke and helped him learn to walk again. This was an incredible collaboration with the
SPAHP OT and PT departments and the Barrows Neurological Institute. Watch the video.

!"College of Nursing students volunteered at the annual disaster training with Honor Health
to learn the inner workings of being a health care provider during a disaster, including
active shooter and other situations. 

Read and submit faculty and staff news online at my.creighton.edu/creightontoday.

CREIGHTON TODAY
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View this email online.

2500 California Plaza
Omaha, NE | 68178 US

This email was sent to bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu.
To continue receiving our emails, add us to your address book.

email : Webview : Provost Digest – October 2022 https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf

9 of 9 10/20/22, 6:58 PM

https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1926904/1919958/331033558/11685065686/?s=c8zHQ0TIBGDeGSF88SAbOVk0jZ53O7p8albyj1kcnPI
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1926904/1919958/331033558/11685065686/?s=c8zHQ0TIBGDeGSF88SAbOVk0jZ53O7p8albyj1kcnPI
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf#
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf#
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf#
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf#
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/8ns9inf#
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu
https://t.e2ma.net/message/wehdrf/bethcavanaugh@creighton.edu

